
6 ~; l__ J a ckso"n ," Rya nli a ck;~~~;:~@~~: ~i;:l Y · (PP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

From: Molina, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D19C1 D68DA 1A4587866E1850F22A6AES-MOLINA, MIC] 
Sent: Tue 3/19/2019 1 :58:34 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: as requested 
Wheeler updated recusal statement 3-19-19.docx 

From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 9:54 AM 
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: as requested 

Michael, 
Here you go. I know he's meeting with the Director of the Office of Government Ethics today, so this will be useful for him 

to be able to say he's done. 

Justina 

Justina Fugh I Director, Ethics Office I Office of General Counsel I US EPA I Mail Code 2311A I Room 4308 North, William Jefferson 
Clinton Federal Building I Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) I phone 202-564-1786 I fox 202-564-
1772 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

MF:MORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Updated Recusal Stateme 

FROM: Andrew R. Wheeler 
Administrator 

TO: Assistant Administrators 
General Counsel 
Inspector General 
Regional Administrators 

March 20, 2019 

THE ADMINISTRATOR 

As indicated in my prior rccusal statemenl signed on May 24, 2018, 1 agreed to update my rccusal 
statement if there were any changes lo my EPA duties. On February 28, 2019. I became Administrator 
and have continued to consult with the Office of General Counsel/Ethics (OGC/Ethics) about my ethics 
obligations. This memorandum reiterates my existing and ongoing ethics obligations as described in my 
May 24, 2018 recusal statement. clarifies some of those obligations, and adds a new voluntary rccusal fr)r 
matters related to the Pebble Mine. 

FINANCIAL CONFLIC1:') OF INTEREST 

As required by I 8 U.S.C. § 208(a). I will not participate personally and substantially in any 
particular mauer in which I know that I have a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
matter. or in which I know that a person whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly 
and predictably affected by the matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver. pursuant to I 8 U.S.C 
§ 208(b)(1 ). or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that 
the interests of the following persons are imputed to me: any spouse or minor child of mine: any general 
partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner; any organization in which I serve as 
officer. director. trustee. general partner or employee; and any person or organization with which I am 
negotiating or have an arrangement concerning prospective employment. 

J have consulted with OGC/Ethics and been advised that l do not currently have any financial 
conflicts of interest but will remain vigilant and notify OGC/Ethics immediately should my financial 
situation change. 

OBLJGATIONS UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER 13770 

Pursuant to Section 1. Paragraph 6 of the Executive Order. I understand that I am prohibited from 
participating in any particular matter involving specific pa11ies in which my former employer. Facgrc 
Baker Daniels LLP. or any former client to whom I provided legal or consultative services during the 

Internet Address (URL} " http/tw.w..epa.gov 
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past two years is a party or represents a party. l have been advised hy OGC/Ethics that the term '·fonner 
client" is defined as any person for whom I have personally provided services to between April 20. 2016 
and April 20. 2018. which is the two-year period prior lo the date of my appointment. 1 I understand that 
my recusal lasts for two years from the date that 1 joined federal service. 

( have been advised by OGC/Ethics that. for the purposes of this pledge obligation, the term 
.. particular matters involving specific parties" is broadened to include any meetings or other 
communication relating to the performance of my official duties. unless the communication applies to a 
particular matter of general applicability and participation in the meeting or other event is open to all 
interested parties. I am further advised that the term "open to all interested parties" means that the meeting 
should include a multiplicity of parties representing a diversity of viewpoints. If my former employer or 
a former client is present, then I understand that, generally speaking, at least four other parties should be 
present to ensure that a diversity of viewpoints is represented and not the same united perspective. 

Because I was formerly a federally registered lobbyist, I understand that I am also subject to the 
provisions of Section l, paragraph 7 of the Executive Order. For a period of two years, I will not participate 
in any particular matter on which I lobbied in the preceding two years. nor will I participate in the specific 
issue area in which that particular matter falls. 2 This recusal encompasses issues that I lobbied on before 
EPA as well as before other federal agencies during the preceding two years including, for example. 
Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act. 

Set fimh below are my former clients identified in consultation with OGC/Ethics that have or may 
have environmental interests that could potentially arise with respect to my duties here at EPA. 3 as well 
as the specific issues areas from which I am recused: 

1 See Exec, Order 13770. Section 2(i) and the Office of Government Ethics (OGE} Legal Advisory DO-09-011 (March 26, 
2009). which applies to Exec. Order 13770 pursuant to OGE Legal Advisory LA-17-03 (March 20, 2017), 

2 I am advised by OGC/Ethics that Section I, paragraph 7 of the Executive Order applies to both "particular matters involving 
specific pa11ies and ··paiticular matters of general applicability," but not the broader tem1. "matters" (e.g .• !he Clean Power 
Plan), See OGE Legal Advisory LA- I 7-03 (March 20, 2017) which defines "specific issue area'' to mean a "particular mailer 
of general applicability:' 

3 For any frmncr client that is not listed, I understand that I am personally obliged not to participate in specific party matters 
for the duration of my ethics obligations. 

2 
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RECUSAL LIST PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 13770 
In effect until April 20, 20204 

FORMER EMPLOYER: Faegre Baker Daniels LLP 

: FORMER CLIENTS: 

Murray Energy Growth Energy 
Sargento Food Inc. International Paper 
Unde1writers Laboratories Martin farms 
Energy Fuels Resources Inc. Xcel Energy 

FORMER LOBBYING ISSUES: 
Energy Star 
Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act 

ADDITIONAL VOLUNTARY RECUSAL: 
Matters related to the Pebble Mine near Bristol Bay, Alaska 5 

SUPERFUND SITES 

To avoid any concerns about my ethical obligations, I am affirming that 1 will not participate in 
matters related to any Superfund sites at which my former clients are a potentially responsible party. 
Consistent with my obligations under the foderal ethics regulations and Executive Order l 3 770, I will not 
participate in matters for those sites or any other at which my former client is involved until after April 
20, 2020. 

PEBBLE MINE 

I am av.rare that my former employer, Faegre Baker Daniels LLP, provided services to a client 
regarding the Pebble Mine near Bristol Bay, Alaska. Though I did not personally provide any such services 
to that client. and have been advised by OGC/Ethics that their client is not considered a "former client'' of 
mine for purposes of Executive Order 13770 and the Ethics Pledge, lam voluntarily recusing myself from 
participation in any matters related to the Pebble Mine for the duration ofmy EPA tenure. 

1 Due to a typographical error in the May 24, 2018 recusal statement, this dale has been changed to accurately reflect two 
years from the date that l was sworn into federal service. 

~ Although not necessarily required. I am recusing myself from matters related to the Pebble Mine, including any associated 
litigation. settlement agreement, and permitting, to avoid the appearance of any ethical concerns in the role or Administrator. 

3 
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VOLUNTARY RECUSAL 

SUBJECT MATTER: DESCRIPTION: 

Matters related to the Pebble Mine near Includes any associated litigation, settlement 
Bristol Bay. Alaska agreement, and permitting 

OBL!GATIONS UNDER THE IMPARTIAL/TY PROVISIONS 

Pursuant to federal ethics rules, I understand that I have a one-year cooling off period with any 
organization in which l was an active participant. For one year afler my resignation from the National 
Energy Resources Organization (NERO). I am prohibited from participating personally and 
substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which NERO is a party or represents a 
party. unless I am first authorized by OGC/Ethics to participate. pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). That 
said. l acknowledge that NERO does not itself lobby or represents parties other than itself. 

RECUSAL LlST 
FEDERAL ETHICS OBLIGATIONS 

NAME OF ENTITY: DATE WHEN RECUSAL ENDS: 
~-,,· 

National Energy Resources Organization One year alter my resignation but no later 
(NERO) than April 20. 2019 

A1TORNEY BAR OBLIGATIONS 

Pursuant to my obligations under my bar rules, I recognize that I am obliged to protect the 
confidences of my former clients. I also understand that I cannot participate in any matter that. is the same 
as or substantially related to the same specific pm1y matter that I pa11icipated in personally and 
substantially while in private practice, unless my bar provides for and I first obtain informed consent and 
notify OGC/Ethics. 

SCREENING ARRANGE!v!ENT 

In order to ensure that I do not participate in matters relating to any of the entities listed above. I 
will instruct Michael Molina, Deputy Chief of Staft: to assist in screening EP /\ matters directed to my 
attention that involve those entities. All inquiries and comments involving the entities on my recusal list 
should be directed to Mr. Molina without my knowledge or involvement until after my recusal period 
ends. 

If Mr. Molina determines that a particular matter will directly involve any of the entities or matters 
listed on my ·'specific party'' recusal list, then he will refer it for action or assignment to another, without 
my knowledge or involvement In the event that he is unsure whether an issue is a particular matter from 
which I am recused, then he will consult with OGC/Ethics for a determination. I will provide a copy of 
this memorandum to my principal subordinates with a copy to David Cozad, Acting Designated Agency 
Ethics Official, and Justina Fugh, Director, Ethics Office. 

4 
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UPDATE AS NECES:",'ARY 

In consultation with OGC/Ethics. I will revise and update my recusal statement whenever 
warranted by changed circumstances. including changes in my financial interests. changes in my personal 
or business relationships. or any changes to my EPA duties. In the event of any changes to my screening 
arrangement, I \Vilt provide a copy of the revised recusal staternent to you and OGC/Ethics. 

cc: Ryan Jackson. Chief of Staff 
Michael Molina, Deputy Chief of Staff 
David Cozad, Acting Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Justina Fugh, Director, Ethics Office 

5 
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To: ,._.E.1.m.h.~_J_w_s.U.o.aJEuob_._Jus.U.r a@e pa.gov] 
From: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) b=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI PfENTS/CN=6F061A85B2E14828934C1A85CC4D5122-ADM15.ARWHE] 
Sent: Fri 12/21/2018 2:24:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: but here's something you can do, please 

Ok, thanks! 

From: Fugh, Justina 

Sent: Friday, December 21, 2018 9:23 AM 

To:!__ ______________________________________ Ex._ 6 _Personal_ Privacy (PP) ________________________________________ j 
Subject: RE: but here's something you can do, please 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
From:!.__Ex._6_ Pe_rsonal_Privacy (PP)__: 

Sent: Friday, December 21, 2018 9:10 AM 

To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: but here's something you can do, please 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) j 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex:·-s-□eff berative·-P·roce-s·s-·nj·py-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·rrn an ks. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Fugh, Justina 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 5:23 PM 

To L_ __________________________________ Ex._ 6 _Pe rso_na I_ Privacy (PP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 
Subject: RE: but here's something you can do, please 

Yes, absolutely. I'll be here all day on Friday anyway. Sorry to bother you about this! 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
From:[ __ Ex._ 6 _Personal_ Privacy_(PP) __ i 
Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 5:21 PM 
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: but here's something you can do, please 

I already left, I will do it first thing in the morning. Is that ok? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 5:20 PM, Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> wrote: 

OGE asks that you sign the attached ethics agreement now with today's date and pdf it back to me. Could I 

trouble you to do that for me, please? 

Justina 

Justina Fugh I Director, Ethics Law Office I Office of General Counsel I US EPA I Mail Code 2311A I Room 4308 North, 
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building I Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) I 
phone 202-564-1786 I fax 202-564-1772 

From~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 5:16 PM 
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To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Nope, you can't certify in INTEGRITY 

Ok, I misunderstood. He can't nominate me anyway until Jan 3rd. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 5:06 PM, Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Oh, I'm afraid we'll have to wait until you can do it after January 2. The reason is that OGE 

won't release the report in INTEGRITY until after the President nominates you, and we don't 

know when that will be. So the report is not even available for you to sign yet. 

From: ::::-Ex::·s-Pe"iionaTP"rivicy}PP)J 
Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 5:02 PM 

To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: you should be precleared by OGE soon 

This looks great. I will need to certify INTEGRITY tomorrow as I am leaving Saturday and will not have 

access to a computer until jan 2nd
• 

From: Fugh, Justina 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 3:42 PM 

To: L _________________________________ Ex. _ 6 _Persona I_ Privacy (PP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Subject: you should be precleared by OGE soon 

Hi there, 
I am expecting your financial disclosure report and draft ethics agreement (see attached) to be 

precleared by the Office of Government Ethics later today or tomorrow. When that happens, 

OGE will notify the White House that they may proceed with your nomination. Once that occurs, 

you'll have two tasks: 

1. Submit your report in INTEGRITY --1 will notify you when your financial disclosure report 

is available to be certified by you. You are not able to do that now. Please note that you 

will not be able to make any changes because the report will already have been 

precleared. I've attached your report as a pdf so you can see what it looks like, but let me 

know if you have any questions or concerns; and 

2. Sign the attached ethics agreement- This language will have been precleared by OGE 

using their boilerplate, so we can't really change it. If you are amenable, you can sign the 

letter now and pdf it back to me. I won't date stamp it until you are nominated and have 

submitted your report in INTEGRITY. 

Just so you know, the task of shepherding nominations is excepted from the shutdown. Even if 

the federal government is shut down, OGE and I will still be able to work on your nomination. 

Justina 

Justina Fugh I Director, Ethics Law Office I Office of General Counsel I US EPA I Mail Code 2311A I Room 
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building I Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 
20004 for the zip code) I phone 202-564-1786 I fax 202-564-1772 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Henry, 

Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
Daniel L. Cheyette[dcheyette@BBNC.NET] 
Mon 5/6/2019 7:35:59 PM (UTC) 
RE: Pebble 

Checking back in whether there is a chance to arrange a meeting with Matt Leopold in the near-term? 

Thanks, 
Dan 

From: Darwin, Henry <darwin.henry@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 19, 2019 12:44 PM 
To: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC.NET> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Dan: 

Good to hear from you. Yes, you are correct, Matt Leopold has been delegated the responsibilities of the Administrator on the 
Pebble matter. Let me see what I can do on a meeting. 

Henry 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNCNET> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2019 7:32 PM 
To: Darwin, Henry <darwin.hen y@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble 

Henry, 

Our understanding is that Administrator Wheeler has recused himself from decisions regarding Pebble Mine and that General 
Counsel Matt Leopold would be handling Pebble going forward. Can you confirm whether that is a decision that has been 
formalized with EPA and, if so, whether it would be possible to set up a meeting or at least a call with Mr. Leopold so that we can 
give him our background on Pebble and the view from Bristol Bay? 

Appreciate it and hope all is well. 

Dan 

Daniel L. Cheyette 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: l_ ____________ Ex .. 6 ·-·-·-·-·-___: 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
Daniel L. Cheyette[dcheyette@BBNC.NET] 
Fri 4/19/2019 10:25:51 PM (UTC) 
RE: Pebble 

Thanks for the reply. any assistance in setting up a meeting. 

Best, 
Dan 

From: Darwin, Henry <darwin.henry@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 19, 2019 12:44 PM 
To: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC.NET> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Dan: 

Good to hear from you. Yes, you are correct, Matt Leopold has been delegated the responsibilities of the Administrator on the 
Pebble matter. Let me see what I can do on a meeting. 

Henry 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC.NET> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2019 7:32 PM 

To: Darwin, Henry -='-'--'-"=-'-'-"'-!..!!...l====· 
Subject: Pebble 

Henry, 

Our understanding is that Administrator Wheeler has recused himself from decisions regarding Pebble Mine and that General 
Counsel Matt Leopold would be handling Pebble going forward. Can you confirm whether that is a decision that has been 
formalized with EPA and, if so, whether it would be possible to set up a meeting or at least a call with Mr. Leopold so that we can 
give him our background on Pebble and the view from Bristol Bay? 

Appreciate it and hope all is well. 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D · [ ______________ Ex. _6 -·-·-·-·-·-·_j 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Jackson, Ryan[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 
Sent: Mon 9/17/2018 3:10:14 PM (UTC) 
Draft straw timeline to propose withdrawal of EPA.DOCX 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I ________________ Ex._ 5 __ Del_i_beiative __ Process __ (DP) _____________ ___iJu~t wanted,-to keep everyone in the ~~P- , , 

Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 

_____ l,J_._?.~.J~_Y.l.~<?.~_1!1_~~.!.~! Protection Agency 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
! ' L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Henry, 

Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
Peter Robertson[peterrobertson@pebblepartnership.com] 
Fri 2/22/2019 9: 18:00 PM (UTC) 
time for a call 

I hope all is well. I know you spoke with Steve Owens. Steve mentioned to me that he asked whether you and I might be 

able to speak this week. 

I know you have been traveling (and believe me, I know all too well how busy the Deputy's schedule is!!). If it's easier to 

speak over the weekend, that's fine by me. If next week is better, I'm around all week. 

I -•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-) 

i i 

My cell is! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Thanks, Henry. 

Regards. 

Peter 

Peter D. Robertson 

The Pebble Partnership 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

202-629-3392 
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To: Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
From: Molina, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D19C1 D68DA 1A4587866E1850F22A6AES-MOLINA, MIC] 
Sent: Tue 11/13/2018 11 :04:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: message to Henry 

Yes sir. 
Michael. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 13, 2018, at 5:20 PM, Darwin, Henry wrote: 

Michael: 

Can you please help me work with Andrew to figure out whether he will continue to recuse himself from Pebble? 

Thanks 

Henry 

From: Ross, David P 
Sent: Friday, November 9, 2018 6:08 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Darwin, Henry <darwin.henry@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 

Subject: Re: message to Henry 

Thanks Chris, but please keep me out of any Pebble conversations and off this and related correspondence. I'm 
recused on the matter. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Nov 9, 2018, at 5:59 PM, Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Gentleman: I'm writing to gauge your interest in receiving a background briefing on EPA's role with 
respect to the proposed Pebble gold and copper mining project in SW Alaska. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Offic;e:(206}.55_3-1234 _____ , 
Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:21 :04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Signed memo 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

Chris 
Here is the signed Pebble Memo. 

Lee 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Washington, D.C 20460 

l\lEMORANUlJM 

OFFICE OF 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

SUBJECT: Resuming consideration of the withdra\val oft.he July 2014 Proposed 
Determination to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site 

FROM: Matthew Z, Leopold, General Counsel 

TO: Chris Hladick. Regional A.drninistrator. Region 10 

As you know, in July 2014, Region 10 issued a Proposed Detennination under section 404(c) of 
the Clean \Vmer Act (C\VA) to restrict the use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site for 
dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit Five years later. the 2014 Proposed 
Determination is still pending, but there have been several other significant developments over 
that time including: a lawsuit challenging EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed 
Determination and a related settlement, a permit application to the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers (Corps), additional direction from the fom1er EPA Administrator in January 2018, and 
a lengthy Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) which is currently sut~ject to public 
comment EPA must at all times be committed to advancing a fair and predictable process on 
matters it is considering for both the project proponents and the public in a manner that allows 
vie,vs to be presented and adequately considered. We must also rnaintain fidelity to our core 
mission of protecting human health and the environment while working within the statutory 
authority provided to the Agency by Congress, We should also attempt to discharge our 
obligations in a manner that reduces confusion and uncertainty sunounding arcane regulatory 
processes. 

In keeping with these principles and for the reasons that follow, I am directing Region 10 to 
resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Deten11ination to restrict the 
use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site under C\VA section 404(c). The Region should 
also reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 
Proposed Deten11ination, in lighl of the ample opportunity fix public comment previously 
provided and the current public comment opportunity on the more than 1,400-page DEIS. In 
addition, as the Region works to finalize EPA ·s Clean Water Act section 404 comment letter to 
the Corps on the proposed mining project, which is due on July 1, 2019, Region 10 should 
invoke the elevation procedures established bet\veen EPA and the Army if the factual analysis 
leads to a conclusion that the requisite standard is satisfied, The elevation procedure is the 
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longstanding, well-understood, and agreed-upon process that the agencies have utilized fr)r more 
than two decades if a project as proposed may result in substantial and unacceptable impacts to 
aquatic resources of national importance. As you know., the elevation procedure is exercised in 
conjunction with a pending permit application, not preemptively, and when circumstances 
justify, it allows EPA to continue to work with the Corps as it considers public comments and 
develops the Record of Decision on the permit 

By rnak ing an up-or-dovm decision on the 2014 Proposed Determination and by invoking these 
well-understood elevation procedures, Region 10 can discharge its obligations under the law and 
take tvvo significant steps toward restoring normal order to this protracted and uncertain process. 

1. Background 

EPA agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination as part 
of a !\Jay 2017 settlement agreernent with the Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP). whose 
subsidiaries own the mineral claims to the Pebble deposit, The settlement agreement resolved 
PLP's outstanding legal claims against EPA. In July 2017, Region 10 published a proposal to 
withdraw the 20! 4 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three-month-long public 
comment period, during which EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and 
consulted with federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act Regional and Village Corporations with lands in the watershed. 

ln December 2017, PLP submitted a C\VA section 404 pem1it application to the C011)s that 
proposes to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal 
and state agencies, including EPA, to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under the 
National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"), The Corps released a DEIS Jc)r public comment 
in February 2019; this public comment period is scheduled to close on July 1, 2019, 

On January 26, 2018, EPA announced that it was "suspending th[ e] withdrawal proceeding and 
leaving the [20141 Proposed Determination in place" at that time. EPA's decision neither 
ten11ina:ted the withdrawal proceeding nor advanced to the next stage of the regulatory process. 
Rather, the action "suspend[ed] the proceeding to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Detem1ination 
and le[ft] that Determination in place" subject to future action by the Agency. At that time. 
Region l O indicated an intent "at a future time to solicit public comment on ,,.,,hat further steps, if 
any, the Agency should take in the section 404(c) process:· 

On March 22, 2019, the EPA Administrator signed a one-time delegation of authority to the 
General Counsel to "perform all functions and responsibilities retained by the Administrator or 
previously delegated to the A.ssistant Administrator for Water related to the Pebble Deposit Area,. 
Southwest Alaska,'' which includes the pending 404(c) action and withdnnval proceeding. 

11. Resurnption rfwithdrawalproceeding 

By this memorandum, I am directing Region 10 to continue its deliberations regarding whether 
to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination or, alternatively, decide to leave the 2014 
Proposed Determination in place. This step is appropriate for several reasons, 
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A.s part of EPA 's settlement agreement with PLP, EPA committed to "initiate a process to 
propose to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination," Although EPA has discharged this 
obligation by Region 10 issuing the July 2017 notice, the subsequent "suspension•· calls this 
"process" into question, particularly given that EPA's regulations governing the exercise of 
section 404(c} neither Llse the phrase nor contemplate a "suspension." To resolve any ambiguity 
about EPA's full compliance with the regulations and settlement agreement, lifting the 
suspension is appropriate. 

Furthenmwe, the continued "suspension'' causes confusion about the status of the 2014 Proposed 
Determination, PLP's permit application. and the withdrawal proceeding itself EPA 's 
regulations provide a specific time period fr>r the Regional Administrator to decide whether to 
withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination or prepare a Recommended Determination, In 
consultation with the lt)rn1er Administrator, Region 10 extended those time frames and allowed 
for an additional public comrnent period. Smne members of the public appear to have 
interpreted EPA's "suspension" as a final decision on the withdrawal proceeding. which it was 
not Other members of1he public misunderstood EPA's "suspension" as a final decision on 
PLP's pem1it application to the Crnvs. which it was not. Thus., to remove any confusion and 
uncertainty, Region 10 should lift the "suspension" and withdraw the 2014 Proposed 
Determination or decide to leave it in place. By making a decision one ,vay or the other, the 
Region will provide much-needed clarity and transparency to the public on this issue. 

Additionally, the Agency has significant ne,v inhmnation to inform its decision-making. At the 
time Region 10 suspended the withdrawal proceeding-- just one month after PLP's pennit 
application was submitted to the Corps-the Agency had yet to review the application and 
associated supporting documents in detail. It is now undertaking this review, as a part of its work 
under NEPA and the CWA. The Agency's revievv·. in conjunction with its analysis of the Corps' 
DEIS. gives me confidence that the permit review process can inform the Region's consideration 
of whether 10 withdraw the 2014 Proposed Detennination. 

111. Reevaluation ofadditional comment period 

At the time the Region suspended the withdrmval proceeding, it indicated that it ,.vould seek 
additional public comment voluntarily ·'at a future time, .. on what further steps, if any, the 
Agency should take in the section 404(c) process," The Region, however. did not specify when 
it \Vould seek additional public comment. what would be the scope of the public comments 
sought, and what would be the purpose of seeking additional comrnent The Region should 
reevaluate the need for additional comment in light of the multiple rounds of public comment 
periods that the Agency has undertaken since 2011 regarding potential mining of the Pebble 
deposit. Indeed, the Region solicited public cornments on the draH Bristol Bay \Vatershed 
Assessment in 2012 and 2013 and received approximately 1. l million comments. The Agency 
solicited public comments on the Proposed Determination in 2014 and received approximately 
670,000 comments. And the July 2017 notice proposing to withdraw the 2014 Proposed 
Determination elicited another 1 rnillion public comments. l'vfost recently, the public no\V has 
had an opportunity to provide the Coq;s with comments on its DEIS as part of the Co113s' 
compliance ,vith the NEPA process in consideration of Pl.P's pem1it application. The Region 
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should consider whether these public comment opportunities, ,vhen considered in conjunction 
with the millions of public comments previously submitted to the Agency, eliminate the need for 
yet another public comment period on the decision either to withdraw the 2014 Proposed 
Determination or to leave it in place, 

JV Invocation of EPA-Army procedures 

As described above, EPA Headquaners and Region 10 are undertaking a thorough review of 
PLP's permit application, the CoqJs' DEIS .. and supporting documentation. As you and your 
staff work to finalize the comment letter to the Corps regarding its public notice on the proposed 
mining project in the Pebble Deposit Area, Region 10 should invoke the elevation procedures 
under the 1992 Memorandum of Agreement ("ivIOA") bet,veen EPA and the Army 
implementing section 404(q) of the C\VA if EPA 's factual analysis leads it to conclude that the 
standard in section 1V{3)(a) of the MOA is satisfied, Under the iv1OA, the first step in the 
devation process involves EPA sending the Cmvs a letter \vithin the public comment period if it 
detern1ines at that time that the project '·may result in substantial and unacceptable impacts to 
aquatic resources of national importance:· As you finalize your revie,v and analysis at this stage 
of the process, I encourage you to invoke this well-understood procedure in the ]VlOA, as 
appropriate, to enable EPA's continuing role in the Corps' section 404 permit review process. 

ED_002890_00009933-00004 

Sincerely, Ii 
' 

Matthevv Z. L 
General Counsel 

4 
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To: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 4:37:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Signed memo from OGC to R10 re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

We need to post this, AFTER we talk. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
To: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus.john@epa.gov>, "Abboud, 
Michael" <abboud.michael c e a. ov> 
Subject: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

The signed memo is attached. Lee, I understand your folks will be able to post it to EPA's Bristol Bay webpage. John, 
Mike, let me know if you need anything else from me regarding the press release. Thanks! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: DC-WJCN-4020-M@epa.gov <DC-WJCN-4020-M@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 8:49 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: 
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To: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
Cc: 
From: 

Spraul, Greg[Spraul.Greg@epa.gov]; Aguirre, Janita[Aguirre.Janita@epa.gov]; Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov] 
Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 

Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 6:58:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For Lee Approval: holding statement for next week's Alaska trip 

This is fine. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 5, 2019, at 2:34 PM, Dennis, Allison wrote: 

Let men know if this works for you. Oge is running it by Matt and RIO is running it by Chris. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Spraul, Greg[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FD1 EA61 F0BAA453A93AEB9BCA32DA076-GSPRAUL] 
Sent: Wed 10/10/2018 8:16:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Appropriators are asking about Pebble ... 

Sharon will drop by 

On Oct 10, 2018, at 4:04 PM, Forsgren, Lee 

Am in 3233. Come see me. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Oct 10, 2018, at 3:43 PM, Spraul, Greg 

wrote: 

wrote: 

They want to know who the EPA decision official is since Wheeler is recused 7 Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. ·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ... ·-, 

; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
; 
; 
; 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Does this work? 

Anything else I should say? 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Drinkard, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=808A6B7B65BF44 7F93DAD2F51 0FEAF61-ADRI NKAR] 
Sent: Thur 9/13/2018 1 :53:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

I'll come up in a few. In a meeting till 10. 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:52 AM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Come see me. I have a slightly modified view based on policy conversations. 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:17 AM 

To: Lynn, Tricia ~--~-~~- Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

I think our standard statement will work here. He's asked and we have provided this multiple times, but there's nothing new here 
to report. I'm adding Lee for his awareness that this issue is coming up. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:06 AM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Thank you! 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:05 AM 

To: Lynn, Tricia ~--~-~~- Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

I'll follow up on this. 

From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 8:58 AM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Deadline is 4:30 today. 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 8:35 AM 

To: Lynn, Tricia ~~~~~~~~ Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Please coordinate with andrea in ow thanks ng 
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Nancy Grantham 
Office of Public Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
_202'."..5.6.4::6_81.9..1 desk) 
j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) j (mobile) 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

From: j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2018 5:53 PM 

To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Hello I am following up on the below inquiry. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Lebo <i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) : 

Date: September io,· 2ot8 ·at 4·:10:1s-·PM ·EDT 

To: press@epa.gov 
Subject: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -
www.eenews.net 

Hello, 

Could you confirm the following stmt from the attached article? Also, can you comment on timing, as article states 
"soon"? 

Ex. 4 CBI 
Thanks 

Paul Lebo 

Ex. 4 CBI 
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- copyright 

- copyright 
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Ex. 4 CBI - copyright 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Fuld, John[Fuld.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Lynn, Tricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D87 4 7BA49CDE485EA4AC58DBF09C3DCD-TRICIA SLUSSER] 
Sent: Thur9/13/20181:19:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Thanks. I'll send it on. 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:17 AM 
To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

I think our standard statement will work here. He's asked and we have provided this multiple times, but there's nothing new here 
to report. I'm adding Lee for his awareness that this issue is coming up. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:06 AM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Thank you! 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 9:05 AM 
To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

I'll follow up on this. 

From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 8:58 AM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Deadline is 4:30 today. 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 8:35 AM 
To: Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Please coordinate with andrea in ow thanks ng 

Nancy Grantham 
Office of Public Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

___ 2_Qi_•:Jj§4::6..8.Z~t (desk) 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) I (mobile) 
t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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From:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2018 5:53 PM 
To: Press 

Subject: Fwd: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 -- www.eenews.net 

Hello I am following up on the below inquiry. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Lebo/_ Ex. 6 _Personal _Privacy (PP) _i 

Date: September 10, 2018 at 4:10:15 PM EDT 

To:~=:,,;,,,;_:;=== 
Subject: BRISTOL BAY: Conservatives push Wheeler to help Pebble -- Monday, September 10, 2018 --

Hello, 

Could you confirm the following stmt from the attached article? Also, can you comment on timing, as article states 
"soon"? 

Ex. 4 CBI 
Thanks 

Paul Lebo 

Ex. 4 CBI 

- copyright 

- copyright 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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Ex. 4 CBI - copyright 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 8/31/2018 9:02:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble 
7-23-18 (OW 5) 7A1 - Bristol Bay-Pebble Mine 404c.docx 

Lee 

Attached is the most recent general one-pager I have on Pebble dated 7-23-18 (prepared for FY 2019 Congressional Hearing). 

Let me know if you need something else. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 4:20 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble 

Can one of gentlemen send me the one pager on Pebble. 

From: Lovell, Will (William) 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 4:16 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Understandable. Do you have those 1-pagers? 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 4:15 PM 
To: Lovell, Will (William) <lovell.william@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Unfortunately Tate has us meeting with the Cotton Council on WOTUS at that time. 

From: Lovell, Will (William) 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 3:51 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble 

Looks like Henry met w/them already. Would you care to join Brittany Tuesday morning at 10 am? I'll send the invite in case. 

Also, were you able to find your handouts on the issue? 

Will Lovell 
Policy Advisor, Office of Policy 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5713 
Lovell. William@epa.gov 
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To: Frye, Tony (Robert)[frye.robert@epa.gov]; Ross, David P[ross.davidp@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palich, Christian[palich.christian@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy[lyons.troy@epa.gov]; Wildeman, Anna[wildeman.anna@epa.gov] 
From: Campbell, Ann[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B8C25A0C2FB648B6A947694A8492311 E-CAMPBELL, ANN] 
Sent: Fri 7/27/2018 5:12:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: REVISED OW Binder Docs 
OW-5 Pebble and 404c.docx 
OW-6 PFAS.7.26.18 .docx 
OW-7 WIFIA.7.27.18.docx 
OW-8 SmallDrinkingWaterSystems. 7 .26.18 .docx 
OW-9 ANV. 7 .27 .18.docx 
OW-10 Conduit.7.27.18.docx 
OW-1 WOTUS.7.25.18.docx 
OW-2 LeadCopperRule.7.26.18 (003).docx 
OW-3 CBP.7.27.18.docx 
OW-4 GLRl.7.27.18.docx 
HABS.docx 
401 Certification.docx 
SpCaseJurisdiction404.docx 
07.23.2018 Senate Letter to EPA Regarding Grassroots Technical Assistance Grants.pdf 

Tony, please find attached the revised Ow-1 through OW-10 papers. Per yesterday's discussion, I am also including a paper on 
Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs), Section 401 Certification, and Section 404 Special Cases. Lastly, I am including the congressional 
letter recently received on the small drinking water grants. 

If you could send to me the time and location of Monday's hearing prep so we can have folks there, that would be greatly 
appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 

From: Frye, Tony (Robert) 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 6:13 PM 
To: Ross, David P <ross.davidp@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> 
Subject: OW Binder Docs 

Hello Team - Attached is the universe of binder documents I have for your office. Administrator Wheeler requested the 
updated documents for tomorrow morning. His first briefing is at 9, so by 830 at the latest would be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you in advance! 

Tony Frye 
Special Advisor 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
Envir.9-1_g11~!.!t.c!l__.R1_:9t_~fjj_9n Agency 
Cell:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Grevatt, Peter[Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov]; Mclain, Jennifer[Mclain.Jennifer@epa.gov]; 
Lape, Jeff[lape.jeff@epa.gov]; Stein, Raffael[Stein.Raffael@epa.gov]; Shimkin, Martha[Shimkin.Martha@epa.gov] 
Cc: Ross, David P[ross.davidp@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Wildeman, Anna[wildeman.anna@epa.gov] 
From: Campbell, Ann[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B8C25A0C2FB648B6A947694A8492311 E-CAMPBELL, ANN] 
Sent: Thur 7/26/2018 10:39:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Follow up actions from hearing prep 
OW-1 WOTUS.7.25.18.db.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
OW-2 LeadCopperRule.7.25.18.mk.docx 
A TT00002. htm 
OW-3 CBP. 7 .25.18.es.docx 
A TT00003. htm 
OW-4 GLRI. 7 .25.18.db.docx 
A TT00004. htm 
OW-5 Pebble Mine.Bristol Bay.db.docx 
A TT0000S. htm 
OW-6 PFAS.7.25.18.mk.docx 
A TT00006. htm 
OW-7 WIFIA.7.25.18.mk.docx 
ATT00007.htm 
OW-8 SmallDrinkingWaterSystems. 7 .25.18.mk.docx 
A TT00008. htm 
OW-9 ANV.7.25.18.mk (002).docx 
A TT00009. htm 
OW-10 Conduit.7.25.18.es.docx 
ATT00010.htm 
OW-11 Hearing QAdocx 
ATT00011.htm 

OCIR has asked us to update the papers by 8:30a tomorrow. From our updated TPs they will pull what they want into their 
master set of TPs for the Acting Administrator. Attached are the papers ocir provided. They may have made edits to what we 
submitted so we need to use these. Below are the notes I took on the edits needed: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

I also have as a non hearing related Follow-up to schedule a briefing on the WOTUS Econ analysis. 

Everyone was taking notes so please let me know if you have something different or additional. 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff ( acting) 
Office of Water 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Frye, Tony (Robert)" <frye.robert@epa.gov> 
Date: July 26, 2018 at 6:13:09 PM EDT 
To: "Ross, David P" <ross.davidp@epa.gov>, "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Campbell, Ann" 
<Campbell .Ann@epa.gov> 
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Cc: "Palich, Christian" 
Subject: OW Binder Docs 

"Lyons, Troy" 

Hello Team - Attached is the universe of binder documents I have for your office. Administrator Wheeler 
requested the updated documents for tomorrow morning. His first briefing is at 9, so by 830 at the latest 
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance! 

Tony Frye 
Special Advisor 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
Environmental_ Protection Agency 
Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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To: Spraul, Greg[Spraul.Greg@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hanson, Paige (Catherine)[hanson.catherine@epa.gov]; Fontaine, Tim[Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov]; Forsgren, 
Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Walsh, Ed[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 F3BAC3AF644626B6A 70F087751 BACA-EWALSH] 
Sent: Fri 7/13/2018 6:18:28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Any potential talkers on Huffman #46 

Thanks! 

From: Spraul, Greg 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2018 2:17 PM 
To: Walsh, Ed <Walsh.Ed@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hanson, Paige (Catherine) <hanson.catherine@epa.gov>; Fontaine, Tim <Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Any potential talkers on Huffman #46 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Walsh, Ed 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2018 12:30 PM 
To: Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Any potential talkers on Huffman #46 

Hi Greg 

I know we talked about this one yesterday and your folks were working on it ... any update? Timing? 

Thanks 

Ed 

From: Richmond, Kristin [mailto:Kristin.Richmond@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2018 12:25 PM 
To: Walsh, Ed <Walsh.Ed@epa.gov> 
Subject: Any potential talkers on Huffman #46 

Hi Ed-

Would the Agency have any talkers they could provide in opposition to this amendment (States no funds shall be used to withdraw 
the EPA Region 10 proposed determination to protect the Bristol Bay watershed and wild salmon from the impacts of the Pebble 
Mine)? 

I know EPA already reversed course in January to suspend the withdrawal, but any good talkers would be helpful! 

Thanks! 

Kristin 

Kristin Richmond 
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Committee on 
Interior and Environment Subcommittee 

U.S. House of 
225-3081 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Palich, Christian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=330AD62E 158D43AF93FCBBECE930D21 A-PALI CH, CHR] 
Sent: Fri 7/13/2018 2:05:14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

For sure. It was very cordial. 

Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office _of _Congressiona~ Affairs 
C Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 13, 2018, at 10:01 AM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great! Thanks. I think she and Andrew will hit it off great. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 13, 2018, at 2:49 PM, Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Went great! MOU didn't even come up. 

Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

C: l.:~---~-~-~~~~~-~1-~~i-~~-~~-~~!~. i 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 13, 2018, at 9:49 AM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Christian, 
How did the Murkowski call go? 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2018, at 11 :25 AM, Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Lee, but I spoke to her staff last night and this call really serves 
as an intro call for her and Andrew. The topic will be touched on the 
30,000 foot level if they even get to it because she only has 2min. 
Wish you could join the call but the Administrator is out Monday and 
Murkowski has a slammed schedule, we've already moved this call twice 
this week. 

I will definitely keep you in loop on how it goes but the talking points 
provided should be more than enough for today's quick intro call. 
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Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
Offu::e._of_C11t1.P.:.t::essional Affairs 
C: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2018, at 2:48 AM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

ED_002890_00015766-00002 

Christian, 
Given that the MOU is the most important issue is there a 
way we can arrange the call for Monday when I can support 
it? It has been my project, I know the most about it, and I 
briefed Senator Murkowski on the issue and have personal 
credibility on the line. I am out of the country this week but 
I am back Monday. 

Let me know if that is possible. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" 
<F otouhi. David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2018 at 10:27:21 PM GMT+l 
To: "Drinkard, Andrea" 
<Drinkard.Andrea c e a. ov>, "Palich, 
Christian" <pali ch. chri stian@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Wildeman, Anna" 
<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>, "Frye, Tony 
(Robert)" <fiye.robert@epa.gov>, "Lyons, 
Troy" <lyons. troy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Please see my suggested additions and edits 
highlighted below. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 

David Fotouhi 

Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 5:07 PM 
To: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 

Wildeman, Anna <wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; 
Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, 

Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 

<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Here are the pebble TPs. I'm adding 
David F to take a look at the last bullet 
since it's about the 404c memo that we 

just put out. I know we're out of time 
but I want to make sure he's aware of 

this and has a chance to weigh in. 

Pebble Talking Points 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

• 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 11, 2018, at 4:54 PM, Palich, Christian 

··====='-"-'---===.:::..:..· wrote: 

Alaska MOU is the most important 
one for tomorrow based on my 
convo with her staff. 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional & 

Intergovernmental Affairs 
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U.S Environmental Protection 
Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 
C:[_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)] 

E: Palich.Christian@epa.gov 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 

Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:41 
PM 

To: Palich, Christian 

<palich.christian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Forsgren, Lee 

<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 

Wildeman, Anna 
<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; Frye, 
Tony (Robert) 

<f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy 

<lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

We're still tweaking Bristol Bay and 

the MOU TPs. In meantime, here's a 

one pager on fish grinding. Back to 

you ASAP. 

From: Palich, Christian 

Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:27 
PM 

To: Ross, David P 

<ross.davidp@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; 

Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 

Wildeman, Anna 
<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; Frye, 

Tony (Robert) 

<f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy 

<lyons.troy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Hi All, 

Thanks Dave. Need this asap team 

OW, has to get in Administrators 

binder by 4. Thank you. 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional & 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S Environmental Protection 
Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 

! ! C: j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

E: Palich.Christian@epa.gov 
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From: Ross, David P 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:21 

PM 

To: Palich, Christian 

<palich.christian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Forsgren, Lee 

<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 

Wildeman, Anna 

<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; Frye, 

Tony (Robert) 

<f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy 
<lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Thanks all. I'm recused on Pebble so 

please drop me from the response if 

it is substantive. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 11, 2018, at 1:46 PM, Palich, 

Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 

wrote: 

Thank you! 

Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate 

Administrator 

Office of Congressional 

Affairs 
CL Ex._ 6 Personal Privacy (PP) __ i 

Sent from my 

iPhone 
On Jul 11, 2018, at 1:42 

PM, Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa 
.gov> wrote: 

Yes, we'll 

pull this 

together. 
Back to 

you 
ASAP. 

Sent from 

my iPhone 

On Jul 11, 

2018, at 

1:37 PM, 
Forsgren, 

Lee 
<Forsgren. 

Lee@epa. 
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I think Andrea can put them together with OWOW's help. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 11, 2018, at 6:11 PM, Palich, Christian 

wrote: 

Hi Team OW, 

Can I get one or two quick talking points on latest actions 
on below issues for a call with Senator Murkowski and the 
Administrator tomorrow? Thanks! 

• Fish Grinding 
• Alaska MOU 
• Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 
Ci Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
E~ PalichChristian@epa.gov 
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gov> 

wrote: 
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To: Burton, Tamika[burton.tamika@epa.gov] 
Cc: DeBell, Kevin[debell.kevin@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Penman, Crystal[Penman.Crystal@epa.gov] 
From: Campbell, Ann[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B8C25A0C2FB648B6A947694A8492311 E-CAMPBELL, ANN] 
Sent: Thur 7/26/2018 7:44:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: 072718: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine Briefing Paper 
Bristol Bay-Pebble Mine 404c.docx 

Please find attached the briefing paper for tomorrow's meeting with the Acting DA 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov] 

3/19/2018 4:09:25 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee [Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Subject: DRAFT Summary Options for Additional Public Comment 
Attachments: DRAFT Summary Options for Additional Public Comment.docx; ATTO000l.txt 

Lee- per request, attached is a one page version of the briefing given on the 7th. Let me know if you 
need anything further. 
John 
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The Honorable Scott Prnitt 
Administrator 

C!ongrcS's' of tlJt 'ijJhdtth ~tatez· 
J!)ouze of lB.eprtzentattutz 
WtiaZ'bington, fl}{£ 205 t5-030l 

May 3, 2018 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Mail Code: 1101A 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

We write to express our concerns with regards to the EPA's decision not to scrap the Obama 
Administration's preemptive veto, also known as the Proposed Detennination, frn: the prospective Pebble 
Limited Paiinership mining project in Bristol Bay, Alaska. It is our view that the process has deviated into 
improper and irregular tenitory for having engaged in a repeated, economically damaging back-and-forth 
as to whether the EPA would exercise a preemptive veto of the project under Section 404( c) of the Clean 
Water Act This has already set a hannfol precedent which has the potential to undercut the standard 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review processes for years to come. 

In a future administration, this dangerous precedent could be utilized as a tyrannical tool to restrict entire 
territories of the United States based on unilateral zoning edicts of the EPA on the basis of "unacceptable 
adverse" environmental effects - and decided under a paucity of evidence or before a project has even 
been proposed. It therefore poses a threat to the integrity of our entire project review system while casting 
the spectre of a double standard over this particular project. 

We the undersigned understand and value the dual role EPA has to play in exercising its Congressionally
mandated task of ensuring environmental and ecological integrity right alongside its obligation to ensure 
stiict due process in its reg11latory actions. We would also not miss the chance to recognize that you, 
Administrator Pnritt, are a longtime friend of responsible economic and resource development In this 
case, you have taken numerous steps to facilitate a holistic fact-finding process and right wrongs of the 
past administration which will allow Pebble ample oppo1tunities to propose and defend a mining plan that 
is consistent with environmental protection of Bristol Bay. That is a world of improvement over the 
tenure of those who served at EPA prior to you, 

It is because we recognize the above points that we raise the below concerns. The EPA's January 26, 2018 
decision not to overturn what was widely considered a preemptive veto of the Pebble Limited Partnership 
mining project by the Obama Administration has sowed tumuh for interested companies like Pebble and 
Nmthem Dynasty Minerals, for capital markets and for multiple mining stocks and indexes. Northern 
Dynasty Minerals' stock dropped more than 40% in the five trading days fr)llowing EPA 's announcement, 
and there is concern that the industry pminership comprising the potential project could fall apart due to 
this regulatory uncertainty, before a project proposal has even been fully analyzed. 

PRINTED ON RG:CYGLED PAPER 
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This is surely inconsistent with the intent of our project review processes enshrined in law, and the due 
process that is accorded to participants thereof. Our system is designed to facilitate the proposal of 
credible projects and sift the acceptable from the unacceptably adverse. \Vhat we have seen in this 
instance, however, is unpredictable regulatory action imperiling private entities and whole industries 
before a project has been sufficiently reviewed, a mere few weeks after an actual mine plan was finally 
allowed to be proposed. 

If EPA 's actions in this regard were necessary in order for it to execute its statutory mandate of 
environmental protection, then they would likely represent the proper steps having been taken. The public 
interest comes first as the mission of our federal agencies, and as Members of Congress we absolutely 
support that mission. However, it is weH-known that the environmental protection of Bristol Bay is not 
dependent on the withdrawal of the Proposed Determination being suspended. Those conditions are 
independent of one another because the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project has yet to undergo the 
rigors of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) which requires the analysis of in-depth plans as well 
as intensive ecological, chemical and geological study. 

As such, we respectfully question your premise when you stated clnring the announcement of the 
suspension, "Today's action allows EPA to get the information needed to determine what specific impacts 
the proposed mining project will have on those critical resources." Such an outcome is secured regardless 
of the suspension and as a consequence of the EIS, insofar as its scoping will encompass concerns 
surrounding the Bristol Bay-Watershed. That the necessary safeguards are already in place niakes the 
damage that has been done to the interested parties all the more regrettable. 

The effect of suspending this withdrawal of the Proposed Detennination is to retain an arbitrary and 
unnecessary "failsafe" against the Pebble Mine project. But if we believe our NEPA project review 
process is sufficiently fair and robust so as to constitute federal policy towards environmental review and 
mineral development, we should abstain from abruptly interjecting options which diverge from it in order 
to respond to a perceived threat That law exists to analyze and deal with such a threat on its own, in a fair 
and comprehensivemanner. In the case of its general failure as a protective statute, the proper remedy is 
legislative rather than agency action. 

To our knowledge, there has been no such general failure of NEPA to establish scuping and c1iteria that 
ensures enviromnental integrity. As such, in taking this dramatic and rare step, the burden is on EPA to 
demonstrate that its mandate of environmental stewardship is substantially unlikely to he fulfiHed 
following the completion of an EIS, such that queuing a disrnptive preemptive veto at this stage is a 
compelling necessity for the public good. With a project only having just been proposed and not fully 
analyzed, this is simply not possible at this juncture under even the best scientific scrutiny. 

The EPA's decision is also at odds with the Administration's stated policy on mineral development. 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, in conjunction with the President, has made mineral development a top 
policy priority. In December 2017, the President signed an Executive Order promoting natural resource 
development to reduce foreign dependence on strategic minerals, including copper, by "increase[ing] in 
private-sector domestic exploration" and "streamlining leasing and pem1itting processes to expedite 
exploration, production, processing, reprocessing, recycling, and domestic refining of critical minerals." 
Overwhelmingly, the Administration's stance tmvards mining projects and minerals has been to treat 
them as issues of economic and national security, because they are. 

As such, we have two requests. Firstly, we ask that the Proposed Detennination be withdrawn, as was 
originally planned. Going fmwnrd with the withdrawal of the preemptive veto makes a return to the due 
process track and goes towards repairing the harm caused to interested parties by process uncertainty to 
date. It retains the protections of a full review process without setting forth a terrible precedent as we11 as 
further damaging entities and industry, 
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Secondly, we ask that the EPA act in accordance with the outcomes of the nonnal NEPA process, which 
requires rigorous and scientific enviromnental review, befr>re deciding whether or not to let the Pebble 
Limited Partnership mining project proceed. 

We are honored to have the support of the following organizations and individuals that agree with our 
position and have endorsed this letter: American Exploration & Mining Association, National Mining 
Association, Women1s Mining Coalition, Competitive Enterprise Institute, Ameiicans for Limited 
Government, Arizona Mining Association, Alaska Miners Association, American Resources Policy 
Network, Arizona Pork Council, Arizona Rock Products Association, AZ BASS Nation, Bass Federation
AZ, Hibbing Area Chamber of Commerce, Hudbay Rosemont Copper Project, Idaho Mining Association, 
MiningMinnesota, New Mexico Cattle Growers' Association, New Mexico vVool Growers Inc., Southern 
Arizona Business Coalition, SRT Outdoors, Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative, Utah Mining 
Association, Yavapai Cattle Growers Association, Arizona District 6 Senator Sylvia Allen, Apache 
County Supervisor Doyel Shamley and Yavapai County Supervisors Thomas Thmman and Rowle 
Simmons, 

Thank you for your tl1oughtful consideration of our comments. We look forward to your timely response. 

Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. 
Member of Congress 

Lamar Smith 
Member of Congress 

Scott DesJar1ais 
Member of Congress 
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Sincerely, 

Doug born 
Member of Congress 

Bob Gibbs 
Member of Congress 

McKinley, P.E. 
of Congress 
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~b21. uJjf0\ 
Member of Congress 

- ----~·· 
-----~-

--
Scott Pen-y _ 
Member of Congress 
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Alex Mooney 
Member of Congress 

10, D.V.M. 
Member of Congress 

Doug EaMalfa 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Cc: President of the United States Donald J. Trump 

Secretary of the Department of the Inteiior Ryan Zinke 

ED_002890_00016654-00005 

~---· 
Roger Marshall 
Member of Congress 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Drinkard, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=808A6B7B65BF44 7F93DAD2F51 0FEAF61-ADRI NKAR] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 8:52: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble draft release 

FYI 

From: Abboud, Michael 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:38 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica 
<mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble draft release 

For Region 10 to send, does anyone have any edits? 

___ DRAFT: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Norm Van Vactor [norm@bbedc.com] 

6/26/2019 7:38:20 PM 
Forsgren, Lee [Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
'Matthew Paxton (matthew.paxton@arlaw.com)' [matthew.paxton@arlaw.com] 
Alert: Pebble Gold Mine in Alaska to Get Lifeline From Trump's EPA 

This is terrible news if true Lee. Look forward to our call in a bit with apprehension. 

Norm 

Pebble Gold Mine in Alaska to Get Lifeline From 
Trump's EPA 

? Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
? Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine 
planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, as regulators move toward undoing Obama
era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection Agency will resume considering on Wednesday 
whether to withdraw the proposed water pollution restrictions that have effectively 
stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, said a senior EPA official who 
asked for anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the 
issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus -- is a necessary prelude to the EPA 
officially lifting the restrictions later. 

The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and 
Pebble LP supporters, who have called on the EPA to lift the Clean Water Act 
restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and molybdenum mine move 
forward. 

Developers have touted the mine's potential, saying it aims to tap "the most 
significant undeveloped copper and gold resource in the world," with 6.5 billion 
tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of assumed minerals. The 
bounty of gold alone is estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out of reach largely because of the project's 
location in southwestern Alaska, inside an area that drains into Bristol Bay, home 
to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. Conservationists, local 
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activists and fishing operations have fought the project for more than a dozen 
years, warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon -- and a flourishing fishery 
with a catch that topped $281 million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA's 2014 proposal limiting the 
discharge of mining waste in the Bristol Bay watershed. The proposed 
restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even before project 
developers submitted a mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, 
could preclude the company from obtaining essential permits from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement 
the EPA reached with Pebble Mine in May 2017. Until then, the EPA has agreed 
not to impose more permanent restrictions under a section of the Clean Water Act 
governing the dumping of dredged or fill material. 

Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is evaluating the 
project's environmental impacts. However, confusion about the status of the five
year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA General Counsel 
Matthew Leopold said in a draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to 
make a final decision on the 2014 proposal to provide clarity and transparency to 
the public, Leopold argued in the memo. 

EPA's move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative 
and business groups, including Americans for Tax Reform, Americans for 
Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups argued Obama's 
EPA effectively issued a preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting 
substantive review of the mine based on assumptions about what it would look 
like. Pebble also argued its new mine plan is significantly different from what the 
Obama administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be 
scrapped, the drafted memo echoes the conservative criticism of the agency's 
approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke provisions in 
the Clean Water Act allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the 
mine, according to the drafted document. 

The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the 
Obama-era water limits before Pruitt made a surprise decision to leave them in 
place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively reinstating the process that 
was underway before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
has recused himself from any involvement in the issue, because his former law 
firm Faegre Baker Daniels LLP provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 
24, the company closed the sale of 12.2 million shares, raising $5 million, saying 
it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental impact study of the 
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project and continued "outreach and engagement with political and regulatory 
offices." It also sold large blocks of shares in March, raising more than $10 
million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, 
where a provision that would temporarily block the project was tucked into a 
House spending bill earlier this month. 

--With assistance from Stephen Lee. 

To contact the reporter on this story: 
Jennifer A Dlouhy in Washington at idlouhy1@bloomberg.net 

To contact the editors responsible for this story: 
Jon Morgan at jmorgan97@bloomberg.net 
Elizabeth Wasserman, Wendy Benjaminson 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 3:27:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 
10July2019 UTBB Meeting.docx 
UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Lee-- Attachments FYI 

-----Original Message----
From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 10:50 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, 
John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Here are the notes from the meeting. 

BBNC asked to talk to us today .. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message----
From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 7:25 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

fyi 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:45 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

ED_002890_00017812-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:44 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; 
Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

FYI 
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Template for Meeting Record 

UTBB Meeting - July 10, 2019 
Topic: June 2019 Leopold Memo - Bristol Bay 404(c) Action 

Meeting date: July 10, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: Rob Rosenfeld, NARF 

Location: EPA Region 10 in Seattle 

List of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Maryanne Johnson, Tribal Administrator, Portage Creek Tribe 

• George Alexie, President, Nondalton Village Council 

• Robin Samuelsen, Chief, Curyung Tribe 

• Bertha Pavian Lockuk, Council Member, Togiak Tribe 

• Matt Newman, Senior Staff Attorney, NARF 

• Rob Rosenfeld, MA, Consultant, NARF 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

List of EPA attendees: 

• Chris Hladick 

• David Allnutt 

• Dan Opalski 

• Winona Wilson 

• Ashley Palomaki 

Was there an agenda: No 
Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 
Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Robin Samuelson started the 

meeting. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 

• Robin Samuelsen 

• Expressed surprise about the memo, given that, in their opinion, Matt Leopold had 
reiterated "no change in the status quo" numerous times in the watershed in June of 

2019. 

• Emphasized the importance of the fishery for commercial fishing and subsistence 

• Stated that the tribes have relied on EPA to follow the science and urged EPA not to 

follow political whims 

• Indicated that UTBB will sue the Agency if we withdraw the PD 

• Stated that it's EPA's job to protect the water and that the tribes are relying on EPA . 

• Stated that he supports EPA's comments on the DEIS and 404 PN 

• Stated that the tribes do not want to be shut out and that they want to comment on the 
process. 

• George Alexie 

• Stated that Nondalton had fought hard for the 404c . 

• Stated that PLP wanted to give the community money, but they said no. They are 99% 

opposed to Pebble. 

• Bertha Pavian Lockuk 

• Stated that the majority of the Togiak village is against PLP 

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 
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• Stated that the community relies on commercial fishing and subsistence given inadequate 

public assistance and the expense of imports into the watershed, particularly gas and fuel 

• Her family has five generations of commercial fishers who are also subsistence harvesters . 

• Asked EPA for government-to-government consultation 

• Stated that they want clean water and health animals for future generations 

• Matt Newman 

• Stated that EPA promised it would make a final decision after the FEIS and that we would 

take additional public comment 

• Said that we can do 404q and keep the Proposed Determination in place at the same 

time. 

• Noted that FWS recommended a supplemental EIS 

• Said that the DEIS is so lacking that it can't be used for a decision . 

• Stated that this isn't an argument over bureaucratic process, this is about people's lives 

• Stated that there isn't "confusion" about EPA's Proposed Determination - that's a political 

argument 

• The tribes are owed time for reasoned decision making 

• Stated that the tribes are also working with the Corps as cooperating agencies . 

• Maryanne Johnson 

• Stated that the Portage Creek Tribe did not initially support the 404c because they wanted 

to hear from Pebble. They travelled to visit the Red Dog mine and visited with the local 

village council. The village was still in poverty even with the mine. They asked PLP to put 

in writing that 80% of the jobs would be native. PLP would not do so. Portage Creek Tribe 

supports the 404c. 

• Noted that with state budget cuts, community is even more dependent on fish and 

moose. 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? The tribes asked EPA if there was a decision on timing related 

to the memo. The Region indicated that we are in close communication with HQ and that we would 

provide the letter to Matt Leopold. 

Were materials provided? Yes - materials attached. 

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 
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united 
TFHBES Of BRISTOL BA.Y 

Via Hand Delivery 

July 10, 2019 

Chris Hladick, Region 10 Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Mr. Hladick: 

This letter is sent on behalf of the intertribal consortium the United Tribes of Bristol Bay 
(hereinafter ''the Tribes"). This letter is written in response to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (hereinafter "EPA" or "Agency'') General Counsel's memorandum 
Resuming consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination to 
restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site (hereinafter the "2019 Withdraw 
Memo" or "memo").1 The Tribes thank you for your commitment to the govemment-to
govemment relationship and open dialogue on the Pebble Project's new developments. 
The Tribes oppose withdrawal of the 2014 Proposed Determinations, the resumption of 
the withdrawal proceeding, and the elimination of additional opportunities for the public 
to comment on future steps the EPA takes under the section 404(c) process. 

I. The EPA should not resume consideration of the withdrawal of the Proposed 
Determination. 

The 2019 Withdraw Memo reverses the EPA's previous decision to leave in place the 
2014 Proposed Determination.2 The memo directs Region 10 to resume its consideration 
of whether to withdraw the Proposed Determination to restrict the use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a disposal site under the Clean Water Act (CWA) section 404(c).3 The 

1 Memorandum from Matthew Z. Leopold, General Counsel, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency, to Chris 
Hladi.ck, Regional Administrator, Region 10, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency (June. 26, 2019), available at 
https:/ /www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508. pdf [hereinafter "2019 
Withdraw Memo"]. 

2 See Notification of Decision Not To Withdraw Proposed Determination To Restrict the Use of an 
Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska, 83 Fed. Reg. 8,668 (Feb. 28, 2018). 

3 2019 Withdraw Memo at 1. 

ED_002890_00017814-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Proposed Determination was the culmination of years of effort by Bristol Bay's Tribes and 
Tribal members to protect the Bristol Bay wild salmon fisheries and the subsistence way of life 
tied so closely to those fisheries. In response to such efforts, the EPA developed a 
comprehensive science-based watershed assessment addressing the potential mining-related 
impacts to Bristol Bay's waters, salmon, wildlife, and most importantly, its Native people. More 
than three years of scientific study led to the Regional Administrator's finding of unacceptable 
adverse effects associated with mining activity at the Pebble Deposit and the subsequent 
restrictions listed in the Proposed Determination.4 

Unlike the Proposed Determination, the decision to resume the withdrawal proceedings is not 
based in reasoned decision-making or "peer-reviewed scientific and technical information."5 

Instead, the memo reflects political desires to advance the proposed Pebble Project. Withdrawing 
the Proposed Determination is counter to the EPA's existing administrative records concerning 
Bristol Bay and the Pebble Deposit. Nothing in the 2019 Withdraw Memo rebuts, contradicts, or 
counteracts that existing record. Therefore, leaving the Proposed Determination in place is the 
only reasonable, and legally defensible, decision. 

The EPA's erratic actions require a reasoned explanation. A decision to withdraw a proposed 
determination is a final agency action6 subject to judicial review under the Administrative 
Procedure Act ("AP A"). 7 The AP A requires a court to "hold unlawful and set aside agency 
action, findings, and conclusions found to be ... arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, or 
otherwise not in accordance with law."8 Time and again, courts have held that '"[u]nexplained 
inconsistency' between agency actions is 'a reason for holding an interpretation to be an arbitrary 
and capricious change. "'9 And "unexplained conflicting findings about the environmental 
impacts of a proposed agency action violate the AP A."10 The EPA's recent actions are 
inconsistent, unexplained, and conflicting. 

The 2019 Withdraw Memo attempts to justify withdrawal of the Proposed Determination based 
on rationales that the EPA has previously rejected. First, the memo directs Region 10 to resume 
withdrawal proceedings to "resolve any ambiguity about EPA's full compliance with the 
regulations and settlement agreement."11 In 2018, EPA refuted this rationale as the settlement 
agreement between the Agency and the Pebble Limited Partnership addressed key concerns of 
those who supported the withdrawal, even if the Proposed Determination remained in place. 12 

Though EPA 's regulations do not use the word "suspension," the regulations allow the EPA to 
extend regulatory time requirements ''upon a showing of good cause."13 When the EPA decided 

4 Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, 
Southwest Alaska, 79 Fed. Reg. 42,314, 42,316 to 42,317 (July 21, 2014). 

5 id. at 42,315. 
6 40 C.F.R. § 231.S(c). 
7 5 u.s.c. § 706. 
8 Id. § 706(2)(A). 
9 Organized Vilt. of Kake v. U.S. Dep 't of Agric., 195 F.3d 956, 966 (9th Cir. 2015) (en bane) (quoting 

Nat'! Cable & Telecomms. Ass'n v. Brand X Internet Servs., 545 U.S. 967,981 (2005)). 
10 Jd. at 969. 
11 2019 Withdraw Memo at 3. 
12 83 Fed. Reg. at 8,670. 
13 40 C.F.R. § 231.8. 
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not to withdraw the Proposed Determination, it also determined that good cause existed to extend 
the regulatory time frames "in order to allow for an additional public comment period and to 
align with the time frames established in the settlement agreement."14 Nothing in the 2019 
Withdraw Memo rebuts that decision. Indeed, the Withdraw Memo simply ignores it. 

Second, the 2019 Withdraw Memo directs Region IO to lift the suspension because the continued 
... suspension' causes confusion about the status of the 2014 Proposed Determination, [Pebble 
Limited Partnership's (PLP)] permit application, and the withdrawal proceeding itself." 15 Again, 
this has already been resolved. 16 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (hereinafter "Corps") 
regulations allow it "to accept, review, and process a permit application for a proposed project 
even if EPA has an ongoing Section 404(c) review for that project."17 In fact, the Corps has 
undertaken application review and development of an environmental impact statement (EIS) for 
the proposed Pebble Project unhindered by the EPA's Proposed Determination. Further. under 
the settlement agreement, Region 10 has agreed to refrain from proceeding to the next step of the 
Section 404(c) process "before either May 11, 2021, or public notice of a final EIS on PLP's 
Section 404 permit application regarding the Pebble deposit." 18 To be clear: EPA decided not to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination, suspended the initial withdrawal proceeding, and left the 
Proposed Determination in place. 19 The Corps' application review and NEPA processes are 
moving forward uninhibited by the Proposed Determination. But now, EPA is reversing its own 
decision to not withdraw the Proposed Determination and is lifting the suspension of the 
withdrawal proceeding.20 This is a solution in search of a problem and does not provide a 
reasonable basis for resuming withdrawal of the Proposed Determination. 

Finally, the 2019 Withdraw Memo directs Region 10 to lift the suspension because the Agency 
has "significant new information to inform its decision-making."21 However, the Agency 
undercuts this rationale in its own comments on the draft environmental impact statement 
(DEIS). Though the memo asserts that there is "significant new information," the EPA's 
comments on the DEIS clearly establish that more information is necessary to adequately 
evaluate the impacts of the proposed Pebble Project. EPA's comments state that because the 
DEIS "lacks certain critical information," it "likely underestimates impacts and risks to 
groundwater and surface water flows, water quality, wetlands, aquatic resources~ and air quality 
from the Pebble Project."22 This reinforces the need for the final EIS before the EPA makes a 
decision whether to withdraw or leave in place the Proposed Determination. Former EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt led the charge to suspend the initial withdrawal proceeding and 
reasoned that "it is critical for the agency to participate in the EIS process and review the final 

14 83 Fed. Reg. at 8,671. 
15 2019 Withdraw Memo at 3. 
16 83 Fed. Reg. at 8,670. 
17 Id. (citing 33 C.F.R. § 323.6(b)). 
is Id. 
19 Jd. at 8,671. 
20 2019 Withdraw Memo at 1. 
21 Jd. at 3. 
22 Letter from Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, Region 10, U.S. Envtl. Prot Agency, to Shane 

McCoy, Program Manager, U.S. Army Corps Eng'rs, Alaska District (July 1, 2019), available at 
https://www .epa.gov/sites/production/files/20 19-07 /documents/epa-comments-draft-eis-pebble-proj ect-07-01-
2019. pdf. 
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EIS in detail before determining whether to proceed with the Section 404( c) process in this 
case. "23 The Tribes request that EPA wait for the final EIS before making a decision about its 
next steps under the 404(c) process. Any other course of action would, by the Agency's own 
admission, be arbitrary and capricious. 

II. The Regional Administrator should exercise discretion to hold a public comment 
period, 

The 2019 Withdraw Memo requests that Region 10 reevaluate the need for an additional public 
comment period.24 In 2018, the EPA informed the public that it would solicit public comment on 
steps the Agency should take under Section 404(c) to prevent unacceptable adverse effects to the 
Bristol Bay watershed's abundant and valuable fishery resources.25 It is unclear why this position 
has changed. 

The 2019 Withdraw Memo asserts that there is "significant new information" that will inform 
EPA's decision-making.26 However, the EPA aims to restrict the public's ability to provide 
comment on the new information or to reconcile that new information with the previous 
administrative record. Without a public comment period, the public is also unable to reconcile 
EPA's DEIS comments with the proposed withdrawal. Agency decisions based on new 
information demand an opportunity for the public to provide comment, even if the EPA has 
considered "the millions of public comments previously submitted to the Agency."27 The public 
has a right to weigh in on new information. It is unacceptable for EPA to deviate from the norm 
of public comment, particularly in light of the fact that the EPA previously indicated that it 
would allow additional public comment. 

In addition, EPA has a longstanding tradition of recognizing Tribes as partners. 28 Consultation 
with federally recognized tribes "is an integral component of the federal government's general 
trust relationship."29 The EPA has "establish[ed] and implement[ed] processes to ensure 
meaningful and timely input by tribal officials in the development of policies that have tribal 
implications."30 In fact, earlier this year, EPA Administrator Wheeler reaffirmed the Agency's 
1984 Indian Policy.31 The EPA's 1984 Indian Policy specifies how it should interact with tribal 

23 Memorandum from E. Scott Pruitt, Administrator, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency on Updating the EPA's 
Regulations Implementing the Clean Water Act Section 404(c) (June. 26, 2018), available at 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-06/documents/memo _ cwa _section_ 404c _regs_ 06-26-2018 _ 0.pdf. 

24 2019 Withdraw Memo at L 
25 83 Fed. Reg. at 8,668 & 8,671. 
26 2019 Withdraw Memo at 3. 
27 See id. at 4. 
28 Memorandum from Andrew R. Wheeler, Administrator, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency on Reaffirmation of 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Indian Policy (Apr. 5, 2019), available at hrtps://www.epa.gov/sites/ 
production/files/2019-04/documents/l 0apr l 9memo _reaffirming_ epas _ 1984 _ indian_policy .pdf (recognizing EPA as 
the first federal agency to adopt a fonnal Indian policy). 

29 U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency, EPA Region 10 Tribal Consultation and Coordination Procedures (Oct. 2012), 
available at bttps://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF .cgi?Dockey=P I 00FFEY .txt. 

30 Id. 
31 Memorandum from Andrew R. Wheeler, Administrator, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency on Reaffirmation of 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Indian Policy (Apr. 5, 2019), available at hrtps://www.epa.gov/sites/ 
production/files/2019-04/docwnents/1 0apr I 9memo _reaffirming_ epas _ 1984_indian _policy.pdf. 
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governments and consider tribal interests in delivering programs to protect hmnan health and the 
environment12 

The 2019 Withdraiv Memo disregards EPA 's longstanding tradition that supports tribal 
consultation and coordination in decision-making, n also disregards Region lO's Consultation 
and Coordination procedures, The 2019 Withdraw Memo attempts to dodge the public comment 
period, However, it does not relieve Region 10 of any general trust responsibility to consider the 
interests of the Tribes and meet on a governmenMo*government basis, The Tribes wiU be 
directly impacted by the proposed project and the EPA; at the very least, must provide the Tribes 
to provide comment on the new inforrnadon and a government-to-government basis, 

In light of the current record, the only reasonable decision is to leave the Proposed Determination 
in place, The Proposed Determination represents years of scientific study and cooperation 
between the Tribes and the EPA. In contrast, the 2019 \Vithdraw Memo is the result of political 
desire, lacking any support in the current administrative record, Therefore; the Tribes request that 
the EPA not withdraw the Proposed Determination and provide opportunities for the public to 
comment on any future steps the Agency talces under the Section 404(c) process, 

Respectfully, 

Robert Efoyano 
President 
United Tribes of Bristol Bay 

31 U.S, EnvtL ProL Agent}"< Pulley for the Administration of Environmental Programs on Indian 
Reservations (Nov, 8, l 9R4), available at ltttps:f!w,vw,cpa,govh,itedproduction/files/2i)] 5-04/docum,:ntdindian• 
polk:y-f,lpd{ 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 6:39:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 
Pebble DEIS comments McK.docx 
Pebble doc 2-14 Critique of EPA BBA part 1.pdf 
Pebble doc 2-14 Critique of EPA BBA part 2.pdf 
Pebble doc 2-14 Critique of EPA BBA part 2.pdf 

DELIBERATIVE 

Lee-although Palmer and 1i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

! · Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ·! 
'-Thanks,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

John 

From: McKie Campbell <MCampbell@bwstrategies.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:23 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John -
I really appreciated our meeting with you and Palmer this morning. As you recall, Peter said that two to three weeks 
ago Pebble was telling investors that there would be significant good news from EPA right about now. You both 
professed surprise and mystery and said you nothing they knew about it. A couple of hours later the article below hit. If 
you an Palmer didn't know about it, it is a clear indication that is strictly a political decision, not something based on 
analysis and merit. 
I believe the "$100 Billion Lode" Pebble touts to investors and discussed below is the full ore body, not Pebble's 20-
year proposed mine plan. 
Attached are my draft comments I intend to submit and the Pebble document I referred to this morning. 
McKie 

McKie Campbell, Managing Partner 
--- !I Ii II_,. 

BlueWater Strategies lie 
mcam pbell@bwstrategies.com 
http://www.bwstrategies.com/ 
W - 202-589-0015 
C ~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
This message may contain information that is privileged or confidential. lfyou receive this transmission in error, please notify the sender by 
rep(y e-mail and delete the message and any attachments. 

Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From 
Trump EPA 
By 
Jennifer A Dlouhy 
June 26, 2019, 12:00 PM EDT Updated on June 26, 2019, 12:13 PM EDT 

• Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
• Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, as 
regulators move toward undoing Obama-era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection A enc will resume considering on Wednesday whether to withdraw the proposed water 
pollution restrictions that have effectively stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, said a senior EPA official 
who asked for anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus --
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is a necessary prelude to the EPA officially lifting the restrictions later. 

The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and-'----===---=-'- supporters, who have called on 
the EPA to lift the Clean Water Act restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and molybdenum mine move forward. 

Dillingham, Alaska in the Bristol Bay region. 

Photographer: Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/MCT via Getty Images 

Northern Dynasty rose the most since November on the news, jumping as much as 28% in New York trading. 

Developers have touted the mine' s potential, saying it aims to tap "the most significant undeveloped copper and gold 
resource in the world," with 6.5 billion tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of assumed minerals. The 
bounty of gold alone is estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out ofreach largely because of the project's location in southwestern Alaska, inside an area 
that drains into Bristol Bay, home to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. Conservationists, local activists and 
fishing operations have fought the project for more than a dozen years, warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon --
and a flourishing fishery with a that topped $281 million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA' s 2014 proposal limiting the discharge of mining waste in the Bristol Bay 
watershed. The proposed restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even before project developers 
submitted a mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, could preclude the company from obtaining essential 
permits from the -""---'--'""--'---"---""--"-""--.J...---""--"''-"="---"'-''---====-"· 

The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement the EPA reached with Pebble Mine in 
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May 2017. Until then, the EPA has agreed not to impose more permanent restrictions under a section of the Clean Water 
Act governing the dumping of dredged or fill material. 

Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is evaluating the project's environmental impacts. However, 
confusion about the status of the five-year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA General Counsel 
Matthew Leopold said in a draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to make a final decision on the 2014 
proposal to provide clarity and transparency to the public, Leopold argued in the memo. 

EPA' s move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative and business groups, including Americans 
for Tax Reform, Americans for Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups argued Obama' s EPA 
effectively issued a preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting substantive review of the mine based on assumptions 
about what it would look like. Pebble also argued its new mine plan is significantly different from what the Obama 
administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be scrapped, the drafted memo echoes the 
conservative criticism of the agency's approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke provisions in the 
Clean Water Act allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the mine, according to the drafted document. 

The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the Obama-era water limits before Pruitt 
made a surprise decision to leave them in place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively reinstating the process that 
was underway before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler has recused himself from any 
involvement in the issue, because his former law firm Faeg e Baker Daniels LLP provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 24, the company closed the sale of 12.2 
million shares, raising $5 million, saying it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental impact study of the project 
and continued "outreach and engagement with political and regulatory offices." It also sold large blocks of shares in 
March, raising more than $10 million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, where a provision that would 
temporarily block the project was tucked into a House spendin 0 bill earlier this month. 

- With assistance by Stephen Lee, and Susan Decker 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Lee, 

Daniel l. Cheyette [dcheyette@BBNC.NET] 
6/26/2019 5:21:42 PM 
Forsgren, lee [Forsgren.lee@epa.gov] 
Re: Meeting with Daniel l. Cheyette 

We met with John Goodin and Palmer Hough this morning and shared the views of several of our scientists 
on problems with the DEIS. It was a good meeting. 

Just a few hours later we are reading reports that the EPA is going to reopen the proposed determination. 
can you confirm whether that is true? If so, we would appreciate some clarification as to why we were 
not told of this decision this morning or why, when asked a few weeks ago in Dillingham, we were told 
there was no plan to take any immediate action? 

As you can imagine, if true, we are not too pleased with this course of events. 

I appreciate any details you can share. 

Regards, 
Dan 

Sent from my iPhone 

> on Jun 21, 2019, at 2:20 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> [External Email] 
> 
> 
> Attendees will include: 
> 
> Matt schweisberg, Wetlands Strategies and solutions; 
> Sarah o' Neal, Agua Dulce Freshwater Consulting; 
> Cameron Wobus, Lynker Technologies; 
> chip Smith, chip Smith Consulting Services; 
> Daniel cheyette, Bristol Bay Native Corporation; 
> Peter Van Tuyn, Bessenyey & Van Tuyn; 
> Kevin Sweeney, Six-7 Strategies; 
> Matt Gall, Strategies 360; and/or 
> Tylynn Gordon, Strategies 360 
> 
> 
> 
> From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC.NET<mailto:dcheyette@BBNC.NET>> 
> Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 4:10 PM 
> To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov<mailto:Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>> 
> subject: Draft EIS Science Briefing 
> 
> Lee, 
> 
> Great to see you last week in Alaska. We will have three of the technical people who have been 
reviewing the Pebble Draft EIS back in Washington DC on June 25th and 26th to provide technical briefings 
on their work. If EPA is interested we would like to provide a briefing to the agency. It would take 
about an hour. 
> our technical team that will be in DC includes 
> 
> 1. Matt schweisberg, Wetland Strategies and solutions, LLC (Matt was with the EPA for 32 years as a 
wetlands ecologist). https://wetlandsns.com/ 
> 2. Sarah o' Neil, Agua Dulce Freshwater Consulting, LLC 
> 3. cam Wobus, Lynker Technology, LLC https://www.lynker.com/ 
> 
> Matt, Sarah and cam work respectively on wetlands, fish and water management and so their presentations 
would focus on how the Draft EIS considers each topic and the deficiencies therein related to each. 
> 
> The morning or mid to late afternoon of the 26th would probably be the best time for our current 
schedules, but we are happy to work with your schedules. 
> 
> Let me know and thanks, 
> Dan 
> 
> 
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> Daniel L. cheyette 
> Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
> Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
> P: 907.278.3602 
> D: 907.265.7855 
> www.bbnc.net<http://www.bbnc.net/> 
> 
> 
> <Real ID Information.pdf> 
> <meeting. i cs> 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5: 12:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Query from AP, Juneau, AK 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c e a. ov> 
Date: June 26, 2019 at I :08:26 PM EDT 
To: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nanc c: e a. ov>, "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Query from AP, Juneau, AK 

Bohrer, Becky <bbohrer@ap.org> 

"Bloomberg reports that EPA today will resume considering whether to withdraw restrictions proposed for 
development in the Bristol Bay region under the Obama administration. 
I had asked last week for an update on this but was told I would not get anyone to speak with me. 
Can you confirm whether this is true and if so, what the next steps are and what this means." 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 

Public Affairs Director 
EPA Region 10 
Desk: 206-553-1237 
Cell: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Follow us on Twitter! (ri!f P/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 4:38:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Signed memo from OGC to R10 re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Got it 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Jun 26, 2019, at 12:38 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> We need to post this, AFTER we talk. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> Begin forwarded message: 
> 
> From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov<mailto:Fotouhi.David@epa.gov» 
> To: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov<mailto:Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>>, "Konkus, John" 
<konkus.john@epa.gov<mailto:konkus.john@epa.gov>>, "Abboud, Michael" 
<abboud.michael@epa.gov<mailto:abboud.michael@epa.gov>> 
> Subject: Signed memo from OGC to R10 re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 
> 
> The signed memo is attached. Lee, I understand your folks will be able to post it to EPA's Bristol Bay 
webpage. John, Mike, let me know if you need anything else from me regarding the press release. 
Thanks! 
> 
> David Fotouhi 
> 
> Principal Deputy General Counsel 
> Office of General Counsel 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
> Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
> fotouhi.david@epa.gov<mailto:fotouhi.david@epa.gov> 
> 
> From: DC-WJCN-4020-M@epa.gov<mailto:DC-WJCN-4020-M@epa.gov> <DC-WJCN-4020-
M@epa.gov< mai Ito: DC-WJCN-4020-M@epa.gov> > 
> Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 8:49 AM 
> To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov<mailto:Fotouhi.David@epa.gov» 
> Subject: 
> 
> 
> <image2019-06-26-084914.pdf> 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 1 :11 :57 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 

More plane reading . 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Date: June 6, 2019 at 8 :24: 13 PM EDT 
To: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert c e a. ov> 
Cc: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne e a. ov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne me a. ov>, "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, 
"Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Hoppe, Allison" 
<hoppe. allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 

In addition to the information David sent, here is information about the importance of mining generally to the State of 
Alaska. This is a piece written by the Resource Development Council. 

https://www.akrdc.org/mining 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 11:04 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; 
Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 

Information on Fisheries and Mining Resources in the Bristol Bay area: 

From the ppt I mentioned: 

Biological Resources: 

• Bristol Bay produces almost half of world's sockeye salmon 
• Kvichak watershed world's largest producer of sockeye salmon 
• Nushagak watershed frequently at or near world's largest producer of Chinook salmon 

Biological Resources Support: 

• 14,000 jobs, generates $480 million annually in direct economic expenditures and sales 

• Salmon fishery valued at $1.5 billion annually 

• 4,000-year-old subsistence fishery for Alaska Natives 
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Geological Resources: 

• At least 10 claims with more than minimal exploration, including Pebble. 

• Pebble deposit: low-grade, with copper, gold, and molybdenum 

• According to NDM, Pebble could: 

• Be largest mine of its type in North America 

• Produce 3,000 jobs in AK 

• Contribute $2.7 billion to US GDP annually 

• Economics of mining the Pebble deposit are speculative 
• Since 2001, four major mining companies have walked away from Pebble project 

From EPA's Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment [Executive summary-- 20141: 

Ecological Resources 
The Bristol Bay watershed provides habitat for numerous animal species, including at least 29 fish species, more than 

40 terrestrial mammal species, and more than 190 bird species. Many of these species are essential to the structure 

and function of the region's ecosystems and current economies. The Bristol Bay watershed supports several 

wilderness compatible and sustainable economic sectors, such as commercial, sport, and subsistence fishing; sport 

and subsistence hunting; and nonconsumptive recreation. Considering all these sectors, the Bristol Bay watershed's 

ecological resources generated nearly $480 million in direct economic expenditures and sales in 2009 and provided 
employment for over 14,000 full- and part-time workers. Chief among these ecological resources are world-class 

commercial and sport fisheries for Pacific salmon and other salmonids. The region's commercial salmon fishery 

generates the largest component of economic activity. The watershed supports production of all five species of Pacific 

salmon found in North America: sockeye (Oncorhynchus nerka), coho (0. kisutch), Chinook (0. tshawytscha), chum (0. 
keta), and pink (0. gorbuscha). These fishes are anadromous, meaning that they hatch and rear in freshwater systems, 

migrate to sea to grow to adult size, and return to freshwater systems to spawn and die. Because no hatchery fish are 
raised or released in the watershed, Bristol Bay's salmon populations are entirely wild. The most abundant salmon 

species in the Bristol Bay watershed is sockeye salmon. The watershed supports the largest sockeye salmon fishery in 

the world, with approximately 46% of the average global abundance of wild sockeye salmon. Between 1990 and 2009, 

the annual average inshore run of sockeye salmon in Bristol Bay was approximately 37.5 million fish. Annual 

commercial harvest of sockeye over this same period averaged 25. 7 million fish. Approximately half of Bristol Bay's 

sockeye salmon production is from the Nushagak and Kvichak River watersheds, the main area of focus for this 
assessment. Chinook salmon are also abundant in the region. Chinook returns to the Nushagak River are consistently 

greater than 100,000 fish per year and have exceeded 200,000 fish in 11 years between 1966 and 2010, frequently 
placing Nushagak River Chinook runs at or near the world's largest. This is noteworthy given the Nushagak River's 

small watershed area compared to other Chinook-producing rivers such as the Yukon River, which spans Alaska and 

much of northwestern Canada, and the Kuskokwim River in southwestern Alaska, just north of Bristol Bay. The Bristol 

Bay watershed also supports populations of non-salmon fishes that typically (but not always) remain in the 
watershed's freshwater habitats throughout their life cycles. The region contains highly productive waters for sport 

and subsistence fish species, including rainbow trout (0. mykiss), Dolly Varden (Salvelinus malma), Arctic char (S. 

alpinus), lake trout (S. namaycush), Arctic grayling (Thymallus arcticus), northern pike (Esox lucius), and humpback 

whitefish (Coregonus pidschian). These fishes occupy a variety of habitats in the watershed, from headwater streams 

to wetlands to large rivers and lakes. The Bristol Bay region is especially renowned for the size and abundance of its 

rainbow trout: between 2003 and 2007, an estimated 183,000 rainbow trout were caught in the Bristol Bay 
Management Area. 

Geological Resources 

In addition to significant and valuable ecological resources, the Nushagak and Kvichak River watersheds contain 

considerable mineral resources. The potential for large-scale mine development in the region is greatest for copper 

deposits and, to a lesser extent, for intrusion-related gold deposits. Because these deposits are low-grade- meaning 
that they contain relatively small amounts of metals relative to the amount of ore-mining will be economic only if 

conducted over large areas and will necessarily produce large amounts of waste material. The largest known and 

most explored deposit is the Pebble deposit. If fully mined, the claim holder estimates that the Pebble deposit would 

ED_002890_00018204-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



produce more than 11 billion tons of ore, which would make it the largest mine of its type in North America. A mine at 
the Pebble deposit could ultimately generate revenues between $300 billion to $500 billion over the life of the mine, 

as well as provide more than 2,000 jobs during mine construction and more than 1,000 jobs during mine operation. 

Although the Pebble deposit represents the most imminent site of mine development, other mineral deposits with 

potentially significant resources exist in the Nushagak and Kvichak River watersheds. Ten specific claims with more 

than minimal recent exploration (in addition to the Pebble deposit claim) have been filed for copper deposits. Most of 

these claims are near the Pebble deposit. The potential impacts of large-scale mining considered in this assessment 
are generally applicable to these other sites. 

From the DRAFT materials Matt was provided earlier this week: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Thur 6/6/2019 11 :38:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Alaska trip -- news clips 
Alaska trip news clips -- Pebble Mine.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
Alaska trip news clips -- PFAS 2019.docx 
A TT00002. htm 
Alaska trip news clips -- Fairbanks PM 2.5.docx 
A TT00003. htm 

Reading for the plane ride ! 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne c e a. ov> 
Date: June 6, 2019 at 6:51:56 PM EDT 
To: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert me a. ov>, "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c e a. ov>, "Wehling, 
Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Fordham, Tami" 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>, "Hoppe, Allison" <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>, "Aguirre, Janita" 
<Aguirre.Janita@epa.gov>, "Tovar, Katlyn" <tovar.katlyn@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Alaska trip -- news clips 

Good Afternoon: 

Attached are a compilation of recent news clips covering three of the top discussion topics in the Alaska stakeholder 
meetings. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Thanks. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (:l_E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy_(PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Spraul, Greg[Spraul.Greg@epa.gov]; Aguirre, Janita[Aguirre.Janita@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 8:37:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For Lee Review: Alaska Q&As and Matt's opening remarks 
EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19AD.docx 
Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft R10 cmts.docx 

The Q&As were prepared by the Region. Brian didn't have any edits to them. 

OGC prepared Matt's opening remarks, which regional staff weighed in on. 

-Allison 

Allison Dennis 
Acting Communications Director 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: 202-564-1985 
Ce 11 i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 
Dennis.Allison@epa.gov 
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To: Mutz, John (Fletcher)[mutz.john@epa.gov] 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Rodrick, Christian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=651 SDBE46DAE466DA53C8A3AA3BE8CC2-RODRICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 7:31 :27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Fletcher-have you let Lee know yet? Cc'ing him here. Lee are you available today at 445? 
Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 3:24 PM, Mutz, John (Fletcher) 

Matt will definitely need Lee there too, so please bring him along! 

From: Mutz, John (Fletcher) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 2:58 PM 
To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

You can ride with him. Was anyone else coming? 

Here is the info for the ride. 

Passenger Information 
• Name: MATTHEW LEOPOLD/OGC 
• NU m be r L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_ (PP) .l 
• Pickup Time: 2019-06-04 16:30:00.0 
• Pickup Location i.=.~-~-~:.'.:.'.'.~~~".."~~-~~1~"..U 
• Drop-Off Location: RAYBURN HOUSE BLDG (RHOB) 

Vehicle Information 

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) 

From: Rodrick, Christian 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 2:57 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with Rep. Gosar 

wrote: 

Thanks-should I depart the EPA at 4:30 with Matt? Or just meet him there? 

CR 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 4, 2019, at 2:55 PM, Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Christian, 

This meeting was moved a bit earlier in the day. It will take place at 4:45pm. Just wanted to keep you in 
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the loop. 

Fletcher 

From: Rodrick, Christian 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 1:00 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Did this ever get firmed up? 

Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 
(202) 564-4828 

From: Mutz, John (Fletcher) 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 2:32 PM 
To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Will do. Thanks. 

From: Rodrick, Christian 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 2:32 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kolb, John (John Mark) 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Great-then I will let you handle that and just let me know once it is scheduled. 

Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 
(202) 564-4828 

From: Mutz, John (Fletcher) 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 2:29 PM 
To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov>; Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 
Cc: Kolb, John (John Mark) 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Christian, 

Matt would actually like to do this meeting in person on the Hill. Leslie and I are working out the details. 
As of now, this is set for Tuesday at 5:00pm. 

Fletcher 

From: Rodrick, Christian 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 2:28 PM 
To: Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov>; Kolb, John (JohnMark) 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Leslie, 
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Happy to provide one-We can use the below call in line at 2:30PM on Wednesday, 6/5. Who do 
you anticipate will be joining the Chairman on the call? Jeff? 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Call in. i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
. . ' 

Confer~nce ID: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Auto Conferen~ing PIN:!e.,,.,00

., •• "''''i 
Thanks, '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Christian Rodrick 
(202) 564-4828 

From: Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 1:01 PM 
To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov>; Kolb, John (JohnMark) <kolb.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

We can make that time work on June 5th
• Do you have a conference call line, or would 

you like me to provide one? 

Thank you, 

Leslie Rath Foti 
Director of Scheduling & Administration 

Finance Director I Congressional Western Caucus 

Adzona's 4t D\strkt 
2057 RHOE I Washington, DC 20515 

From: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 12:38 PM 
To: Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov>; Kolb, John (JohnMark) <kolb.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Leslie, 

Thanks for your patience on this request-I wanted to see if The Chairman would be willing to 
have a phone call at 2:30PM on Wednesday to discuss this issue w/ General Counsel Leopold? 
Happy to chat if you have any time. 

Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 
(202) 564-4828 
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From: Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 3:38 PM 
To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

I spoke with ,Jeff and our Chief and we would like to take you up on your offer for a meeting with 
General Counsel Mr. Leopold. Please let me know his availability next week or the fowling. 

Thank you for your help! 

Leslie Rath Foti 
Director of Scheduling & Administration 

Finance Director I Congressional Western Caucus 

Arizona;s 4·; Dlstnc:t 
2057 RHOB I Washington, DC 20515 

From: Rodrick, Christian [,_,_m=il"""-'-:,._,,r ""'--'-ri""-'-"k.'-'"-'-'-'--'-"-'"-""-="'-"'-"== 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 3:23 PM 
To: Foti, Leslie 
Subject: RE: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Leslie, 

So sorry for the delay in getting back to you on this-do you have a couple seconds to chat 
today? 

Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 
(202) 564-4828 

From: Foti, Leslie <Leslie.Foti@mail.house.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 10:31 AM 

To: Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov> 

Subject: Call with Rep. Gosar 

Rodrick, 

Congressman Gosar would like to set up a call with General Counsel Matthew Leopold for this week or 

next. Please let me know if we can possibly get this on the books. 

Below are the talking points for the call. 
• I wanted to get an issue on your radar screen that involves a major copper and gold mine project 
in Alaska - called the Pebble mine - and the need for EPA to take prompt action to undo one of the 

more egregious acts by the Obama EPA. 

o The mine is located in the largest undeveloped reserve of copper and gold in the world, and 

represents tremendous opportunities for Alaska and the lower 48 states that would provide equipment, 
goods and services. 

ED_002890_00018311-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



o The Obama EPA had issued a veto of the mine before the proponents of the project had even 

submitted an application and detailed mine plan for approval under the Clean Water Act, over concerns 

about potential impacts on the Bristol Bay salmon fishery. 

o The Corps of Engineers is traditionally the lead agency for these permits, but the Obama EPA vetoed 
the project pre-emptively- an unprecedented and likely unlawful use of EPA authority under the Clean 

Water Act (it can review projects after the Corps has approved a permit, and can veto the project if it 

believes there is unacceptable environmental risk). 

• Scott Pruitt started the process to withdraw this pre-emptive veto, but suspended the withdrawal 

after public comment. 

o While this allowed the project to go into the Clean Water Act permitting process, the overhang of the 
veto has two fundamentally adverse and unfair consequences-

• The Corps likely cannot issue a permit at the end of its review as long as the veto remains in place, and 

• The project sponsors are unable to attract a partner - a major mining company- to help complete 
permitting and develop the mine. 

• It appears now that the Administration is in agreement on the need to finish this process, but I'm 

concerned that there could be an extended bureaucratic review at EPA to complete this. 

o This is in part because Andrew Wheeler has recused himself on this issue, as you may know - his 
former firm had arranged a meeting for the Pebble team with Scott Pruitt (which he didn't attend). 

o And the issue has apparently been transferred to the EPA General Counsel for further disposition. 

• As you may recall, we undertook a great deal of oversight on this issue over the last several years 
- by the Science, Resources and Oversight Committees - and several letters have been sent to EPA

Two are attached. 

• In all honesty, this issue should have been dealt with over a year ago, so I hope you can encourage 
the folks at EPA to move promptly. It is a terrible precedent - one that could easily be used by a future 

Administration seeking to block major resource development projects. 

o The Army Corps of Engineers has published a draft Environmental Impact Statement for the project 
and they are currently in the middle of public comment on that document - and it closes on May 31st. 

o It would be appropriate and helpful for EPA to complete the withdrawal of the pre-emptive veto 

during this comment period, so interested parties could comment in that docket if they chose to do so. 

o Time is of the urgency as we need action by the Administration within the next several weeks on the 

item requested above. 

Thank you, 

Leslie Rath Foti 
Director of Scheduling & Administration 
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Arizona's 4th District 
2057 RHOB I Washington, DC 20515 
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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 

Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Penman, Crystal[Penman.Crystal@epa.gov] 
Matthew Paxton[Matthew.Paxton@arlaw.com] 
Tue 2/12/2019 2:19:56 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: BBEDC In Town Feb. 26/27 

Lee - OK, I will just hope you will be here!! Thanks, Matt 

On Feb 12, 2019, at 9: 11 AM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Matt, 
I will double check but I believe I will be at the WOTUS public hearing in Missouri during the visit. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 12, 2019, at 9:01 AM, Matthew Paxton <Matthew.Paxton c arlaw.com> wrote: 

Lee, 

Robin Samuelsen and Norm Van Vactor will be coming to DC and were hoping to get on your calendar 
for a quick meeting on either February 26 or 27. Right now we are wide open both of those days and 
would really like to update you on issues back in Bristol Bay. Please let me know if you any availability 
and I will lock that in first. 

Thanks so much and hope we can get in for a quick visit. 

Best regards, 

Matt 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN FRAZER] 
Sent: Fri 12/21/2018 10:19:38 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Got it. 
Thanks 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 11 :35 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

l _____________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ De I i_ b_e _rat iv e ___ P r o ce s s ___ ( D P) ____________________________________________ i 
Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 7:36 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lee, 
Ok, Thanks. So that you're aware, the response letter is still in HQ. David F. is currently 
reviewing and had signaled that he has comments. Also, the region's deadline to respond is Dec. 
28, so we have some time. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 6:29 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-=·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 
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On Dec 19, 2018, at 5:20 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks, Lee. 

bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 4:08 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Brian 

I am fine with Chris Hladick's response. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 19, 2018, at 2:43 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

ED_002890_00021625-00002 

Lee, 

On 12/5/18, Pebble sent the attached letter to Acting 

Administr9tor. Wheeler _requesting that. EPA withdraw. the·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Pebble po! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-L-------------------------------------------------------~---·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

RlO's deadline to send this out is 12/28, we would appreciate 
your thoughts on it as soon as you return to the office on 12/26 

so we can close the loop with RlO. 

Thanks, 

bf 

***************************** 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetland, Oceans and Watersheds 
Office of Water 
USEPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-566-1652 

<19-000-1541 Collier Draft Letter 12-19-18.docx> - -
<19-000-1541_ Correspondence. pdf> 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Campbell, Ann[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B8C25A0C2FB648B6A947694A8492311 E-CAMPBELL, ANN] 
Sent: Wed 11/21/2018 2:33:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Will do. 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:12 AM 

To: Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Yes please. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 21, 2018, at 7:35 AM, Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> wrote: 

Sure thing. Do you want a response prepared? 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 

On Nov 20, 2018, at 10:32 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ann 

Can we get this into the CMS system. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Daniel L. Cheyette" <dcheyette@BBNCNET> 

Date: November 20, 2018 at 8:01:28 PM EST 

To: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Lee, 

When we last spoke in September you let us know that EPA's position on the Bristol Bay 
Proposed Determination and the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment had not changed and 

there was no reason for the agency to reconsider those documents at that time. This was 

welcome news to us as we believe the BBWA was a thorough and robust document that 
accurately described the risks that large-scale hard rock mining would pose to the region's 

fisheries, economies and way of life, and the proposed determination was a reasonable 

measure to protect the region from these potential threats. 

This good work by the EPA nevertheless continues to come under criticism; most recently 

from the Competitive Enterprise Institute which recently sent a letter to EPA challenging 
the BBWA. I am emailing you to urge EPA to disregard these baseless attacks on the work 

of the agency. As we have discussed in prior comments and meetings, the Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment was the product of a robust, thorough and peer-review led effort 

that lasted for more than two years and took into account more than a million public 

comments (EPA's response to these comments addressed most, if not all, of the criticisms 
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raised in CEl's recent letter). 

We continue to believe that EPA is correct in its assessment that nothing has changed with 

respect to Pebble and there is no justification or need to take any action with respect to 

either the BBWA or the Proposed Determination. I further trust you would let BBNC know 

if anything different was being considered. 

As always appreciate your work and willingness to meet and discuss these issues which are 

of great importance to our shareholders and the Bristol Bay region. 

Regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: [ ·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. 6 _____________ i 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Thur 9/13/2018 7:14:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Pebble Mine press query 

Will do. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 13, 2018, at 3:13 PM, Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea me 

Ok. Come by when you're done with OWM. 

On Sep 13, 2018, at 3:08 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Don't leave without us talking about this. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 13, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea me a. ov> wrote: 

I'll check with OWOW. But am I right that we want to stick with ai Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
r•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
i i 
j Ex.5Del1berat1veProcess(DP)j 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:35 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Mine press query 

! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
! i 

)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
Sent from my iPhone 
On Sep 13, 2018, at 2:24 PM, Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> wrote: 

; __ Qg__~-~-h~Y~-1b.L~.1~.tt~.r.?.Jf_~g ... _b_~y~-~-~-r.~-~.RQD_c::!~.9?L~~:.~-~-~~i~~~~-!i~~-~~~=~::.!~~!___i 

l ____ Ex. __ 5 _ Deliberative ___ Process __ (_DP) ___i 

From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:22 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

Andrea-

Does the earlier statement (pasted below) work for this too, or is this 
something different? 

Thanks, 

Tricia 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
i ! 
i ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Jones, Enesta 

Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:18 PM 

To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

From: Lee, Stephen fmailto:stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com1 

Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:16 PM 

To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 

Subject: Pebble Mine press query 

Hi, Enesta. 

I just heard from Americans from Tax Reform, which on Sept. 6 had sent a 

letter to EPA asking you to rescind the Obama-era proposed veto on Pebble 

Mine. Someone from ATR just said they expect EPA to take action "before the 

end of the month." Can you provide any timeline on that? 

Best, 

Stephen Lee 

Reporter 

Bloomberg Environment 

Direct:!_ ____________ Ex .. 6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Mobil el.__ _________ Ex._ 6 -·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Twitter: @sklee_ca 

stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com 
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To: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Thur 9/13/2018 6:43:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Pebble Mine press query 

Yes 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Sep 13, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea me 

I'll check with OWOW. But am I right that we want to stick with a Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ? 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:35 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Mine press query 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Sep 13, 2018, at 2:24 PM, Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> wrote: 

Do we have this letter? If so, have we responded?i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
[_ Ex. _ 5 De Ii be rative _ Process (DP) __ ! '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:22 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

Andrea-

Does the earlier statement (pasted below) work for this too, or is this something different? 

Thanks, 

Tricia 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Jones, Enesta 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:18 PM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

From: Lee, Stephen [mailto:stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:16 PM 
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To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 

Subject: Pebble Mine press query 

Hi, Enesta. 

I just heard from Americans from Tax Reform, which on Sept. 6 had sent a letter to EPA asking you to 

rescind the Obama-era proposed veto on Pebble Mine. Someone from ATR just said they expect EPA to 
take action "before the end of the month." Can you provide any timeline on that? 

Best, 

Stephen Lee 

Reporter 

Bloomberg Environment 
Direct: l_ __________ Ex. _6 ___________ ! 
Mob i I e :__ ____________ Ex. 6 _____________ : 

Twitter: @sklee_ca 

stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com 
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To: Lyons, Troy[lyons.troy@epa.gov]; Palich, Christian[palich.christian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Ross, David P[ross.davidp@epa.gov]; Campbell, Ann[Campbell.Ann@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Tue 7/24/2018 9:00:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: OW Congressional Hearing Factsheets 
WOTUS Sureme Court Ruling.docx 
WIFIA.docx 
SmallDrinkingWaterSystems.docx 
PFAS v2.docx 
LIS Designation.docx 
LeadCopperRule.docx 
Illinois River.docx 
HABS.docx 
GLRl.docx 
Flint.docx 
CWA Section 404c Revisions.docx 
CBP.docx 
Bristol Bay-Pebble Mine 404c.docx 
ANV.docx 
401 Certification.docx 

Troy and Christian, 

The attached reflect revised documents incorporate and address the edits you provided and those we discussed. We are still 
working on adding a few additional items to the Q & A. 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Regards, 
Lee 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office Of Water 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 3219 WJCE 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202-564-5700 
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To: Spraul, Greg[Spraul.Greg@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fontaine, Tim[Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov]; Drummond, Laura[Drummond.Laura@epa.gov]; Drinkard, 
Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Best-Wong, Benita[Best-Wong.Benita@epa.gov]; Woods, Terry[Woods.Terry@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Fri 7/13/2018 6:13:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Requesting your review of Pebble Mine Amendment response bullets 

That is fine. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 13, 2018, at 6:32 PM, Spraul, Greg wrote: 

Lee, 

Please let us know if you approve these response bullets to a Pebble mine amendment going forward to House 
approps through Ed Walsh. They are based on TPs provided to me by Andrea. 

Amendment language of Huffman #46: 

None of the funds made available by this Act may be used by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to withdraw the proposed determination issued pursuant to section 404(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act and dated July, 2014, regarding the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska. 

Response bullets: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Mon 7/16/2018 9:38:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Absolutely! 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 5:19 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble 

Can you back brief me on this tomorrow? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 16, 2018, at 5:18 PM, Forsgren, Lee wrote: 

. ___ Bria n, -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ; 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Regards, 
Lee 

From: John Clarke [mailto:f Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 3:13 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee 
Subject: Pebble 

Deputy Assistant Administrator Forsgren, 

I'm very concerned about former Administrator Pruitt's directive that the EPA start looking at curtailing its authority 

under section 404(c). At the same time the Pebble mine's application is moving forward to a draft Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

What are we doing to reinforce our authority under section 404 (c) to stop this monstrosity from happening?? And if 
EPA does somehow prohibit itself from vetoing a mine, what is your plan to stop Pebble? I'm very concerned they will 
just say whatever they need to the Army Corps to get a clean EIS, and then the calls will grow louder to lift the PD. But 
we have said time & again: Wrong Mine, Wrong Place and they won't listen! You are our only hope here. 

Looking forward to your reply. 

John 
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To: Palich, Christian[palich.christian@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Thur 7/12/2018 1 :23: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Let me know how it goes. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2018, at 11 :25 AM, Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Lee, but I spoke to her staff last night and this call really serves as an intro call for her and Andrew. 
The topic will be touched on the 30,000 foot level if they even get to it because she only has 2min. 
Wish you could join the call but the Administrator is out Monday and Murkowski has a slammed schedule, 
we've already moved this call twice this week. 

I will definitely keep you in loop on how it goes but the talking points provided should be more than enough 
for today's quick intro call. 

Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
O~ce _of Congressio~al Affairs 
C :l.:~~~-:.~-~s_o_n~~-~-~i-~~c_Y_<:.:.U 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2018, at 2:48 AM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Christian, 
Given that the MOU is the most important issue is there a way we can arrange the call for 
Monday when I can support it? It has been my project, I know the most about it, and I briefed 
Senator Murkowski on the issue and have personal credibility on the line. I am out of the country 
this week but I am back Monday. 

Let me know if that is possible. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2018 at 10:27:21 PM GMT+l 
To: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea d.Je a. ov>, "Palich, Christian" 
<palich. christian@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Wildeman, Anna" 
<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>, "Frye, Tony (Robert)" <frye.robert@epa.gov>, "Lyons, 
Troy" <lyons. troy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Please see my suggested additions and edits highlighted below. Please let me know if you 
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have any questions. 

David Fotouhi 

Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 5:07 PM 
To: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Wildeman, Anna <wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; 
Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, 
David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Here are the pebble TPs. I'm adding David F to take a look at the last 
bullet since it's about the 404c memo that we just put out. I know we're 
out of time but I want to make sure he's aware of this and has a chance 

to weigh in. 

Pebble Talking Points 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 11, 2018, at 4:54 PM, Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Alaska MOU is the most important one for tomorrow based on my convo with 
her staff. 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 

. . 

C.1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
E:' PalichChristian@epa.gov 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:41 PM 

To: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Wildeman, Anna 

<wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; 

Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

We're still tweaking Bristol Bay and the MOU TPs. In meantime, here's a one 

pager on fish grinding. Back to you ASAP. 

From: Palich, Christian 

Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:27 PM 
To: Ross, David P <ross.davidp@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Wildeman, Anna <wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; 

Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy 

<lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Hi All, 

Thanks Dave. Need this asap team OW, has to get in Administrators binder by 

4. Thank you. 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 
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Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 
C.1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
E:; Palich.Christian@ep~.gov 

From: Ross, David P 

Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 4:21 PM 
To: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 

<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Wildeman, Anna <wildeman.anna@epa.gov>; 

Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy 

<lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Murkowski Call w/ AW 

Thanks all. I'm recused on Pebble so please drop me from the response if it is 

substantive. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 11, 2018, at 1:46 PM, Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 

wrote: 

ED_002890_00022818-00004 

Thank you! 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 

Office of Congressional Affairs 
c-; ; 

·: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 11, 2018, at 1:42 PM, Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes, we'll pull this together. Back to you ASAP. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 11, 2018, at 1:37 PM, Forsgren, Lee 

<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

I think Andrea can put them together 
with OWOW's help. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 11, 2018, at 6:11 PM, Palich, 

Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

Hi Team OW, 

Can I get one or two 

quick talking points on 

latest actions on below 

issues for a call with 

Senator Murkowski and 

the Administrator 
tomorrow? Thanks! 

• Fish Grinding 
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• Alaska MOU 
• Bristol 
Bay/Pebble Mine 

Christian R. Palich 
Deputy Associate 
Administrator 
Office of 
Congressional & 
Intergovernmental 
Affairs 
U.S Environmental 
Protection Agency 
0: 202.564.4944 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-c i i 
: ~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

E: '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

gov 
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To: Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 4:21:13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble and PRASA 

David, 

I think I am OK with this. Give me a drop by my office or give me a call and we can clarify a couple of things. 

Lee 

From: Risley, David 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:19 AM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble and PRASA 

Lee, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Best, 
David 

David Risley 
EPA Office of Water 
Acting Deputy Communications Director 
202-343-9177 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 9:15 AM 
To: Risley, David 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Per conversation -

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 7:37 AM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert -="-===.!..:.!..!==-"=-"===
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 
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.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 4:13 PM 

To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:12 PM 
To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Holsman, 

Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Hi Katherine, 

Allyn Stern asked me to send you our draft communications plan for Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine upcoming actions - it's attached. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor.tb.w.e.sL-...S..eJ1.ttfe~ 
0: 206-553-2160 cj Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter i7i;iiEPi'Vi6Tt7fiJfi~t 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 6:43:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John, 

! ___________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 __ De _I_ i _be_ rat iv e ___ P r o c es s ___ ( D P) ___________________________________________________________________ i 
Regards, 
Lee 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Water 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania, Avenue NW 
Room 3219B WJC East Building 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-564-5700 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:40 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

DELIBERATIVE 

Lee-a Ith o ugh Pa Im er and I[__ ______________________________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative _Process_ ( D P)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 

[ _________________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 __ De I i be rat iv e __ P r o c_e s s __ ( _D _ P) ----------------------------------------------------------------------J 
Thanks, 
John 

From: McKie Campbell <MCampbell@bwstrategies.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:23 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John -
I really appreciated our meeting with you and Palmer this morning. As you recall, Peter said that two to three weeks 
ago Pebble was telling investors that there would be significant good news from EPA right about now. You both 
professed surprise and mystery and said you nothing they knew about it. A couple of hours later the article below hit. If 
you an Palmer didn't know about it, it is a clear indication that is strictly a political decision, not something based on 
analysis and merit. 
I believe the "$100 Billion Lode" Pebble touts to investors and discussed below is the full ore body, not Pebble's 20-
year proposed mine plan. 
Attached are my draft comments I intend to submit and the Pebble document I referred to this morning. 
McKie 

McKie Campbell, Managing Partner 
__..'!!!II -

BlueWater Strategies lie 
mcampbell@bwstrategies.com 
http://www. bwstrategies. com/ 
W - 202-589-0015 

C -L Ex. 6 Personal_ Privacy_(PP) _ l 
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This message may contain information that is privileged or confidential. lfyou receive this transmission in error, please notify the sender by 
rep(y e-mail and delete the message and any attachments. 

Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From 
Trump EPA 
By 
Jennifer A Dlouhy 
June 26, 2019, 12:00 PM EDT Updated on June 26, 2019, 12:13 PM EDT 

• Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
• Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, as 
regulators move toward undoing Obama-era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection A enc will resume considering on Wednesday whether to withdraw the proposed water 
pollution restrictions that have effectively stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, said a senior EPA official 
who asked for anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus -
is a necessary prelude to the EPA officially lifting the restrictions later. 

The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and Pebble LP supporters, who have called on 
the EPA to lift the Clean Water Act restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and molybdenum mine move forward. 

Dillingham, Alaska in the Bristol Bay region. 
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Photographer: Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/MCT via Getty Images 

Northern Dynasty rose the most since November on the news, jumping as much as 28% in New York trading. 

Developers have touted the mine' s potential, saying it aims to tap "the most significant undeveloped copper and gold 
resource in the world," with 6.5 billion tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of assumed minerals. The 
bounty of gold alone is estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out ofreach largely because of the project's location in southwestern Alaska, inside an area 
that drains into Bristol Bay, home to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. Conservationists, local activists and 
fishing operations have fought the project for more than a dozen years, warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon -
and a flourishing fishery with a catch that topped $281 million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA' s 2014 proposal limiting the discharge of mining waste in the Bristol Bay 
watershed. The proposed restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even before project developers 
submitted a mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, could preclude the company from obtaining essential 
permits from the U.S. Anny Cops of En 0 · eers. 

The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement the EPA reached with Pebble Mine in 
May 2017. Until then, the EPA has agreed not to impose more permanent restrictions under a section of the Clean Water 
Act governing the dumping of dredged or fill material. 

Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is evaluating the project's environmental impacts. However, 
confusion about the status of the five-year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA General Counsel 
Matthew Leopold said in a draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to make a final decision on the 2014 
proposal to provide clarity and transparency to the public, Leopold argued in the memo. 

EPA' s move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative and business groups, including Americans 
for Tax Reform, Americans for Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups argued Obama' s EPA 
effectively issued a preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting substantive review of the mine based on assumptions 
about what it would look like. Pebble also argued its new mine plan is significantly different from what the Obama 
administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be scrapped, the drafted memo echoes the 
conservative criticism of the agency's approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke provisions in the 
Clean Water Act allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the mine, according to the drafted document. 

The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the Obama-era water limits before Pruitt 
made a surprise decision to leave them in place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively reinstating the process that 
was underway before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler has recused himself from any 
involvement in the issue, because his former law firm Faeg e Baker Daniels LLP provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 24, the company closed the sale of 12.2 
million shares, raising $5 million, saying it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental impact study of the project 
and continued "outreach and engagement with political and regulatory offices." It also sold large blocks of shares in 
March, raising more than $10 million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, where a provision that would 
temporarily block the project was tucked into a House spendin 0 bill earlier this month. 

- With assistance by Stephen Lee, and Susan Decker 
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To: Penman, Crystal[Penman.Crystal@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Mon 4/29/2019 12:59:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Alaska Trout Unlimited and Bristol Bay lodge Owners Concerned about the Propose Pebble Mine 

great 

From: Penman, Crystal 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 8:59 AM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Alaska Trout Unlimited and Bristol Bay lodge Owners Concerned about the Propose Pebble Mine 

Fyi. This meeting is confirmed for tomorrow. 

From: William Kelleher <william@naturalresourceresults.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 8:54 AM 
To: Penman, Crystal <Penman.Crystal@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Alaska Trout Unlimited and Bristol Bay lodge Owners Concerned about the Propose Pebble Mine 

Yes, tomorrow at 4pm. Thanks for double checking and thanks as always for your help! 

Best, 
William 

Best, 
William K Kelleher 
504-228-3212 

From: Penman, Crystal <Penman.Crystal@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 8:38:31 AM 
To: William Kelleher 
Subject: Alaska Trout Unlimited and Bristol Bay lodge Owners Concerned about the Propose Pebble Mine 

Please confirm this meeting for tomorrow@ 4pm. Somehow this meeting was showing on Lee's 
calendar for today as well. 

t Unlimited and Bristol Bay lodge Owners Concerned about the Propose Pebble Mine 
itution Ave NW, Washington DC 20004 3233 WJCe Please call 202-564-5700 or 202-564-3106 for escort 

DO PM 
45 PM 

g organizer 

Lee 
,villiam@naturalresourceresults.com; Frazer, Brian 
>enman, Crystal 

ast3106C/DC-ICC-OW-IO 

~ory 

Joining the meeting will be: 

Perk Perkins, CEO of Orvis 
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John Holman, Owner of NoSeeUm Lodge 
Rocky Shoemaker, Owner of Grizzly Skins of Alaska 
Tristan Cheney, a guide/commercial angler of Dillingham Alaska 
Nelli Williams, Alaska Program Director for Trout Unlimited 
Sara Tucker of Natural Resource Results. 

Agenda would be to discuss the potential impacts of the proposed Pebble Mine Project. 

I hope this email finds you well. 

I am reaching out on behalf of Trout Unlimited and family owned lodges based in Bristol Bay, Alaska to 
request a meeting with Deputy Assistant Administrator Lee Forsgren to discuss the potential impacts of the 
proposed Pebble Mine Project in Bristol Bay, Alaska. The group is available to meet on Monday, April 29 after 
11 :00 am through Wednesday, May 1.i before 3:00 pm. 

Attending the meeting would be Perk Perkins, CEO of Orvis, John Holman, Owner of NoSeeUm Lodge, Rocky 
Shoemaker, Owner of Grizzly Skins of Alaska, Tristan Cheney, a guide/commercial angler of Dillingham 
Alaska, as well as Nelli Williams, Alaska Program Director for Trout Unlimited. Also joining the meeting will be 
Sara Tucker of Natural Resource Results. 

TU has more than 20,000 supporters in Alaska, with active chapters in Juneau, on the Kenai Peninsula, in 
Anchorage and the Mat-Su Valley, and in Fairbanks. Many of TU's members rely on important fish, wildlife 
and water resources found in the Bristol Bay region for fishing, hunting, subsistence, recreation, and for 
employment in related industries. TU's membership includes passionate anglers, lodge owners, fishing and 
hunting guides, subsistence users, commercial fishers, and Alaskans from a variety of walks of life. TU has a 
long history over more than a decade of working to protect Bristol Bay's world-class fisheries and the many 
rivers, streams and lakes that sustain them. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

Best, 

William K Kelleher 

Natural Resource Results 

601 13th St., NW (Suite 580) 

ED_002890_00023269-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Washington, D.C. 20005 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Celli Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

www.naturalresourceresults.com 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5: 19:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Signed memo 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

Allison Dennis 
Acting Communications Director 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: 202-564-1985 
Cel I: L.Ex._ 6_ Personal Privacy (PP)_ ! 
Dennis.Allison@epa.gov 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Cc: Willey, Katharine[willey.katharine@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Beach, 
Christopher[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Mcfaul, Jessica[mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov]; Schiermeyer, 
Corry[schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov] 
From: Abboud, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B6FSAF791 A 1842F1 ADCC088CBF9ED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 4:42:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Abboud, Michael 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 11:45 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Matt are you fine with this language? 

From: Abboud, Michael 
Sent: Sunday, August 4, 2019 5:05 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 4, 2019, at 4:22 PM, Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> wrote: 

Did we send a response? 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 2:37 PM 

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 

Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry 

<schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
On Aug 2, 2019, at 2:20 PM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Devine, Curt <CurtDevine@cnn.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 1:11 PM 

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov> 

Subject: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Hi Michael, Angela and colleagues, 

CNN is preparing a report for broadcast and digital publication about EPA's decision to withdraw from 

the proposed determination related to the proposed Pebble Mine. We would appreciate answers to the 

following questions by Monday at 1pm. Please feel free to call us to discuss any aspect of this. 

• Did the White House direct the EPA to withdraw from this proposed determination on June 26 

and/or June 27? If so, when specifically? If not, has the EPA consulted with the White House about 
this decision? If so, when and in what capacity? 
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• How does EPA respond to the characterization from EPA insiders as well as former EPA officials 

who have told us this decision appears driven by politics rather than scientific findings about the 

mine's environmental impact on this area? 

• Upon restoring the special protections for Bristol Bay last year (January 26, 2018), an EPA press 

release made it clear the Pebble project could still apply for a permit, but included this statement: 

"their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes the risk to Bristol Bay may be 

unacceptable." Does EPA still believe the permit application must clear a high bar? 

• We understand that EPA's decision to withdraw from the proposed determination was based in 

part on the notion that, "there is new information that has been generated since 2014, including 

information and preliminary conclusions in the Corps' DEIS, that conflict with EPA's Proposed 
Determination," yet EPA regional administrator Chris Hladick also wrote in a letter sent on July 1 
that the Army Corps' DEIS "likely underestimates impacts and risks" of the mine on the region's 

water and air quality. If the EPA believes the Army Carp's draft report underestimates impacts and 

risks, why is the EPA using this information in its justification for withdrawing the proposed 

determination? 

• What might EPA learn about a mine's environmental impacts on this region that were not 

learned during the three years of peer-reviewed study prior to the 2014 proposed determination? 

Thank you very much, 

Curt Devine 

CNN, Washington 

I Ex. 6 I (cell) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

ED_002890_00030668-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYD I BOH F23SPDL T)/CN= REC I Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6F 5DF08D4E9ABBFF2C088040777 5-STERN, 
ALLYN] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 9:58:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: 404q letters 

Got it. Thanks. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

> On Jul 26, 2019, at 2:57 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

! __ ?. __ HL6.l!YJ1L __ 
1 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

j_ __ > ·-----------------------j 

> David Fotouhi 
> 
> Principal Deputy General Counsel 
> Office of General Counsel 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
> Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
> fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
> 
> -----Original Message----
> From: Stern, Allyn 
> Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 5:56 PM 
> To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
> Subject: 404q letters 
> 
> Hi David - the FWS is asking for a copy of the letter exchange between us and the Corps. They have 
already shared with us a copy of their 404(b) letter. Typically we would share this but I wanted to clear 
that with you first. Let me know what you think. 
> 
> Allyn Stern 
> Regional Counsel 
> US EPA Region 10 
> 206-553-1223 
> stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 

7/29/2019 8:26:05 PM 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Fotouhi, David [Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Fwd: Edits to FRN 

Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072919_nits_ACP.docx; ATT00001.htm 

Hi Matt and David - attached are Chris's edits. It sounds like he will sign in the morning so if you can send me 
back a final either tonight or early tomorrow, I can get that printed out for Chris's signature. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region I 0 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn(a)epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

[EPA-Rl O-OW-2017-0369] 

6560-50-P 

Notification of Decision to Withdraw Proposed Determination. to Restrict the Use of an 
Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Regional 

Administrator is providing notice of the EPA's decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination 

to restrict the use of certain waters in the South Fork KoktuH River, North Fork Koktuli River, 

and Upper Talarik Creek watersheds in southwest Alaska as disposal sites for dredged or fill 

material associated with mining the Pebble deposit. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Visit www.epa.gov/bristolbay or call a 

Bristol Bay-specific phone line at (206) 553-,~0040, or email r1 Obristolbav@cpa,gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. General Information. 

EPA Region l O is providing notice under 40 CFR 231.5( c) of EPA' s withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to restrict the use of certain waters in the South Fork Koktuli River, 

North Fork Koktuli River, and Upper Talarik Creek watersheds in southwest Alaska as disposal 

sites for dredged or fill material associated with mining the Pebble deposit issued under EPA's 

Clean Water Act (CW A) Section 404( c) authority. EPA is concluding the process it started in 

July 2017, suspended in January 2018, and resumed in June 2019 to withdraw the Proposed 

Determination. EPA has decided that now is the appropriate time to complete the withdrawal of 

1 
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the Proposed Determination in light of developments in the record and the availability of 

processes for EPA to address record issues with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) prior 

to any potential future decision-maJ<lng by EPA regarding this matter. 

A, How to Obtain a Copy of the Proposed Determination: The July 2014 Proposed 

Determination is available via the internet on the EPA Region 10 Bristol Bay site at 

www.epa.gov/bristolbay. 

B. How to Obtain a Copy of the Seulement Agreement: The May 11, 2017, settlement agreement 

is available via the internet on the EPA Region 10 Bristol Bay site at www.epa.gov/bristolbay. 

C How to Obtain a Copy of the Proposal to Withdraw the Proposed Determination: The July 

2017 proposal to withdraw the Proposed Determination is available via the internet on the EPA 

Region l O Bristol Bay site at www. epa.gowbristolbay. Information regarding the proposal to 

withdraw can also be found in the docket for this effort at w,vw.regulations.gov, see docket ID 

No, EPA"RIO-OW~2017-0369 or use the following link: https:// 

www.regulations.gov/docket?D,""EPARJO-OW-2017-0369. 

D. How to Obtain a Copy of Notification of Suspension: The February 2018 notice announcing 

the EPA's decision to suspend the proceeding to withdraw the Proposed Determination at that 

time is available via the internet on the EPA Region 10 Bristol Bay site at 

www.epa.govlbristolbay. 

H. Factual Background. 

In 2011, EPA initiated an assessment to determine the significance of the Bristol Bay 

watershed's ecological resources and evaluate the potential impacts oflarge~scale mining on 

these resources. The stated purpose was to characterize the biological and mineral resources of 

the Bristol Bay watershed; increase understanding of the potential impacts of large-scale mining 

2 
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on the Region's fish resources; and inform future decision-making. Also in 2011, Northern 

Dynasty Minerals, which wholly owns the Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), submitted 

infonnation to the United States Securities and Exchange Commission that detailed its intention 

to develop a large-scale mine at the Pebble deposit EPA Region 10 used this information to 

develop its mining scenarios for the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. After two rounds of 

public comments on drafts of the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment in 2012 and 2013 that 

generated over one million comments, as well as independent external peer review, EPA Region 

10 finalized the Assessment in January of 2014. 

On July 21, 2014, EPA Region 10 published in the Federal Register (79 FR 42314) a Notice 

of Proposed Determination under Section 404( c) of the CW A to restrict the use of certain waters 

in the South Fork Koktuli River, North Fork Koktuli River, and Upper Talarik Creek watersheds 

(located within the larger Bristol Bay watershed) as disposal sites for dredged or fill material 

associated with mining the Pebble deposit. This Proposed Determination was Issued 

preemptively; in other words, it was issued prior to PLP's submission of a CW A Section 404 

permit application to the Corps. The notice started a public comment period that ended on 

September 19, 2014. EPA Region 10 also held seven hearings throughout southwest Alaska 

during the week of August 11, 2014. In addition to testimony taken at the hearings, EPA Region 

10 received more than 670,000 ·written comments during the public comment period. 

The next step in the Section 404(c) process would have been for EPA Region 10 to either 

fonvard a Recommended Determination to EPA Headquarters or to withdraw the Proposed 

Determination pursuant to 40 CFR 23 l .5(a). However, PLP filed a lawsuit that alleged that EPA 

formed three advisory committees in violation of the Federal Advisory Committee Act to assist 

EPA "in developing and implementing an unprecedented plan to assert EPA's purported 
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authority under Section 404(c) of the federal Clean Water Act,.. in a manner that will effectively 

preempt [p]laintiff from exercising its right through the normal permit process to extract 

minerals from the Pebble Mine deposit in Southwest Alaska,'' Second Amended Complaint for 

Declaratory and Injunctive Relief at 2, Pebble Limited Partnership v. EPA, No. 3:14-cv-

00171 (D. Alaska July 7, 2015), As part of this litigation, the court issued a preliminary 

injunction against EPA on November 25, 2014 after the court determined that PLP had "a fair 

chance of success on the merits" with respect to one of the alleged federal advisory committees. 

Order Granting Preliminary Injunction at 1-2, Pebble Limited Partnership v. EPA, No. 3: 14-cv-

00171 (D. Alaska. Nov. 25, 2014). The injunction halted EPA Region lO's Section 404(c) 

review process until the case was resolved, EPA and PLP resolved all outstanding lawsuits in a 

May 11, 2017 settlement agreement, and the court subsequently dissolved the injunction and 

dismissed the cases, As part of the settlement, EPA agreed that it would not advance to the next 

interim step in the Section 404(c) review process (i.e,, a Recommended Determination), if such a 

decision is made, until either May 11, 2021 or EPA publishes a notice of the Corps' final 

environmental impact statement (EIS) for the project, whichever is earlier, EPA also agreed to 

"initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination." 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 issued a notice of a proposal to withdraw its July 2014 

Proposed Determination that was published in the Federal Register (82 FR 33123, July 19, 

2017), In this notice, EPA defined the scope of the input it was seeking on its proposal to 

withdraw, Specifically, EPA sought input on three reasons underlying its proposed withdrawal: 

1. Provide PLP v,,,f th additional time to submit a CW A Section 404 permit application to the 

Corps; 
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2. Remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about PLP's ability to submit a permit 

application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

3. Allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

The notice opened a public comment period that closed on October 17, 2017, During the 

public comment period, EPA received more than one million public comments regarding its 

proposal to withdraw, EPA also held two hearings in the Bristol Bay watershed during the week 

of October 9, 2017. Approximately 200 people participated in the hearings. EPA also consulted 

with federally recognized tribal governments from the Bristol Bay region and Alaska Native 

Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with lands in the Bristol Bay 

watershed on the Agency's proposal to withdraw. 

On December 22, 2017, PLP submitted a CWA Section 404 permit application to the Corps 

to develop a mine at the Pebble deposit. On January 5, 2018, the Corps issued a notice that 

provided PLP's permit application to the public and stated that an EIS would be required as part 

of its permit review process consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), The 

Corps also invited relevant federal and state agencies, including EPA, to be cooperating agencies 

on the development of the EIS. 

On January 26, 2018, EPA Region 10 issued a notice announcing a "suspension" of the 

proceeding to withdraw the Proposed Determination, This action was published in the Federal 

Register on February 28~ 2018 (83 FR 8668), 

On March 1, 2018, EPA Region 10 accepted the Corps' invitation to serve as a cooperating 

agency for development of the EIS for the Pebble project. As a cooperating agency, EPA has 

participated in meetings and provided comments on early drafts of EIS material, including on 
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sections of the Preliminary DEIS in December of 2018, EPA also provided scoping comments to 

the Corps on June 29, 2018. 

The Corps released a Draft EIS and Section 404 Public Notice (404 PN) on February 20, 

2019. The public comment periods for both opened on March 1, 2019 and closed on July 1, 

2019, The Corps received over 100~000 comments on the Draft EIS. EPA submitted over l 00 

pages of comments to the Corps on the Draft EIS and over 50 pages of comments on the 404 PN. 

On June 26, 2019, the EPA General Counsel, acting by delegated authority for the 

Administrator, directed EPA Region 10 ••to continue deliberating regarding whether to withdraw 

the 2014 Proposed Determination or alternatively, decide to ]eave the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place." The General Counsel's memorandum indicated that the suspension 

notice had created confusion regarding the status of the 2014 Proposed Determination and that 

by "making a decision one way or the other, the Region will provide much-needed clarity and 

transparency to the public on this issue," In addition, the General Counsel also asked the Region 

to "reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 

Proposed Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously 

provided and the current public comment opportunity on the more than 1,400-page [Draft EIS]." 

HI. Legal Background 

A. CWA Section 404(c) 

CWA Section 404(a) allows the Corps to issue permits authorizing the discharge of dredged 

or fill material at specified disposal sites. Section 404(b) provides that ''[s]ubject to subsection 

(c) .. ,, each such disposal site shall be specified for each such permit by the Secretary .. ,," CWA 

Section 404( c) authorizes EPA to deny or restrict the use of defined areas as a disposal site: 

The Administrator is authorized to prohibit the specification (including the 
'.vithdrawal of specification) of any defined area as a disposal site, and he is 
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authorized to deny or restrict the use of any defined area for specification 
(including the withdrawal of specification) as a disposal site, whenever he 
detennines, after notice and opportunity for public hearings, that the discharge of 
such materials into such area wm have an unacceptable adverse effect on 
municipal water supplies, shellfish beds and fishery areas (including spavming 
and breeding areas), wildlife, or recreational areas. Before making such 
determination, the Administrator shall consult with the Secretary. The 
Administrator shall set forth in writing and make public his findings and his 
reasons for making any detennination under this subsection. 

The statute authorizes, but does not mandate, EPA to initiate the Section 404(c) process. City 

of Olmstead Falls v. EPA, 266 F. Supp, 2d 718, 723 (N.D. Ohio 2003). EPA's decision whether 

or not to exercise Section 404(c) is akin to enforcement discretion where an agency's discretion 

is at its broadest. EPA may decide to exercise its discretionary authority under Section 404(c) 

"whenever" it makes a determination that a discharge wm have an unacceptable adverse effect 

33 USC 1344(c); 40 CFR 231, l(a), (c); see also Mingo Logan Coal Co. v. EPA, 714 F.3d 608, 

613 (D.C, Cir. 2013). Once it makes the required determination, EPA has the authority to fully 

prohibit discharges or issue restrictions or conditions on discharges. 

B. CWA Section 404(c) Regulations 

EPA's regulations in 40 CFR Part 231 establish the procedures for EPA's consideration of 

whether to use its Section 404(c) authority: 

• Step 1: Initial Notification. If the EPA Regional Administrator has reason to believe, 

after evaluating the available information, that an unacceptable adverse effect could 

result from the specification or use for specification of a defined area as a disposal 

site, the Regional Administrator may initiate the Section 404(c) process by notifying 

the Corps, the applicant (if any), and the site owner that he intends to issue a 

proposed determination. Each of those parties then has 15 days to demonstrate to the 

satisfaction of the Regional Administrator that no unacceptable adverse effects will 
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occur, or the District Engineer can provide notice of an intent to take corrective 

action to prevent an unacceptable adverse effect. 

• Step 2: Proposed Determination. If within 15 days no such notice is provided, or if 

the Regional Administrator is not satisfied that no unacceptable adverse effect will 

occur, the Regional Administrator must publish a notice of the proposed 

determination in the Federal Register, soliciting public comment and offering an 

opportunity for public hearing. 

• Step 3: Withdrawal of Proposed Determination or Preparation of Recommended 

Determination. Follmving the public hearing and close of the comment period, the 

Regional Administrator must either withdraw the proposed determination or prepare 

a recommended determination. A decision to withdraw may be reviewed at the 

discretion of the Assistant Administrator for Water at EPA Headquarters. 1 If the 

Regional Administrator prepares a recommended determination, the Regional 

Administrator then forwards it and the complete administrative record compiled in 

the Regional Office to the Assistant Administrator for Water. 

• Step 4: Final Determination. Within 30 days the Assistant Administrator for Water 

wm consider the recommended determination of the Regional Administrator and the 

information in the administrative record, and also consult again with the Corps, the 

applicant (if any), and the site owner, Following consultation and consideration of 

1 In 1984, the EPA Administrator delegated the authority to make final determinations under Section 404(c) to 
EPA's national CWA Section 404 program manager, who is the Assistant Administrator for Water. That delegation 
remains in effect With regard to EPA's Section 404(c) action for the Pebble deposit area, on March 22, 2019, 
Administrator Wheeler delegated to the General Counsel the authority to perform all functions and responsibilities 
retained by the Administrator or previously delegated to the Assistant Administrator for Water, 
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all available information, the Assistant Administrator for Water makes the final 

determination affirming, modifying, or rescinding the recommended determination. 

With regard to Step l, the regulations provide that the Regional Administrator "'may" initiate 

certain actions if he or she .. has reason to believe'' that an unacceptable adverse effect .. could 

result." 40 CFR 2313(a). The regulations do not require immediate action where the Regional 

Administrator makes such a finding because the Regional Administrator has the 11necessary 

discretion in deciding when to act or whether to act at all." 44 FR 58079, October 9, 1979, In 

addition, EPA uses the tenn 11could" for this early stage '"because the preliminary determination 

merely represents a judgment that the matter is worth looking into." 44 FR 58078, October 9, 

1979. Importantly, a '"proposed determination does not represent a judgment that discharge of 

dredged or fill material will result in unacceptable adverse effects; it merely means that the 

Regional Administrator believes that the issue should be explored." 44 FR 58082, October 9, 

1979. 

Although the regulations provide a standard for the Regional Administrator's decision 

regarding whether to issue a recommended determination (i.e., discharge of material "would be 

likely to have an unacceptable adverse effect."), the regulations do not provide a regulatory 

standard for the Regional Administrator's decision to ·withdraw a proposed determination, 40 

CFR 231.5(a), (c). Such a decision is at the discretion of the Regional Administrator ••after 

review of the available infonnation." 44 FR 50582, October 9, 1979. Instead, the regulations 

only include procedural requirements for the withdrawal of a proposed determination, In 

particular, the Regional Administrator must notify the Administrator of the decision who then 

has 10 days to notify the Regional Administrator of his or her intentto review. 40 CFR 23 l.5(c). 

In addition, the Regional Administrator must send copies of such notification to all ''persons who 
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commented on the proposed determination or participated at the hearing." Id. The regulations 

provide that H[s]uch persons may submit timely written recommendations concerning review." 

Id, EPA's final rule preamble explains that the purpose of this requirement was to allow for 

"public input into the Administratofs decision whether to review the Regional Administrator's 

withdrawal of a proposed determination," 44 FR 5 8081, October 9, 1979, 

In addition, EPA's implementing regulations recognize the statutory mandate for EPA to 

consult with the Corps on its Section 404(c) decision. Indeed, EPA's regulations require 

consultation with the Corps throughout the various stages of the regulatory process. Of particular 

note, the regulations contemplate two specific engagements with the Corps during the initial 

stages of the Section 404(c) process, 

First, EPA's regulations generally contemplate that where there is a pennit application 

pending, the Regional Administrator's initial detennination of whether the discharge "could" 

result in an unacceptable adverse effect would be made after considering the record developed 

during its coordination with the Corps on the permit application, Section 23 l .3(a) provides that 

the Regional Administrator's decision under that provision must be based on an evaluation of 

"information available to him, including any record developed under the section 404 referral 

process specified in 33 CFR 323.5(b)."2 40 CFR 23 l.3(a), The regulations also include a 

comment stating that .. [i]n cases involving a proposed disposal site for which a permit 

application is pending, it is anticipated that the procedures of the section 404 referral process will 

2 "Coordinalion with EPA, Prior to actual issuance of permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material in water of 
the United States, Corps of Engineers officials will advise appropriate Regional Administrators, EPA of the intent to 
issue permits to which EPA has objected, recommended conditions, or for which significant changed are proposed, 
If the Regional Administrator advises, within fifteen days of the advice of the intent to issue, that he objects to the 
issuance of the permits, the case will be forwarded to the Chief of Engineers in accordance with 33 CFR 325, 11 for 
further coordination with the Administrator, EPA and the decision. The report forwarding the case will contain an 
analysis of the economic impact on navigation and anchorage that would occur by failing to authorize the use of a 
proposed disposal site, and whether there are other economically feasible methods or sites available other than those 
to which the Regional Administrator objects.'' 33 CFR 323.5(b) {1979), 
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normally be exhausted prior to any final decision of whether to initiate a 404(c) proceeding." 40 

CFR 231.3, Although the Corps removed the Section 404 referral process from its regulations 

that are still referenced in EPA's current regulations, the regulatory history associated with the 

Corps' revisions to its regulations indicates that its intent was to update that reference to reflect 

current coordination processes with EPA established under CW A Section 404( q). 3 

In addition, EPA's final rule preamble promulgating its regulations in 40 CFR part 231 

states: 

EPA's announcement ofintent to start a 404(c) action will ordinarily be preceded 
by an objection to the permit application, and under§ 325.8 such objection serves 
to halt issuance of the permit until the matter is resolved ..... 

The promulgation of regulations under 404(c) will not alter EPA's present 
obligations to make timely objections to permit applications where appropriate. It 
is not the Agency's intention to hold back and then suddenly to spring a veto 
action at the last minute. The fact that 404(c) may be regarded as a tool oflast 
resort implies that EPA will first employ its tool of "'first resort," e.g. comment 
and consultation with the permitting authority at all appropriate stages of the 
permit process. 

44 FR 58080, October 9, 1979. Therefore, the comment that exists in EPA's regulations indicates 

that where there is a permit application pending it is anticipated that the 404(q) process "will 

normally be exhausted prior to any final decision of whether to initiate a Section 404(c) 

proceeding" and that the record developed under the 404(q) process would be considered by the 

Region Administrator when evaluating information under 40 CFR. 231.3(a). 

3 Congress added CWA Section 404(q) to the statute in 1977. EPA issued its 404(c) regulations in 1979. 44 FR 
58076, October 9, l 979. ln 1980, the Corps proposed amendments to reflect the 1977 amendments to the CWA 54 
FR 62732, September 19, 1980. Specifically, the Corps proposed to move section 323.5 to 323.6 and amended 
paragraph (b), which is still the language included in the Corps' current regulations. When issuing its I 980 proposal, 
the Corps explained that "[p]aragraph (b) would be revised in accordance with interagency agreements called for by 
Section 404(q) of the CWA and EPA regulatlons for Section 404(c) veto procedures (40 CFR Part 231)," 45 FR 
62733, September 19, 1980. When finalizing its revised rule language in 1982, the Corps further explained that the 
purpose was "to be consistent with current agreements between the Corps and EPA which reflect EPA authority to 
veto disposal site specifications under Section 404(c)." 47 FR 31795, July 22, 1982. Therefore, this regulatory 
history demonstrates that the 404 referral process referenced in 23 I 3(a) is now manifested as the coordination 
processes EPA and the Corps have established under CWA Section 404(q). 
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Second, once the Regional Administrator has made the requisite finding, the regulations 

provide an opportunity for the Corps, among others, to consult with the Regional Administrator 

prior to the issuance of a proposed determination. The purpose of this consultation is to provide 

information to demonstrate that no unacceptable adverse effects will occur or for the Corps to 

notify the Regional Administrator of his or her intent to take corrective action to prevent 

unacceptable adverse effects. 40 CFR 23 l .3(a)(2). 

In addition to the initial stages, the remainder of the 404(c) process, including the opportunity 

for public comment and consultation with the Corps, is intended to obtain information relating to 

whether corrective action is available to reduce the adverse impacts of the discharge. 40 CFR 

231.4(a), 231.6. EPA's final rule preamble recognized the role the Corps permitting process 

would play in implementing corrective action identified during the Section 404( c) process. In 

response to a commenter that asked for EPA to provide an opportunity for public comment on 

any corrective action -"proposed by the permitting authority during the consultative process, 

where the effect of such corrective measures is to obviate the need for the 404(c) action," EPA 

indicated that ''in such a situation, it would be more appropriate for the public comment to come 

as part of the permit process rather than the 404(c) procedure, since it will be the permitting 

authority who will have the responsibility for incorporating appropriate corrective measures into 

a permit." 44 FR 58081, October 9, 1979. 

It is important to note that the regulations envision that all the 404(c) regulatory steps would 

occur over relatively short timeframes, 40 CFR 231.3(a)(2), 231.4(a), 231.S(a), 231.6, Although 

EPA's regulations allow for an extension of time, this exception was only intended where there 

is good cause. 40 CFR 231.8; see 44 FR 58079, October 9, 1979. 
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C, CWA Section 404(q) 

Section 404(q) directs the Secretary of the Army to enter into agreements with various 

federal agencies, including the EPA '"to minimize, to the maximum extent practicable) 

duplication, needless paperwork, and delays in the issuance of permits under this section," The 

agreements must be developed .. to assure that, to the maximum extent practicable" the Corps 

decision on a permit application will be made no later than 90 days after the application is 

published, 

EPA and the Corps have entered into various agreements pursuant to Section 404(q). The 

operative agreement was entered in 1992. Part IV, paragraph 3 of the 1992 EPA and Army 

Memorandum of Agreement to implement Section 404(q) (hereinafter referred to as the "404(q) 

MOA"), sets forth the Hexclusive procedures" for elevation of individual permits cases, Once the 

process is initiated, the 404(q) MOA outlines a process to resolve EPA;s concerns that, if 

necessary, culminates with the Corps providing EPA with a copy of the Statement of 

Findings/Record of Decision prepared in support of the permit decision "to assist the EPA in 

reaching a decision whether to initiate 404(c) before the permit is issued or activity may begin," 

The MOA provides a IO~day period for EPA to initiate the Section 404(c) process before the 

permit is issued or the activity may begin. 

IV. Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination 

After conferring with EPA's General Counsel, EPA Region 10 is concluding the withdrawal 

process that was initiated on July 19, 2017, EPA' s July 19, 2017 notice stated that it was 

proposing to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination ""[b]ecause the Agency retains the right 

under the settlement agreement to ultimately exercise the full extent of its discretion under 

Section 404(c), including the discretion to act prior to any potential Army Corps authorization of 
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discharge of dredged or fill material associated with mining the Pebble deposit, the Agency 

believes that withdrawing the Proposed Determination now, while allowing the factual record 

regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop, is appropriate at this time for this 

particular matter," 82 FR 33124. In suspending this withdrawal process, EPA noted that .. the 

factual record regarding the permit application can develop notwithstanding the Proposed 

Determination" and EPA *'has discretion to consider that factual record after it has developed." 

83 FR 8670, February 28, 2018. 

EPA has carefully considered the positions articulated in 2014 Proposed Determination and 

the 2017 and 2018 notices in light of the developments since they were published. First, the 

Corps' DEIS includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 

2014 Proposed Determination and, based on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary 

conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary conclusions in EPA's 2014 

Proposed Determination. Second, there are other processes available now, including the 404(q) 

MOA process, for EPA to resolve any issues with the Corps as the record develops. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to EPA deciding, based upon all information 

that has and will be further developed, to use its Section 404(c) authority. The issues relating to 

the development of the record align with EPA's original, July 2017 rationale for withdrawing the 

2014 Proposed Determination. For these reasons, Region 10 has now concluded that it is more 

appropriate to use well~established mechanisms to raise project-specific issues as the record 

develops during the permitting process and consider the full record before potential future 

decision-making on this matter, instead of maintaining a Section 404(c) process that is now five 

years old and does not account for the voluminous information provided in the permitting 

process. 
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A. Record Developments 

EPA is withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination because there is new information that 

has been generated since 2014, including infonnation and preliminary conclusions in the Corps' 

DEIS, that conflict with EPA's Proposed Determination and that EPA will need to consider 

before any potential future decision~maldng regarding this matter. As discussed below, the 

current record before the agency is different from the one considered by the Regional 

Administrator in 2014 and, consistent with general administrative law principles for agency 

decision-making. EPA must consider the entire record of this proceeding. As a result, any 

decision-making process under Section 404(c) should, if initiated, be based on the available 

information at that time rather than based on a proposed detennination which, through the 

passage of time, the submittal of a permit application, and a significant expansion of the record, 

has effectively grmvn stale. 

Shortly after EPA issued the 2014 Proposed Determination, EPA was enjoined from working 

on the 2014 Section 404(c) process when a Federal District court issued a preliminary injunction. 

That injunction remained in place until May 11, 2017 when EPA and PLP settled the pending 

cases, EPA's record and work relating to the Proposed Determination was completely frozen 

from November 2014 until May 2017, Within a few months ofits settlement with EPA, PLP 

submitted its permit application, and since that time, the Corps' record has grown significantly to 

include project-specific information, analyses, and preliminary conclusions developed during the 

permitting process. 

The record will only continue to grow until the Corps issues a final EIS, and during this time 

Region 10 is precluded under the settlement agreement from forwarding a Recommended 

Determination to EPA Headquarters until the Corps issues a final EIS or May 2021, whenever is 
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sooner. EPA used its extension authority under 40 CFR 231.8 to suspend the process and keep 

the Proposed Determination pending during the timelines provided in the settlement agreement 

83 FR 8671, February 28, 2018, Although the regulations allow extensions for the short 

regulatory timeframes if there is good cause, these timeframes provide evidence that extensions 

authorized under 40 CFR 231.8 were not intended to allow for long-term gaps, as in this case, 

that could result in decision-making without the full record. 

When EPA entered into the settlement agreement in 2017 and proposed to withdraw the 

Proposed Determination, EPA did not know if or when PLP would submit a CW A Section 404 

permit application. And even once PLP submitted a permit application and despite the Corps' 

estimated schedule, EPA did not know and could not know when it issued its 2018 suspension 

exactly how long the NEPA process would take and how it would proceed, Given the current 

status of the NEPA process, it is now clear that EPA's 2014 Proposed Determination does not 

account for the significant project-specific information that has been developed and wm be 

developed during the multi-year permitting process, 

In particular, PLP's current proposal is to produce 1.3 billion tons of ore from the Pebble 

deposit over 20 years, The 2014 Proposed Determination relied heavily on the Bristol Bay 

Watershed Assessment, which evaluated three hypothetical mine scenarios that represented 

different stages of mining at the Pebble deposit, based on the amount of ore processed: Pebble 

0,25 (approximately 0,25 billion tons of ore over 20 years), Pebble 2.0 (approximately 2.0 billion 

tons of ore over 25 years), and Pebble 6.5 (approximately 6.5 billion tons of ore over 78 years). 

These hypothetical mine scenarios drew on preliminary information developed by Northern 

Dynasty Minerals in 2011 and submitted to the Securities and Exchange Commission, 

consultation with experts, and baseline data collected by PLP to characterize the mine site, mine 
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activities, and the surrounding environment. EPA 2014 ES-10, Ch. 6. The Assessment disclosed 

the uncertainties associated with these hypothetical scenarios and recognized that the exact 

details of any future mine plan for the Pebble deposit or for other deposits in the watershed 

would differ from EPA' s mine scenarios. Id. 

Although a number of aspects of the PLP's current proposal evaluated in the DEIS are 

similar to the mine scenarios evaluated in the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment, there are 

aspects of PLP's proposal that differ from EPA's scenarios considered in the Assessment While 

the agencies do not know the extent of the differences on the overall impacts of the project and 

how they may relate to the Corps' NEPA and 404 analyses, the distinctions themselves are 

evidence that there is now different information in the Agencies' records than in 2014. 

While any subsequent mine expansion may change the mine components and impacts, 

differences between the 2014 projected mining proposal evaluated by EPA and PLP's current 

20-year mining proposal include the following: 

• the movement of most mine component facilities out of the Upper Talarik Creek 

watershed which may result in reduced impacts to aquatic resources in the Upper 

Talarik Creek watershed; 

• the elimination of cyanide leaching as part of the ore processing, which eliminates 

risks of impacts due to cyanide that would otherwise be in tailings and process water 

and eliminates risk of cyanide spills; 

• the placement of a liner under the disposal facility containing pyritic tailings and 

potentially acid generating (PAO) waste rock, which would minimize the potential for 

groundwater contamination; 
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• the reduction in waste rock, which may make it more feasible to backfill P AG waste 

rock into the open pit at closure; 

• the separation of pyritic tailings from bulk tailings, which may make it more feasible 

to backfill pyritic tailings into the open pit at closure and may result in the ability to 

more effectively reclaim the pyritic tailings/PAO waste rock site and reduce surface 

impacts and reduce water management needs of this site following closure; and 

• the relocation of treated water discharge locations, which allows :flow augmentation 

and may reduce impacts due to open pit dewatering. 

In addition to these differences in the mining proposal, the Corps' DEIS and EPA's 2014 

Proposed Detennination draw some conflicting preliminary conclusions regarding the 

infonnation about the project EPA recognizes that these documents have different purposes and 

that the Corps has not yet prepared its specific Section 404(b)(l) Guidelines analysis, DEIS, 

Section 4.22 Wetlands and Other Waters/Special Aquatic Sites, 4.22-4, In addition, EPA's 

issuance of a Proposed Determination represents a judgment that the matter should be '"look[ ed] 

into" or ""explored." While the Proposed Determination describes EPA's basis for its 2014 

preliminary determinations, EPA has not rendered a final determination on this matter. The 

Corps' conclusions are also preliminary, and EPA provided detailed comments on the Draft EIS 

and 404 PN on July 1, 2019 which raise issues for the Corps' consideration about some of the 

Corps' analyses and preliminary conclusions (including the examples discussed below). EPA's 

July 1, 2019 letters also make recommendations to provide significant additional information 

about key project components and plans and improve the environmental modeling and other 

aspects of the impact assessment 
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In today's decision, EPA is not seeking to resolve any conflicting preliminary conclusions of 

the Agencies or conclusively address the merits of the underlying technical issues. Rather, in 

withdnn.ving the Proposed Detennination, EPA has considered the full record as it now stands, 

including the conflicting preliminary conclusions of the Agencies. EPA is providing a few 

examples of the divergent views expressed by the Agencies on some key questions that will 

ultimately need to be resolved. The examples are not an exhaustive list but are included to 

illustrate that the Agencies have expressed divergent views on important issues related to the 

impact of the proposed project 

For example, the DEIS states in a section regarding fish displacement and habitat loss that 

"there is sufficient available habitat for relocation \.vtthout impacts to existing populations ... [t]he 

extent or scope of these impacts would [be] limited to waters in the vicinity of the mine site 

footprint, and may not be observed dm,mstream from the affected stream channel," DEIS Section 

4.24, page 4,24-8, However, EPA's 2014 Proposed Detennination states that "[t]he elimination 

and dewatering of anadromous fish streams would also adversely affect downstream habitat for 

salmon and other fish species.'; Proposed Determination 2014, 4-9 (citations omitted). 

As another example, the Alaska District's DEIS preliminarily concluded in a section 

discussing impacts on coho and Chinook populations that: 

[C]onsidering the low quality and low use of coho and Chinook rearing habitat; 
the lack of spawning in SFK east reaches impacted, and the low level of coho 
spawning in NFK Tributary 1.190, measurable impacts to salmon populations 
would be unlikely, .. modeling indicates that indirect impacts associated with mine 
operations would occur at the individual level, and be attenuated upstream of the 
confluence of the NFK and SFK with no measurable impacts to salmon 
populations. 

DEIS, Section 4.24; page 4.24-6. For comparison, EPA's Proposed Determination preliminarily 

concluded that: 
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The headwater and beaver-modified habitats eliminated or dewatered by the 
Pebble 0.25 stage mine could support [coho and Chinook] populations that are 
distinct from those using habitats farther dO\.vnstream in each watershed. Besides 
destroying the intact, headwater-to-larger river networks of the SFK, NFK, and 
UTC watersheds, stream losses that eliminate local, unique populations could 
translate into a substantial loss of genetic variability with impacts extending well 
beyond the footprints of the lost habitats .... Thus, loss of the SFK, NFK, and 
UTC watersheds' discrete fish populations could have significant repercussions 
well beyond that suggested by their absolute proportion within the larger 
watersheds .... Thus, the elimination or dewatering of nearly 5 miles (8 km) of 
salmon streams caused or facilitated by the discharge of dredged or fill material 
for the Pebble 0.25 stage mine could reduce the overall productivity of the SFK, 
NFK, and UTC watersheds for both species, at a level that the aquatic ecosystem 
may not be able to afford. 

Proposed Determination 2014, 4-8 (citations omitted). Furthermore, EPA anticipates that 

additional information will continue to become available through the Corps' ongoing permit 

review process that was not available at the time of the Proposed Determination. The Corps' 

Draft EIS received over l 00,000 public comments. In addition to these comments now in the 

record, EPA expects that additional information relevant to EPA's decision-making will become 

available through the permitting process. All this infonnation represents the full record that EPA 

would ultimately need to consider as part of any regulatory decision-making. 

Given the need for any final EPA 404(c) decision to be based on the entire record, EPA has 

concluded that a Proposed Determination which in its current form does not account for the full 

record and does not grapple ·with differing conclusions, including those noted above, cannot 

serve as a basis for such a decision. If in the future EPA decides to proceed under its 404(c) 

authority, a new proposed determination would be appropriate to ensure consideration by the 

Regional Administrator of the full record prior to making the required determination under 40 

CFR 23 l .3(a) and ensure meaningful public engagement through the public comment period on 

any new proposed determination. As discussed below, EPA concludes that the proper avenue for 

considering the full available record and resolving technical issues, including conflicting 
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information and conclusions, should be through the now available processes before any potential 

decision-making by EPA, 

B. Process Opportunities as the Record Develops 

EPA is also v.rithdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination because it has detennined that 

given the record developments, as well as the language and structure of the 404(c) regulations, as 

discussed above~ at this time, the appropriate sequencing is to resolve technical issues during the 

Corps' permitting process rather than through a separate 404(c) process initiated in 2014 that 

does not reflect the full record, 

EPA is participating in the Corps' NEPA process as a cooperating agency for the preparation 

of the EIS pursuant to the Corps~ invitation and schedule. In this role, EPA has provided 

significant technical comments to the Corps relating to impacts of the project. EPA has and will 

continue to work constructively with the Corps as a cooperating agency, providing special 

expertise in specific areas requested by the Corps, including: alternatives; recreation; aesthetics 

and visual resources; soils; surface- and groundwater hydrology; water and sediment quality; 

wetlands and special aquatic sites; vegetation; and mitigation, EPA plans to continue to work 

with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on the next steps in the NEPA process, 

including the development of the final EIS and other information to inform the Corps' permit 

decision. 

In addition to supporting the Corps as a cooperating agency, EPA is evaluating the 

information relevant to the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines analysis and providing feedback to the 

Corps, EPA's July 1, 2019 comments on the 404 PN for Pebble's pemiit application stated that it 

"'has concerns regarding the extent and magnitude of the substantial proposed impacts to streams, 
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wetlands, and other aquatic resources that may result, particularly in light of the important role 

these resources play in supporting the region's valuable fishery resources." 

In its Section 404 letter, EPA Region 10 also invoked the process to resolve these concerns 

pursuant to the 404(q) MOA. EPA's June 1, 2019 letter stated that "Region 10 finds that this 

project as described in the PN may have substantial and unacceptable adverse impacts on 

fisheries resources in the project area watersheds, which are aquatic resources of national 

importance." 

EPA recognizes that the Corps, through well-established processes of continued analysis and 

coordination with EPA, may resolve some of the issues raised by EPA's letter. In addition, EPA 

recognizes that it is incumbent on the Agency to reanalyze its prior position, which was based on 

hypothetical scenarios, now that there is actual, non-speculative information before EPA in the 

form of a Section 404 pennit application and associated information. 

As such, EPA believes it is appropriate to defer to the Corps' decision-making process to sort 

out the information before deciding whether to initiate a Section 404(c) process based on the full 

record before the agencies. This approach is appropriate in these circumstances in light of the 

record developments and EPA's regulations as described above. Under the statute and 

regulations, the Corps is the lead agency for issuing permits under ~ection 404(a). The Corps 

should have the first opportunity to consider project-specific information here without having to 

contend with a 404(c) proposal that does not account for all of the available information. 

Moreover, when EPA is considering use ofits authority under Section 404(c), the Corps 

plays an important coordination and consultation role in the initial stages ofEPA's decision

making, and that role may differ depending on whether or not there is a pending CW A 404 

permit application. As discussed above, the regulations provide that where there is a permit 
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application pending, "it is anticipated" that the coordination process 44Will normally be exhausted 

prior to any final decision of whether to initiate a 404(c) proceeding," The current coordination 

procedures bet\veen EPA and the Corps on individual permitting decisions is now memorialized 

in the 1992 404(q) MOA. The elevation procedures represent a longstanding, well-understood, 

and agreed-upon process that the agencies have utilized for more than two decades. 

Importantly, EPA could not have initiated the 404(q) MOA process when EPA Region 10 

started its Section 404( c) process for the Pebble deposit area in 2014 or when EPA issued its 

February 2018 suspension notice. After the Corps noticed PLP's 404 permit application for 

public comment, EPA could and did initiate the Section 404(q) MOA procedures. Now that the 

404(q) MOA process is available to resolve issues, EPA has determined that it is most 

appropriate to use that process to resolve issues as the record develops before engaging in any 

possible future decision-making regarding its Section 404(c) authority, By initiating the 404(q) 

MOA process, EPA Region 10 is following an avenue to work with the Corps Alaska District 

throughout the permitting process to resolve concerns. If unresolved, EPA Region 10 can elevate 

to EPA Headquarters, which can decide whether to engage with the Department of the Army. If 

EPA proceeds th.rough this process and its concerns remain outstanding when the Corps is ready 

to issue the permit, the MOA specifically contemplates that EPA will have an opportunity to 

consider exercising its Section 404(c) authority at that time, IfEPA believes that these processes 

are not addressing its concerns, EPA retains the discretion and the authority to decide to use its 

Section 404(c) authority .. whenever" it determines, in its discretion, that the statutory standard 

for exercising this authority has been met, including at the end of 404(q) MOA process, by 
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initiating a new Section 404(c) process that is informed by the entirety of the facts and the 

Corps' decision-making known to the Agency at that time.4 

The Corps, in addition to the public, also plays an important role in identifying information 

or potential corrective actions to address EPA's unacceptable adverse effects finding. In 

particular, EPA' s regulations provide a 15-day opportunity for the Corps to provide such 

infom1ation prior to the issuance of the proposed determination. Although the Corps participated 

in EPA's 2014 process prior to the issuance of the Proposed. Determination, the nature of the 

Corps' engagement in this instance was somewhat limited because there was no permit 

application pending. Now that PLP submitted a permit application, the Corps is in a different 

position regarding its ability to provide information relating to corrective actions to prevent 

unacceptable adverse effects and that information should be accounted for in the Corps' 

permitting process as well as by EPA. 

For these reasons, EPA has determined that it is most appropriate to participate in the 404 

permitting processes to address concerns as the record develops rather than continue with a 

separate 404(c) action initiated in 2014. This approach will ensure that both agencies will be able 

to consider the full record and engage on issues consistent with their respective roles provided 

for under the Clean Water Act and EPA's implementing regulations. 

V. Response to Comments 

EPA's February 2018 Federal Register notice summarized the comments EPA received on 

the proposal to withdraw. Two of EPA's bases for withdrawal in 2017 focused on giving time for 

4 The 404(q) MOA states that "This agreement does not diminish either Agency's authority to dedde whether a 
particular individual permit should be granted, including determining whether the project is in compliance with the 
Section 404(b)(l) Guidelines, or the Administrator's authority under Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act" Part l, 
paragraph 5. 
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PLP to submit a pennit application and to allow for Corps review of that permit application. EPA 

acknowledges that given the developments since EPA's July 2017 notice those rationales for 

withdrawal no long apply to this situation. 

As discussed above, EPA's withdrawal action aligns with the third basis included in EPA 's 

original July 2017 proposed withdrawal relating to the factual development of the record for 

PLP's permit application and EPA's ability, consistent with its settlement agreement, to exercise 

Section 404( c) prior to any potential Corps authorization of discharge of dredged or fill material 

associated with mining the Pebble deposit. EPA is focusing its responses on that issue and on 

comments that EPA explained that it was not addressing in its 2018 suspension notice. 

EPA's February 28, 2018 notice indicated that Hin light ofEPA's forbearance from 

proceeding to the next step of the section 404(c)process ... , EPA concludes that the factual 

record regarding the permit application can develop notwithstanding the Proposed 

Determination," 83 FR 8670. Although that remains true, given the need for any final EPA 

404(c) decision to be based on the entire record, EPA has concluded that a Proposed 

Determination which in its current fonn does not account for the full record and does not grapple 

with differing conclusions; including those noted above, should not serve as a basis for such a 

decision. 

In response to comments that EPA cannot withdraw a Proposed Detennination without 

considering the proposed restrictions or the science and technical information, EPA's February 

28, 2018 notice stated that such comments were "moot" in light of EPA's decision not to 

withdraw the Proposed Determination. 83 FR 8670, Although EPA is now withdrawing the 

Proposed Determination, such comments remain outside the bounds of EPA's basis for its 

decision. Indeed~ EPA's July 19, 2017 notice indicated that it was .. not soliciting comment on the 

25 

ED_002890_00032548-00025 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



proposed restrictions or science or technical information underlying the Proposed 

Determination." 82 FR 33124. Moreover, EPA's February 28, 2018 notice made clear that such 

comments were outside the scope. 83 FR 8898. As in EPA's prior notices, EPA is not basing its 

decision-making on technical consideration or judgments about whether the mine proposal will 

ultimately be found to meet the requirements of the 404(b )(1) Guidelines or results in 

"unacceptable adverse effects" under CWA section 404(c). The technical information is 

continuing to evolve through the ongoing section 404 and NEPA processes, and determinations 

under Section 404 will be made in conjunction with, and based on, the record when it is fully 

developed. Rather, EPA is withdrawing its 2014 Proposed Determination based on the 

considerations described in this notice and is continuing to consider the technical issues through 

its engagement with the Corps in these procedures. EPA will continue to consider the relevant 

science and technical information, including the information underlying its 2014 Proposed 

Determination, as part of the ongoing permitting process. This effort includes consideration of 

"any other information that is relevant to protection of the world-class fisheries contained in the 

Bristol Bay watershed in light of the permit application that has now been submitted to the 

Corps." 83 FR 8670, February 28, 2018. 

EPA's February 28, 2018 notice indicated that comments received on the Administrator's 

review "do not need to be addressed" because the Proposed Determination was not being 

withdrawn. 83 FR 8670. In general, these comments advocated for or against the 

Administrator's review. Some commenters asked for additional opportunities for public input. 

EPA has satisfied all of the procedural requirements for withdrawing a proposed determination 

provided in 40 CFR 231.S(c). EPA's regulations do not require EPA to propose a withdrawal of 

a proposed determination and take public comment. EPA took that step to comply with its 
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settlement agreement obligation. EPA's regulations only require notification to all those that 

commented on the proposed determination or participated at the hearing and allow an 

opportunity for such persons to provide timely written recommendations concerning whether the 

Administrator should review the Regional Administrator's decision, 40 CFR 231,5(c); 44 FR 

58081, October 9, 1979. EPA satisfied this requirement through its July 2017 notice. Through 

this process, the public had a full opportunity to comment on the very basis for EPA's 

withdrawal of the Proposed Determination and on whether the Administrator should review and 

reconsider the withdrawal. 82 FR 33124, July 19, 2017, EPA has now completed consideration 

of the issues raised as described in this notice. The General Counsel, who is the delegated official 

to act for the Administrator, did not notify the Regional Administrator of his intent to review as 

described in the regulations, thus ending the regulatory process. 

EPA has also determined that it is unnecessary to seek additional public comment as 

indicated by the February 2018 Federal Register notice. Such an additional public comment is 

not required under EPA's regulations. EPA notes that it provided numerous opportunities for the 

public to comment on the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment and Proposed Detem1ination, 

including on the rationale for EPA's decision to withdraw the Proposed Detennination. 

Furthermore, the Corps has provided an opportunity for the public to comment on the Draft EIS 

and the public has an opportunity to comment on the final EIS, See 40 CFR 1503.l(b), Finally, if 

EPA initiates the Section 404( c) process pursuant to 40 CFR 231.3 in the future and proceeds to 

publish a new Proposed Determination, such a decision would be subject to notice and comment 

under EPA' s regulations. 
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VI. Conclusion 

Today's decision provides clarity and certainty that EPA Region 10 will be working through 

the Corps' permitting process, including as a cooperating agency, and the 404(q) MOA process 

for engagement on this matter. This notice concludes EPA 's withdrawal process that was 

initiated on July 19, 2017 and suspended on January 26, 2018. As Regional Administrator and 

after conferring with EPA's General Counsel, I am providing notice of withdrawal of the 2014 

Proposed Determination described herein under 40 CFR 231.S(c)(l ). 

Dated: Jl,l~ °301 ~oi 9 
f: 11 /},. 

r/;1';: · / ::/ / / f/ / 
-· -~ t _! .. / l / 

7 : \,L/'"""' -~ )C,.-,:r· \ . L,,,.,,,._.J . \,-._,/' . 

Chris Hladick .. 
Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10. 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
From: Abboud, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B6FSAF791 A 1842F1 ADCC088CBF9ED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC] 
Sent: Sat 8/10/2019 2:31 :13 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

I hav(_Ex_._s __ Deliberative_ Process_ (DP)J'll touch base with you guys later. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 9, 2019, at 7:50 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/09/us/epa-alaska-pebble-mine-salmon-invs/index.html 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 9, 2019, at 12:11 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here's a potential response. Will call you shortly. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2019 11:08 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Devine, Curt" <CurtDevine@cnn.com> 
Date: August 9, 2019 at 10:56:20 AM EDT 
To: "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Hackel, Angela" 
<Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Hi Michael and Angela, 
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CNN will report that a meeting took place on June 27, led by Matthew Leopold, in which he 
said the proposed determination on Pebble Mine would be withdrawn. We have evidence 

that the meeting was called on behalf of Leopold and that he ran the meeting. Yesterday 

you told us that Leopold did not attend any meeting involving Pebble Mine on June 27, and 

therefore any announcement at any such meeting would lack authority. [You said, "I don't 

know if there was another meeting, but the key decisionmaker was not at any meeting."] 

Do you want to correct the record before this story airs? 

We would appreciate any follow-up response by 2pm. 

Thanks again, 

Curt Devine 

CNN, Washington 

I Ex. 6 l(cell) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Abboud, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B6FSAF791 A 1842F1 ADCC088CBF9ED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC] 
Sent: Fri 8/9/2019 7:30:51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Should be good. I didn't see it run. I'll see ifl can find the clips. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 9, 2019, at 3:19 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Just making sure you don't need anything else from us about this. Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 9, 2019, at 12:11 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here's a potential response. Will call you shortly. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2019 11:08 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Devine, Curt" <CurtDevine@cnn.com> 
Date: August 9, 2019 at 10:56:20 AM EDT 
To: "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Hackel, Angela" 
<Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Hi Michael and Angela, 

CNN will report that a meeting took place on June 27, led by Matthew Leopold, in which he 
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said the proposed determination on Pebble Mine would be withdrawn. We have evidence 
that the meeting was called on behalf of Leopold and that he ran the meeting. Yesterday 

you told us that Leopold did not attend any meeting involving Pebble Mine on June 27, and 

therefore any announcement at any such meeting would lack authority. [You said, "I don't 

know if there was another meeting, but the key decisionmaker was not at any meeting."] 

Do you want to correct the record before this story airs? 

We would appreciate any follow-up response by 2pm. 

Thanks again, 

Curt Devine 
CNN, Washington 

I Ex. 6 I (cell) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 
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Regional Seafood Development Assodation 

August 8, 2019 

Matthew Leopold 

General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Transmitted via email to: leopold.matt@)epa.gov 

with cc to: hladick.christopher(a)epa.~1ov (EPA Region 1 0 Administrator) and 

ross.david@epa.gov (Assistant Administrator of EPA's Office of Water) 

RE: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination to Restrict Water Uses in Bristol 

Bay, Alaska under Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA). 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 

On behalf of more than 8,000 commercial fishermen and over 2,000 commercial fishing 

businesses that rely on the productivity of Bristol Bay's freshwater habitat, the Bristol Bay 

Regional Seafood Development Association (BBRSDA) strongly objects to the Environmental 

Protection Agency's (EPA) decision to withdraw its Proposed Determination (PD) restricting 

water uses in Bristol Bay, Alaska. The 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA}, which 

the PD is based upon, is the product of three years of effective public process and discourse: 

over 1 million public comments, independent peer-reviewed results, and many stakeholder 

meetings. This was a rigorous process intended to produce fact and truth, and it did just that. 

Now, it appears, this critical information is being ignored and essentially buried. 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 231.S(c}, we further request that the Assistant Administrator for Water 

review and, based on the clear evidence of unacceptable impacts to an aquatic resource of 

national importance contained in the administrative record, rescind the withdrawal. 

We understand the court settlement reached with Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP) in 2017 

requires the EPA to wait until May 2021 or until a final environmental impact statement (EIS) 

is released, before advancing to the next step of issuing a Recommended Determination. 

However, nothing in the settlement required the EPA to withdraw the PD. The primary 

reasons for the withdrawal appear to be 1) an assumption that more is known about the 

project now because there is a permit application in front of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) and 2) the PD might create "confusion" within the USACE permitting process. 

First, neither of these reasons have anything to do with the specific merits of the 

assessment's finding, and second, the PD actually provides much needed clarity. As the 

proposed mine plan/scale is almost certainly not economically feasible and PLP's tailings 

design has no successful precedent in these environmental conditions, we do not know more 

TEL (907} 677-237'1 P.O. BOX 6386, SffKA, AK 9983:S !NFO@)BBRSDACOM 
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about how big this mine would actually be or how it would be operated. There is little 

question that the 2014 BBWA was far more rigorous than the USACE's Draft EIS. EPA Region 

1 O's own comments regarding the draft EIS highlight the document's shortcomings ("Given 

the substantial potential impacts and risks of the proposed project and weaknesses in the 

draft environmental impact statement (DEIS}, the DEIS likely underestimates adverse 

impacts to groundwater and surface water flows, water quality, wetlands, fish resources, and 

air quality"}. 

The PD and the BBWA include critical findings and project thresholds that should be 

incorporated into USACE's permitting decision where relevant, not deleted. 

While we understand that the EPA may yet participate in the Pebble permitting process with 

USACE through CWA 404(q} provisions, this is not the same as a 404(c} determination. In our 

opinion, a better course of action befitting the EPA's mission would have been to leave the 

suspended PD in place, and seek to work with USACE through 404(q} provisions. As you can 

imagine, we are disappointed to see years of intense public process and peer-reviewed 

research be cast aside. However, we hope the EPA will retain and consider information from 

the BBWA and PD as it works with USACE and ultimately follow the science to exercise its 

veto authority on this permit pursuant to Section 404(c}. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Wink 

Executive Director 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fotouhi, David [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
6/26/2019 11:04:07 PM 
Willey, Katharine [willey.katharine@epa.gov] 
Fwd: 

Attachments: Edits to DRAFT factsheet regarding consideration of withdrawal 6.24.19.docx; ATT0000l.htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <FotouhLDavid@ep;:Lgov> 

Date: June 26, 2019 at 8:22:24 AM EDT 

To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@lepa.gov> 

Here's a clean version of the factsheet draft I sent to OPA yesterday. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@,epa.qov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Fotouhi, David [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
7/29/2019 9:41:36 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Mutz, John (Fletcher) [mutz.john@epa.gov] 
FW: FRN 

Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072919_nits_ACP.docx; ATT0000l.htm 

Please print this attachment for Matt's review. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.qov 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:41 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 

<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 

Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 

Subject: FRN 

Matt, Chris, and Lee -

Attached is the final draft of the withdrawal notice that includes edits requested by Chris. Those are in red line so you 

can see how we addressed them after discussion with David F. 

Ashley is working on formatting the document and cleaning it up for publication. Please let me know if you have any 

other edits or questions. If not, we can print it for Chris's signature either later today or early in the morning Pacific 

Time. 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Fotouhi, David [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
6/19/2019 12:36:26 AM 

To: 
Subject: 

Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
DRAFT memo to RlO 

Attachments: Suspension directive.docx 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Matt: Please see the attached draft; let me know if you have any questions or edits. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david~epa.qov 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, 
DA] 
Sent: Sun 7/28/2019 7:52:11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: 404q letters 

I'll send this over tomorrow. I don't think Matt copied me when he sent the signed letter to the Corps. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 7:24 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: 404q letters 

Also, can you send me the final letter we sent to the Corps? I've seen the response but not our final 
letter. Thanks and have a good weekend. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

> On Jul 26, 2019, at 2:57 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 

r·-·-·?.' __ HL._6Jl_v..!L.L. _____________________ , _____________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De_l i berative _Process_ (D P) ____________________________________________________ i 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i·-·-·;_,,;,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

> David Fotouhi 
> 
> Principal Deputy General Counsel 
> Office of General Counsel 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
> Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
> fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
> 
> -----Original Message----
> From: Stern, Allyn 
> Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 5:56 PM 
> To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
> Subject: 404q letters 
> 
> Hi David - the FWS is asking for a copy of the letter exchange between us and the Corps. They have 
already shared with us a copy of their 404(b) letter. Typically we would share this but I wanted to clear 
that with you first. Let me know what you think. 
> 
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> Allyn Stern 
> Regional Counsel 
> US EPA Region 10 
> 206-553-1223 
> stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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To: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Fri 8/9/2019 3: 15:40 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Thanks. I'll call you shortly. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2019 11:08 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Devine, Curt" <CurtDevine@cnn.com> 
Date: August 9, 2019 at 10:56:20 AM EDT 
To: "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Hackel, Angela" <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CNN follow up question on Pebble (for report today) 

Hi Michael and Angela, 

CNN will report that a meeting took place on June 27, led by Matthew Leopold, in which he said the proposed 
determination on Pebble Mine would be withdrawn. We have evidence that the meeting was called on behalf of 
Leopold and that he ran the meeting. Yesterday you told us that Leopold did not attend any meeting involving Pebble 
Mine on June 27, and therefore any announcement at any such meeting would lack authority. [You said, "I don't know 
if there was another meeting, but the key decisionmaker was not at any meeting."] 

Do you want to correct the record before this story airs? 

We would appreciate any follow-up response by 2pm. 

Thanks again, 

Curt Devine 
CNN, Washington 

_ curt.d_evine@c~n.com 

! _____ ~~-~----~---· lcel I) 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Fri 6/28/2019 5:49: 13 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: Proposed Determination/General Counsel directive 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Keen, Kip" <Kip.Keen@spglobal.com> 
Date: June 28, 2019 at 6:35:33 AM PDT 
To: "hladick.christo her c e a. ov" <hladick.christo her c e a. ov> 
Subject: Proposed Determination/General Counsel directive 

Dear Mr. Hladick, 

I am a reporter with S&P Global Market Intelligence. 

I note that the EPA's general counsel directed you to lift a suspension on the process to reconsider a 

Proposed Determination over disposal of waste in the Bristol Bay related to the Pebble project in Alaska. 

How have you responded to the directive? And is there a timeline or other details available on how Region 

10 will proceed following the directive? 

Thanks, 

Kip Keen 

Kip Keen 
Reporter - Metals & Mining 
S&P Global Market Intelligence 
1718 Argyle St. 
Halifax, NS 
Canada 

[·-·---~-~~---~---·-_! ( cell) 
www.s lobal.corn/rnarketintelli ence 

Tho information containocl in this massage is intondod only for tho rocipiont, and may boa confidontial attornoy-cliont communication or may othorwiso bo 
priviloood and confidontial and protocted from disclosure. If tho roaclor of this massage is not tho intendod recipient, or an employoo or agent rosponsiblo for 
dolivorino this mossagc to tho intendod rocipiont, ploaf,o bo aware that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
rocoivecl this communication in error, ploaf,o immocliately notify us by replying to the massage and delotino it from your computor. S&P Global Inc. reserves tho 
rioht, subject to applicable local law, to monitor, roviow and procoss tho content of any electronic massage or information sent to or from S&P Global Inc. e-mail 
adclrosses without informing the sendor or rocipiont of tho massage. By sending electronic massage or information to S&P Global Inc. e-mail acldrosses you, af, tho 
sendor, are consenting to S&P Global Inc. procossing any of your personal data thoroin. 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Fri 7/12/2019 10:51 :30 PM (UTC) 
Fwd: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> 
Date: July 12, 2019 at 2:28:36 PM MDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her c e a. ov> 
Subject: Re: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Sounds good, I'll reach out on Monday to see if we can find a time to talk. Thanks! 

Dave 

Happy to discuss next week 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2019, at 1:47 PM, Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Hladick (with copy to Mark McIntyre): 

Greetings! I'm writing because my organization, the Institute for Journalism & Natural 
Resources (IJNR), will be leading a group of 10 journalists to Alaska later this summer to learn 
more about Bristol Bay, its people, economy and ecosystems, the proposed Pebble Mine, and 
how all those things interact. 

As a bit of background, IJNR is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
journalists do a more effective job of telling stories about natural resource use. Our model is a 
weeklong field-based training program that takes reporters out of their newsrooms and into the 
places where they can observe things firsthand and meet key stakeholders, including resource 
users, regulators, scientists, tribe members, local officials and others. We have been conducting 
these programs since 1995 and count nearly 1,000 working journalists as our alumni. 

Obviously the EPA will play a key role in the Pebble Mine decision, so I would like to invite you 
to participate as a speaker in our Bristol Bay Institute, which will take place August 28-
September 5. Since our program will take place in Alaska and you're based in Seattle, we would 
welcome you to join us via Skype or some other electronic means (though of course we would 
be delighted to have to join us in Alaska if that's possible). We will have a couple days in 
Anchorage, but we're planning for the bulk of the trip to take place in the Bristol Bay watershed 
itself, including Dillingham, Lake Nerka, and the villages of Igiugig and Iliamna. 

I would be happy to discuss your participation and answer any questions you may have about 
IJNR, this particular program or anything else, at your convenience. I sincerely hope you can join 
us, and look forward to hearing back. 

Have a great weekend, and thank you for your time. 
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Best, 
Dave 

Dave Spratt 
Chief Executive Officer 
Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davespratt 1 
IG: dave.spratt 

The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue 
about natural resource issues through programs that inform, empower and inspire better 
journalism. 

Dave Spratt 
Chief Executive Officer 
Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davespratt 1 
IG: dave.spratt 

The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue about natural 
resource issues through programs that inform, empower and inspire better journalism. 
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To: Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 8:00:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
Coalition invite letter to EPA GC.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mutz, John (Fletcher)" <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Date: June 4, 2019 at 12:36:05 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her d.Je a. ov> 
Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert c e a. ov> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Chris, 

Matt would like to meet with this coalition while in Alaska. Would you please coordinate? 

Thanks, 
Fletcher 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: maria y@aoga.org; Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>; Rebecca Logan <rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>; 
Alicia Siira <alicia@agcak.org>; Karen Matthias <kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>; Patrick Bergt <berg @aoga.org>; 
mhall@akrdc.org 
Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that you are the scheduling point of contact for the EPA visit to Alaska next week. Please see the below 
invitation that was sent to Mr. Leopold requesting that he meet with business trade organizations based in 
Anchorage. We would appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Thank you very much. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deantha Crockett <deantha@alaskaminers.org> 
Subject: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
Date: May 29, 2019 at 11:49:38 AM AKDT 
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To: leopold.matt@epa.gov 

Cc: Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>, Kara Moriarty <maria y@aoga.org>, Rebecca Logan 

<rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>, Alicia Siira <Alicia@agcak.org>, Karen Matthias 

<kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>, Marleanna Hall <mhall@akrdc.org> 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

Attached please find an invitation to meet with representatives from several Alaska business 

organizations in Alaska. We appreciate your consideration of this request, and please let us know if you 

have any questions. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
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ALASK/\. CHAAAhER .ALASKA MINERS 

RESOURCE DEVHOPMENT COUMCIL 

Alaska Producers 

May 29, 2019 

The Honorable Matt Leopold, General Counsel 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Office of the General Counsel, 2310A 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 
Submitted to !eooo!d.matt(ipepa.gov 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

We have heard you plan to visit Alaska the week of June 10th to learn more about Alaska and the 

Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) role in pursuing the precedent setting preemptive veto on the 

Pebble Project. Our organizations represent a large number of companies involved in advancing 

Alaska's economy and on behalf of our members we would welcome an opportunity to visit with you 

about our concerns about this EPA policy while you are in our state. 

Most of Alaska's business and trade organizations have taken positions against the EPA's use of 

preemptive and retroactive veto actions. Many have also supported the EPA removing its Proposed 

Determination on the Pebble Project as expeditiously as possible. We take this view as these actions are 

reflective of poor public policy and an assault on fair process for the regulated community. 

While most of our organizations have not taken public positions supporting or opposing the proposed 

Pebble Project, we have all gone on the record multiple times in support of fair and due process for all 

resource projects in Alaska. We know that opponents of development in Alaska will use these tactics in 

the future and we support acting now to ensure they cannot be resurrected for use outside of the 

traditional permitting process. Our member companies all believe we need a stable, predictable 

permitting process in order to attract investment in Alaska and grow our economy. 

Should your schedule allow, we invite you to meet with a cross section of our trade and business 

organizations. Between all of our groups, we represent most of the companies involved in promoting 

and developing Alaska's economy. 

Sincerely, 

Kati Capozzi, President & CEO 
Alaska Chamber of Commerce 

'ff: la r v J o~c--

Rebecca Logan, CEO 
Alaska Support Industry Alliance 

\ i\ h lk<b~ ~-~LL!L!_y'\.11',,, 
Marleanna Hall, Executive Director 
Resource Development Council for Alaska 
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Deantha Crockett, Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 

Alicia Siira, Executive Director 
Associated General Contractors of Alaska 

Kara Moriarty, President/CEO 
Alaska Oil and Gas Association 

Karen Matthias, Executive Director 
Council of Alaska Producers 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Mutz, John (Fletcher)[mutz.john@epa.gov] 
hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Wed 6/5/2019 6:07:27 PM (UTC) 
Re: Trade Assn and Pebble 

Working on it 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 5, 2019, at 7:57 AM, Mutz, John (Fletcher) 

Chris, 

wrote: 

Matt would like to get the details hammered out for his meeting with Pebble and with the trade associations that I 
mentioned to you in our email exchange yesterday. Would you be able to get those meetings finalized in the next day 
orso? 

Thanks, 
Fletcher 

J. Fletcher Mutz 

Special Assistant 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8043 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Wed 7/31/2019 7:12:51 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: Lifting protections is a crime 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Thomas/Obst" 1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Date: July 31, 2019 at 10:35:23 AM PDT . 

To: ==========~ 
Subject: Lifting protections is a crime 

May you rot in hell for lifting protections for Bristol Bay salmon runs. Short sighted fools with your noses in 
the money trough. Have you noticed EPA means Environmental Protection? Not destruction. 
When all the natural fish runs are gone because of greedy folks like you and your overloads, your criminality 
will be clear. I hope we come after all the destroyers and put you in jail. 
Sincerely, 
James Thomas 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: MacIntyre, Mark[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1 EF0971B52B14F6A9DF509C4800A 1 0E3-MACINTYRE, MARK] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 9:31:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Chris: Upon the advice of Marianne & Suzanne, I'm calling this guy back with our regrets on this opportunity, Just wanted to make 

sure that you were aware ..... 

MM 

From: Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 12:40 PM 

To: Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> 

Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov>; Melissa Mylchreest 

<melissa.mylchreest@ijnr.org> 
Subject: Re: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Hi Chris and Mark, just circling back to see if there's any opportunity to talk this week? 

Thanks! 

Dave 

On Fri, Jul 12, 2019 at 3:47 PM Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@iinr.org> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Hladick (with copy to Mark McIntyre): 

Greetings! I'm writing because my organization, the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources (IJNR), will be leading a group of 
10 journalists to Alaska later this summer to learn more about Bristol Bay, its people, economy and ecosystems, the proposed 
Pebble Mine, and how all those things interact. 

As a bit of background, IJNR is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping journalists do a more effective job of 
telling stories about natural resource use. Our model is a weeklong field-based training program that takes reporters out of their 

newsrooms and into the places where they can observe things firsthand and meet key stakeholders, including resource users, 
regulators, scientists, tribe members, local officials and others. We have been conducting these programs since 1995 and count 

nearly 1,000 working journalists as our alumni. 

Obviously the EPA will play a key role in the Pebble Mine decision, so I would like to invite you to participate as a speaker in our 

Bristol Bay Institute, which will take place August 28-September 5. Since our program will take place in Alaska and you're based in 

Seattle, we would welcome you to join us via Skype or some other electronic means (though of course we would be delighted to 
have to join us in Alaska if that's possible). We will have a couple days in Anchorage, but we're planning for the bulk of the trip to 
take place in the Bristol Bay watershed itself, including Dillingham, Lake Nerka, and the villages of lgiugig and lliamna. 

I would be happy to discuss your participation and answer any questions you may have about IJNR, this particular program or 

anything else, at your convenience. I sincerely hope you can join us, and look forward to hearing back. 

Have a great weekend, and thank you for your time. 

Best, 
Dave 

Dave Spratt 
Chief Executive Officer 

Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davesprattl 

IG: dave.spratt 

www.iinr.org 
The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue about natural resource issues 
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through programs that inform, empower and inspire better journalism. 

Dave Spratt 

Chief Executive Officer 

Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davesprattl 

IG: dave.spratt 

www.iinr.org 

The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue about natural resource issues through 

programs that inform, empower and inspire better journalism. 
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Enridimg Our Native Way of Life 

July 23, 2019 

Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 1 0 
1200 Si>cth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Via email and first class mail 

Re: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination 

Dear Regional Administrator Hladick, 

On behalf of our shareholders, Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) encourages Region 10 
to take the next step in the Clean Water Act 404(q) dispute resolution process and file with the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers a "will effect" letter with respect to the proposed Pebble mine project 
prior to the July 26th deadline. Separately, BBNC encourages Region 1 0 not to rescind the 
2014 Proposed Determination issued by the Region pursuantto Section 404(c). 

Region 1 O's comments on the Pebble Limited Partnership's Clean Water Act permit application 
and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for that project identify numerous 
deficiencies both in the project proposal and the Draft EIS. The comments also identify 
substantial and unacceptable impacts to Aquatic Resources of National Importance (ARNls). 
To our knowledge, the Corps has neither provided any new information regarding these 
potential impacts nor resolved them in any way. All of the concerns raised by EPA's comments 
still exist. 

EPA was not alone in identifying substantial and unacceptable impacts from this project 
proposal and the Draft EIS. The U.S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the State of Alaska also identified in their comments significant impacts, missing 
information and/or erroneous conclusions. These are concerns that many individuals, 
organizations and companies, including BBNC, also raised. Based on the totality of these 
comments, there can be little question that the project, as proposed, poses substantial and 
unacceptable impacts to the Bristol Bay region and ARNls located therein. Accordingly, it is 
important that Region 1 0 continue the 404( q) dispute resolution process. 

BBNC also encourages Region 10 not to rescind the 2014 Proposed Determination. So long 
as the Proposed Determination remains in place, the Corps of Engineers cannot finalize a 404 
permit for the proposed Pebble project. Given the numerous problems that have been 
identified with PLP's permit application and the review of that application by the Corps, it is 
important for this backstop to remain. Our shareholders have lived with the uncertainty created 
by this proposed project for more than two decades. They deserve to have some level of 

111 West 16th Avem.Je, Suite 400 Anchorage, AK 99501 T 907,278,3602 F 907.276,3924 
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certainty that the Bristol Bay fisheries on which they rely for subsistence and their economic 
livelihoods will not be unacceptably impacted or diminished. The Proposed Determination 
helps provide that certainty in the face of a project proponent that has unjustifiably downplayed 
or minimized the proposed mine's potential impacts and a review process that has been far 
less than robust. 

Region 1 O can allay many of the concerns of the people of Bristol Bay by leaving the 2014 
Proposed Determination in place and sticking to the commitment made by former 
Administrator Scott Pruitt, to engage in further public engagement before taking any further 
action on the Proposed Determination. Please do so. 

Sincerely, 

~~~dk 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 

BBNC Letter to Region 1 o 
July 23, 2019 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5:07:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: READ NOW! Approve your quote in the HQ news release? 

Is this okay with you? 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Marianne Holsman 

Public Affairs Director 
EPA Region 10 
De5:lc.?D.6..~5.53.~_1.?37 ___ ! 

Celli Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Detwiler, Susan K.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1 FSFDE309E84A43A75E34E234C1 C680-DETWILER, S] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 3:51 :36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points 7-30-19 v3 ACP.docx 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:44 AM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona 
<Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

Hi Sue, 

Chris has decided who he wants to call today, and this plan reflects that. 

Messages doc attached. This was updated per comments today from Dan and Ashley. 

HQ said they were also editing the messages (that I sent to them 2 weeks ago) and that they would send me changes, but I have 
received nothing so far today. HQ also said they are drafting a news release that they would share, but I've seen nothing today. 

I'm in morning meetings and will call you asap when I'm back at my desk. 

Thank you! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nortf:LW.?.ii.t:.5.?.PJ.t!L. __ 
0: 206-553-2160 cl Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PPJ_: 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:39 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona 
<Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

I would like to see the messaging we're using - it's not part of the document. 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

I would like to be on the call this morning when you have it. 

Sue 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:56 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona <Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 
Importance: High 
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Hi Tami - let's talk about this when you get in today! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nortfolil.es.t.~.S.e.attJe._,_,_,_,, 
O: 206-553-2160 C: t Ex. 6 Personal PrivacyWP) .! 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:54 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 

Importance: High 

Folks 

OGC just passed along a copy of today's roll out plan to the BB-related announcements. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
-Palmer 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

1 Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C.L Ex .. 6.Personal Privacy (PP)_i 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
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<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

1 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! __________________________________________________ Ex_· ___ 5 ___ De_ I_ i _be _rat iv e ___ P r o c es s ___ { D_ P_) _________________________________________________ I 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle. 
Q• 206-553-2160 c•! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 

' ' i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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Follow us on Twitter! (ri!f P/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

[_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. __ 5 . De _I _i be_ rat iv e . Process __ { D P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~~---·~----·~-~--~--i-·~-~-~~-!.~-y_~ ____ ~ __ ~_!?_~~-~-~---J!?_~J _______________________________ J 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor,tJ:uAJ.e.sL.S.e.attJ.e. _____ _ 
Q; 206-553-2160 c:i, Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

[_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process. (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-)1 so, 
just FYI - I won't be in the office tomorrow, but you don't need me for the communications roll out. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 

To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, 
Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 

<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, 

"Grandinetti, Cami" <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

Matt and Chris connected;! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) [ Thanks. 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
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David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Willey, Katharine 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; Grandinetti, 
Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Call-in #{Ex. 6 Personal_Privacy (PP) I 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marian ne[Holsman. Marian ne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, PAM] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:56:19 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Gahner 

Executive Assistant 

Office of the Regional Administrator 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 1 Suite 155 (M/C 21-B03) 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
Desk (206). 553-2598 __________________ _ 
Gov' t Ce 11 ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
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'!'~ SalmonState 

Via Email and First Class lvfa;/: 

Matthew Leopold 
EPA General Counsel, EPA 
William Jefferson Clinton Bldg. 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

July 10, 2019 

Christopher Hladick 
Region 10 Administrator, EPA 
1200 Sixth Ave-RA 140 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: Public Comment Period and Public Hearings Regarding Proposal to Withdraw 
the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of Area as a Disposal Site: Pebble 
Deposit Area, Bristol Bay, Alaska 

SalmonState respectfully requests the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conduct a 
120-day public comment period, hold public hearings, and consider the public and 
cooperating agency comments submitted to the Army Corps regarding the draft EIS for 
the Pebble mine project prior to taking any action on the Proposed Determination (PD) 
made in July 2014 regarding the "unacceptable adverse impacts" of large-scale mining in 
the Pebble deposit area. 

In 2010, several federally recognized tribes, commercial fishers, conservation groups, 
sport businesses, and trade associations petitioned the EPA to initiate the Clean Water 
Act (CW A) 404( c) process when it became known to them that the area was open to 
large-scale resource development. 1 After years of scientific studies, and a twice peer 
reviewed watershed assessment, in 2014, the EPA found that there would be 
"unacceptable adverse effects" to the wetlands and waterbodies of Bristol Bay. EPA 
properly initiated the CWA 404(c) process, conducted robust and peer reviewed scientific 
studies, conducted an objective evaluation of the potential impacts of mining operations 
in the area, and conducted a public comment and hearing period, all of which 
demonstrated the need for the protection of the invaluable and irreplaceable Bristol Bay 
watershed. Throughout this process, the public has shown overwhelming support for the 
404( c) process and actions taken by EPA These efforts and the objective decision made 
by EPA should not be reversed because of a political decision and industry pressure from 
the owner of the Pebble deposit. 2 

I. The EPA should hold a public comment period, and hold public 
hearings in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest, as is consistent with 
the decision by Pruitt in 2018 

1 Joint Letter from Six Federally Recognized Tribes to Lisa P. Jackson & Dennis J. McLerran, EPA, (May 
2, 2010) 
2 Drew Griffin, Scott Bronstein and John D. Sutter, CNN, EPA head met with a mining CEO - and then 
pushed forward a controversial mining project, CNN, Sept. 22, 2017, at 
bttpj/ www.cnn.com/2 017 /09 /22 (!JCJ[itic.::s/ peb ble-epa-b rlstol-bay-i nvs /index.html 
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Prior to any action on the PD, the EPA should conduct a 120-day comment period and 
hold public hearings. The solicitation of public comments on any CW A 404( c) action is 
warranted. The CWA 404 permit application submitted by Pebble Limited Partnership to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - as well as the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) review process - have highlighted the potential adverse impacts the development 
of the Pebble deposit would have on the Bristol Bay watershed. Additionally, the call for 
public comments and proposal to withdrawal the Proposed Determination in 2017 
restricted public comments, "EPA is not soliciting comment on the proposed restrictions 
or science or technical information underlying the Proposed Determination."3 The 
exclusion of public comments on the underlying science and technical information upon 
which the PD is founded in 2017 warrants the need for an additional public comment 
period, which solicits comments on the factual basis for the PD. Furthermore, the 
process to withdraw the PD was suspended by EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt, on 
January 26, 2018.4 Within this press release, the EPA stated, "EPA intends to solicit 
additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing 
proposed determination to better inform that analysis." 5 Therefore, solicitation of public 
comments in a 120-day open public comment period would be consistent with the EPA's 
previous findings and decisions. We respectfully request EPA solicit public comments 
with at 120-day open comment period prior to any action on the PD. 

Prior to any action on the CWA 404(c) PD, the EPA should hold public hearings in 
communities that may be impacted by the EPA' s actions. In 2017, the EPA conducted 
public hearings in the towns of Dillingham and Iliamna, both of which would be directly 
impacted by any development of the Pebble deposit. We respectfully request that prior to 
any decision on the PD in the future, EPA conduct additional hearings within the Bristol 
Bay region, Anchorage, Juneau, Seattle, WA, and Portland, OR, as the implications of 
action on the PD is far-reaching and tangible to the Bristol Bay fishery, and in tum, to 
each of those communities. 

II. The EPA should review and consider the comments and testimony 
submitted to the Army Corps regarding the CW A 404 permit and 
NEPA processes currently underway. 

As EPA General Counsel Matthew Leopold recognized in the recent memo to EPA 
Region 10 Administrator, Chris Hladick, Bristol Bay is an "aquatic resource of 
national importance." Additionally, Mr. Leopold indicates there is "new 
information" available for the agency to review.6 This includes not only the CWA 
404 permit application submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by the Pebble 

3 82 Fed. Reg. at 33,124. 
'
1 Scott Prnitt Suspends Withdrawal of Proposed Determination in Bristol Bay Watershed, will Solicit 
Additional Comments, EPA Press Release, January 26, 2018. https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa
administrator-scolt-prnitt-suspends-withdrawal-proposed-determinalion-bristol-bav 
s Id. 
6 Memo from Matthew Leopold, General Counsel to Christopher Hladick, Region l 0 Administrator, EPA, 
June 26, 2019. 
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Limited Partnership, but also the comments submitted to the Army Corps in both 
the scoping and draft EIS review stages of the current NEPA review process, but also 
those communications and comments submitted to the Army Corps from 
cooperating agencies during the drafting of the EIS. These comments from the public 
and cooperating agencies contain critical information for the EPA to consider in the 
CW A 404( c) process. As such, the EPA should review and consider all public 
comments and testimony submitted to the USA CE regarding the CW A 404 permit 
and draft EIS, as well as cooperating agency comments submitted to the Army Corps 
during the drafting of the EIS to inform the agency's decision regarding the 
Proposed Determination under CW A 404( c). 

Ill. The PD should not be withdrawn as it is inconsistent with the Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment findings and is within the EPA's 
statutory authority 

The factual record and the best available science do not support the withdrawal of the PD, 
and doing so is contrary to the intent of the CW A 404( c) process. The EPA spent many 
years conducting peer reviewed scientific studies and evaluating the potential impacts of 
mining operations in these watersheds.7 Through this thorough examination, EPA found 
that even the smallest scale mine would result in unacceptable adverse effects to the 
valuable and unique ecosystems of the Bristol Bay watershed. 8 EPA has a robust record 
that supports the findings within the PD, and the permit application and public and 
cooperating agency expert comments before the Army Corps reiterate the findings of the 
PD that the development of the Pebble deposit poses a risk of unacceptable adverse 
impacts to the Bristol Bay watershed and the Bristol Bay fishery. As such, the EPA 
should not withdraw the PD. We respectfully request that the EPA, after conducting 
public comment and holding public hearings and review of the public comments 
submitted to the Army Corps regarding the CW A 404 permit application and draft EIS 
from the public and cooperating agencies, that the EPA finalize the 404( c) process 
through a Final Determination and permanent protections in Bristol Bay. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Bristol 
Executive Director 
SalmonState 

7 See, An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts of Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska 
("BBWA"), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA-910-R-14-00lES (2014). 
8 Proposed Determination of the US Environmental Protection Agency Region l 0 Pursuant to Section 
404(c) of the Clean Water Act, Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska ("PD"), (July 2014), ES-5, 2-17, 4-
13 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Sat 7/27/2019 6:23:15 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Matt is going to send you a final version. It's possible he may make changes to this one. But just to keep you updated, this is 
the version that went to Matt. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov> 
Date: July 26, 2019 at 4:44:06 PM PDT 
To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Notice 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most recent feedback. 
I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee separately. As discussed earlier today 
with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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Message 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thomas Tallant [i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
7/31/2019 12:20~46 AM . 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Pebble Mine 

Dear Mr. Hladick, 

By signing the notice that removes the restriction on a permit for the Pebble Mine, you have signed a death 
warrant for Alaska's environment. Surely you understand that the Pebble Mine will destroy the habitat for the 
five species of salmon that breed in the Bristol Bay Watershed. And it will likely destroy the environment for 
brown and black bears in Southwestern Alaska. 

I am a resident of Alaska, and like most Alaskans, I oppose the Pebble Mine. 

This mine will produce billions of gallons of toxic waste. That -waste -will last in perpetuity. It will never go 
away. It will destroy the fragile ecology of the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

You are a coward for not doing the right thing. All you had to do was understand and follow the science. 

Thomas Tallant 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Virus-free. www.avastcom 
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July 18, 2019 

Ak-ukn Corrimurilty Action on Toxics 

1225 E. International Airport Road, Suite 220 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

www .akaction.org 

Administrator Chris Hladick 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D12 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to 
Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest 
Alaska - Reference docket number EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 

Dear Administrator Hladick: 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics, a statewide public interest environmental 
health research and advocacy organization, joins with the other signatories in supporting 
the letter submitted by Trustees for Alaska on July 17, 2019 in response to the July 26, 
2019 release of an undated Memorandum from Matthew Leopold, General Counsel for 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) "directing Region 10 to continue its 
deliberations regarding whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination or, 
alternatively, decide to leave the 2014 Proposed Determination in place" 1 regarding the 
proposed Pebble Mine. 

For the reasons identified in Trustees' comments and the July 17, 2019 letter, as 
well as comments prepared by EPA, the proposed project does not comply with the 
404(6)(1) Guidelines. We reiterate that the DEIS is fundamentally flawed and does not 
demonstrate that the project will not pose unacceptable adverse impacts, as identified by 

1 See Memorandum Re Resuming consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination ro restricr use of rhe Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site, from Matthew Z. Leopold, General 
Counsel, U.S. EPA, to Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, Reg. 10, U.S. EPA, undated, at 2-3. The EPA is 
limited to these two options at this time because of the provisions established in the settlement with Pebble Limited 
Partnership (PLP). See 83 Fed. Reg. 8668 (Feb. 28, 2018) (noting that EPA cam1ot proceed with a Recommended 
Determination before either May 11, 2021, or after the final Environmental Impact Statement is issued). 
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EPA. \Ve support Trustees' assertion that the reasons for issuing the Proposed 
Determination remain valid. Additional information since EPA issued the Proposed 
Determination only further support EPA' s findings. A decision to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination would be inconsistent with the intent of the Clean Water Act and the 
404(b)(l) Guidelines and arbitrary and capricious. \Ve note that science supports the 
Proposed Determination, therefore, EPA should not conduct a second process to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination. We also agree that the EPA should maintain the 
suspension and stay any decision until either the time period in the settlement agreement 
has lapsed or a final EIS has been prepared. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela Miller 
Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2AE309E0A52A42CD847709B39BC2239A-PIRZADEH, MICHELLE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:41:04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

Hi Sue, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Officy:. (206) 553-1234, 
Cell: L_ Ex. 6 Personal. Privacy (PP). i 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:04 AM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

Yes Sue you should do that 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 30, 2019, at 8:51 AM, Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> wrote: 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:44 AM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona 
<Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

Hi Sue, 

Chris has decided who he wants to call today, and this plan reflects that. 

Messages doc attached. This was updated per comments today from Dan and Ashley. 

HQ said they were also editing the messages (that I sent to them 2 weeks ago) and that they would send me changes, 
but I have received nothing so far today. HQ also said they are drafting a news release that they would share, but I've 
seen nothing today. 

I'm in morning meetings and will call you asap when I'm back at my desk. 

Thank you! 
Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Norj;_f]_w_r;_::;t._~_5._r;:_gJJ;_lr; ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:39 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, 
Wenona <Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

I would like to see the messaging we're using - it's not part of the document . 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

I would like to be on the call this morning when you have it. 

Sue 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:56 AM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona <Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 

<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Roll Out today! 

Importance: High 

Hi Tami - let's talk about this when you get in today! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northw.r;.;;.t.:.5.?.Qt.tJg_ _____ ; 
0: 206-553-2160 (j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:54 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 

Importance: High 

Folks 

OGC just passed along a copy of today's roll out plan to the BB-related announcements. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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-Palmer 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 

Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 

Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 

' ! i ! 
i ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 
. . 
' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, 

Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

I talked to Ashley and Carrie. I don't think we have the pen anymore.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 1--------E-x:---s---oef f titiraHve--Pro-cess---rcnsr-----1 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
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r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

1 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, 

Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific No,rJfJ.W..f:..$_t__:_;ir;:_g_t_t_[r;_ ___ , 
0: 206-553-2160 d Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter~--((l"lE Plini)/'f/'ii,vr:;;/ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

l _________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 ___ De I i be rat iv e ___ P r o c es s __ (_ D_ P ) _________________________________________________ I 
Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
1 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Region 10 Pacific Nor;thwe:,L_.S.e.a.ttle. _______ _ 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 
To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" 
<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Grandinetti, Cami" 
<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

Matt and Chris connectedj Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ~hanks. 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; 
Grandinetti, Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US 
& Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

' ' Call-in #i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

<Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points 7-30-19 v3_ACP.docx> 
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TRUSTEES FOR ALASKA 

July 17, 2019 

Via Email and US. A1ail 

Administrator Chris Hladick 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict 
the Use of an Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska -
Reference docket number EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Dear Administrator Hladick: 

On behalf of Audubon Alaska, Cook Inletkeeper, Earthworks, Fairbanks Climate Action 
Coalition, Friends of McNeil River, McNeil River Alliance, National Parks Conservation 
Association, National Wildlife Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Sierra 
Club, Trustees for Alaska submits the following in response to the July 26, 2019 release of an 
undated Memorandum from Matthew Leopold, General Counsel for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) "directing Region 10 to continue its deliberations regarding whether to 
withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination or, alternatively, decide to leave the 2014 Proposed 
Determination in place" 1 regarding the proposed Pebble Mine. Mr. Leopold asserted that the 
suspension of the withdrawal has created "confusion" and that "lifting the suspension is 
appropriate."2 But neither position is supported by current facts, EPA's evaluation of the project, 
the Clean Water Act statute and regulations, and the NEPA process that is underway. EPA 
should leave the Proposed Determination in place until the agency is able to proceed with a 
Recommended Determination. 

Reducing alleged confusion - alleged because EPA has been clear regarding its position 
- is not a permissible basis for withdrawing the Proposed Determination. EPA must base any 
decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination on whether the action may cause unacceptable 
adverse effects on the aquatic ecosystem. Former Administrator Pruitt's decision to leave the 
Proposed Determination in place has not created any real confusion. Former Administrator Pruitt 

1 See Memorandum Re Resuming consideration ofrhe wirhdrawal o/the J11lv 2014 Proposed 
Determination to restrict use o/the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site, from Matthew Z. Leopold, General 
Counsel, U.S. EPA, to Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, Reg. 10, U.S. EPA, undated, at 2-3. The EPA is 
limited to these two options at this time because of the provisions established in the settlement with Pebble Limited 
Partnership (PLP). See 83 Fed. Reg. 8668 (Feb. 28, 2018) (noting that EPA cannot proceed with a Recommended 
Determination before either May 11, 202 Lor after the final Environn1ental Impact Statement is issued). 
2 Id. 

ED_002890_00048287-00001 
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Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

was clear and direct, stating that the process had been "restored," and that all information to date 
indicates that the project poses unacceptable risks. 

Because EPA maintains that the Pebble Project may cause unacceptable adverse impacts 
and that the Project, as reviewed in the DEIS, does not comply with the 404(b)(l) Guidelines, 
there is no reason to withdraw the Proposed Determination at this time. As former Administrator 
Pruitt noted when he suspended the process, based on review of public comments, it was his 

judgment ... that any mining projects in the region likely pose a risk to the 
abundant natural resources that exist there. Until we know the full extent of that 
risk, those natural resources and world-class fisheries deserve the utmost 
protection. Today's action allows EPA to get the information needed to determine 
what specific impacts the proposed mining project will have on those critical 
resources. 3 

Since January of 2018, EPA has reviewed Pebble Limited Partnership's (PLP) application, 
revisions to the application, a preliminary draft environmental impact statement and a draft 
environmental impact statement (DEIS). EPA has consistently expressed concern over the lack 
of information and inadequate analysis. PLP has not provided any substantive information to 
overturn former Administrator Pruitt's decision. To the extent the risks are better understood 
now as compared to back in January 2018, it is clear that the risks are significant and severe. Yet, 
as EPA noted in its comments on the DEIS, the DEIS underestimates the risks. 4 To that extent, 
the "world-class fisheries" continue to "deserve the utmost protection," as former Administrator 
Pruitt stated. Also, as expressed by countless members of the public, as well as the EPA, itself, 
there are numerous problems with the analysis provided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
the DEIS. None of the information that has come to light since January 2018, or the analysis in 
the DEIS, supports withdrawing the Proposed Determination. 

IfEPA seeks to withdraw the Proposed Determination, it must follow former 
Administrator Pruitt's commitment to "solicit additional public comment on the impact of the 
mining application on the existing proposed determination to better inform that analysis." 5 Mr. 
Leopold directed EPA to "reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public 
comment on the 2014 Proposed Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public 
comment previously provided and the current public comment opportunity on the more than 
1,400-page DEIS."6 Former Administrator Pruitt correctly recognized the importance of ensuring 

3 See U.S. EPA News Release, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Suspends Withdrawal of Proposed Determination in 
Bristol Bay Watershed, Wi!! Solicit Additional Comments, Jan. 26, 2018, https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa
administrator-scott-pruitt -suspends-withdrawal-proposed-determination-bristol-bay. 
4 See U.S. EPA Comments on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' February 2019 Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Pebble Project ( CEQ Number 20190018; EPA Region IO Project Number 18-0002-COE), July I, 
2019. at 2 and 5. 
5 See U.S. EPA News Release. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Suspends vVithdrawal of Proposed Determination in 
Bristol Bay Watershed, Will Solicit Additional Comments, Jan. 26, 2018, https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa
administrator-scott-pmitt -suspends-withdrawal-proposed-determination-bristol-bay. 
6 See Memorandum Re Resuming consideration of the w irhdrawal o/the J11lv 2014 Proposed 
Determination to restrict use o/the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. from Matthew Z. Leopold. General 
Counsel. U.S. EPA, to Chris Hladick. Regional Ad1ninistrator, Reg. 10, U.S. EPA. undated, at 1. 
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Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

ample opportunities for public involvement given the risk to the world-class fisheries. To ensure 
a robust and thorough evaluation of whether to withdraw the Proposed Determination, EPA must 
provide a public comment period that focuses on the principle matter of whether the project may 
cause unacceptable impact to the aquatic ecosystem. At the very least, EPA must consider all 
public comments submitted on the DEIS, including those submitted by Trustees for Alaska, as 
well as those identified in the Appendix to this letter.7 

For the reasons identified in our comments, as well as comments prepared by EPA, the 
proposed project does not comply with the 404(b)(l) Guidelines. The DEIS is woefully 
inadequate and does not demonstrate that the project will not pose unacceptable adverse impacts, 
as identified by EPA. The reasons for issuing the Proposed Determination remain valid. 
Additional information since EPA issued the Proposed Determination only further support 
EPA' s findings. A decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination would be inconsistent with 
the intent of the Clean Water Act and the 404(b)(l) Guidelines and arbitrary and capricious. 
Because! the science supports the Proposed Determination, EPA should not conduct a second 
process to withdraw the Proposed Determination. EPA should maintain the suspension and stay 
any decision until either the time period in the settlement agreement has lapsed or a final EIS has 
been prepared. 

Sincerely, 
~ /if-~"· -~" . -~ "l-/r•" 

,.. ~·"..-4.,,t,i,,v t t,.:,Y?►--J~-
..... ..... --.., .... , .... x /':-' 

••'" '". /"'j'-, 

{./' 
Brian Litmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Trustees for Alaska 

7 40 C.F.R. § 23 l.5(e)(4). Tmstees for Alaska provided a courtesy copy of our comments on the DEIS to EPA, as 
well as all attachments to our conunents, on a flash drive on July 3, 2019. In addition to the comments submitted by 
Tmstees for Alaska, numerous entities have submitted substantive conunents that the EPA must consider in 
determining whether it is appropriate, m1der the CWA, to withdraw the Proposed Detennination. These conunents 
are identified in the Appendix below, with hyperlinks to the Corps' Pebble Project EIS comment library. 
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Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

Appendix 

1. Cooperating Agency Comments: 
• U.S. Department of the Interior (USFWS, NPS, BSEE): ER 19-0074 Pebble Mine DEIS -

DOI Comments and Enclosures.pelf (l.3 JVJB) 

• Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
o ak.coe-r.pebble nrine proiect.ap.09may 19.pelf (129 KB) 
o ACHP Summary comments Chapters 3.7-3.8-4.7-4.8 Pebble DEIS.docx (17.8 KB) 

• State of Alaska: Pebble DEIS SO.A consolidated comments Final-complete.pdf (650 KB) 

2. Other Agencies: 
• Marine Mammal Commission: 19-07-01, Program Manager, USACE Pebble ProjectDElS.docx 

(136 KB) 

• National Marine Fisheries Service: 2019-06-18 NMFS Pebble CommentLeUer.pdf(l27 KB) 

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council: 061319 PebbleEIScommentLtr.pdf(43.5 KB) 

• Port of Seattle: 2019 06 Port of Seattle Comments on Pebble Mine EIS.pdf O 39 KB) 

• State of Washington AG Office: 2019.07.01 Pebble Mine NEPA Comments.pelf(353 KB) 

3. Alaska and National Non-Governmental Organizations: 
• 104 conservation, social justice, and civic organizations/NWF Water Resources & 

Water Protection Network: Final-comment-letter 104-groups-oppose-Pebble-l'VIine-DEIS 07-01-
19.pdf (16 l KB) 

• Alaska Community Action on Toxics: Public Comment LetterfromACAT on Pebble DEIS 7-1-
19.pdf (291 KB) 

• Alaska Marine Conservation Council: AJVICC Letter Draft EIS Pebble.pelf (64.7 KB) 

• Alaska Wilderness League: Final Comment.pelf (890 KB) 

• American Sportfishing Association: ASA Pebble Comment Letter Final With Signature.pdf (5.37 
"lv1B) 

• Anchorage Audubon Society: Anchorage Audubon comments on Pebble DEIS.pdf ( 175 KB) 

• Audubon Alaska: Audubon Alaska Pebble Mine DEIS and CW A Comment Letter.pelf ( 4.33 MB) 

• Confluence AK: 19.Pebble.DEIS.comments.pelf (204 KB) 

• Cook Inletkeeper: Jnletkeeper Co.pelf(] 70 KB) 

• E2 Environmental Entrepreneurs: Final Coms Pebble Mine Letter 6.25.19.pelf 024 KB) 

• Earthjustice, Earthworks, and Center for Biological Diversity: Earthjustice CBD 
Earthworks Comments on Pebble Proiect Draft EIS 7-1-19.pelf (841 KB) 

o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission September 2014.pdf (322 KB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission September 2015.pdf (118 KB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission October 2017.pelf (301 KB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission January 2014.pdf(331 KB} 
o Ghoul Reichmuth 2014 Hearing in the sea otter (Enhydra lu1ris) auditory profiles.pelf (655 KB) 
o Davies 2002.pdf (156 KB) 
o Jnt'l Comm. of Large Dams, Tailings Dams Risk of Dangerous Occurrences (2001 ).PDF (1.15 

JVJB} 
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Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

o Diaz v. NDl'VI, Doc. 43.pdf(398 KB) 
o Lent, Marine Mammal Commission April 2015.pdf (189 KB) 
o Jnteragencv Working Group, Technical Update for Social Cost of Carbon (Rev Aug 2016).pdf 

0.96 MB) 
o Lent, Marine Mammal Commission October 2011.pdf ( 122 KB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission "l\fav 2014.pdf (127 KB) 
o ADFG, Stelkrs eiders.pdf (97.4 KB) 
o Azam and Li 2010.pdf (1.79 MB) 
o Estes et al. 2005.pdf (142 KB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission April 2014.pdf (138 KB) 
o Aydin 2005.pdf (833 KB) 
o Kyle andBrabets 2001.pdf(l.79 MB) 
o Diaz v. NDM, Doc. 56-13.pdf (124 KB) 
o .G~-~!i;ing Failure to Capture (2019).pdf (351 KB)_ 
o Brennan 2019 .pdf (1.42 JVIB) 
o Lent, lVIarine Mammal Commission Jan 2013.pdf (298 KB) 
o Hildebrand 2005.pdf (527 KB) 
o Lent, Marine lVIammal Commission March 2016.pdf (170 KB) 
o Gestring US Copper Porphyry lVIines.pdf (929 KB) 
o Guarin WashinmonPost 2014.pdf(240 KB) 
o Albers Loughlin 2003.pdf (133 KB) 
o Albers 2002.pdf (6.15 MB) 
o AK_ Climate Change Strate1c,y Mitigation Advisory Group Report 2009.pdf (1.09 :MB) 
o Intl Council on Mining & Metals, 2016.pdf (657 KB) 
o Lent, Marine lVIammal Commission July 2016.pdf (166 KB) 
o Kastak etal 2007.pdf (573 KB) 
o Fabry et al. 2008.pdf (986 KB) 
o Ghaffari et al 2011.pdf(l5.7 MB) 
o Gavett Frontline 2012.pdf (124 KB) 
o CEO, Report re JVIJ'VIS's NEPA Policies, Practices. and Procedures.pdf (564 KB) 
o Bowker & Chambers 2015.pdf (749 KB) 
o CJM Council, Definilion Standards.pdf(336 KB) 
o Climale Action for AK Leadership Team, Action Plan.pdf (2.27 MB) 
o Bennett. Changes in Extreme Hydroclimate Events (2014).pdf (4.24 MB) 
o Gestring Unprecedented Waste Water Capture (2019).pdf (9.74 l'VIB) 
o Chambers (201.4 ).pdf ( 497 KB) 
o Kenisdale Report 2017.pdf (741 KB) 
o NMFS Conservation Plan Beluga Whale 2008.pdf (3.22 MB) 
o Northern Dvm1stv Consolidated Financial Statements 17-18.pdf (2.37 MB) 
o NMFS Recoverv Plan Fin Whale 2010.pdf (702 KB) 
o Orben et al 2018.pdf (1.42 MB) 
o No1thern Dvnastv lVIinerals Proiect Economics. pdf ( 121 KB) 
o National Research CounciL OCEAN NOISE AND MARINE MAMMALS 2003.pdf (13 MB) 
o NMFS Recoverv Plan Humpback Whale 1991.pdf (5.44 MB) 
o OSC Mineral Project Disclosme Standards.pdf (220 KB) 
o NMFS Recovery Plan Steller Sea Lion 2008.pdf (2.75 MB) 
o Markonetal.2018.pdf(3.81JVIB) 
o NMFS Biological Characterization Bristol Bay Marine Estuarine Processes.pdf (] .05 MB) 
o Ontario Center for Climate, Mining Factsheet.pdf (549 KB) 
o NMFS Recoverv Plan Beluga Whale (2016).pdf (5.29 MB) 
o No1thern Dvnastv Pebble Technical Report.pdf (9.52 MB) 
o NWED Corrective Action Document.pdf (779 KB) 
o Northern Dvnastv Annual Infonnation Form.pdf (2.28 MB) 
o Martineau 2012.pdf (1.8 MB) 
o Mattox et al 2016.pdf (338 KB) 
o McCullough et al Zortman.pdf (4.38 l'Vffi) 
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Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

o l\faest et al 2006.pdf (525 KB) 
o Owl Ridge BA-FWS 2018.pdf(9.9 MB) 
o Ponsot PBS 2016.pdf ( 459 KB) 
o Owl Ridge BA-Nl'VIFS 2018.pdf(29.9 MB) 
o Piatt et al 2006.pdf (641 KB) 
o USEPA Pebble Proposed Determination 2014.pdf (32 MB) 
o Reynolds Wetzle.pdf (1.48 MB) 
o UAF 1999.pdf(2.42 MB)_ 
o Pearceetal2011.pdf(524KB) 
o Southall etal 2019 .pdf {1.83 MB) 
o J:>9pper Hastings 2009.pdf (612 KB} 
o WISE Chronology ofMaiorDamFailings.pdf(293 KB)_ 
o USEPA Wetland functions and Values.pdf (1.39 °lvlB) 
o Wobus et al Modeling Impacts of Pebble Mine.pdf (1.42 MB} 
o USEPATechnical Review 2018.pdf(l99 KB) 
o _W_~i}_gart The impacts of anthropogenic noise (2007).pdf (60 l KB) 
o USFWS 2011 StellersEider factsheet.pdf(576 KB) 
o USFW 5 vear review Sho1t-tailed Albatross.pelf (920 KB) 
o Williams, Climate Change - Extreme Conditions.pdf (14.3 l'VIB) 
o Warrick Washim.,'1:onPost 2016.pdf (155 KB) 
o Wise etal 2019.pdf(l.51 MB) 
o Weilgart 2018.pdf 0,000 KB) 
o USFS SW DPS Sea Otter 5-YearReview.pdf O.87 JVIB) 
o USEP A Red Dog SFEIS.pdf (690 KB) 
o USFWS, Southwest Alaska DPS No1them Sea Otter Recoveiy Plan.pdf (2.52 JVIB) 

• Earthworks: 
o Earthworks Extension Request (Feb. 26, 2019): Pebble - request for extension.pdf 

096 KB) 

o Earthworks Comment Letter and Attachments: FINAL EARTHWORKS PEBBLE 
DEIS COM1-1ENTS.pelf (258 KB) 

■ FINAL PEBBLE WTP - shorter version.pelf (9. 7 4 MB) 
■ FS Pebble-FAILURE-TO-CAPTURE-AND-TREAT-WASTEWATER.pdf(351 KB) 
■ Zamzow 2019 05 15 Fugitive dust mine site.FINAL (1) copv.pdf ( 1.44 l'VIB) 
■ Frissell+O'Neal FugitiveDustRoadsPebbleDEIS FINALdocx.pelf (3.1 MB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Pebble DEIS Alternatives final 6-6-2019.pdf (371 KB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Basic and overall project purposes Final 6-6-2019.pdf (949 KB) 
■ 2019 05 24 Reeves Mauger Water Temperature Final O).pdf (493 KB) 
■ O'Neal 25June20] 9 Fish and habitat impacts.pelf (3.65 MB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Mitigation Paper Final 06-06-2019.pdf (1.79 MB) 
■ Zamzow 2019 04 22 Selenium PosilionPaper.Final.pdf(2.12 l'VIB) 
■ F1issell Conlaminant Bioaccumulation+Biornagnification PebbleDEIS 31 mav 19 Final. 

pdf(501 KB) 

• Environmental Investigation Agency: EIA Pebble Mine DEIS Comment final.pdf (312 KB) 

• Friends of the Earth: FoE Pebble Mine DEIS Comment 7-l-19.pdf(l31 KB) 

• Friends of McNeil River: comments final.pdf(7.49 MB) 
o BearEcono1nicsStudy-FuH.pdf (4.68 °lv1B) 
o AA The Pebble Proiect and McNeil River Brown Bears-Revised Final.pdf (2.47 MB) 

• Institute for Policy Integrity, Union of Concerned Scientists, and Environmental 
Defense Fund: PebbleMine Joint SCC Comments 2019.07.01.pdf (379 KB) 

• Kachemak Bay Conservation Society: Pebble DEIS.pdf (134 KB) 

• Monterey Bay Aquarium: l'VIBA Pebble Mine DEIS Letter FINAL.pelf (246 KB) 

• Native Peoples Action, Inc.: Amw CorpsDEISLetterfromNPA6.26.19.pelf(l47KB) 
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Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

• National Parks Conservation Association: 
o NPCA Comment letter: NPCA PebbleDEIScomment2FINAL.pdf (333 KB) 

■ BearEconomicsStudv-Full.pdf ( 4.68 MB) 
■ Brown Bears White Paper Natalie Dawson.pdf (64 7 KB) 
■ DEIScommentsRickDelkittieSr.docx O 5.9 KB) 
■ DEIScommentsNancyDelkittie.docx (13.6 KB) 

o NPCA Extension Request March 13, 2019): NPCA PebbleDEIScomment31119.pdf 
(134 KB) 

• National Wildlife Federation: NWF Comments Pebble Project DEIS and CWA Pennit w 
attachmenls FINAL 07-01-19.pdf(l5.l MB) 

• Natural Resources Defense Council: 
o NRDC Comment Letter: Pebble Mine -- NRDC Comment on the DEIS and pennit app (Julv_ 

1.2019) 

o NRDC Extension Clarification (May 14, 2019): PebblelVIine- .pdf(l53 KB) 

o NRDC Extension Request (March 13, 2019): Pebble - DEIS extension request to Armv 
Corps (Mar 6 2019) FINAL version.pdf (617 KB) 

• Public Lands Conservancy: PLC Final Pebble Mine Comment DEIS June 2019.pdf (342 KB) 

• Salmon State: 
o Salmon State Comment Letter: SS DEIS Comments Final.pdf (] .03 MB) 

ED_002890_00048287-00007 

■ SS DEIS COMMENTS APPENDIX A.pdf (18.4 KB) 
■ 20190524Reeves l\,1auger WaterTemperatme Final(1}.pdf(493KB) 
■ Wobus 05302019 DEIS Hydro Comments FINAL v2.pdf (703 KB) 
■ Schweisberg 6-11-2019 230.lO(c) Compliance FINAL.pdf (891 KB) 
■ Schweisberg 05-14-2019 Adverse Impacts Wetlands RptNearFinal (l).pdf(661 KB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Pebble DEIS Alternatives final 6-6-2019.pdf (371 KB) 
■ FRISSELL Contaminant Bioaccumulation-+-Biomagnification PEBBLE DEIS 3 lmav 1 

9 FINAL2.pdf(495 KB) 
■ Lubetkin 06 11 2019v2 TransportationCorridorSpillRiskCritique FINAL draft.pdf(l.l 

MB) 
■ PitLak.eissues 24June2019 FINAL-+-Appendix.pdf(965 KB) 
■ Albert 2019 06 21 Comparison of 2018Pebble with EPA 404c.pdf(2.ll :MB) 
■ Prncha 06062019 PebbleGWimpacts FINAL.pdf(ll.3JVIB) 
■ Maest PebbleDEIS.Comments 24June2019 FINAL.pdf(l.17 l\IB) 
■ Hovel 053019 JliamnaLakeandFishLifoHistorv Diversitv final .pdf (850 KB) 
■ Frissell+O'Neal FugiLiveDustRoads FINAL3.pdf (2.93 TvlB) 
■ Welker 061020] 9 Compilalion of DEIS unsubstanliate statements final.pdf (295 KB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Basic and overall projeclpurposes Final 6-6-2019.pdf(949 KB) 
■ T.G. Yocom Mitigation Paper Final 06-06-2019.pdf (1.79 MB) 
■ Zamzow 2019 05 15 Fugitive dusl mine site.FINAL.pdf (1.44 MB) 
■ Power Consulting Socio-Econ 6-11-2019-Final .pdf( 1.07 MB) 
■ Higman %)26 Riord.pdf (22.6 l'vIB) 
■ Lvnker 05072019 Lynker TSF Pebble Model Report FINAL.pdf (10.8 MB) 
■ Kravitz-Blair2019 Article OnAssessingRisksToFishHabilals.pdf (2. 92 MB) 
■ Zamzow 2019 04 22 Selenium Position Paper.Firml.pdf (2.12 MB) 
■ Welker 06182018 CvrLtrandScopingComments firml.pdf(346KB) 
■ Chambers Examples of Expansions at Hardrock Mines in the US CSP2 copy.pelf (31.3 

KB) 
■ Chambers-2018 03 28 Pebble - Alaska "lvlines Feasibility Studies.pelf (185 KB) 
■ S.!mx1g McNeil River Brown Bears and Pebble-Revised Final.pdf (2.47 MB) 
■ O'Neal 05312018 FisheriesPebble ScopingComments FINAL copy. pdf (691 KB) 
■ Chambers PLP 11Mayl8 Technical Update - CSP2 updated 13Junl8 copy.pdf(515 KB) 
■ Wobus 03152019 Lynker TSF Pebble Model Report Final.pdf(11.2MB) 
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■ Why Pebble will be at least a 78-year mine - Chambers Marl9.pdf (364 KB) 
■ Gracz 052419 Compensatowl'VIitigation.pdf (34 KB) 
■ O'Neal 25June20] 9 Fish and habitat impacts.pdf (3 .65 TvlB) 
■ SS DEIS (~0~1ME.NTS APPENDIX A.pdf(l8.4 KB) 
■ Schindler ScienLificConcemsDEJS 2019.pdf (161 KB) 
■ BearEcon01nicsStudy-FuH.pdf (4.68 "lvlB)_ 
■ Gracz 052419 SignificantDegrndation.pdf (2.29 MB) 
■ Earth Works Pebble-FAILURE-TO-CAPTURE-AND-TREAT-WASTEWATER.pelf 

(351 KB) 
■ Sobolewski A-05202019 Review of water treatment plants proposed at the Pebble 

Project.pdf (957 KB) 
■ Poulin GeoChemControllingDissovledElementalHginAKWetlands 20190520 copy.pelf 

(2.39 MB) 
■ Gracz 05242019 CarbonSequestration.pdf(47.6 KB) 
■ AFS-PebbleEIS-Comment-Final 61319.pelf (795 KB) 
■ Chambers 2019 05 20 Comments on the Pebble Draft Environmental Impact State 

ment.pdf (189 KB) 
■ NukaResearch 20190520 FNL Infrastrncture.pelf(532 KB) 
■ Schweisberg 05122019 Adverse Impacts Wetlands Rpt Final.pelf (202 KB) 

o Salmon State suspend process (March 21, 2019): 
SalmonState Letter USACE SuspendProcess DEIS.pelf (211 KB) 

• The Nature Conservancy: TNC Pebble Comments 7-1-2019 (003).pdf(279 KB) 
o Albert 2019 Comparison of 2018 Proposed PebbleMine with EPA 404c Criteria.pdf(l.99 

"lv1B) 

• Trustees for Alaska: 2019 07 01 TFA to Corps.Pebble DEIS Comments POA 2017-00271.pdf 00.9 
MB} 

o 2019 06 06 T.G. Yocom Basic and overall project purposes Final (2019b).pdf (949 KB) 
o 2019 05 20 

Chambers 2019 05 20 Comments on the Pebble Draft Environmental Impact Statement.pdf 
089 KB) 

o 2019 06 24 Mae st PebbleDElS. Comments 24Jw1e2019 FINAL.pelf(] .17 MB) 
o 2019 06 19 Utz AK mine pennitcomment.pdf(603 KB) 
o 2019 05 14 Schweisberg 05-14-2019 Adverse Impacts Wetlands Rpt.pdf (661 KB) 
o 2018 00 00 Dawson Report on Brown Bears.pelf (638 KB) 
o 2019 05 00 Young Econ Contribution of Bear Viewing Full Repo1t.pelf (4.67 l'VIB) 
o 2019 05 20 Nuka Research 20190520 FNL Infrastrncture FINAL.pelf (532 KB) 
o 2019 06 06 Prncha PebbleGWimpacts FINAL.pelf (11.3 JVlB) 
o 2019 05 24 Gracz 052419 SignificantDegradation FINAL.pelf (2.3 l'V1B) 
o 2019 06 11 Schweisberg 6-11-2019 230.lO(c) Compliance FINAL.pelf(891 KB) 
o 2019 05 24 Reeves Mauger Water Temperature Final (l).pelf(493 KB) 
o 2019 06 11 Power Consulting Socio-Econ 6-ll-2019-Final.pdf(l.07 l'VlB) 
o 2019 06 24 Maest and Wobus - Pit Lake WO.pelf (1.03 l'V!B) 
o 2019 06 06 T.G. Yocom Mitigation Paper Final (2019a).pelf (1.79 l'V!B) 
o 2019 06 21 Albert Comparison of 2018Pebble with EPA 404c.pdf(2.ll l'V1B) 
o 2019 05 20 Lubetkin Transportr1tionCorridorSpillRiskCritique FINAL draft.pelf (924 KB) 
o 2019 06 06 T.G. Yocom Pebble DEIS Alternatives firnl (2019c).pdf (371 KB) 
o 2019 06 28 Welker Mercurv Pollution.pdf(81.4 KB) 
o 2019 04 00 Suring - The Pebble Project and McNeil River Brown Bears-Final.pdf (2.46 MB) 
o 2019 06 30 Wobus et al PAG model.pelf (2.31 MB) 
o 20] 9 07 0 l O'Neal Fish and habitat impacls.pdf (3 .65 MB) 
o 2019 03 12 Lvnker TSF Pebble l'VIodel Report Final.pelf (10.7 l'V!B) 
o 2019 06 17 Schindler DEIS comments.pdf (161 KB) 
o 2019 05 24 Reeves Mauger Water Temperature Final (l).pdf(493 KB) 
o 20] 9 05 30 Zamzow 2019 05 30 Fugitive dust mine site.FINAL.pdf (1.44 MB) 
o 2019 06 15 Frisell Contrmlinant Bioaccumulalion+Biomagnification.pdf(492 KB) 

Page 8 

ED_002890_00048287-00008 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

o 2019 05 30 Hovel 0530] 9 IliarnnaLakeandFishLifeHistoryDiversily final.pdf (850 KB) 
o 2019 05 20 Sobolewski A-05202019 Review of water trealment plants proposed at the Pebble 

Project.pdf (957 KB) 
o 2019 03 12 Lvnker TSF Pebble Model Report Final.pdfO0.7 MB) 
o 2019 06 13 AFS comments on DEIS.pdf (786 KB) 
o 2019 04 22 Zamzow 2019 04 22 Selenium Position Paper.Final.pdf (2.12 "lv1B) 
o 2019 06 24 Reeves PHABSIM DEIS Comments final.pdf (227 KB) 
o 2019 07 01 TFA to Corps.Pebble DEIS Comments POA 2017-00271.pdf(I0.9 l'VJB) 
o 2019 04 22 Zamzow 2019 04 22 Selenium Position Paper.Final.pdf (2.12 "lv1B) 
o 2019 05 30 Wobus DEIS Hvdro Comments FINAL.pdf (703 KB) 
o 2019 06 29 Stanford Pebble DEIS comment.pelf (311 KB} 
o 2019 05 00 Ge string Earthworks Report - Failure to Capture and Treat Wastewater.pdf (243 KB) 
o 2019 05 09 Frissell+O'Neal FugitiveDus1Roads.FINAL2docx.pdf(2.92 MB) 

• Wild Salmon Center: WSC Pebble DEIS Comments POA-2017-00271.pdf (224 KB) 
o 2019 05 24 Reeves Mauger Water Temperatme Final (1).pdf (493 KB) 
o Hovel 053019 IliamnaLakeandFishLifeHistoryDiversi1y fina1.pdf(850 KB)_ 
o Zamzow 2019 04 22 SeleniumPositionPaper.Final.pdf(2.12 MB) 
o Prncha 06062019 PebbleGWimpacts FINAL.pdf O1.3 l'VlB) 

• WWF: Pebble Mine DEIS - WWF Arctic Pgm Comments - FJNAL.docx (2.82 MB) 
o FRISSELL Contaminant Bioaccumulation+Bio1nagnification PEBBLE DEIS 3lmayl9 FINA 

L2.pdf(495 KB) 
o 20190520 NukaComments FNL.pdf (536 KB) 
o Schoen DEIS Comments on Pebble Mine 6-11-19.docx (27.9 KB) 
o Aumiller tviatat Vol 9 DA.pdf (688 KB) 
o The Pebble Project and lVIcNeil River Brown Bears-Final[l].pdf (2.46 MB) 
o 15 June 2012 FINAL Eflects of Copper on FishFINAL.pdf ( 4.32 MB) 
o Northrup et al-2012-Joumal of Applied Ecolo/.,>y.pdf (216 KB) 
o Bear Biologv - SurringExecutive Sumrnary.docx (27. 7 KB) 
o Burns 2016 Maps.pdf 02.2 l'V1B) 
o Frissell+O'Neal FugitiveDustRoads FINAL3.pdf (2.93 MB) 

4. Expert/Technical Comments: 
• American Fisheries Society: Pebble EIS Comment Final 61319 logos.pdf (795 KB) 

• Richard Borden: 
o DEISSummarvCommentsBordenJune] 8.pdf (457 KB) 
o BordenPebblePennittingTimelineLetter4l'VIarch.pdf (439 KB) 
o DEISAILCumulativeWaterMitigationAirCommentsBordenJune] 7.pdf (618 KB) 
o DEISReclamationandClosureCommentsBordenMav3 l .pdf (591 KB) 
o PebbleMineEconomicsBordenl'VIarch28.pdf ( 480 KB) 
o DEISGeotechnicalCommenlsBordenMav 13.pdf (555 KB) 

• Daniel E. Schindler, PhD: Pebble dEIS concerns Schindler June 30.pdf (165 KB) 

• Jack Stanford, PhD: Stanford Pebble dEIS comment29 June 19.pdf (310 KB) 

• University of Washington School of Aquatics & Fishery Sciences Graduate Students: 
o Brennan PebbleMineComment 20190630 fish.pdf(81.8 KB) 
o PebbleEJS FishValuesAnalysis.docx (17.9 KB) 
o Pebble EIS Comment.pdf (88.4 KB) 
o Pebble dEIS concerns Thomas June 30th.pd[ (61.9 KB) 
o Pebble Mine USACE.pdf ( 128 KB) 

• Lorene Lynn (soil scientist): 7-1-2019 Lorene Lynn comment Pebble DEIS.pdf (130 KB) 

• Bruce C. Switzer, PhD (mining consultant): Pebble Comments.pdf (54.9 KB) 

• John Bechtel (bear biologist): Pebble Mine DEIS comments JLH.pdf{l.25 MB) 
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• Columbia School of Law Sabin Center for Climate Change Law and UCLA School of 
Law Emmett Institute on Climate Change and the Environment: DEIS Pebble final.pdf 
(308 KB) 

• Karen Hebert ( cultural anthropologist at Carleton University): Hebert-EIS commenL-6-28-
19.pdf (263 KB) 

• Susan Woods (ethnobotanist): 2019 07 03 Woods Susan Comment.pdf(3.4 MB) 

• Mike Byerly (fisheries): Pebble DEIS Public Comments - Mike Byerlv.pdf (228 KB) 

• Eliza Ghitis (geomorphologist): PebbleLetterEG.pdf 043 KB) 

• Ivan Weber (Weber Sustainability Consulting, former Kennecott Utah Copper 
employee): 2019 07 02 Weber Ivan Comment.pdf(692 KB) 

• Kari Harrison (soil scientist): Kari Hanison Public Comments July 1, 2019.pdf(90.3 KB) 

• International Association for Bear Research and Management: IBA Comments on Pebble 
Project EIS .pdf (379 KB) 

• Sterling Miller, via direct email (no link) 
• Barry Santana (Engineer, Pedro Consulting) 

o Conunents on Section 4.27 Finall90530.pdf (214 KB) 
o Conunents on Section 4.15 Finall90530.pdf (183 KB) 
o Conunents on Section 4.1 Environmental Consequences Finall 90527 .pdf (127 KB) 
o Conunents on Chapter 2 Alternatives Finall90527.pdf (184 KB) 
o Conunents on Executive Summary Finall 90527 .pdf (124 KB) 
o PebbleEISembankmentConunentsRF.pdf (79.3 KB) 

• Mike Chilhuly (ret. fisheries biologist from Ninilchik): 
2019 03 18 Chihuly Mike comment.pdf (684 KB) 

5. Former Agency Employees: 
• Former EPA Administrators Ruckelshaus, Whitman, and Reilly, Former DOI 

Secretary Babbitt: pebble.ACOE.comment.Ruckelshaus el al.june 24 2019.final.docx (14 KB) 

• 65 Retired state and fed employees: Pebble Mine - Expert Letter 20190430.pdf (433 KB) 

• 16 Retired federal and state employees and bear biologists: bear experts conunents on 
Pebble Mine DEIS final version 6 30 19 SCA.docx (42.5 KB) 

• Retired NPS cultural resources manager (Jeanne Schaaf): DEIS Pebble Prospect 
comments.docx (18.8 KB) 

• McKie Campbell (former ADF&G Commissioner): Pebble DEIS Comments l'VIcKie 
Campbell.pdf (] .43 MB} 

6. Alaska Native Corporations - Regional and Village: 
• Bristol Bay Native Corporation: 

o Comments on 404 and DEIS (July 1, 2019): BBNC404 and DEIS Comrnentltr(Final) 
7.19.2019.pdf(4.24 :MB) 

ED_002890_00048287-00010 

■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comments - Appx A - BBNC Property Interest.pdf O0.4 JVIB) 
■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comments - Appx B - History of EPA Watershed Assessment and 

404c.pdf (624 KB) 
■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comments - Appx C - Pebble Mine Proposals Impacts to Waters and 

Anadromous Stream.pdf (3.78 MB) 
■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comments - Appx D - Data Gaps and Deficiencies.pdf (215 KB) 
■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comn1ents - .Appx E - Expert R.eports.pdf (83.7 ~1-B) 
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■ BBNC 404 DEIS Comments - Appx F - Record Documents.pdf (105 MB) 

o NEPA Inadequacies (June 19, 2019): BBNC Letter to Corps 6.19.19.pdf(83.4 KB) 

• Choggiung, Ltd.: Armv Corps Pebble Draft EIS Comment - Choggiung Limited.pdf (277 KB) 

• Igiugig Native Corp: INC Letter to USACE.pdf(l43 KB) 

• Pedro Bay Corporation: 
o NEPA Comment Letter: Pedro Bay Com.pdf (90.7 KB} 

o Property Permissions Letter: 2019 07 03 Pedro Bay Corp lands letter.pdf(751 KB} 

7. Alaska Tribes and Tribal Entities: 
• Alatna Tribal Council: pebble mine ltr.pdf (777 KB) 

• Aleknagik Traditional Council: ALEKNA%7El.PDF (270 KB) 

• Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association: APIA Resolu1fon on Pebble DEIS.pdf ( 435 KB) 

• Bristol Bay Native Association: USACE BBNA DEIS COTvlJ'VIENTS 7.1.19.pdf (332 KB) 

• Ekuk Village Council: 04 15 2019 Ekuk Village Council Comment on dEIS.PDF (!04 KB) 

• Ekwok Village Council (Jeff Parker Nov. 2018) 
o 11 09 2018 Parker, Geoffrev.pdf(33.7MB) 
o 11 26 2018 Parker Letter to State of Alaska And USACE.docx.pdfO.47 MB) 

• Ekwok Village Council and Bristol Bay Fishermen's Association (Jeff Parker July 1, 
2019): 

o Pt 1 Comments on Pebble DEIS for BBF A EVC - 7-1-19 .pdf 02.3 JVIB) 
o Pt 2 Comments on Pebble DEIS forBBFA EVC - 7-1-19 .pdfO8 TvIB) 

• Holy Cross Tribe: 05 20 2019 Le1ter from Holy Cross Tribe.pd[ (718 KB) 

• Huslia Tribal Council: 03 25 2019 Letter from Huslia Tribal Council.pdfO.96 MB) 

• lgiugig Village Council: JVC Letter to DEIS .pdf(385 KB) 

• Manokotak Village Council: MANOKO%7El.PDF (1.54 l'vIB) 

• Mentasta Traditional Council: MTCCOJVI%7El.PDF (107 KB) 

• Naknek Native Village Council: 05 08 2019 Naknek Native Village Council on dEIS.PDF 
(293 KB) 

• Native Village of Tetlin: 3.20.2019 EIS Pebble Mine Comment Letter.pdf {l.93 :MB) 

• Native Village of White Mountain: 
06 06 2019 Native Village of White Mountain Comments.pdf ( 454 KB} 

• New Koliganek Village Council: NEWKOL%7El.PDF (679 KB) 

• New Stuyahok Traditional Council: NEWSTU%7E1.PDF (624 KB) 

• Nondalton Tribal Council: NARF Cover Letter re. Pebble DEIS Comments 07.01.19.pdf (378 KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 3 Cumulative Impacts 07.0 U 9.pdf (361 

KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 4 Potenlial Failures 07.01.19 .pdf (2.48 MB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB Lisl of Recommendations 07.01.19.pdf (239 KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 6 Reclamation 07.01.19.pdf (951 KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 2 Cultural Consideration-: 07.01.19.pdf(403 

KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 5 Purpose and Need 07.01.19.pdf (l.61 

MB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 7 Watershed Health 07.01.19.pdf (400 KB) 
o Nondalton Tribal Council and UTBB l'viemorandum 1 Alternatives Analvsis 07.01.19.pdf(320 

KB) 
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• Nondalton Tribal Council: 05 10 2019 Letter from Nondalton Tribal Council.pdf(l.11 MB) 

• Organized Village of Kasaan: Draft EIS for proposed Pebble Mine.pdf (699 KB) 

• Portage Creek Village Council: PORTAG%7El.PDF (695 KB) 

• Ruby Tribal Council: scan0025.pdf(500 KB) 

• Traditional Council of Togiak: TRADIT%,7El.PDF (247 KB) 

8. Other Alaska Jurisdictional Entities: 
• Aleutians East Borough: AEB public comment 061119.pdf(890 KB) 

• Aleutian Pribilof Island Community Development Ass'n: Public Comment POA-2017-271 
Pebble Mine.pdf 046 KB} 

• City of Chefornak: 04 30 2019 Letter from Cily of Chefomak.pdf (38.8 KB) 

• City of Dillingham: 6-21-19 ACoE regarding Pebble DEIS .pdf (141 KB) 

• City of Manokotak: USACEDEIS53 l 9.docx (12.7 KB) 

• City of Kodiak: 20190531 Pebble Proiect EIS Letter.pdf (128 KB) 

• Fairbanks Citizen's Townhall Testimony Transcript: OfficialPebbleMineTownHa11Testimony 
- FBX.5.3 l.pdf (613 KB) 

9. Alaska and Bristol Bay Corporate/Business Entities: 
• AK Adventures, Inc.: pebble deis comments 2019-06-24.pdf 006 KB) 

• Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers: ABSC comment on Pebble l'VIine DEIS.pdf (590 KB) 

• Alaska Select Seafood: Alaska Select Seafood DEIS Commenl.pdf(704 KB) 

• Alaska Pride Air LLC: 04 22 2019 Letter from Alaska Plide Air LLC.PDF (441 KB) 

• Bristol Bay Chamber of Commerce: Letter to Army Corps ofEngineers.pdf (1.51 MB) 

• Bristol Bay Heritage Land Trust: ACOE DEIS Pebble Comments (l).pdf(9.47 :MB) 
o Sailing for Salmon-final-4 copy.pdf(4.94 MB) 
o AO KLGO.pdf(880 KB) 

• Bristol Bay Reserve Association: 7 l 2019 BBRA DEIS Comment Letter re Pebble "lvline.pdf 
(854 KB) 

• Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association: BBRSDA DEIS Comment.pdf 
(384 KB} 

• Businesses for Bristol Bay 
o April B4BB Letter to USACE FINAL.pdf (78.7 KB) 
o Final B4BB ACOE End of Scoping Letter 6.25.18 FINAL2.pdf (359 KB) 
o B4BB comment letter to ACOE April 2019 w names FINAL.pdf (223 KB) 

• Central Bering Sea Fishermen's Association: CBSF A-CDO Friends Support For the People of 
Bristol Bay and BBEDC Efforts.pdf (300 KB) 

• Commercial Fishermen for Bristol Bay: CFBB EIS comment letter FINAL POA-2017-
00271 .pdf (658 KB) 

• Cook Inlet Seiners Association: CISAPebbleEISComments.pdf (232 KB) 

• Misty Fjords Seafood Producers: l'VIisty Fjord DEIS Comment.pdf (1.58 MB) 

• Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation: NSEDC Letter to USACE re Pebble 
DEIS Comment Period.pdf (540 KB) 

• Kiss a Moose, LLC: 2019 07 01 KAM Pebble Conunent-5.pdf(2.23 :MB) 
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• Pacific Seafood Processors Association: 
o PSPA-Icicle-OceanBeautv-SBS Comment letter on DEIS 6.28.2019.pdf(457 KB) 
o Combined Exhibits l-4.pdf(3.57 MB) 

• Surrender Salmon: Surrender Salmon DEIS Comment.pelf (947 KB) 

• Trout Unlimited Alaska, Katmai Service Providers, and Alaska Lodges and Outfitters: 
TU Comments on Pebble DEIS - 20190701 Final.pdf (509 KB)_ 

o Attachment A Albert.pelf ( l. 92 MB) 
o Attachment BO.pelf (3.5 JVIB) 
o Attachment C Dodds.pelf (364 KB) 
o Attachment D Suring.pelf (2.47 l\1B) 
o Attachment E Gestring.pdf (9.74 JVIB) 
o Attachment F Zamzow.pelf(2.12 JVIB) 
o Attachment G Wobus.pelf (l l.2 l\1B) 
o Attachment H Eisler.pelf (l.32 JVIB) 
o Attachment I Bucsuilakypelf (243 KB) 
o Attachment J Chambers.pelf (982 KB) 
o Attachment K Duffield.pelf (581 KB) 
o Attachment L Williams.PDF (123 KB) 
o Allachment M McCov.pdf (91.3 KB) 
o Allachment N Dye.pdf (l.87 l'vIB) 
o Allachment O Jardine.pdf (238 KB) 
o Allachment P Borden.pdf ( 484 KB) 
o Allachment O Chambers.pdf ( 184 KB) 

• United Fishermen of Alaska: EPA Pebble Comments .pelf (249 KB) 

• Wild for Salmon & Pride of Bristol Bay: Wild for Salmon -Pride of Bristol Bav DEIS 
Comment.pelf (7.47 l\1B) 

• Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association: Pebble Comment Period.pdf (822 KB) 

10. Tribes from outside of Alaska: 
• Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (20 treaty Indian tribes in western WA): 

NWIFC Comments on Pebble Mine Draft EIS for Bristol Bav, Alaska Letter 6.28.19 .pelf ( 463 KB) 

• Tulalip Tribes (Tulalip, WA): 2019 07 02 Tulalip Tribes Commentpdf (587 KB) 

11. National Corporate/Business Entities: 
• Ballard Alliance and the North Seattle Industrial Association: Ballard Allian.pdf (112 KB) 

• Coalition of Coastal Fisheries and Columbia River Crab Fisherman's Association: 
CCF - CRCF A comments on Pebble Mine Bristol Bay Alaska to USA CE 20 June 2019 2.0.pelf (552 KB) 

• Freezer Longline Coalition: FLC comments on Pebble Mine EIS - Julv 2019.pdf (192 KB) 

• Patagonia (Yvon and Malinda Chouinard): Public Comment of Yvon Chouinard & Malinda 
Chouinard on Pebble Mine 7-1-19.pdf (36.6 KB) 

• Patagonia Works (drafted by attorneys at Blankenau Wilmoth Jarecke LLP): FINAL 
6.28.19 PW Comment on Pebble Mine.pdf (309 KB) 

• PCC Community Markets: PCC Bristol Bay EIS Comments to USACE 06262019 FINAL.pdf (213 
KB) 

• Port Townsend Marine Trades Association: 6.28.19 PTMTA Opposes Pebble Mine 
Proposal.docx (95 KB) 

• Red Lobster et al: SeafoodbusinessComment on ACOE PPP.pelf(317 KB) 

Page 13 

ED_002890_00048287-00013 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Administrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

• Seafood Chefs (80+): PebblelVIineEIS ChefSignOnJuly 1.pdf(l46KB) 

• Seafood Harvesters of America: SHA PebbleEIS Comments.pdf (54 KB)_ 

• Tiffany & Co: Tiffanv and Co. Comments to USACE on Permit Application 2017-271 Pebble Limited 
Partnership 7-1-19.pdf (162 KB) 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 7:25:14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_ 19 .docx 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 7 19 .docx 

I made the change in the attachment. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 12:21 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_19 .docx 

One correction on the names: Peter Robinson should be "Robertson" 

PETER ROBERTSON 
Senior Vice President Corporate Affairs 
Peter Robertson is Senior Vice President Corporate Affairs for the Pebble Partnership. Peter comes to Pebble after a career in 
Washington that includes service in the government, private sector, and non-profit world. Most recently Peter was the Senior Vice 
President for Legislative and Regulatory Affairs at America's Natural Gas Alliance, a trade association of independent natural gas 
producers. He served during the Clinton Administration at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as Chief of Staff to 
Administrator Carol Browner, and as Deputy Administrator (the Agency's number two position). In prior government service, he 
worked for seven years on Capitol Hill, including service as a Professional Staff Member on the Committee on the Budget in the 
House of Representatives. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 12:04 PM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher 
<hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; 
Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_19 .docx 

Hi Tami and all -

Just received the list of PLP representatives that will be present in lliamna: 

Peter Robinson - PLP Senior Vice President Corporate Affairs 
Stephen Hodgson - PLP Senior Vice President Engineering 
Mike Heatwole - PLP Vice President Public Affairs 
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James Fueg - PLP Vice President Permitting 

I added the list to the itinerary and saved it as an updated 6/7/2019 version, attached. 

Patty 

From: Fordham, Tami 

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 6:06 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; 

McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 

Subject: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_19 .docx 

Please see the updated itinerary (mostly final). One item remains on the itinerary, the list of PLP representatives who will be 
present in lliamna, otherwise it is complete and we are otherwise set. I will be out tomorrow, but reachable if needed. 

Sue and I look forward to hosting the team very soon in Alaska. 

Tami 
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To: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Hladick, 
Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; 
Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 7:03:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_ 19 .docx 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 7 19 .docx 

Hi Tami and all -

Just received the list of PLP representatives that will be present in lliamna: 

Peter Robinson - PLP Senior Vice President Corporate Affairs 
Stephen Hodgson - PLP Senior Vice President Engineering 
Mike Heatwole - PLP Vice President Public Affairs 
James Fueg - PLP Vice President Permitting 

I added the list to the itinerary and saved it as an updated 6/7/2019 version, attached. 

Patty 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 6:06 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; 
McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_19 .docx 

Please see the updated itinerary (mostly final). One item remains on the itinerary, the list of PLP representatives who will be 
present in lliamna, otherwise it is complete and we are otherwise set. I will be out tomorrow, but reachable if needed. 

Sue and I look forward to hosting the team very soon in Alaska. 

Tami 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 8:53:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Sounds good, I will call Deantha and send an updated itinerary as soon as I talk with everyone. 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:51 PM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Looks like option 2 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell j_ Ex. 6_ Personal _Privacy_ (PP)_: 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 1:35 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

I believe we can adjust the meeting with the USACE and slightly adjust the meetings with the State of Alaska to accommodate this 
additional meeting (they shared flexibility and ability to host the AG at the Atwood in previous discussions). Here are a few 
options. 

Do you have any preferences, otherwise, I will see what I can work out. 

Thanks! Tami 

10:30AM- 11:30AM: US Army Corps of Engineers - David Hobbie, Chief of Alaska's Regulatory Division 
Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Raven Room #569) 

12:00PM- 12:30PM: Itinerary Walk Through & Meeting Prep (Lunch) (Urban Greens - Delivery) 

12:45PM-1:30PM: AOO All-Staff (Overview of AOO, intro to Alaska, meet and greet with EPA Region 10 Staff 
located in the Anchorage Ops Office) 

Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Large Conference Room #526) 

2:00PM- 3PM: State of Alaska - DNR & DEC Commissioners (Previously scheduled for 1.5 hours) 

Location: Atwood Building - 14th Floor Suite 1400 

3:15PM-3:45PM Alaska Attorney General (Location: Atwood Building) (Previously scheduled for an hour at the AG's 
Office) 

4:00PM - 5:00PM: Alaska Trade Associations (Location: AOO Raven Conference Room) 
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10:30AM-11:30AM: Alaska Trade Associations 
Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Raven Room #569) 

12:00PM- 12:30PM: Itinerary Walk Through & Meeting Prep (Lunch) (Urban Greens - Delivery) 

12:45PM-1:30PM: AOO All-Staff (Overview of AOO, intro to Alaska, meet and greet with EPA Region 10 Staff 
located in the Anchorage Ops Office) 
Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Large Conference Room #526) 

1:30PM- 2PM: US Army Corps of Engineers - David Hobbie, Chief of Alaska's Regulatory Division 

2:30PM - 3:30PM: State of Alaska - DNR & DEC Commissioners 
Location: Atwood Building - 14th Floor Suite 1400 

4:00PM- 5:00PM: Alaska Attorney General Kevin G. Clarkson 
Location: Brady Building; 1031 W 4th Ave 

-10:30AM-11:30AM: Alaska Trade Associations 
Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Raven Room #569) 

12:00PM- 12:30PM: Itinerary Walk Through & Meeting Prep (Lunch) (Urban Greens - Delivery) 

12:45PM-1:30PM: AOO All-Staff (Overview of AOO, intro to Alaska, meet and greet with EPA Region 10 Staff 
located in the Anchorage Ops Office) 

Location: AOO -Federal Building 222 W 7th Ave (AOO Large Conference Room #526) 

2:00PM - 3:00PM: State of Alaska - DNR & DEC Commissioners 

Location: Atwood Building - 14th Floor Suite 1400 

3:15PM- 3:45PM: Alaska Attorney General Kevin G. Clarkson 
Location:Brady Building; 1031 'N 1th Ave (6th-4leef) Atwood Building 

4PM - 5PM: US Army Corps of Engineers - David Hobbie, Chief of Alaska's Regulatory Di vi son 
Location: EPA AOO Raven 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:00 PM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mutz, John (Fletcher)" <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
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Date: June 4, 2019 at 12:36:05 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Chris, 

Matt would like to meet with this coalition while in Alaska. Would you please coordinate? 

Thanks, 

Fletcher 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 3:31 PM 

To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: maria y@aoga.org; Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>; Rebecca Logan <rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>; 

Alicia Siira <alicia@agcak.org>; Karen Matthias <kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>; Patrick Bergt <berg @aoga.org>; 

mhall@akrdc.org 

Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that you are the scheduling point of contact for the EPA visit to Alaska next week. Please see the below 

invitation that was sent to Mr. Leopold requesting that he meet with business trade organizations based in 

Anchorage. We would appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Thank you very much. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deantha Crockett <deantha@alaskaminers.org> 

Subject: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
Date: May 29, 2019 at 11:49:38 AM AKDT 

To: leopold.matt@epa.gov 

Cc: Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>, Kara Moriarty <maria y@aoga.org>, Rebecca Logan 

<rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>, Alicia Siira <Alicia@agcak.org>, Karen Matthias 

<kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>, Marleanna Hall <mhall@akrdc.org> 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

Attached please find an invitation to meet with representatives from several Alaska business 

organizations in Alaska. We appreciate your consideration of this request, and please let us know if you 

have any questions. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
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121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 8:03:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

I am waiting to confirm the meeting with the lliamna Village Council, there is also time that could be gained if we adjust the 
community tour/lunch slot. If we modify the Tuesday agenda for the trade associations, this doesn't give much time in 
Anchorage. So, I would agree that lliamna would make it easier. 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:02 PM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: AK trip - call from PLP 

Would it be easier to do this in lliamna? 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Date: June 4, 2019 at 12:27:25 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

Hi Chris, 

I also received a letter making the same request. We can schedule a meeting in Anchorage for the technical briefing. 
I will not be accepting a helicopter tour. Can you make arrangements accordingly? 

Thanks, Matt 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 2:28 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: AK trip - call from PLP 

Just an FYI do we want to provide a written response from you Matt? They have been calling almost daily. 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
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Subject: AK trip - call from PLP 

Hi David and Chris-

I got a call this morning from James Fueg, PLP VP for permitting. He was calling on behalf of PLP to clarify that PLP 

would like to meet with the General Counsel during his trip to Alaska next week to brief him on the project and 

technical issues. James said that PLP would be able to meet either in Anchorage or lliamna for 1 to 2 hours. James 
also wanted to clarify that PLP has invited the General Counsel on a helicopter tour of the site during the time we are 
in lliamna. He indicated that a helicopter tour would take about 1.5 hours and could accommodate 4 EPA people. If 

additional EPA folks want to participate in a tour that could take place following the first tour. 

Just wanted to pass on this information. 

Patty 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 

M/S: 14-D12 

Offic~:_J206l_553-6_113 ___ , 
Cel I: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

' ' 
mcgr~th.patri"c1a(aJepa·.gbv 
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To: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; 
McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 1 :06:28 AM (UTC) 
Subject: June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_6_ 19 .docx 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 6 19 .docx 

Please see the updated itinerary (mostly final). One item remains on the itinerary, the list of PLP representatives who will be 
present in lliamna, otherwise it is complete and we are otherwise set. I will be out tomorrow, but reachable if needed. 

Sue and I look forward to hosting the team very soon in Alaska. 

Tami 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 9:26: 13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Draft Itinerary updatedS.31.19.docx 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:24 PM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

Please send whole schedule as it exists 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office:_(206) _553_-1234 
Cell! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 2:34 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

I just confirmed lliamna, here is the revised schedule. I talked with Patty who will call PLP. I will need to talk with Newhalen about 
the change in itinerary and the ANCSA Corporations to adjust meeting time. As soon as Patty confirms I will make those calls. 

9:30AM - 10:30AM: Newhalen Tribal Council 
Location: Newhalen Bingo Hall 

11:00AM -12:00PM: lliamna Village Council 
Location: lliamna Community Center 

12:30PM-1:30PM: Pebble Limited Partnership 
Location: PLP 

1:45PM - 3:30PM: ANCSA Village Corporation Representatives: lliamna Natives Limited (INL), Alaska Peninsula Corporation (APC), 
& Kijik Corporation 
Location: Two Sisters Haven (aka "Grams") 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:02 PM 
To: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: AK trip - call from PLP 

Would it be easier to do this in lliamna? 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
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Date: June 4, 2019 at 12:27:25 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

Hi Chris, 

I also received a letter making the same request. We can schedule a meeting in Anchorage for the technical briefing. 
I will not be accepting a helicopter tour. Can you make arrangements accordingly? 

Thanks, Matt 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Hladick, Christopher 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 2:28 PM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: AK trip - call from PLP 

Just an FYI do we want to provide a written response from you Matt? They have been calling almost daily. 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, Cell:l_ Ex._6_ Personal_ Privacy (PP)_! 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: AK trip - call from PLP 

Hi David and Chris-

I got a call this morning from James Fueg, PLP VP for permitting. He was calling on behalf of PLP to clarify that PLP 
would like to meet with the General Counsel during his trip to Alaska next week to brief him on the project and 

technical issues. James said that PLP would be able to meet either in Anchorage or lliamna for 1 to 2 hours. James 

also wanted to clarify that PLP has invited the General Counsel on a helicopter tour of the site during the time we are 

in lliamna. He indicated that a helicopter tour would take about 1.5 hours and could accommodate 4 EPA people. If 

additional EPA folks want to participate in a tour that could take place following the first tour. 

Just wanted to pass on this information. 

Patty 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: 14-D12 
Office: __ {206)_553-6113 ____ , 
Cel I: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, 
Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 5/28/2019 10:14:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 

CEI request is attached. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Appointment----
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 11:32 AM 
To: Hladick, Christopher; Allnutt, David; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Brown, DonaldM; Stern, Allyn 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda; Szerlog, Michael; Elleman, Robert 
Subject: Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
When: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: Rl0-21 Tahoma /[ ____________________ Ex._6 Personal_ Privacy (PP) ____________________ i 

Re-adding this back 

POC Erik Peterson 3-6382 

Pam 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6F5DF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Sat 5/25/2019 12:12:05 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Competitive Enterprise Institute Request for Correction 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Bristol Bay 05242019 ACP.docx 

Hi Chris -

The attached paper gives you some background and current status of the CEI Request for correction of the Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment.[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : l ______________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative _ Process __ ( DP) ______________ r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

If you have any questions, let us know. 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Canino, Joyce Lynn T.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=02B304D3E84240BE8A4E069ECD634D97-CANINO, JOY] 
Sent: Thur 5/23/2019 6:48: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Briefing Docs - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay 05232019.docx 

Hi Chris, 

Attached is the briefing document for a meeting regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment on 28 May@ 3:00. Also attached 
is a draft response that was developed by RlO and EPA HQ. Please let me know if you need anything else. 

Thank you, 
Joyce 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2AE309E0A52A42CD847709B39BC2239A-PIRZADEH, MICHELLE] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 5:14:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft Message: EPA Visit to Bristol Bay 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Draft Itinerary 5.16.19 .asd.docx 

FYI, I postponed today's meeting. 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Fax: ;(2m,y553::Jgog·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 5:35 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Message: EPA Visit to Bristol Bay 

Good Afternoon, 

For our meeting on Monday, the proposed draft message in response to the requests that I am receiving from stakeholders for an 
email message. Additionally, the latest draft itinerary. I am copying Pam so that the message below and the itinerary can be 
printed for Chris. 

Ashley has reviewed the message below, if I receive any additional edits from Cara I will let you know Monday morning. 

I look forward to talking with you on Monday. 

Tami 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2AE309E0A52A42CD847709B39BC2239A-PIRZADEH, MICHELLE] 
Sent: Tue 3/5/2019 2: 14:36 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 
19-000-2365 Correspondence.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 
19-000-2365 Draft Letter Giessel Coghill Costello.docx 
A TT00002. htm 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov> 
Date: March 4, 2019 at 5:47:51 PM PST 
To: "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle e a. ov> 
Cc: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <=S=te=in=e=r--Ri~·1-=..el---'--=~===>--=--'-
Subject: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hi Michelle -

David said you are looking for the current draft response to the CMS from the Alaska state senate and asked me to 
send it to you. It's attached (as well as the incoming letter), but it's unclear how far this went through the review 
process. Let us know if you need anything else. 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

ED_002890_00049449-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Fri 2/15/2019 12:14:13 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment/PD request for correction 

Chris - I just noticed that the following message that I wrote to you last Thursday failed to send. We're proceeding on the 

assumption that RlO will be signing the response to this Request for Correction; please let me know if you feel otherwise. 

++++++++ 

Chris - We had the first meeting today of the cross-office team that will be responding to the Request for Correction (RFC) under 

the Information Quality Act submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute on November 14. Among the topics discussed 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

I'm on annual leave until next Tuesday, but would be happy to discuss further next week. 

Palmer's notes below contain more detail about other topics discussed, if you're interested. 

•• 

From: Hough, Palmer 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 
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Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 
vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors •======.:...:=~=~=-, 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 
Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Call-in number: i i 
C f I D 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
on erence : ; ; 

i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 
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Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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Thu Oct 18 12:07:11 EDT 2018 
CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope. Brian 

Sent: Thursday. October 18. 2018 4:07:11 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia. Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Subject: FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:04 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Erik and Andrew, 

The only response I ever get refers back to Pruitt's January 2018 decision. I find this odd considering there have been numerous 
Bloomberg reports that the EPA is sharing more information with the opposition. I hope this is not true for the EPA's sake because that 
would be extremely illegal. I stand by the NEPA process and believe that it is sufficient enough to determine whether or not permits 
should be issued. The veto is based on a study that the EPA spent rough $600,000 on. NDM has spent millions on their studies. How 
can the EPA use a veto based on the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment? That Assessment is based on a mine plan that isn't even 
being used and outdated mining techniques. 

I understand the EPA continues to work closely with the NEPA process, so is a lift possible at the Draft EIS? I know in the letter Chris 
commented the EPA could decide by the final EIS, but what about by the draft EIS? I strongly believe the veto should be lifted, not just 
for clarity for investors, but to eliminate EPA overreach. This fits with Trump's agenda and is the right thing to do. Why not let the NEPA 
process decide if we can get permits? Why use a veto when the EPA has already proposed to change their veto authority? Why start 
the lift process to only suspend it? The veto is killing N DM's chances of a partner to just get through the permitting process which still 
may not even be favorable. This all seems very unjust and I would appreciate a better answer than "the January 2018 decision by 
Pruitt." He is not the head of the EPA anymore and I'd politely ask for a more straight forward response from Mr. Wheeler himself. 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone l_ ________ Ex._ 6 _________ j 

Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 

ED_002890_00049513-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, PAM] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 5:07:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: AX-19-000-0488_Stephens pebble project 
AX-19-000-0488 incoming.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS, this is FYI/CC Only - no RIO response needed (I think this is a duplicate of one we already 
responded to for Mr. Stephens) 

Please advise which Division( s) be also see this. 

Thanks! 

Pam 
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Thu Oct 18 12:06:47 EDT 2018 
CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Pebble Project 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope. Brian 

Sent: Thursday. October 18. 2018 4:06:44 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia. Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Cc: Molina, Michael 

Subject: FW: Pebble Project 

From: Tim Stephens [mailtol_ ____ Ex._ 6 Personal_Privacy (PP) _____ i 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:42 AM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Cc: feedback@ios.doi.gov 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Project 

Mr. Wheeler, 

I'm sorry that I have to reach out to you regarding this issue. Unfortunately, I can't seem to get an acceptable response out of the 
regional office. Please see my reply to Mr. Hladick below, I believe this properly communicates my concerns. I have also sent this to 
staff at the Western Caucus, Americans for Tax Reform, and Competitive Enterprise Institute. 

I cannot fathom how this is acceptable. If the EPA doesn't remove this before midterms and the agency decides to wait for an EIS, you 
will be sending the wrong message. The message will be preemptive veto's are OK and we will contemplate removing them based on 
the EIS process. The issue is Pebble might not be able to finish the EIS process with this overreach, which is discouraging investment. 
This is a Donald Trump Presidency, the American people expect better. We demand better. As far as I'm concerned, along with many 
others, this is a major failure. 

I would like some sort of guidance on what we can expect, and it should be made public vs only sharing information with opposition 
groups. 

Thank you. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Tim Stephens c·-·-·-·Ex.·s·P·•;;;,;;;·1-P~ivacy·(P-PJ·-·-·-·! 
Date: Wed, Oct 17, 2018 at 7:15 PM 
Subject: Re: Pebble Project 
To: <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Mr. Hladick, 

Thank you, I appreciate the response. 
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I understand there was a press release by former Administrator Pruitt in January. The issue however, according to a Bloomberg article, 
opposition groups are continuously being updated on the status on the agency's intentions. This is a heavily shorted stock as the 
market sees too much risk due to this particular policy. If the EPA is in fact providing material updates about a policy without making it 
publicly available, that is illegal. I won't assume this since the reports could potentially be false, but I hope that isn't the case. 

There have also been multiple letters from many different organizations asking for this overreach to be rescinded. Can I also ask, since 
the Pebble Project is in the NEPA review process, and the EPA is part of that process, what exactly is the purpose of the Preemptive 
Veto? Is the project not being properly vetted by NEPA? 

It would appear, the only purpose is to discourage investment and the ability for the company to raise funds needed to pay for the rest 
of permitting. If those are not the intentions, it is certainly the consequence. The January press release resulted in a 40+% market cap 
drop followed by a potential partner pulling out and a further 50% market cap drop. Pebble has been handed an uphill battle that no 
other project has the pleasure of enduring. Due to this, I will add I do not believe the statement in your response is accurate, that the 
EPA is committed to fundamental fairness. That simply is not true in this particular case. 

I hope you do not take this email personally, it is strictly business. I don't like watching my money evaporate and continue to evaporate 
to please political opposition groups. It is evident this preemptive veto needs to be lifted, and if Pebble poses an unacceptable risk, 
they will not be granted permits. I expect, along with many others, that the EPA will rescind this overreach prior to midterm elections 
and let the fair process play out. 

Thank you for your time, I really do appreciate it. 

On Wed, Oct 17, 2018 at 5:48 PM Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Stephens: 

Thank you for your email to the EPA. Attached to this email is our reply. 

Should you have any additional questions, please contact Erik Peterson at (206) 553-6382 or peterson.erik@epa.gov 

Sincerely, 

Chris Hladick 

Regional Administrator 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 
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Dear Mr. Stephens: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, WA 98101~3123 OfFICEOFTHEREGIONAL 

AOMINISTRA TOR 

OCT 1 7, 2018 

Thank you for your email dated September 27, 2018 regarding the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in 
the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your message references the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act 
Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit. 

Your email asks whether the EPA plans to withdraw the Proposed Determination, and, if there are no 
plans to withdraw the Proposed Determination, why the EPA has not publicly announced that there are 
no plans to withdraw the Proposed Determination. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a public notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw 
the Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
CW A Section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other infonnation on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has begun development of an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating 
agency in this process and is working with the Corps pursuant to that schedule. 

The EPA is aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input from all 
stakeholders as the pennitting process progresses. The January 2018 decision does not guarantee or 
prejudge an outcome in the permitting process or any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean 
Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a permit application, under the terms of a 2017 settlement 
agreement with Pebble Limited Partnership, the EPA agreed to provide Pebble until May 2021, unless a 
final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process before the EPA could move to 
the next step in the CW A Section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is made. The steps the EPA 
has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to the rule of law, fundamental fairness, and upholding 
the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure you that this commitment will 
continue through the remainder of the process. 

Again, thank you for contacting the EPA. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Erik 
Peterson, who is one of our Bristol Bay project managers. You can reach Erik at (206) 553-6382 or 
peterson.erik@epa.gov. To receive future updates on the EPA's Bristol Bay-related decisions and 
activities, I encourage you to join our Bristol Bay mailing list by visiting www.epa.gov/bristolbay. 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Tue 11/6/2018 1 :10:00 AM (UTC) 
Subject: message to Henry 

Chris - when we met last week, you asked me to draft a short email to Henry proposing to meet and provide background on Pebble. 
Below is a draft for your consideration. Let me know if you have questions. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Henry - I'm writing to gauge your interest in receiving a background briefing on EPA's role with respect to the proposed Pebble gold 
and copper mining project in SW Alaska. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Ross, David P[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=119CD8B52DD14305A84863124AD6D8A6-ROSS, DAVID] 
Sent: Sat 11/10/201811:01:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: message to Henry 

No worries Chris. 

Sent from my iPad 

On Nov 9, 2018, at 6:09 PM, Hladick, Christopher wrote: 

I now remember. I was cc'ing you to keep you in the loop but had a lapse of memory. So noted. 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Offi~e: _(206_) 553-1234 
Cell! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Ross, David P 
Sent: Friday, November 9, 2018 3:08 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Darwin, Henry <darwin.henry@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 

Subject: Re: message to Henry 

Thanks Chris, but please keep me out of any Pebble conversations and off this and related correspondence. I'm 
recused on the matter. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Nov 9, 2018, at 5:59 PM, Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Gentleman: I'm writing to gauge your interest in receiving a background briefing on EPA's role with 
respect to the proposed Pebble gold and copper mining project in SW Alaska. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Offi~e:_(206) 553-_1234 

Cell {_~~~-~-~~~~~-~~~-~~i-~~-~:-~~~!.J 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 
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Thu Mar 14 10:34:51 EDT 2019 
"Hope, Brian" <Hope.Brian@epa.gov> 
FW: Tom Allen - CEI Petition response re: BBWA and Veto 
To: "CMS.OEX" <cms.oex@epa.gov> 

Assign for a response, and we'll assign future emails as FYI. Thanks. 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 8:53 AM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - CEI Petition response re: BBWA and Veto 

Mr. Wheeler, 

I have not received one response from you or any one of your colleagues. I understand you are busy and I never expected a direct 
response from you, however I do expect something after sending multiple emails. What is being done to address the CEI Petition? The 
BBWA and accompanying veto is illegal and they are based on a hypothetical mine that is never going to be built. ... Are you going to 
recuse yourself from this matter or have you already? Why is the EPA so slow to make a decision on this? You are participating in 
NEPA and a clean DEIS was just released! I would appreciate some feedback and some progress. All I've ever wanted is a fair shot at 
permitting WITHOUT AN ILLEGAL VETO hanging over the project's head. What is the EPA's reasoning to leave it in place at this 
point? 

Again, congratulations on your confirmation Mr. Wheeler, you deserved it regardless of the Pebble Mine. Yes, I am an investor, but that 
aside, I still think the BBWA and illegal veto is ridiculous, I pray you share my feelings. Again, I just want a fair shot during permitting 
WITHOUT the veto. 

Tom 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone: L_ ____________ Ex._ 6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 
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Thu Feb 21 08:35:36 EST 2019 
"Hope, Brian" <Hope.Brian@epa.gov> 
FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine Veto 
To: "CMS.OEX" <cms.oex@epa.gov> 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 3:37 PM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine Veto 

Mr. Wheeler, 

Now that a clean DEIS has been released, is there any chance you will resume the lift process after you are confirmed considering the 
EPA is a participating agency in the NEPA process? Good luck at your confirmation hearing, and wow, the Republican Senators 
threatening your confirmation over big corn and big oil is ridiculous, as I have said before, you are well suited for the job. I still have yet 
to hear your position on Pebble, whatever that may be, I know it is a touchy subject for the EPA, but it shouldn't be. The Obama 
administration issued the illegal BBWA, not you. I respect your opinion regardless what you decide, if you have time I'd love to hear 
from you, I know you are busy. Also, correct me if I'm wrong here, but you could resume the lift process, and still make a determination 
based on the Final EIS correct? 

Stay well, 

Tom Allen 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone [_ _________ Ex. _6 __________ i 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh. Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 7:27:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2365_Giessel 
AX-19-000-2365 GiesseLpdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. 

Please advise which Division be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 201911:11 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2365 

Control AX-19-000-2365 has been assigned to your office on 1/31/19 2:10 PM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-2365 
Control Subject: Reading File - Request to Withdraw the Proposed Determination of the U.S. EPA 
Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
From: Giessel, Cathy; Costello, Mia; Coghill, John 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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January 7, 20 I 9 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 
Acting /\drninistrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
l 200 Permsylvania Ave, N \V 
\Vashington, DC 20460 

Re: Request to Withdraw the Proposed Determination lfthe US Environmental Protecrion Agen(v 
Region W Pursuant to Secrion 404(c) ofthe Clean rVaterAct {July) 1014/ 

Dear Acting Administrator \\!heeler: 

We, the new leaders in the Alaska Stak Senate, arc writing to formally request that the 
Environmental Prntcdion Agency (FPA) \vithdraw tlx: Proposed Determination of the {/}{ 
Environmenral Protection Agency Region 10 Pursuunt to 5/ection 4flsl-(c} o/the (Jean Water Act 
(July 20 l 4) ("Pro11osed Determination'"),! ,vhich aims to restrict the discharge nf dredged or fill 
material related ln I.he Pchhk deposit in southwest Alaska. 2 

The Proposed newrmim1wm, written during 1he Ohama Administration, effectively killed 
the Pehhk Mine projed before any rermit application (outlining a development plan) was ever 
filed. This unilateral decision ran contrary to many principles of Amerkan society, induding 
constitutionally required due process,' and a fair dunce (absent any pre-judgmenl by the agency) 

tns nf Dec. 3 I, 2018). Sec Ckan \.V:Her :n \ iSCA §!5 125 l ct '.'!cq. 
Alaska State Scnak \fajority 1n,:mber&, hisroric;iliy hmh' had 0,uious R,·wn·ations about the EP.-'.\ ',, behavior as it. 

rdatdho Pebble Mine. ,si;i! hinc 11, 20 l 3 Sen;.te Leadership Lecher tu the (?tfiai uf EMii'h)nm,mtat fr1,fi:hmatidfr{Ofl) 
Docket (\fail Code 28221 TJ, Docket 1D No.EPA,HQ-ORD-2013-0189. ,S<!<! also August 5, :20l4 Senate l.?adership 
Leuer, Docket ID No. EPA-R i0-()W-2(H4-0505; Oci<ikx l l,"'20 I 7 Senate Letter w EPA, Dockr:t 1D No. EPA
R l O-OW-2017-0369; See .. hm :9, 20! 8 l J. OJ ·39 AJI Chqd Hutchism1 (Otfice ofSenator Coghill) comment, comment 
from Senate Majority Counsel Chad Hutchison on behalf of Senator John CoghiH frnmd at 
:,,.,.,.s:., 0 .-.: ••• ,: •• , •• 0:.,,·.,_,,_,,::.,:J.,.:,.,,, .• ,c,., .. ,a:.:.-.. ;.-.,,.,,_,.,,,.,,., •. ,_·,,.,.".:,,·.,·.,.· ... ·.-.. ,.,.,:o ( as of Jan. 2, 20 l 9}. 
1 "No person shall be held to ansvver for a capitaL or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
nf a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces. or in the Militia, when in adua! service in lime of 
War or public danger: nm shall any fKrst!n be subject for tbe same offtnce to be twice put in jeopardy oflife or limb; 
nor shall be compelled in any ctimi1\al cM;etn be a witness against himself .1.1.m: .. b.e depriveg_DfliJL .. U.h£ffi, or property. 
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Letter from Alas~a State Sen:.itc I .eadcr~ 
Re: Request Ii) Withdraw the Proposed Determination o(!he t'S Lnrironmema! l'rotecfion Agemy Region .!O 
Pursua11t ro .,\'et'tion .f04(;;) r?l the f''ie.:1n ff'~-i!er Act (lu{-1.-' 20/4) 
Page 2 of 4 

for prnj1:'.ct advocates to "make their best casi/' under rek'vant legal authority. including the Clean 
Water Act (C\VA).4 

For example: one way the Proposed Determination violated the CWA involved the EPA ·s 
interaction with the US Corps of Engineers t Corps), The Corps was supposed to issue permits 
"for the discharge of dredged or fill materbl intn the navigable ,v,lters at specified disposal sites."5 

EPA, on the other hancL has a narrorv authority to, based on a pcrmil application, "prohibit the 
v11.Yifku!ion'' or ''deny or restrict the use of any defined area for spec(fication:'0 The legislative 
history of the CW A confim1s that the permit application must have provided the basis fur a 
determination to grnnt or vc1o a permit 7 The proposed veto was initiated before any permit 
application "vas filed and before any site was ''specified:' 

In other won.:k we do not believe the EPA had statutory authority to issue such a veto, The 
agency simply got ahead of itselL. Jikcly because of environmental political pressure, including 
from within the agency itself 

But the legal problems don't stop there, As mentioned in the past by members of the Alaska 
Senate, there were deep concerns about the EPA 's unilateral veto usurping the Alaska Statehood 
.. , x 
Compact. 0 

ff federal restrictions are left in perpetui!y (withouL minimally, a fair process), imprniant 
state compensatory rights have to be considered. 

\Vhy? 

The federal Statehood Act was ratified by the Stale nf Alaska and, fr1r all intents and 
pmpnscs, ,vas a contract bchvccn the fr-(icra[ government and the state, There cannot be a 
unilateral modificaiion by either party, absent due process, unless the- offending party subjects 

w1tJ1'2l!liim'..l2Ef2\'.i{:;<5,D.tJX!\\( nor shall private property he taken for public i.tw, without just compt'rhatinn:·' OS Const. 
amend. V (cmpha;;is ad(k•d). 

·'Scdinn I All pcr,;(~m, born or naturalized in tlw Uoiwd States, and subject to the jurisdinion thereof an· dtil.l,,ns of 
1hr t'nikd S\ilh'\ and nfHw St:ik \vhcicin they reside No State ·,hall make or rnfnrce any law which ~hall abridge the 
privikgcc; or immunilie,, of citiz.;;;tb d the United States: nor shall any St,th.'. deprive any person of lifo, liberty, or 
JllDJltGV, ,-:1Jh{~utduc1woccss ofJa\\: nm deny to any puson wil.hm its _pri~diction (he equal protection of the laws.' 
U 5. Const. ,uncnd. X lV i empha~i~ added L 
'lmprntant· Obam,H.0 ra EPA used fanta.~y scenar\is /as found in thr Brii,!ol Hay W:.itcnhcd Assessment iBHWAJ} 

toj m,tif} a mii lateral veto. ,See '·"''''"'"'""'·"'u, .. ,.,_,_;,y;;c;.i:,:,,u,c: ... .;I,,,.,,,.t,Lsc'."~'""-'-''"'-'·"'''-'"'"-""''""-·"-·· 
('.L ,< kn. 2. 20! 

to justif:y the ends.'' A common theme under President Obama 
The fantasy scenarios were a "rnums 

" 33 U S.C. § !344. 
6 id (emph:.isis added). 

See Senme Comidcra1ion the N.eport q{ the Confircnce Committee (Oct. 4, 1972), reprinted in 1 A Legislative 
History of the Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, at l6l, 177, Cong Research Serv. (Jan. !973) 
C'IBJecause the permit application transmitted to fEPA] for review wilt set forth both the site to be used and the 
content of the matter of!he soil to be disposed, 
''See.Jct to pro>'ide fi;r the admission State th,sfo into the Union, Pub. L No, 85-508, 72 Stat 339 0 958) 
{ aho known as the Alaska Statehood Act}. 
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1.dkr from A iaska State' Scnak Lea1kn; 
Re: Request to VV'ithdraw the f'roposcd nuamin<ltion o(the CS Environmental l'rotection Agen9 Region JO 
Pursuant w S'ectiun -h/4(c! ,i/the (!e<1n fVi1ter Act 20i4.!-
Page J of 4 

itself w compensatory damages. Those damages could include lost royalties and taxes that the 
state would have collected but for the breach by the federal govemmenL 

Section 6(b) and Section 6zi) of the Compact are dear: Respectively, the State of Alaska 
had a right to seled ! 02500J)00 acres of land and the state had a right to the minerals in the 
selected lands. 

Stated differently: Alaska took ownership of the area surrounding Pcbbk specifically 
because the land contained valuable mineral deposits, and the Alaska Statehood Act authorized 
the State to manage it in a manner that benefits the residents of Alaska. We believe that the 
established Clean Water Act permit application process - and not the anti-development motives 
of the previous ad1ninistration ···· should determine whether the Pebble Mine wiH benefit the 
residents oLAlaska. The Proposed Determination takes that crucial due process right away. 

The Obmr1a-ern EPA made decisions that wert, minimaUy, fraught with risk Questionable 
practices flourished. The seemingly illegal behavior of some EPA agents will be deckkd by 
history.'! 

Infamously. since July 2014, the EPA has been subjected to lmvsuits. subpoenas, 
congressional inquiries and hearings about its poor behavior related to the Pebble l'vlinc project Vi 

Behveen the missing scientists thal evaded question. and known, discovered anti-mine 
coordination within the agency, 11 withdrawing the Proposed Determinarion \Vould gos long way 
into combating the p(m::cption of unilateral federal overrem:h and restoring some faith badt in the 
EPA 

Alaska has a well-established prncess that evaluates the potential benefits and risks of any 
proposed development. The rroposed Pebble Project \Vould provide Alaska with valuable jobs, 
revenue, and econornic activity, an important promise made hy the fodcrnl govcmmem at 
statd10od.1: The proposed project is also a source of com:ern for potential impacts to Al.:iska's 
cnvirnnment \Ve believe the potcnlial of the Pebble Mine should be fairly treated through an 
impart ia! permitting process, and not subject t.o precrnptivc endorsement or veto. 

Notcwmthy: A.mong many o1her flaws. the Proposed Determination completely ignored 
critical input from the Sta1e of Alaska and disregarded Alaskan interests, \Vhen the EPA 
announced its intention to veto the Pebble l\-fine in February 2014. Alaska's Attorney General 
Michad Uernghty, ckady expressed that the Agi.':ncy's actions \Vtmld have a profound impact on 

3L 2013) 
Id. 

rn_ining~col_l_usionr {as of Dec 3L2018 ). 
'' Alaska Statehood Act, Pub, L No. 85~508, § 4. 72 StaL 139 (!958), reprinted in 48 CU:LCA. c.h.2, re.fr & annos 
(20!)3), 
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Lctkr from Alaska Stall.~ Senate Leader~ 
Re Reqm:st to Withdraw the Proposed Determination 
Punuam to Seoion .J04(c) 

t'5' Fm:ironmental Prote,'lion Agency Region fO 

20!,h 

Alaskans' cmploy111ent oppommitics, causing Alaskans to be out of work and hurting small 
businesses. i" 

Attorney General Geraghty accurately predicted that "an enormous cloud of uncertainty" 
would plague lhc State's ectmomy, 14 As a result, companies, including Alaska Native 
Corporations, are left to guess whctheL v.foen, and on what hypothetical basis EPA might step in 
and hlock projects, As it turns ouL the Attorney General's concerns ,vere not abstract: A !aska' s 
unemployment rnte has risen to an unacceptably high rate, Federa!!y manufactured uncertainty is 
at least partially h) blame for preventing investment in resources. 

To be clear: \Ve are not requesting that the Pebble Mine project be "automatically 
approved," We are only asking that project advocates be allowed to fairly proceed through the 
rigorous state and federal permitting process without the yoke of a predetermined conclusion, 

EPA has no doubt played a critical rok in important Alaska matters, but the Proposed 
DeterminatiorL issued over the objection of many Alaskans, appeared to be driven by 
environmental politics, more so than disciplined analysis, We encourage you to embrace a 
philosophy of cooperative federalism, \Vhich has been repeatedly emphasized under the Trump 
Administration. This includes: reversing egregious federal overreach and allmving the statutory 
permit application process to nm its course, with input from all stakeholders, 

No one cares more about rrotecting /\laska"s environment than Alaskans, lhereti.)rt'. any 
attempt to achieve environmental protection that ignores co1istitt1tif,;ifal Jut proct'.Sf:t and the input 
and int.crests of Alaska cannot be genuine For all these reasons. we urge you to withdnn:v the 
Proposed Determination, 

/·•''?r .~-·-· 

····l··t~( 
Senate Ptisi;,:-½ent Cathv Giessel a$~ ........................ ~i ____________________ . 
Senator Mia Custcllo 

2018). 
''

1 id. 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov]; Hladick, 
Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EE5ED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, 
MARIANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 7:48:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2365_Giessel 

OERA for RA signature. 

Marianne 

Follow us! 

-----Original Message----
From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11 :28 AM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2365_Giessel 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. 

Please advise which Division be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 201911:11 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2365 

Control AX-19-000-2365 has been assigned to your office on 1/31/19 2:10 PM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-2365 
Control Subject: Reading File - Request to Withdraw the Proposed Determination of the U.S. EPA 
Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
From: Giessel, Cathy; Costello, Mia; Coghill, John 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh. Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Thur 12/6/2018 4:58:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1541_Collier 
AX-19-000-1541 Collier.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. This one is also due 12/21/2018. 

Please advise which Division be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 6, 2018 8:49 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1541 

Control AX-19-000-1541 has been assigned to your office on 12/6/18 11 :49 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-1541 
Control Subject: Reading File - Request for the Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination of the U.S. 
EPA Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
From: Colantuoni, Sandi; Collier, Tom 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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Thu Dec 06 11 :22:02 EST 2018 
CMS. OEX@epamail .epa .gov 
FW: Correspondence from The Pebble Partnership 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope, Brian 

Sent: Thursday, December 6, 2018 4:22:00 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Subject: FW: Correspondence from The Pebble Partnership 

Reading File 

From: Sandi Colantuoni <sandi.colantuoni@pebblepartnership.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2018 10:18 AM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Correspondence from The Pebble Partnership 

Attached please find correspondence from Thomas Collier at The Pebble Partnership. Thank you. 

Sandi Colantuoni 

Executive Assistant 

The Pebble Partnership 

202.629.3397 
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PPARTNERSHIP 

December 5, 2018 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 
Acting Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Acting Administrator Wheeler, 

I am writing on behalf of the Pebble Limited Partnership ("PLP") to formally request that 
the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") withdraw Proposed Determination of the US. 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
(July 2014) ("Proposed Determination"), which aims to restrict the discharge of dredged or fill 
material related to the Pebble deposit in southwest Alaska. The Pebble Mine has the potential to 
produce substantial amounts of copper, molybdenum, and gold, and is expected to create 
thousands of jobs in the Bristol Bay region of Alaska. Equally as important, PLP has invested 
heavily into planning a mine that will operate safely and not pose a threat to Bristol Bay's 
valuable waters and fisheries. 

Despite this, in 2014, EPA invoked its authority under Section 404( c) of the Clean Water 
Act to veto any proposed development by PLP before PLP had even filed for a permit 
application under Section 404 and before EPA had undertaken any scientific analysis of the 
potential project. But Section 404( c) does not authorize such a "preemptive" veto. Indeed, EPA 
had never before, or since, exercised its Section 404(c) authority preemptively. In every other 
case in which EPA has invoked its Section 404( c) authority, it has done so following the 
submission of a permit application and the completion of a thorough evaluation of that permit 
application under the National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"), as required by the Clean 
Water Act. 

Seeking to fulfill the prior Administration's activist agenda, EPA ignored its statutory 
charge in an effort to halt any development project that it deemed, without any scientific analysis 
at all, to have any environmental impact. This extreme, activist approach to environmental 
regulation is not only misguided and unauthorized, it also runs counter to this Administration's 
stated policy of allowing for a full, fair, and open permit application process by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers ("USA CE") before deciding whether to issue a development permit. In fact, 
the White House's February 2018 infrastructure proposal advocates removing EPA's veto 
authority entirely because a veto "creates significant uncertainty and delays permit decisions ... 
[and] removing EPA's authority to veto a 404 permit would make the permitting process more 
efficient and predictable." And in June 2018, EPA announced that it would develop a proposed 
rulemaking to consider amending its regulations to eliminate the authority to issue vetoes before 
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a permit application is filed or after a permit issues. Despite these public proclamations, forn1er 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt refused to withdraw the Proposed Determination earlier this year, 
leaving the Pebble Mine in peril and sending mixed signals to investors and developers. 

This Administration has re-committed EPA to the rule of law in many important areas, 
such as the Clean Power Plan and the Waters of the United States Rule. These efforts have 
reintroduced regulatory certainty and invigorated investment while maintaining environmental 
protections. By withdrawing the Obama Administration's Pebble veto, EPA has a similar 
opportunity; the Agency should allow for its proposed rulemaking to proceed and provide Pebble 
with nothing more than the same treatment that other permit applicants will receive in an 
improved Clean Water Act regulatory scheme. In so doing, EPA can continue to protect the 
valuable Bristol Bay watershed without unnecessarily stymying a project with immense 
economic potential. 

The Proposed Determination Should Be Withdrawn for the Very Reasons Underlying 
EPA's Proposed Rulemaking 

While EPA's June 2018 memo directing the Section 404(c) rulemaking was a welcome 
step toward re-introducing certainty into the federal permitting process and thereby spurring 
further economic development, allowing the Obama Pebble veto to remain in place 
fundamentally undercuts this progress. Preemptive vetoes (those issued before a developer even 
submits a permit application to USACE) significantly hinder growth by serving as a regulatory 
cloud over companies' investment decisions. Indeed, in announcing its Section 404(c) 
rulemaking, EPA noted that one reason for the proposed rulemaking was its concern "that the 
mere potential of the EPA' s use of its section 404( c) authority before or after the pennitting 
process could influence investment decisions and chill economic growth by short-circuiting the 
permitting process." 

As the Pebble case unfortunately proves, this concern is not abstract; PLP is feeling these 
chilling effects right now. To illustrate this harm, just consider the aftermath of former 
Administrator Pruitt's announcement that EPA would not withdraw the Proposed Determination: 
The Agency announced its decision on Friday, January 26, 2018, and by the next Monday, the 
stock of PLP's parent company, Northern Dynasty Minerals, was down 50%. And, just recently, 
Goldman Sachs issued a report recommending no investment in Pebble and highlighting EPA's 
suspension of the proposed withdrawal of the Proposed Determination. Although Administrator 
Pruitt stated that his "decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble 
Limited Partnership's proposed project," the market clearly interpreted the action otherwise. 

These effects are not limited to Pebble. If left in place, the Obama EPA 's precedent -
that the Agency can pick and choose which projects are worthy of due process - will still cause 
companies to question whether to pursue development projects in the United States. Indeed, 
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when EPA announced its intention to suspend the proposed withdrawal, the Wall Street Journal 
derided the move in a January 30, 2018, editorial titled "Pruitt's Bad Pebble Precedent," 
emphasizing the decision's likelihood to "undermine capital investment" and warning that future 
administrations could "take Mr. Pruitt's precedent and run with it" because it "makes the agency 
a superregulator able to kill any mine, pipeline, bridge or oil well before companies can make a 
case, and regardless of support by one of the 50 states." And hamstringing Pebble hurts other 
federal initiatives: Recent projections show demand for copper increasing, in large part due to its 
utility in green technology, a demand Pebble can help meet. These harms were all too common 
for businesses under the Obama Administration, but your EPA has an opportunity to reverse 
them and begin setting better precedent. 

In fact, EPA can avoid these effects and begin to achieve some of the goals of the 
proposed rulemaking immediately. Withdrawing the Proposed Determination does not commit 
EPA to any outcome with regards to the ultimate permit application process for the Pebble Mine. 
Rather, such a move would merely assure that PLP receives the same fairness that the proposed 
rulemaking will establish for other project proponents. EPA described the potential regulations 
as "long-overdue" and bearing "the promise of increasing certainty for landowners, investors, 
businesses and entrepreneurs to make investment decisions while preserving EPA's authority to 
restrict discharges." PLP, which has invested nearly a billion dollars into exploration and 
planning, can also benefit from that increased certainty that will allow the company to further its 
plans to develop a project with immense economic potential for Alaska and the country. 

EPA May Withdraw the Proposed Determination Immediately 

When EPA suspended the process to withdraw the Proposed Determination, it said it 
intended to "at a future time" solicit public comment and information on whether to withdraw it. 
This statement is based on the erroneous belief that some further legal process is required to 
withdraw the veto. However, no such process is required. 

The Proposed Determination adhered to EPA regulations requiring public comment and 
provided for public hearings regarding the proposed restrictions. See 40 C.F.R. § 231.3. 
Following any public comments or hearings, those regulations require only that within 30 days of 
the public hearing, or 15 days after expiration of the comment period (if no hearing is held), the 
EPA Regional Administrator either withdraw the Proposed Determination or prepare a 
Recommended Determination. If it is withdrawn, the Administrator has 10 days to notify the 
Regional Administrator ifhe intends to review such a withdrawal. See 40 C.F.R. § 231.5. lfno 
such notice is given, the withdrawal becomes final. These timelines may be extended for good 
cause under 40 C.F .R. 231.8, and indeed EPA has extended these periods many times. 

Thus, once EPA receives public comments and/or holds a hearing on a Proposed 
Determination, no further legal process is required. The regulation simply sets out certain 
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timelines for the agency to make its internal decision. Because there has never before been a 
preemptive veto, there is no agency precedent that requires the agency to conduct any additional 
process to withdraw such a veto. And, even if EPA wants more comments than have been 
received on the Proposed Determination and suspended withdrawal thereof, the ongoing 
environmental impact statement process has provided for even more public involvement, 
including public comments, and the publication of a scoping report with additional information 
about the Pebble Mine. 

Finally, withdrawing the Proposed Determination in no way limits future EPA action on 
the Pebble Mine, including a veto under Section 404(c). A withdrawal does not require taking a 
position on whether the project will or will not pose a risk to the environment, or that the Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment (a study the Obama EPA concocted to justify its decision to issue the 
Proposed Determination) is scientifically flawed, or that PLP should be granted a permit. EPA 
would still retain its statutory authority to review the project following the NEPA process and 
can, at that time, evaluate the merits of the project based on a full record. 

Withdrawing the Proposed Determination Poses No Legal Risks 

Though environmental groups may file suit to challenge EPA' s withdrawal, these actions 
will not succeed. As non-parties to the permit application process, any suit by environmental 
groups would likely be brought under the Clean Water Act's citizen suit provision or the 
Administrative Procedure Act. However, these statutes only allow for judicial review of a non
discretionary duty. See 5 U.S.C. 701(a) (granting a court jurisdiction to review actions taken by 
an agency except to the extent "agency action is committed to agency discretion by law"); 33 
U.S.C. § 1365 (citizen suits may be brought where there is an alleged "failure ... to perform any 
act or duty under this Act which is not discretionary with the Administrator"). Thus, courts have 
repeatedly dismissed actions by environmental groups challenging 404( c) determinations 
because both Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act and EPA's regulations make clear that the 
Agency's veto authority is discretionary. 

Moreover, environmental groups suing EPA for withdrawing the Proposed Determination 
may also lack standing to bring such an action because withdrawal of a veto is a procedural step, 
not the final decision on the permit application; thus there is no harm to would-be plaintiffs. 
This is especially true here, since EPA has the authority to reissue a Proposed Determination at 
the conclusion of the EIS process and in accordance with the Clean Water Act. 

* * * 

Withdrawing the Proposed Determination immediately is thus fully in accordance with 
the law and this Administration's stated policies. But more importantly, it would signal a 
commitment to regulatory stability and consistency without sacrificing any environmental 
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protection. Since your appointment as EPA Acting Administrator, you have committed the 
Agency to returning to its core mission by focusing on the rule of law. By restoring order and 
fairness to the Pebble decision-making process, you have a tremendous opportunity to further 
that core mission. 

Sincerely, 

C:t{ U;__ 
Thomas C. Collier 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov]; Hladick, 
Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EE5ED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, 
MARIANNE] 
Sent: Thur 12/6/2018 6:06:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1541_Collier 

OERA for Chris' signature, please. 

Marianne 

Follow us! 

-----Original Message----
From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2018 8:59 AM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1541_Collier 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. This one is also due 12/21/2018. 

Please advise which Division be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 6, 2018 8:49 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1541 

Control AX-19-000-1541 has been assigned to your office on 12/6/18 11 :49 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-1541 
Control Subject: Reading File - Request for the Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination of the U.S. 
EPA Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
From: Colantuoni, Sandi; Collier, Tom 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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Tue Nov 27 17:09:46 EST 2018 
CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope. Brian 

Sent: Tuesday. November 27. 2018 10:09:46 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia. Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Cc: Molina, Michael 

Subject: FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 3:42 PM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Mr. Wheeler, 

When will your administration be responding to the CEI Petition? And when do you plan to make a decision on whether on not to lift the 
predetermined veto on the Pebble Mine? Also, I hope you had a great Thanksgiving. Sorry to bother you again, I've gotten no 
responses from Christopher Hladick, Henry Darwin, or Erik Peterson. 

Any response would be greatly appreciated. You know I am an investor in the Pebble Mine. That being said I don't want any harm to 
the environment. I just believe NEPA should determine everything, not a corrupt veto based on a corrupt assessment (BBWA). 

All the best, 

Tom 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone: !._ _____________ Ex. 6 ______________ _! 

Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh. Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/201811:16:13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS For Your Information - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-18-001-0613 
AX-18-001-0613.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS, this is FYI/CC Only - no R10 response needed 

Please advise which Division(s) be also see this. 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov [mailto:cmsadmin@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 11 :53 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS For Your Information - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-18-001-0613 

Control AX-18-001-0613 has been forwarded to your office on 9/7/18 2:52 PM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-18-001-0613 
Control Subject: Pebble Mine Veto 
From: Stephens, Tim 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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Fri Sep 07 12:59:08 EDT 2018 
CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Pebble Mine Veto 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope. Brian 

Sent: Friday. September 7. 2018 4:59:07 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia. Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Subject: FW: Pebble Mine Veto 

From: Tim Stephens i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: Friday, Septem'oeffDT,·2mB-·12·:DoPM"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine Veto 

Administrator Wheeler, 

I'm reaching out with interest in the removing the proposed determination against the Pebble Project in Alaska. I was disappointed in 
former administrator Pruitt's action to suspend the process. I am even more disappointed that after the Western Caucus and Mr. Myron 
Ebell detailed why this needs to be removed ASAP, it still hasn't happened. To put this in perspective, the process to remove this was 
initiated in May of 2017. We are nearing the end of 2018. 

I understand Pruitt's argument, stating the company is still able to exercise their due process and enter permitting. The issue is, the 
proposed determination acts as an additional layer of risk. This hinders the ability for the company to raise funds ($150M) for the entire 
permit application process. The end result could very well be the same as not having due process. The company struggles to find 
investors willing to invest in a project that has been victim of EPA abuse and continues to suffer from overreach. 

I'm sure you are aware of the letters sent to the agency. The letter from the Western Caucus, the letter from Myron Ebell, the letter 
from American Tax Reform. I can't make sense of why this hasn't been lifted yet. Investors are down ~50%. The company is on pace 
to burn through it's cash within 2 quarters. This needs to be lifted yesterday. 

I made an investment in this company because I believed in President Trump's agenda, his promise to boost the economy by reducing 
overreaching regulation. Great strides have been made, but for some reason Pebble still lives in an EPA culture reflective of the 
Obama era. This Proposed Determination is not following President Trump's agenda. I trust what you said from day one, that you will 
follow the president's agenda. Please follow through on this one. 

The preliminary data and science shows this poses no unacceptable risk. 0.08% of the fisheries are at a potential risk, if all safeguards 
were to fail. Only 0.05% of the water supply Pebble is near feeds into Bristol Bay. 

I look forward to soon hearing news of this overreach being lifted, resulting in standard treatment for Pebble. 

Thank you for your service in your role. 

ED_002890_00050786-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



-Tim S 

ED_002890_00050786-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov]; Hladick, 
Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2AE309E0A52A42CD84 7709B39BC2239A-PI RZADEH, 
MICHELLE] 
Sent: Sat 9/8/2018 12:45:41 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS For Your Information - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-18-001-0613 

OERA 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office :(206)_ 553-1234 ___ . 
Cell::_ Ex._ 6 Personal Privacy (PPJ__: 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

-----Original Message----
From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Friday, September 07, 2018 4:16 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS For Your Information - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-18-001-0613 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS, this is FYI/CC Only - no R10 response needed 

Please advise which Division(s) be also see this. 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov [mailto:cmsadmin@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 11 :53 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS For Your Information - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-18-001-0613 

Control AX-18-001-0613 has been forwarded to your office on 9/7/18 2:52 PM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-18-001-0613 
Control Subject: Pebble Mine Veto 
From: Stephens, Tim 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! [! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
, 8/12/2019 12:28:4b-AM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_; 

Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay 

How in the world can the EPA OK mining in the Bristol Bay watershed that is one of the world's most valuable wild salmon 
fisheries. The EPA stands for environmental protection agency. This is not protecting the environment. It will destroy that 
area. Must we destroy all beautiful areas in this country so that companies can make money. How ugly will open pit 
mining look in this area. I am so sick of money being more important than our environment. 

Anita Byrne 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

NRDC - Rhea Suh [actions@nrdc.org] 

8/10/2019 10:03:13 AM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Stop the Pebble Mine 

Recent Signatures: 5 

Time since last delivery of signatures: 1 day 

Total Signatures: 93,534 

https ://act.nrdc.org/ constituents/67 402.E4gEdZ/ 

Dear President Trump and Acting Administrator Wheeler: 

I am outraged that you plan to reverse course and green-light the proposed Pebble Mine, despite the catastrophic 
risks it poses to Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, its world-renowned salmon runs, and its Native communities. 

President Obama's Environmental Protection Agency proposed common-sense restrictions that would have 
banned this dangerous mine because of the obvious environmental risks it would pose. The EPA' s recent 
settlement with Northern Dynasty Minerals to reverse those common-sense restrictions is a blatant giveaway to 
the mining industry at the expense of the American people, our environment, and our economy. 

Bristol Bay's wild salmon fishery supports 14,000 jobs and is valued at more than $1 .5 billion annually. It also 
supplies nearly half of the world's sockeye salmon. More than 65 percent of Alaskans, 80 percent of Bristol Bay 
residents and Native communities, and 85 percent of commercial fishermen oppose the mine. 

I urge you to listen to those voices, and for the sake of the Bristol Bay watershed, its world-class salmon 
fishery, and its people, keep the door closed on Pebble Mine. If you don't, you will have to answer to me and 
hundreds of thousands of people in Alaska and across the United States and the world who stand in fervent 
opposition to this toxic mega-mine. 

Sincerely, 

ED_002890_00050885-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

NRDC - Rhea Suh [actions@nrdc.org] 

8/7/2019 8:49:07 AM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Stop the Pebble Mine 

Recent Signatures: 9 

Time since last delivery of signatures: 1 day 

Total Signatures: 93,524 

https://act.nrdc.org/constituents/67190.8uWXD0/ 

Dear President Trump and Acting Administrator Wheeler: 

I am outraged that you plan to reverse course and green-light the proposed Pebble Mine, despite the catastrophic 
risks it poses to Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, its world-renowned salmon runs, and its Native communities. 

President Obama's Environmental Protection Agency proposed common-sense restrictions that would have 
banned this dangerous mine because of the obvious environmental risks it would pose. The EPA' s recent 
settlement with Northern Dynasty Minerals to reverse those common-sense restrictions is a blatant giveaway to 
the mining industry at the expense of the American people, our environment, and our economy. 

Bristol Bay's wild salmon fishery supports 14,000 jobs and is valued at more than $1 .5 billion annually. It also 
supplies nearly half of the world's sockeye salmon. More than 65 percent of Alaskans, 80 percent of Bristol Bay 
residents and Native communities, and 85 percent of commercial fishermen oppose the mine. 

I urge you to listen to those voices, and for the sake of the Bristol Bay watershed, its world-class salmon 
fishery, and its people, keep the door closed on Pebble Mine. If you don't, you will have to answer to me and 
hundreds of thousands of people in Alaska and across the United States and the world who stand in fervent 
opposition to this toxic mega-mine. 

Sincerely, 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

NRDC - Rhea Suh [actions@nrdc.org] 

8/5/2019 10:26:37 AM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Stop the Pebble Mine 

Recent Signatures: 50 

Time since last delivery of signatures: 1 day 

Total Signatures: 93,488 

https://act.nrdc.org/constituents/67088.pIFw-D/ 

Dear President Trump and Acting Administrator Wheeler: 

I am outraged that you plan to reverse course and green-light the proposed Pebble Mine, despite the catastrophic 
risks it poses to Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, its world-renowned salmon runs, and its Native communities. 

President Obama's Environmental Protection Agency proposed common-sense restrictions that would have 
banned this dangerous mine because of the obvious environmental risks it would pose. The EPA' s recent 
settlement with Northern Dynasty Minerals to reverse those common-sense restrictions is a blatant giveaway to 
the mining industry at the expense of the American people, our environment, and our economy. 

Bristol Bay's wild salmon fishery supports 14,000 jobs and is valued at more than $1 .5 billion annually. It also 
supplies nearly half of the world's sockeye salmon. More than 65 percent of Alaskans, 80 percent of Bristol Bay 
residents and Native communities, and 85 percent of commercial fishermen oppose the mine. 

I urge you to listen to those voices, and for the sake of the Bristol Bay watershed, its world-class salmon 
fishery, and its people, keep the door closed on Pebble Mine. If you don't, you will have to answer to me and 
hundreds of thousands of people in Alaska and across the United States and the world who stand in fervent 
opposition to this toxic mega-mine. 

Sincerely, 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

NRDC - Rhea Suh [actions@nrdc.org] 

8/2/2019 9:21:43 AM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Stop the Pebble Mine 

Recent Signatures: 21 

Time since last delivery of signatures: I day 

Total Signatures: 93,432 

https://act.nrdc.org/constituents/66790.Ilv-OT/ 

Dear President Trump and Acting Administrator Wheeler: 

I am outraged that you plan to reverse course and green-light the proposed Pebble Mine, despite the catastrophic 
risks it poses to Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, its world-renowned salmon runs, and its Native communities. 

President Obama's Environmental Protection Agency proposed common-sense restrictions that would have 
banned this dangerous mine because of the obvious environmental risks it would pose. The EPA' s recent 
settlement with Northern Dynasty Minerals to reverse those common-sense restrictions is a blatant giveaway to 
the mining industry at the expense of the American people, our environment, and our economy. 

Bristol Bay's wild salmon fishery supports 14,000 jobs and is valued at more than $1 .5 billion annually. It also 
supplies nearly half of the world's sockeye salmon. More than 65 percent of Alaskans, 80 percent of Bristol Bay 
residents and Native communities, and 85 percent of commercial fishermen oppose the mine. 

I urge you to listen to those voices, and for the sake of the Bristol Bay watershed, its world-class salmon 
fishery, and its people, keep the door closed on Pebble Mine. If you don't, you will have to answer to me and 
hundreds of thousands of people in Alaska and across the United States and the world who stand in fervent 
opposition to this toxic mega-mine. 

Sincerely, 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Joel Janetski [joel_janetski@byu.edu] 

8/1/2019 1:14:16 AM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 

Pebble Mine 

Dear Mr Hladick: 

I see that the EPA has challenged the 2014 determination stating that the potential for negative impacts on 
the Bristol Bay watershed is great. In your recent press release regarding this action you state that the 2014 
determination is now "outdated." Can you explain how that determination is now outdated? 

Thank you. 

Joel Janetski 
Emeritus Professor of Anthropology 
Brigham Young University 
432 Sunset Blvd 
Port Townsend,. WA __ 98368 
eel I:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Joel '-JanetsK1cmoy□-:ed u 
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To: Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Thur 3/14/2019 4:15:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 
19-000-2365 Correspondence.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 
19-000-2365 Draft Letter Giessel Coghill Costello.docx 
A TT00002. htm 

Ryan: 

I am resending the letter from Alaska Senators to the Administrator and our draft response (draft letter Giessel, Coghill, Costello) so 
you have it at your fingertips. Please feel free to edit as necessary. Look forward to talking later today. 

Chris 
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To: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 10:51 :32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> 
Date: July 12, 2019 at 2:28:36 PM MDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her c e a. ov> 
Subject: Re: Journalists, Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine 

Sounds good, I'll reach out on Monday to see if we can find a time to talk. Thanks! 

Dave 

Happy to discuss next week 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 12, 2019, at 1:47 PM, Dave Spratt <dave.spratt@ijnr.org> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Hladick (with copy to Mark McIntyre): 

Greetings! I'm writing because my organization, the Institute for Journalism & Natural 
Resources (IJNR), will be leading a group of 10 journalists to Alaska later this summer to learn 
more about Bristol Bay, its people, economy and ecosystems, the proposed Pebble Mine, and 
how all those things interact. 

As a bit of background, IJNR is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
journalists do a more effective job of telling stories about natural resource use. Our model is a 
weeklong field-based training program that takes reporters out of their newsrooms and into the 
places where they can observe things firsthand and meet key stakeholders, including resource 
users, regulators, scientists, tribe members, local officials and others. We have been conducting 
these programs since 1995 and count nearly 1,000 working journalists as our alumni. 

Obviously the EPA will play a key role in the Pebble Mine decision, so I would like to invite you 
to participate as a speaker in our Bristol Bay Institute, which will take place August 28-
September 5. Since our program will take place in Alaska and you're based in Seattle, we would 
welcome you to join us via Skype or some other electronic means (though of course we would 
be delighted to have to join us in Alaska if that's possible). We will have a couple days in 
Anchorage, but we're planning for the bulk of the trip to take place in the Bristol Bay watershed 
itself, including Dillingham, Lake Nerka, and the villages of Igiugig and Iliamna. 

I would be happy to discuss your participation and answer any questions you may have about 
IJNR, this particular program or anything else, at your convenience. I sincerely hope you can join 
us, and look forward to hearing back. 
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Have a great weekend, and thank you for your time. 

Best, 
Dave 

Dave Spratt 
Chief Executive Officer 
Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davespratt 1 
IG: dave.spratt 

The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue 
about natural resource issues through programs that inform, empower and inspire better 
journalism. 

Dave Spratt 
Chief Executive Officer 
Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources 
(734) 395-1750 
Twitter: @davespratt 1 
IG: dave.spratt 

The mission of the Institute for Journalism & Natural Resources is to promote public dialogue about natural 
resource issues through programs that inform, empower and inspire better journalism. 

ED_002890_00050935-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 8:00: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 
BBNC Letter to Leopold 7.11.19.pdf 
BBNC 404 and DEIS Comment ltr (Final) 7.1.2019.pdf 
BBNC Comment Appendices and Links.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Proiect DEIS.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA consolidated comments Final.pdf 
Pebble Mine DEIS - DOI Comments and Enclosures.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA Cover-final.docx.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Permit POA-2017-00271.pdf 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office_: {206) 553-1234 _____ . 
CeltEx. _6 Personal_ Privacy (PP) .i 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 12:41 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Chris, 

The below email and attachments were sent to Matt 

Thanks, 
Dan 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 11:38 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

today. 

Subject: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Matt, 

Attached please find a letter from Bristol Bay Native Corporation with attachments concerning your recent Memorandum to Chris 

Hladick, Regional Administrator for Region 10. A hard copy of these documents will also follow by regular mail. 

I hope we can stay in contact regarding any potential action concerning the Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay and 404(q) 
elevation process and that you will continue to seek input from BBNC and other Bristol Bay tribes and stakehoders. 

Thanks and best regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 7/9/2019 3:4 7:40 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

I did not include you in my response, can you please set this up. 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Fax: '(206f 5.53-1°809 _____ , 

From: Mutz, John (Fletcher) 
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2019 10:36 AM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Great. Thanks, Chris! 

Hope you had a nice holiday! 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2019 1:35 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

We can take this for sure. 

Chris 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 5, 2019, at 9:15 AM, Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Tami, 

Matt would like RlO to handle this. Would Chris please take this call on Matt's behalf? 

Thanks, 
Fletcher 

From: Mutz, John (Fletcher) 
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2019 2:55 PM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Tami, 

I'll get back to you on Friday regarding this. 

Fletcher 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Fletcher, the lliamna Village Council has requested a phone meeting. They had intended to meet in person but due to 

conflicts with their council members being unavailable had to cancel at the last minute. 

I wanted to check in with this team before responding to this request. 

My sense of the purpose of the meetings were a meet and greet, but if amenable I think members of the team (or 

some semblance) could honor this request. 

I had a chance to talk with Lee about this request but not Matt or Chris. So I'm copying David for his awareness and 

invite his response. 

If we could identify a lead to work with the Council that would be great. 

Thanks! Tami 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com> 

Date: June 11, 2019 at 2:23:37 PM AKDT 

To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Thanks for the update! Yep we will give them the tour 

On Tue, Jun 11, 2019 at 2:03 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Joanne, the lliamna Village Council is no longer available so there will be time for the 

community tour after the meeting with Newhalen. Assuming you still have time. 

Thank you again!! Tami 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 10, 2019, at 3:11 PM, Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com> wrote: 

Yep we will help them 

On Mon, Jun 10, 2019 at 2:52 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 
Thanks Joanne, They will also need rides to PLP and to the AN CSA meeting at Two Sisters 

and back to lliamna Air Taxi in the afternoon. If it is easier for them to rent a vehicle 

from Newhalen TC or IVC for the day or afternoon please let me know, if that is even a 

possibility. They would just need someone to help them know where to go next. Thanks 

again! Tami 

From: Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com 

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 1:51 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

I can pick them up an drop them off to iliamna village an I will check with Louise if I need 
to pick them up 

On Mon, Jun 10, 2019 at 1:18 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Joanne and Louise, 
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Please see the updated itinerary for lliamna, thank you for your help in getting this 
itinerary finalized. I also really appreciate your support in getting folks around, Patty 

McGrath will be our point person on the ground. I wanted to clarify whether NTC and 

IVC would be handing off between meetings or if there is someone who will help all 

day? I am asking the team to bring cash to help reimburse the transportation costs and 

it would be helpful to clarify the transportation logistics. 

9:30AM - 10:30AM: Newhalen Tribal Council 

Location: Newhalen Bingo Hall 

11:00AM - 12:00PM: lliamna Village Council 
Location: lliamna Community Center 

12:30PM - 1:30PM: Pebble Limited Partnership 

1:45PM - 3:00PM: ANCSA Village Corporation Representatives: lliamna Natives 

Limited (INL), Alaska Peninsula Corporation (APC), & Kijik Corporation 
Location: Two Sisters Haven (aka "Grams") 

3:00PM-3:30PM: Bristol Bay Fishermen 
Location: Two Sisters Haven 

3:30PM - Depart for lliamna Air Taxi 

Thanks! Tami 

ED_002890_00051014-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 8:00:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
Coalition invite letter to EPA GC.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mutz, John (Fletcher)" <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Date: June 4, 2019 at 12:36:05 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her me a. ov> 
Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert c e a. ov> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Chris, 

Matt would like to meet with this coalition while in Alaska. Would you please coordinate? 

Thanks, 
Fletcher 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: maria y@aoga.org; Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>; Rebecca Logan <rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>; 
Alicia Siira <alicia@agcak.org>; Karen Matthias <kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>; Patrick Bergt <berg @aoga.org>; 
mhall@akrdc.org 
Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that you are the scheduling point of contact for the EPA visit to Alaska next week. Please see the below 
invitation that was sent to Mr. Leopold requesting that he meet with business trade organizations based in 
Anchorage. We would appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Thank you very much. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deantha Crockett <deantha@alaskaminers.org> 
Subject: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
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Date: May 29, 2019 at 11:49:38 AM AKDT 

To: leopold.matt@epa.gov 

Cc: Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>, Kara Moriarty <maria y@aoga.org>, Rebecca Logan 

<rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>, Alicia Siira <Alicia@agcak.org>, Karen Matthias 

<kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>, Marleanna Hall <mhall@akrdc.org> 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

Attached please find an invitation to meet with representatives from several Alaska business 

organizations in Alaska. We appreciate your consideration of this request, and please let us know if you 

have any questions. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 6:32:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: AK trip - call from PLP 

I have forwarded to Matt Leopold to ask if he wants to respond in writing. 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: AK trip - call from PLP 

Hi David and Chris-

I got a call this morning from James Fueg, PLP VP for permitting. He was calling on behalf of PLP to clarify that PLP would like to 
meet with the General Counsel during his trip to Alaska next week to brief him on the project and technical issues. James said that 
PLP would be able to meet either in Anchorage or lliamna for 1 to 2 hours. James also wanted to clarify that PLP has invited the 
General Counsel on a helicopter tour of the site during the time we are in lliamna. He indicated that a helicopter tour would take 
about 1.5 hours and could accommodate 4 EPA people. If additional EPA folks want to participate in a tour that could take place 
following the first tour. 

Just wanted to pass on this information. 

Patty 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: 14-D12 
Office:___(206) 553-6113 __ _ 
Cel I: L_Ex. 6 Personal _Privacy (PP)_: 
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To: Mutz, John (Fletcher)[mutz.john@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 6:07:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Trade Assn and Pebble 

Working on it 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 5, 2019, at 7:57 AM, Mutz, John (Fletcher) wrote: 

Chris, 

Matt would like to get the details hammered out for his meeting with Pebble and with the trade associations that I 
mentioned to you in our email exchange yesterday. Would you be able to get those meetings finalized in the next day 
orso? 

Thanks, 
Fletcher 

J. Fletcher Mutz 

Special Assistant 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8043 
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To: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 3/26/2019 1 :27:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> 
Date: March 26, 2019 at 2:38:25 AM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her c e a. ov>, "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, 
"Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. EPA 

l_ Ex. _6 _Personal_ Privacy (PP}__! 

Ryan: 
We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one from Senate leadership from 
Alaska legislature. Also attached is a proposed response for your review. 

Thanks 
Chris 

< 19-000-23 65 _Correspondence.pd±> 

<19-000-2365 _ Draft Letter_ Giessel Coghill Costello.docx> 
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To: Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 3/5/2019 2:22:31 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 
19-000-2365 Correspondence.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 
19-000-2365 Draft Letter Giessel Coghill Costello.docx 
A TT00002. htm 

Ryan: 
We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one from Senate leadership from Alaska legislature. Also attached 
is a proposed response for your review. 

Thanks 
Chris 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Wed 2/20/2019 7:22:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Matt L & the PD 

Not at this point. We need direction from DC on next steps. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 20, 2019, at 9:56 AM, Steiner-Riley, Cara wrote: 

Hi Chris-At the ET yesterday, you mentioned that you talked with Matt Leopald about the Pebble PD. I was 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Cara Steiner-Riley, Manager 

Water Law Group 

US EPA, Region 10 
1200 6th Ave, Suite 900 

Seattle WA 98101 
(206) 553-1142 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Tue 11/6/2018 1 :20:39 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: message to Henry 

Lee: 

This is a draft I would send to Henry. Thought you might have some input, if so don't hesitate to add or modify. 

Henry - I'm writing to gauge your interest in receiving a background briefing on EPA's role with respect to the proposed Pebble gold 
and copper mining project in SW Alaska. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell: L Ex._ 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Thur 9/27/2018 8:27:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Project 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tim Stephens 1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) : 
Date: September 27, 20 I"8 ·af"l I :41 :·59AM PDT __________ . 

To: ==========~ 
Subject: Pebble Project 

Mr. Hladick, 
I am reaching out as a proponent of the Pebble Project in Alaska. There have been some disturbing statements 
by the Alaska opposition groups, as mentioned in a Bloomberg and EE News Article, that EPA officials have 
communicated the preemptive veto against Pebble will stand and there is no intentions to remove it. Is this 
true? If so, why hasn't this been made public? 

Many have tried to get to the bottom of this and we are either ignored or get a canned response that provides 
zero information. What I am struggling to understand is why are there EPA officials chummy with Pebble 
opposition groups providing commentary on a moments notice, but proponents are completely ignored? This 
simply is not acceptable. I apologize if this frustration is misguided towards you, and if so please direct my 
frustrations to those who can take ownership. This has gone on long enough and we all know this preemptive 
veto violates the President's agenda. 

-Tim S 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Location: 

Start: 

End: 

Hough, Palmer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51CD0B0D81AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
3/12/2019 9:47:58 PM 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert [tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; Knight, Kelly 
[knight.kelly@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, 
Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany 
[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill [nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik 
[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison 
[hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
DCRoomWest7129/DC-CCW-OWOW [DCRoomWest7129@epa.gov] 

Discuss next steps on BB, Call in number:: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
3-21-19_Meeting Agenda_BB Next Steps~draft_vS.docx; Copy of Pebble D

0

EIS + 404 3a letter prep and meeting 
schedule_20190312.xlsx; Overarching Considerations_EPA Response to Pebble 404 PN_draft v3.docx 
DCRoomWest7129/DC-CCW-OWOW 

3/21/2019 3:00:00 PM 
3/21/2019 4:00:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

[Added Draft Meeting Agenda, draft Overarching Considerations document, and draft comment letter development 

schedule] 

Folks: 

John Goodin requested that this group get together as soon as possible to: 

1) Briefly summarize the recent BB briefing for Henry D. (hoping David A and/or Ashley P could provide this) 

2) Synthesize what everyone heard as next steps 

John wanted this meeting to happen sooner but this was the first time that David A, John G, Steve N, and Rob T were all 

potentially available. 

Thanks, Palmer 

ED_002890_00060068-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Via E-Mail 

COI'vi PETITIVE 
ENTER.PRISE 
INSTITUTE 

Information Quality Guidelines Staff 
Mail Code 2811 R 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC, 20460 

Re: Information Quality Act Request for Correction or \Vithdrawal Regarding the Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment 

I. Introduction 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute submits this request for correction or withdrawal of 
information under the Information Quality Act, 1 as implemented through the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB)2 and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 3 

Founded in 1984, the Competitive Enterprise Institute is a non-profit research and 
advocacy organization that focuses on federal regulatory policy from a pro-market perspective. 
We work to ensure that agency actions are rooted in statute and based on the best available 
evidence. 

We respectfully petition EPA to either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) 4and the proposed determination based upon it.5 The 
BBW A fails the applicable standards of information quality. Its ongoing dissemination and use 
to effectively block the Pebble Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law. 

1 
Section 515(a) of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001, P.L. 106-554; 44 

U.S.C. section 3516. 
2 Office of Management and Budget, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies," (0MB Guidelines), 67 Fed. Reg. 8452 (Feb. 22, 2002). 
3 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency," (Information Quality Guidelines), 
at hn.r..~j /www.epa.gov/ sites/mod ucti on/fi les/2017-03/ docu ments/epa-info-g ua i ity),U idel ines, pdt. 
4 

Environmental Protection Agency, "An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol 
Bay, Alaska, January 2014," (BBWA), at ht~p:;;_;j/cfpub.eoa.gov/ncea/bt'istoibay/recordisplay,cfrn:)deid:::253500. 
5 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Proposed Determination of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 
10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act, Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," (Proposed 
Determination), at ht~P.-~_;/ /www.epa.gov/sites/prnduction/tiles/2014-07 /documents/pebble pd 071714 tinal.pdf 

1 
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The BBW A was used in support of EPA' s proposed determination, which in practical 
effect serves as a preemptive veto of an Army Corps of Engineers' permit under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) for the Pebble Mine project. This unprecedented action-essentially rejecting a 
permit application prior to the permit being submitted- raises a number of legal questions, 
including potential violations of the Information Quality Act. As will be discussed in more detail 
below, this premature and speculative analysis, conducted by the agency before the relevant 
mine permit had been submitted and thus without knowledge of any specifics of the project 
being analyzed, is highly problematic under EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines. Further, the 
process by which the EPA initiated, compiled, and peer reviewed the BBW A contained 
numerous instances of bias that also fail to meet the agency's guidelines. 

For these reasons, EPA's BBWA should, at the very least, be substantially corrected. 
Preferably, it should be withdrawn along with the proposed determination based upon it, and the 
agency should participate de nova in the far more rigorous and inclusive Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a process that is 
presently underway.6 

II. Background 

A. The Information Quality Act 

Reflecting both the Infonnation Quality Act and 0MB guidelines, EPA's Information 
Quality Guidelines require that "disseminated information should adhere to a basic standard of 
quality, including objectivity, utility, and integrity."7 The agency further explains that utility 
"refers to the usefulness of the information to the intended users," and that objectivity "focuses 
on whether the disseminated information is being presented in an accurate, clear, complete, and 
unbiased manner, and as a matter of substance, is accurate, reliable, and unbiased."8 The BBW A 
must comply with these guidelines. 

In addition, the BBWA must meet the "higher degree of quality" required for Highly 
Influential Scientific Assessments,9 which the agency has agreed would apply to this document. 10 

Thus, the agency's guidelines also require that: 

(A) The substance of the information is accurate, reliable and unbiased. This involves the use 
of: 

6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, "Pebble Project EIS: Draft Scoping Report," July 25, 2018, at 
iJ.HP..":?:i/www.pebbleorojecteis.com/, 
7 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 3. 
8 

Ibid., p. 15. 
9 

Ibid., p. 20. 
10 

See, "Notice of the Peer Review Meeting for EPA's Draft Report Entitled An Assessment of Potential Mining 
Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, AK," July 6, 2012, at 
,jJtp:-;://www. fed era I ,·egi stQr.gov / docu ments/2012/07 /06/20 l Z ·· 16441/notice -of- the--peer--revi ew-m eeti ng ·fQL: 
gpas-draft-·report-entitled--an--assessment-of-•potential-mining. 
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(i) the best available science and supporting studies conducted in accordance with sound 
and objective scientific practices, including, when available, peer reviewed science and 
supporting studies; and 
(ii) data collected by accepted methods or best available methods (if the reliability of the 
method and the nature of the decision justifies the use of the data) .11 

In so doing, the agency must apply a "weight-of-evidence" approach to highly influential 
information, which "considers all relevant i1?f'ormation and its quality, consistent with the level 
of effort and complexity of detail appropriate to a particular risk assessment" ( emphasis added). 12 

EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines also incorporate the agency's peer review 
requirements as set out in its Peer Review Handbook. 13 These apply to "major scientifically and 
technically based work products (including scientific, engineering, economic, or statistical 
documents) related to Agency decisions,"14 such as the BBWA and proposed determination. 

B. The NEPA Process and the Pebble Mine 

Section 404 of the CWA specifies that the Secretary of the Army is responsible for 
issuing any required permits to discharge dredged or fill material into navigable waters that are 
associated with a project. 15 This task is undertaken by the Army Corps of Engineers as part of the 
EIS compiled under NEPA. This process is highly exhaustive and inclusive, relying on an 
extensive project analysis that is reviewed by all interested parties through numerous public 
comment periods (and responses to comments) as well as public meetings. 

As part of this process, the statute authorizes the EPA, pursuant to subsection 404( c ), to 
deny any such permit for any area defined as a disposal site, based on criteria set out in statute. 16 

It has long been understood that the 404 pem1it process, including the EPA's permit veto 
authority, would be exercised concurrently with the larger NEPA process and not as something 
outside of it, and that the process would begin after a permit application had been submitted and 
end before the NEPA process is complete and a permit has been issued. 

This decades-long practice was upset by the Obama administration EPA. In two 
instances, the agency effectively vetoed CW A permits independently of the NEPA process-one 
a prospective veto before the NEPA process had commenced and another after the NEPA 
process had been completed and the project approved. 17 In this petition, we will focus on the 
former-the case of the Pebble Mine. 

11 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 22. 

12 
Ibid., p. 21. 

13 Ibid., p. 11. 
14 

Ibid. 
15 

Clean Water Act, Section 404, athttps://www.la,v.corneH.edu/uscode/text/33/1344. 
16 

Environmental Protection Agency, Section 404 Permit Program, at https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/section-404-
permit-progra_rn. 
17 

See, House Energy and Commerce Committee, "Major Projects Major Problems," September 14, 2014, pp. 6-7, 
at httos:/ /archives-
-~-r:i-~nwcom men:e. house .gov /sites/rem, bl ica ns.energycom m erce. house .gov /fi les/2 na lysis/201.4091. 5 Ma iorProiects 
fv1aiorProblems.pdf. 
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The Pebble Mine has the potential to be America's largest new mine in decades, 
producing copper, molybdenum, and gold, creating thousands of jobs in an economically 
depressed area. It would be located in the Bristol Bay region in Alaska on land that has been 
granted by the federal government to the state of Alaska for the express purpose of mineral 
development. The project developer, Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), was in the process of 
preparing a detailed permit application under CW A section 404 as part of the larger EIS process 
under NEPA. 

C. EPA's Proposed Determination 

In a move EPA internally admitted has "never been done before in the history of the 
CW A,"18 the agency issued a proposed determination that effectively vetoed any such permit 
before it had been submitted. 19 EPA's notice of proposed detern1ination was based on the 
agency's BBW A. EPA has refused to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination even 
though the actual permit application has now been filed and the conventional NEPA process is 
underway. 

The BBWA violates the relevant federal standards for information quality. First and 
foremost, no analysis can meet these standards if conducted without knowing the details being 
analyzed. In this case, the BBWA focused on and then rejected three hypothetical mine 
scenarios-not the actual mine proposal, which did not yet exist. In addition, every step in the 
process of developing the BBWA was fraught with examples of the biases that the Information 
Quality Guidelines seek to prevent. 

III. The BBW A and Proposed Determination Violate the Information Quality Act 

A. EPA's Preemptive Analysis on Its Face Violates the Information Quality Provisions and 
Was Criticized by Key Participants 

Because the Pebble Mine was subject to a preemptive veto, the analysis on which EPA 
relied was unavoidably deficient. No mine permit application had yet been submitted, so EPA 
was analyzing its own hypothetical mine scenarios without knowing the actual terms of the 
Pebble Mine proposal, including measures to mitigate potential environmental impacts.20 Such a 
premature and speculative analysis cannot possibly comply with the Information Quality 
Guidelines, and in particular its requirement of utility as measured by the "usefulness of the 

18 House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (OGR), /{The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Unprecedented 404(c) Action in Bristol Bay, Alaska," (OGR Report), November 4, 2105, p. 5, at 
b.tJP.§.J/.9.Y..?.L'.?.isht.house.gov/wr:Hontent/..~oloads/2015/11/Sristol-Bav-Pebble-Mine-Statf-Findings-Nov-2015-
FinaLodf. 
19 

See, 33 C.F.R. 323.6(b) 
20 

EPA asserts that it has based two of these hypotheticals on preliminary PLP filings concerning the project. BBWA 
ES-10. However, in addition to being preliminary and possibly outdated, these documents also leave many details 
unaddressed, so the agency engaged in significant gap filling. For example, the agency assumes that conventional 
mining practices would be used rather than state-of-the art practices. BBWA ES-10-12. 
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information to the intended users."21 It also fails the test of being "accurate, reliable and 
unbiased," and "the best available science," as is required of highly influential information.22 

Two of the agency's three speculative mine scenarios were unrealistically massive
strawmen to be knocked down under the CW A's requirements. The third scenario was more 
realistic but still very different than what PLP asserted it was planning to submit ( and indeed 
quite different than the actual permit application that has since been submitted). The BBWA 
itself concedes that "[t]he scenarios are not mine plans: they are not based on a specific mine 
pem1it application and are not intended to be the detailed plans by which the components of a 
mine would be designed." Further, the BBWA states that "[t]he exact details of any future mine 
plan for the Pebble deposit or for other deposits in the watershed will differ from our mine 
scenarios."23 Essentially the EPA stacked the deck with hypothetical mine scenarios highly 
unlikely to get a permit. It was on these hypothetical mine scenarios that the BBW A was based. 

One BBWA peer reviewer noted that "because of the hypothetical nature of the approach 
employed, the uncertainty associated with the assessment, and therefore the utility of the 
assessment, is questionable."24 Another said that "[t]here are both technical and process issues 
that must be addressed before this risk assessment can be considered complete or of sufficient 
credibility to be the basis for a better understanding of the impacts of mining in the Bristol Bay 
watershed."25 Needless to say, an assessment replete with hypothetical and/or missing details 
fares poorly under the Information Quality Guidelines, particularly as it relates to being 
"accurate," "reliable," and "complete."26 It also falls well short in "the usefulness of the 
information to the intended users."27 

EPA staff assured these and other peer reviewers that the BBW A is "intended as a 
background scientific document rather than a decision document. "28 Thus, the agency essentially 
conceded that the analysis was too premature and incomplete to be useful for decision-making 
purposes. Nonetheless, the agency engaged in bait and switch, allaying peer reviewer concerns 
about the utility of the BBWA by saying that it would not be a decision document but later using 
it for precisely that purpose. 

The State of Alaska raised similar concerns. One state official noted in a letter that "if 
EPA deems a review under Section 404( c) of the Clean Water Act is needed, that review should 
be conducted in conjunction with a pending permit application where actual activities and 
potential disposal sites are clearly specified, not in the abstract as it will be in this assessment 
process."29 That same official later concluded that the BBW A "would have much more scientific 

21 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 

22 
Ibid., p. 22. 

23 BBWA, pp. 6-1. 
24 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Report: External Peer Review of EPA's Draft Document," 
(Final Peer Review Report), September 17, 2012, p. 22. 
25 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Peer Review Follow-On Comments on the April 2013 Draft of An Assessment 
of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska, 2013," p. 34. 
26 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 
27 

Ibid. 
28 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Response to Peer Review Comments, May 2012 and April 2013 
Drafts,"(Response to Peer Review Comments), p. 35. 
29 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to Richard Parkin, EPA, Aug. 8, 2011. 
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credibility within the context of an actual defined proposal."30 The Alaska Attorney General and 
other state officials concluded that "the watershed assessment, and now the proposed 
determination which relies on the assessment, draw speculative conclusions about potential 
impacts from a hypothetical mine."31 Impacted state governments usually play a very important 
role contributing information to the project approval process, but Alaska was largely bypassed in 
this case. 

The Army Corps of Engineers-statutorily the lead agency on CW A permits under 
section 404-flatly declined to participate in EPA' s process of developing the BBW A, informing 
the agency that "at this time, the Corps has not received a pennit application for this project and 
is therefore unable to evaluate the impacts of potential discharges associated with the Pebble 
Deposit."32 The Corps further explained that it "has not yet begun the public interest review and 
evaluation process, and it would be premature to submit any information for the record at this 
time."33 It is unheard of for a de facto final decision to be made on such a project permit without 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Thus, several BBW A peer reviewers, the State of Alaska, and the Am1y Corps of 
Engineers all raised serious doubts about the utility of EPA' s premature and speculative exercise. 

Beyond the potential for mischaracterization and exaggeration of the scope of the mine, 
the BB WA also failed to include the full range of mitigation measures that would have been 
specified in the permit application. An important component of the section 404 process is the use 
of mitigation measures, should a project pose a risk to the health of waters and ecosystems. 
Absent a pennit application, the EPA had no idea what these mitigation measures might entail, 
so the agency simply assumed there were none beyond a relative few conventional ones that the 
agency concluded to be inadequate. One peer reviewer, while acknowledging potential adverse 
environmental impacts, noted that the BBWA "did not consider whether there are any methods 
that could effectively minimize, mitigate or compensate for these impacts."34 Once again, the use 
of assumptions in the place of actual data and analysis greatly undercuts the utility of the 
BBWA. 

For its part, the EPA conceded that the BBW A did not include all such mitigation 
measures, stating that "any formal determinations regarding compensatory mitigation can only 
take place in the context of a regulatory action. The Bristol Bay Assessment is not a regulatory 
action, and thus a complete evaluation of compensatory mitigation is outside the scope of the 
assessment."35 Thus, the agency's response to peer reviewer concerns about the adequacy of the 
mitigation discussion was to acknowledge serious gaps but promise that those gaps would be 
filled ahead of any "regulatory action." This proved not to be the case as the BBW A became the 
primary document on which the agency's action was based. 

30 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to EPA, (July 23, 2012). 
31 

Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, et al., to Gina McCarthy, Administrator, EPA, and Dennis 
Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, Sept. 19, 2014. 
32 

Letter, Col. Christopher Lestochi, Commander, Army Corps of Engineers Alaska District, to Dennis Mclerran, 
Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, March 14, 2014. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Final Peer Review Report, p. 13. 
35 

BBWA, Appendix J. 
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Coupled with EPA' s equally pessimistic assumptions that a great deal of contaminants 
would escape from the mine, such as the assumption that fully 50 percent of waste rock leachates 
would enter nearby waters,36 the EPA's built-in assumption of inadequate mitigation measures 
virtually sealed the fate of any agency 404( c) decision based upon the BBW A. But in so doing, 
EPA violated the requirements of the Information Quality Guidelines. 

B. The Process By Which the BBWA Was Developed Violates the Information Quality 
Guidelines 

The fact that the BBW A was an analysis of agency-generated hypothetical mine 
scenarios, rather than the real thing as specified in a pennit application, is reason enough for it to 
be suspect under the Information Quality Guidelines. Such hypotheticals may be justified when 
they are the "best available science," but in this case EPA has not explained why it could not 
have waited and reviewed the actual pennit application and supporting documentation once it 
was filed. Timing issues notwithstanding, the biased process by which EPA developed the 
BBWA also gives reason to reject it, especially under the Information Quality Guideline's 
provisions regarding objectivity. 

1. Bias Throughout the Process of Developing the BBW A 

The bias against the mine was evident at the very outset of the process leading to the 
BBWA. A 2015 House Oversight and Government Reform Committee report uncovered 
numerous EPA documents and actions revealing a pre-determined goal of a 404( c) veto well 
before the commencement of the assessment.37 

Several career staff, many of whom would later work on the BBWA, expressed a clear 
intent of stopping the mine and using 404(c) to do so. For example, EPA Region 10 employee 
Phil North, who later became a technical lead on the BBWA, expressed support for a mine veto 
beginning in 2009. 38 North communicated with several other EPA employees about using a 
preemptive veto under 404(c), frequently sending (as well as receiving) comments treating this 
option as a foregone conclusion.39 This also included Richard Parkin, who would later become 
the BBWA team leader.40 

The early-stage bias also extended to the 2010 petition from several Alaska tribes that 
initiated the 404( c) process and the BBW A. Documents clearly show active participation by 
North and other self-avowed Pebble critics within the agency, including agency help in drafting 
the petition.41 Nonetheless, it was this petition that the agency relied upon as justification for 
moving forward with the assessment and doing so ahead of the actual mine permit application 
and standard NEPA review process. In effect, the agency was petitioning itself to unilaterally 
block the Pebble Mine and thus create the BBW A at issue here. 

36 BBWA, p. ES-30. 
37 OG R Report, pp. 5-18 
38 OGR Report, pp. 7-8. The OGR Report notes that North was uncooperative with the Committee during its 

investigation and that the full extent of his actions in support of a preemptive section 404(c) veto is not known. 
39 OGR Report, pp. 7-8, 12-13, 18-19. 
40 OG R Report, p. 5. 
41 OGR Report, pp. 9-13. 
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There is also evidence that the agency started working on its response to the petition 
before the petition was even filed. This includes a paper discussing the agency's options to such 
a petition that was heavily slanted towards choosing the option of a 404( c) veto, including a 
Region 10 Aquatic Resources Unit suggestion that the mine "should be vetoed in the end."42 

These and other early examples of bias led the Committee to conclude that "EPA planned 
to halt mining activity in Bristol Bay well before receiving petitions from local tribes," and that 
the agency "helped draft the tribal petition that the agency later claimed to have relied on."43 The 
evidence of agency pre-determination before the BBW A process had begun raises serious doubts 
that the subsequent final product meets the definition of objectivity. 

2. Selective Use oflnputs in Developing the BBW A 

The EPA launched its scientific assessment in February of 2011 and with it the process of 
deciding which data to include and which to exclude. North and his EPA colleagues-whose 
documented anti-mine advocacy led the agency to this assessment-served as information 
gatekeepers. The non-EPA contributors were no less biased. Even those with stridently anti-mine 
positions were not disqualified from holding the pen, such as Alan Boraas, who authored an 
appendix to the BBW A despite having written op-eds with titles like "Murkowski Risks Salmon 
for Gold Mine," in which he suggested that the mine would result in "a little mercury in your 
wild salmon .... " 44 Not surprisingly, nearly all of the information relied upon can be traced back 
to individuals and organizations opposed to the mine. 

There was also bias in EPA outreach. Environmental groups and individuals opposed to 
the mine had substantial access to EPA officials and others involved in developing the BBW A, 
while mine officials and other potential supporters were largely excluded. Similarly, Alaskan 
tribes opposing the mine met with then-EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson while tribes supporting 
the mine were denied a similar meeting. 45 

Anti-mine groupthink was pervasive among the BBW A contributors, but perhaps the 
most troublesome example was Ann Maest, a mine critic who contributed multiple studies and 
repeatedly conferred with other contributors to the BBW A. Maest was forced to admit that she 
had engaged in multiple instances of fraud in her capacity as an expert witness in the case of 
Danziger v. Chevron Corp, in which Chevron was accused of causing large-scale environmental 
pollution at a facility in Ecuador. 46 In response, EPA staff excised all direct references to her 
work but did not attempt to remove her substantive contributions to the BBW A. 47 

42 
Environmental Protection Agency, "Options for EPA Involvement In Mining Activity In The Bristol Bay 

Watershed," 2010, p. 7. 
43 

OGR letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy (OGR Letter), November 4, 2015, p. 2, 
bttP..?..Jl.9.Y..?L'.?.l ght, house .gov /wp-content/..~l DI oads/2015/11/2015-11-04-JC-CL-JJ-to-McCa rthv-E PA-Bri stoi-Bav-d ue-
11-18. pdf. 
44 See Alan Boraas, /{Murkowski Risks Salmon for Gold Mine," Anchorage Daily News, Dec. 1, 2005. 
45 

OG R Report, p. 16. 
46 Witness Statement of Ann Maest, Chevron Group v. Danziger, Case No. 1:11-cv-00691-LAK, Dkt. 1007-1 (S.D.N.Y 
Apri. 12, 2013). 
47 Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 49-50. 
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As discussed previously, several reviewers had raised the issue of the hypothetical and 
speculative nature of the analysis and the inadequacies of the discussion about mitigation. The 
EPA did not address these concerns, except to say that the BBW A was not a decision document, 
and that the agency would address these and other outstanding issues in a future regulatory 
proceeding.48 That did not tum out to be the case. 

Conspicuously absent from consideration was the large body of work intended to be part 
of the exhaustive EIS process under NEPA conducted for PLP by a range of experts.49 The EPA 
has not provided any justification why the agency excluded this data. While the Information 
Quality Act's focus is on preventing the use of poor quality data, agencies also thwart its goals 
by failing to use potentially good data, as appears to be the case here. Of course, this excluded 
data must meet the same information quality standards as any other relied upon by the EPA, but 
there is no indication that the agency made any determination that it did not. As a result of this 
exclusion, many important details about the mine were never considered by EPA staff in the 
development of the BBWA, such as the extensive analysis of potential environmental mitigation 
measures conducted by a number of consultants for PLP. 50 

Thus, at least some of the "best available science" was likely absent from the BBW A, 
and the record was far from "unbiased" and "complete." Further, given the requirement under the 
weight-of-evidence approach to consider "all relevant information," the EPA violated its 
information quality provisions applicable to highly influential information by categorically 
excluding this extensive analysis. 

The one-sided nature of the inputs to the BBWA led the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform to conclude that the EPA "failed to conduct an impartial, fact-based 
review of the proposed Pebble Mine .... "51 

3. Limited Peer Review throughout the BBWA Process 

Throughout the development of the BBW A, the EPA engaged in a process it called peer 
review, but simply calling it that does not comply with EPA's Peer Review Handbook, which the 
agency incorporated into its Information Quality Guidelines. 52 At several stages, EPA staff 
limited opportunities for public participation, particularly after greatly expanding the BBW A 
draft midway through the process. EPA also improperly interfered with peer reviewers on 
numerous occasions,53 which the agency itself documented in its Final Peer Review Report. 54 

Despite a limited peer review process, reviewers raised a number of objections. For 
example, one reviewer said that "some of the comments read like editorial opinions rather than 

48 
Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 31, 35, 39, 47, 111, 114-115, 165. 

49 See, Pebble Limited Partnership, Environmental Baseline Document, b.ttP.~_://pebbleresearch.com/document/ 
so PLP, "Comments of the Pebble Limited Partnership on EPA Region lO's Proposed Determination Pursuant to 

Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act Regarding the Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," September 19, 2014, 
pp. 40-46. 
51 

OG R Letter, p. 1, 
52 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 11. 
53 

EPA Peer Review Handbook, 4
th 

ed., 2015, at 86, at tt.tP.~.:.f /www.epa.g9.y/9_~_a/peer-review-handbook--4th
edft!on--20l5. 
54 Final Peer Review Report, pp. 3-4. 
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reporting scientific results."55 Another said "the report lacks impartiality.56 These and other peer 
reviewer concerns were largely dismissed by the agency. 

IV. Recommendation of Corrective Action 

For the reasons stated above, the BBWA is in need of numerous corrections, and the 
proposed determination should be revised to reflect the corrected BBWA. However, given the 
number and extent of Infonnation Quality Guidelines failures, the best course of action would be 
for the EPA to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination in their entirety and instead 
participate de nova in the ongoing Army Corps of Engineers-led EIS process under NEPA. In 
other words, the information quality provisions are best served by the EPA going back to 
participating in the process way it had done for decades. 

This option still gives the EPA the opportunity to weigh in on the Pebble Mine, only this 
time the agency would have before it a specific permit application showing exactly the details of 
the proposed project, including mitigation measures. The EPA would also have the benefit of full 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers, other federal agencies, the State of Alaska, and 
other interested parties who had limited or no input in the development of the BBW A. The 
agency would also have access to a much larger body of research and analysis from which to 
judge the project. 

The State of Alaska, while describing EPA' s BBW A and proposed determination as 
"premature, speculative, without precedent, illegal in terms of both process and substance, and 
unnecessary," stated that "a more appropriate alternative ... would be to announce EPA's 
concerns so they could inform the [NEPA] permitting process and wait to see ifEPA's concerns 
are adequately addressed through the permitting process, with due deference to the regulatory 
criteria, expertise, and experience of other agencies with jurisdiction in the specific subject 

57 matter." · 

Indeed, for purposes of the information quality requirements, the EIS process will be 
everything that the BBW A was not-a comprehensive, inclusive, and extensively vetted analysis 
of the Pebble Mine project as proposed. This option would also further the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute's goal of federal agency actions rooted in the law and based on the best 
available evidence. 

It is important to emphasize that in the course of the EIS process, the EPA would still 
have the opportunity to make its own detern1ination under 404( c ), but now that determination 
would be a well-informed one rather than one based on the speculative, premature, and likely
biased BBW A. Regardless of the outcome of this more rigorous and extensive pennitting 
process, it would better comport with the Information Quality Act than the BBW A. 

55 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Wobus et. al," 
2012, p. 4. 
56 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Chambers and 
Higman," 2012, p. 16. 
57 Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, to Dennis Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 
10, April 29, 2014. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Lieberman 
Senior Fell ow 
ben.lieberman@cei.org 
202-331-1010 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
13 10 L Street, NW J1h Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Ben Lieberman will also serve as an organizational point of contact for this request. 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 10:28:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 
ATT00001.txt 
2019 07 17 Ur to EPA re 404(c) PD vFinaLpdf 

FYI - Did not see you on the email list for the latest incoming on the PD withdrawal. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 6:05 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie 
<Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Godsey, Cindi <Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Murphy, 
Stacy <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Gordon, Brittney <Gordon.Brittney@epa.gov>; Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov>; 
Wilson, Wenona <Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 

Using Suzanne's list to distribute this. Erik - please hit up those I have missed. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Brian Litmans <blitmans@trustees.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 2:39 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 

Dear Administrator Hladick, 

I apologize for sending multiple emails. The version I preciously sent errantly omitted an organization, Earthworks. Attached, 
please find the corrected version of the letter prepared by Trustees for Alaska on behalf of Audubon Alaska, Cook lnletkeeper, 
Earthworks, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, Friends of McNeil River, McNeil River Alliance, National Parks Conservation 
Association, National Wildlife Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Sierra Club regarding the Proposed 
Determination for the Pebble Mine. If you or any members of your staff have any questions, they can contact me at their 
convenience. 

Sincerely, Brian Litmans 

Brian Litmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
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Trustees for Alaska 
1026 W. 4th Ave., Suite 201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
office (907) 433-2007 
fax (907) 276-7110 
blitmans@trustees.org 

We use the law to protect and defend Alaska's lands, waters, wildlife, and people. 

We recognize that we live and work within the traditional lands of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska, and that our offices are located on the 
traditional territories of the Dena'ina Peoples. We acknowledge the place-based knowledge of these peoples, and are grateful for their 
ancestral and current stewardship of these lands. 

The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that you have received this email message in error, 
please email the sender at blitmans@trustees.org. 

*please consider the environment before printing 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Tallent, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=SE37839F989C407E872887B4F0CF11 CS-TALLENT, RO] 
Sent: Wed 2/20/2019 9:51 :04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 
RFC 19001 interim 1 021319.pdf 

Hi Palmer, 

My bad. I realize now that I was supposed to forward this to you already. Please see attached. It is a simple response that buys us 
some more time to craft our position. 

Thanks for all you do! 

bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 4:43 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin/Robert 

Has the interim response gone out to CEI? If so can you forward the final signed letter? If not, can you indicate when you expect it 
to go out? 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:32 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thanks for letting me know! 
If it's all the same to you, allow me to shift this to Thursday so that we can meet when you're back on campus. I also wanted to 
introduce you to my colleagues here in EQMD, Bob Tallent, who will be shepparding this IQG request through the process. 
Thanks, Palmer! 
Kevin 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin - I'm teleworking tomorrow and can call into this meeting or we can push to Thursday when I'm back in the office. 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Kirby, Kevin 
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Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer; Tallent, Robert 

Subject: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

When: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 2:00 PM-2:45 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: DCRoomWest6340K-10pp/DC-CCW-OEI 

Gents, 
The purpose of this meeting is to catch-up on the backstory to the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 

Thanks! 

Kevin 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Ben Lieberman 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
!3 JO L Street NW: 7th Floor 
',\\1shington. DC 20005 

Dear ~Ar. Lieberman: 

This letter addresses concerns expressed in your letter lo the Environmental Protci:tion Agency on June 
27, 20 l 9, regarding a status update provided tn you on June 20, 2019 on your submi1ted Request for 
Correction ( RFC # l. 90U ! )f 11 dated November l 4, 2018, regarding the 20 l 4 Bristol Bay \\/atcrshed 
Assessment l BB\VAL 

''(our request fix correction asked that EPA substantially correct or \vithdnnv the BBWA and the 2014 
Pruposcd Dcierminatinn issued under section 404(c) of the Clean \\'atcr Act { C\VA) frff the use of the 
Pebble L}cposit Arca in Southwest Alaska. and that EP/\ participate in the ongoing Army Corps of 
!::ngineers-lcd Environmental [mpact Stalt:mem { EIS) process under the National Environmental Po!ky 
Ac! (NEPi\) \Vtth n:spcct to the Pebble l'vlinc. 

On July :10. 2019, EPA Region JO Administrator Chris Hladick withdrev-, the 2014 Proposed 
Dctcrrninat.ion 111 , ;\s stated in the \Vithdrawa! notice, EPA is participating in the ongoing Anny Corps of 
Enginecn-led EIS process under NEPA in co1mection \vith the CW/\ section 404 permitting process for 
the Pcbbk: \line. As part of that process. the Corps is considering an extensive set of data and 
infnrmal1on. induding infonnalion that expands and updutes the information in the BB\VA. 

These recent actions by EPA and lhe exH:·nsive Corps LJS process make unnecessary any further action 
in response lo your request for correction, I<:PA remains con1mittcd to the guidelines established hy 
0\1B fiJr maximizing the quality, intcgriiy, objectivity and reproducibility of infonnation we 
disseminate to the public 

1 httpsJ\,\V\V,cpa.go\/bristolbay/notilication-decision-·withdrn,v-prnposcd-dctcrmination-restrict-use
area-disposal-sitc 
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Thank you for your interest in EPA's information quality. 

ED_002890_00061008-00002 

Sinccrdy. 

v----J ,._.,) ~----z 

Vaughn Noga 
Chief lnfrmrn1tion ()Hiccr 
and Deputy Assistant Administrator of 

Environmental Information 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, 
KEVIN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 4:45:10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 
Draft response RFC19001 050819 v3 (tb).docx 
RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 
RFC 19001 interim 2 06202019 0.pdf 
Bristol Bay Request for EPA's response to the RFC.pdf 

FYI. .. 
The saga continues. 

-----Original Message----
From: Holloman, Vincia 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 12:20 PM 
To: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Hi: 

Attached is background information for the discussion on Bristol Bay. the last attachment is the letter 
received from Ben Lieberman from Competitive Enterprise Institute dated June 27, 2019. Based on the 
CMS control, response is due today. In the letter, Mr. Lieberman challenges the last interim response 

__ that_EQMD_ issued_on_ June 2_1_,_ 2019_without_specifyin_g__the _date_ for response_to_ the_ RFC. ___ We_ were·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Looking forward to your decision on the path forward 

Vincia 

Vincia C. Francis-Holloman 
Director, 
Enterprise Quality Management Division 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs WJCW 6340D 
1200 PA Ave. NW, 2821T 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel: (202) 564 5176 

"Quality means doing it right when no one is looking." Ford 
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-----Original Message----
From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Shenefiel, Pam <shenefiel.pam@epa.gov>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Hi Pam, 

This letter from Competitive Enterprise Institute is the reaction by the IQG requester of RFC #19001 
concerning an interim response (attached, see RFC 19001 i,Q1~0!D.2 . .2.CQY.!<J~g __ !<?.Jh..~.!D._Q_!:1_~-~-n-~ __ 2-.QL2-QJ_§l __________________ , 
~-~9-<!~<!i_n_g __ tb_8-iF._i?.F.!~t_o._l __ ~_<!Y._,N~!~~~-~~-<!._6?.?.~-~~rn~.Q! __ ~8-9.~~-~tl Ex. 5 De I i be rat iv e Process (DP) i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- } 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

EQMD IQG processing staff 

-----Original Message----
From: Shenefiel, Pam 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:26 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

I just assigned this to EQMD. What is the status? 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 4:43 PM 
To: Shenefiel, Pam <shenefiel.pam@epa.gov>; Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>; Auby, 
Susan <Auby.Susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Control AX-19-000-6380 has been assigned to your office on 7/18/19 4:43 PM by Kevin Haywood. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-6380 
Control Subject: Reading File - November 14, 2018 Request for Correction Number 19002 Pertaining to 
the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
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From: Lieberman, Ben 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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June 27, 2019 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 
Administrator 

COMPETITIVE 
ENTERPRISE 
INSTITUTE 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington. DC 20460 

Re: November 14, 2018 Request for Correction Number 19002 Pertaining to the Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment 

Dear Administrator Wheeler: 

On November 14, 2018, the Competitive Enterprise Institute filed a Beguest for 
Correction (RSC) regarding the Environmental Protection Agency's Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment (BBWA) and consequent agency action that effectively rejected the Pebble Mine 
project in Alaska. As discussed in the request, the BBWA fell weH short of the standards set out 
in the Information Quality Act and your agency's implementing guidelines. What made this 
request fairly unique is that your agency compiled the BBW A and used it to reject the project 
before the Anny Corps of Engineers had commenced its far more rigorous Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process pursuant to law under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). In other words, EPA's actions pre~emptcd a process that conforms much more closely 
to the requirements of the Information Quality Act. 

On March 20, 2019, we sent you a letter reiterating our strong interest in resolving this 
issue, especially in light of the fact that the Army Corps of Engineers' assessmenJ of the Pebble 
Mine project was now underway. That assessment is indeed proving itself to be everything the 
BBWA was not in terms of meeting both the procedural and substantive requirements of the 
Information Quality Act. Nonetheless, the NEPA process may be derailed by EPA's actions 
prejudging the outcome and poter1tially rendering it moot 

The most recent communications from your agency regarding CEl's request were a 
February 13, 2019 letter promising to respond to the petition by June 21, 2019, followed by 
another letter dated June 20, 2019 stating that an unspecified additional amount of time will be 
needed. This is unacceptable. We now reiterate our strong interest in the immediate resolution of 
this matter. 

We would also note that on April 24, 2019, The Office of Management and Budget 
issued a Memorandum, "Improving Implementation of the Information Quality Act.'' This 
administration-wide Memorandum included the procedural requirenient that .. agencies will not 
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June 20, 2019 

M PORT 

Ben Lieberman 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
1310 L Street, 7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Lieberman: 

This letter is to provide you with a status update to your Request for Correction (RFC# 19001) received 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on November 14, 2018. In your RFC, you cite 
concerns about the quality of the 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. The issues you raised are 
still under consideration by the EPA and relate to ongoing processes. 

ED_002890_00061014-00001 

Sincerely, 

Vincia Holloman, Director 
Enterprise Quality Management Division 
Office of Enterprise I nformatfon Programs 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 5/22/2019 10:00:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Thanks, Erik! Per our conversation and conversation with Donald, I'm going to spend some time this afternoon with this so it's 
reflective of the options currently being evaluated in HQ so that we can get Chris up to speed. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 2:36 PM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Donald, 
Donald, 

Thanks for putting this together! 

Below is a sentence I propose in the attached draft that I would like to get some additional input on - from Ashley, Palmer or Heidi. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 12:51 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Good Afternoon All, 

Attached you will find a draft of the briefing paper developed to inform the RA regarding our meeting next on the draft response to 
CE l's RFC. I have yet to see the actual meeting created, but will check in with the RA's office to ensure that a meeting will take 
place. Please review the briefing paper to ensure I included all of the necessary items and that they are consistent with this process 
as well as the entire Bristol Bay assessment. I have also included the draft response, which I will also include in my message to the 
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RA. Please provide any comments to me as soon as you can as I need to provide this to the RA by tomorrow morning. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 

5/20/2019 1:57:05 PM 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
FYI: Letter to EPA from AK AG 

Attachments: 5-15-19 Letter to EPA re Section 404(c) of the CWA.pdf 

FYI. Matt asked OGC/ORC to draft a response. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA office of General counsel 
202-564-3189 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

?vf s. Cathy Gicssel, Senate President 
Ms. l\11ia Costello, Senator 
Mr. John Coghill, Senator 
Alaska State Legislature 
1292 Sadler \Vay 
Fairbanks, Alaska 9970 I 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite -155 
Seattle, IJVA 9810-1 -3 '140 

Dear 7vls. (riesscl, Ms. Costello, and r-.,fr. Coghill: 

OFFICE OF THE 
HEGIONAL 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Thank you for your January 7, 2019 letter to Administrator \Vhcek:r regarding the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency's July 2014 Clean Water Act (CWA-) Section 404(c) Proposed 
Detennination regarding the Pebble Deposit Area located near Bristol Bay, Southvvest AJaska, Your letter 
requests that the EPA ,vithdrai.v the July 2014 Proposed Determination and explains why you think the EPA 
should i.vithdrm.v iL Administrator Wheeler has voluntarily rccused hims·elf from matters related to the 
Pebble Deposit Area, so I arn responding to your letter. 

,As you may knovv, as pmt of a !\fay 2017 settlement agreement resoI ving lawsuits behveen the EPA and the 
Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), the EPA agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination. Furthermore, the EPA agreed that Region 10 may not forward a signed Recommended 
Detcrrnination, if such a decision is made, before either rvlay l t, 2021, or until the EPA provides public 
notice of a final Environmental hnpact Statement (EIS) issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
on PLP's CWA Section 404 permit application, whichever comes first 

In July 2017, the Agency proposed to \:Vithdraw the Proposed Determination. As part of this process, the EPA 
engaged in tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation consultations and 
solicited public comments. In January 2018, the EPA issued a notice suspending the proceeding to wilhdravv 
the Proposed Dctennination and left the Proposed Ddcrmination in place pending further consideration by 
the Agency. 

The EPA is participating as a cooperating agency \vith the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers on the 
development of an EIS fix the project under the National Environmental Policy Act The draft EIS is 
currently available fr1r public comment through iVlay 30, 20 I 9, and the EPA currently is reviewing the draft 

Thank you again for contacting the EPA. \Ve appreciate your input and remain committed to considering all 
relevant information. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Erik Peterson at (206) 553-
6382 or peterson.crik@epa.gov. 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Schofield, Kate[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=DCEE11110737 46C5928C5911 0B80F643-SCHOFIELD, KA TE] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 12:44:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: draft IQA Petition response 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielolJu1te@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 6:26 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: draft IQA Petition response 

I am interested in your thoughts on Erik's comment on the first page of the cover letter. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 5:25 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer ·:_:_::=:i..:...:..:..:..=.:..:...:..:...::::.c...,."'-===::.· 

Subject: RE: draft IQA Petition response 

Sure, I can address comments on the attachment tomorrow - just let me know when compiled comments are up on Share Point. 
ORD signatory will be Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielol.kate@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 5:17 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate 
Subject: RE: draft IQA Petition response 

Do you want to divide up the doc and address edits? I could do the cover letter if you want to tackle the attachment. 
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I can merge all the comments into one doc and share via onedrive. 

It would be great to be able to push a revised draft forward by COB Friday. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thoughts? 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 4:59 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: draft IQA Petition response 

Thanks for sending along. How do you want to handle revisions? I am working tomorrow and Fri, heading to a conference Sun

Thurs next week (but still working a fair amount). 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielolJu1te@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 4:54 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: draft IQA Petition response 

FYI -Heidi put her comments on top of Ashely's comments. 

Still waiting on comments from my boss John Goodin. 

I think you have seen everything else. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 3:58 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: draft IQA Petition response 

Hi Palmer -Attached is a version with edits/comments from me and Carrie. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
3/19/2019 7:38:03 PM 
Maddox, Donald [Maddox.Donald@epa.gov] 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
FW: CMS 

Attachments: BBNC Draft Response 12.20.18.docx 

Hey Don - here is that old email chain. 

Brittany K, Bennett 
Ecologist 
U5. EPA, Office of Water 
ph: 202.564.1896 
Bennett. Brittany@epa.gov 

From: Bennett, Brittany 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 1:44 PM 

To: Maddox, Donald <Maddox.Donald@epa.gov> 

Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: 

Don - no problem, and thanks for scanning their edits in for me. Attached is the revised draft with the edits 

incorporated. 

B 

Brittany K, Bennett 
Ecologist 
U5. EPA, Office of Water 
ph: 202.564.1896 
Ben nett. Britta ny(wepa .aov 

From: Maddox, Donald 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 1:28 PM 

To: Bennett, Brittany <bennetLbrittany@ep;;Lgov> 

Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: 

Oops, looping in Brian now. 

Don Maddox 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans & Watersheds 

Desk: 2.02.564. 72.07 
Email: maddox.donald@epa.gov 

From: Maddox, Donald 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 1:27 PM 

To: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: 
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Brittany- I have scanned and attached the response letter with approved edits by John G. and Brian. Need to see if you 

can make the edits and then shoot them back to us. I am guessing this probably needs to go to Wanda for CMS 

submission but not sure. I have cc'd Brian to correct me on the process. I am leaving early today at 2:30 pm so if there 

is any way Brittany that you can get this back by at least 2:15 pm then I will be around to receive. The response letter 

with edits is first on the scan and then the original request. 

Thanks, 

Don 

Don Maddox 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans & Watersheds 
Desk: 202..564.7207 

Email: rr1addox.donald(p)epa.gov 

From: DC-WJC\AJ-74B-M@epa.gov <DC-WJCW-7413-tv4@lepa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 12:24 PM 

To: Maddox, Donald <Maddox.Donald@.epa.gov> 
Subject: 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 2/27/2019 10:09:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay NEPA 404 Leadership Update Planning 
Bristol Bay Presentation Daiwin Feb.2019.pdf 

Final presentation attached. 

Pam is adding this to the calendar invite now. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 1:27 PM 
To: David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov) <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, 
Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay NEPA 404 Leadership Update Planning 
Importance: High 

David, 

Patty, Ashley and would like to send the slides as final with slide 22 as below. Is this ok with you? 

I plan on sending the new final version, with slide 22 as below, ASAP but no later than COB today because DC is printing copies in 
the morning. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2019 3:05 PM 

To: David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov) <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay NEPA 404 Leadership Update Planning 

David, Patty, Ashley, Palmer and Cara, 

Please review changes to slide 17 and 22 at the attached link. Slide 17 includes two additional issues (scope and FA). Slide 22 

includes changes to timing, audience and decision maker. I filled in the decision column because it seemed to make more sense to 

me to write it that way, but of course fine to change based on your review. 

My current understanding of agenda, notes and meeting outcomes is as follows. 

• We have talked about and are generally ok with communicating an agenda. Suggestion for an agenda: Presentation (30 

minutes), Question and Answer (10 minutes), Next Steps (20 minutes). What do you think, add an agenda to the calendar 

invite? Other option would be for David to verbally indicate an agenda given when the presentation actually starts. 

• Erik will take notes, with special focus on follow-ups to inform additional future briefings. Chris or David may mention that 

this is happening. 

• Outcome/goal will be addressed by Chris introducing the meeting and David's introduction to the presentation. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 4:00 PM 

To: David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov) <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay NEPA 404 Leadership Update Planning 

David, Patty, Ashley, Cara and Palmer 

I'm writing to share a few suggestions related to facilitating the briefing with Darwin next Thursday. What do you all think? 

1. Add an agenda to the calendar invite. For example, 25 min. for presentation, 15 min. for Q and A, and 20 min. for next 

steps. Could help to keep everyone on the same page. 
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2. Laying out expectations at the beginning. Chris or David could share that we have a notetaker and will follow-up with 

people on their questions if we don't get to them. 

3. Writing or saying the meeting's expected outcomes. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik; David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov); Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Hough, Palmer; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Subject: Bristol Bay NEPA 404 Leadership Update Planning 

When: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 1:00 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 

Where: David's Office and on the phone 

Bristol Bay NEPA 404 leadership Update Folder 

Agenda 

• Possible dry run 

• Plan for finalizing and sharing slides. Plan is to upload briefing materials to calendar invite on Feb 21 or 22. 

• Check-in on invite list 

➔ Join by Phone·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Toll number! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 

Conference :a i . 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Loca I numbers: i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex .. 6 __ Person a I __ P_rivacy __ (_P_P) ______________ ___i 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? T y Skype Web App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USE PA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, KEVIN] 
Sent: Wed 2/27/2019 2:26:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thoughtful feedback, Kate. Thanks for that! 
I'll leave it to Bob to set-up the next meeting with the whole scoping team for the week of March 11. 
I'll follow-up with the OGC team and get back to the group on how we deal with Steptoe. At this early juncture, we are handling it 

as 3rd Party correspondence, i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
[_ ______________ Ex._ 5. Deliberative_ Proc~ss _(DP) ______________ _] ' 

KjK 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 9:19 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Hi Kevin, 

It may make sense to include the full scoping team on the March 11 call, to (1) clarify the final letter signatory issue, (2) discuss if 
we need to address the third party letter from Steptoe, and (3) get feedback on the level of detail needed in the CEI letter 
responses. Palmer and I have put together a list of seven issues raised in the CEI letter, along with draft responses for a few of them 
- it would be good to know if these responses are sufficiently detailed, or if we need to provide more thorough documentation. 

That said, I'm also fine ~-~~_Ri_n._g __ i_!._t.9.._!b_e.._?.!l]~_l_!~E..&r:.q_yp __ gJ_y~_n.._!b_a..!.!"!.~~r:.~--n..g! __ l.!_1]9_~-~-~-~treme time pressure. In my mind, the big 

question at this point i 5i__ _____________ Ex._ 5 __ De Ii_ be rat_ive _Process __ ( D_P) ________________ ! 

Kate 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 12:01 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Hey Palmer, 

I saw your email and acknowledge your unavailability status until after March 11. 

Question to you and Kate: Recognizing that you two may be the primary response authors to this IQG case, I would 
suggest having a meeting of the primary authors, our RIO POC and OGC folks on the week of the 11th rather than the 
whole Scoping Team. We can circle back with the larger group once the draft response matures and there is something to 
comment on. 

Thoughts? 

KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2019 4:43:44 PM 
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To: Kirby, Kevin; Tallent, Robert 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin 

FYI - I'm out almost every day until 3/11, so please don't schedule our next Scoping Team meeting before then. At any rate my 
calendar is up to date and shows when I will be here. 

Thanks - have a great weekend. 

-Palmer 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2019 2:56 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fw: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Palmer, 

Thanks for the .ppt and the overview you offered us last week. I'll load this onto our OneDrive folder for the IQG Scoping 
Team and have Bob send out another invite for next week to the faithful just to get it on our calendars 

Good luck with your next briefing up the management chain framing the NEPA process in all this. And congratulations in 
being able to be such a part in what may arguably be one of the hottest land use / environmental protection cases of our 
time. Just think of the books you'll be able to write some day ... ! 

KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2019 1:52 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley; Nalven, Heidi; Schofield, Kate; Peterson, Erik 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin 

Attached is a briefing that we gave last July to the new director of EPA's operations office in Alaska. I touched on some 

this history with you and Bob last week. I'd be glad to walk you and Bob through this powerpoint whenever you have 

time. 

We are also preparing a more condensed briefing for Henry Darwin that provides more info on the current NEPA 

process. We can share that with you once it's done but for purposes of the pending RfC from CEI, the attached briefing is 

very relevant b/c it provides more detail on the history and the development of the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 

Also, can you go ahead and schedule the second meeting of the Scoping Team just so that gets on everyone's calendars 

with plenty of lead time? 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Kirby, Kevin 

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2019 1:05 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer 
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Subject: Re: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Hey Palmer, 

During our download on the BBW A, you mentioned a high-level briefing that you had just been working on. 

Would you be willing to share that if we left it in the confines of this IQG focus team? 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 1:43:48 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin; Tallent, Robert 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Great, look forward to it. 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:32 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thanks for letting me know! 
If it's all the same to you, allow me to shift this to Thursday so that we can meet when you're back on campus. I also 

wanted to introduce you to my colleagues here in EQMD, Bob Tallent, who will be shepparding this IQG request through 
the process. 
Thanks, Palmer! 
Kevin 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin - I'm teleworking tomorrow and can call into this meeting or we can push to Thursday when I'm back in the office. 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer; Tallent, Robert 
Subject: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 
When: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 2:00 PM-2:45 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: DCRoomWest6340K-10pp/DC-CCW-OEI 

Gents, 
The purpose of this meeting is to catch-up on the backstory to the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 

Thanks! 
Kevin 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 4:50:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Looks good. One question: I realize slide 9 is about "key" terms but what about the one below (I tried to paraphrase but let me 
know if you think it's too general). I don't feel super strongly so if you don't think it's necessary that's fine too. 

l _________ Ex. ___ 5 __ De Ii be rative __ Process _J D_P) ________ I 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 7:26 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Hi Heidi-

The draft ppt is attached for your review. Allyn Stern is also reviewing now. Erik is asking for feedback by the end of the week. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Resper, Wanda[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9B773FA 70C6A483D879ED66F65884E7 4-WRESPER] 
Sent: Tue 3/5/2019 8:39:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: 19-000-2973.pdf 
19-000-2973.pdf 

Citizen Information 

Citizen/Originator: 1 ). Allen, Thomas D. - Westowne 2, P _o_ Box 126, Liberty, MO 64069 

Constituent: 

Committee: Sub-Committee: 

Control Information 

Control Number: AX-19-000-2973 Alternate Number: 

Status: Pending Closed Date: 

Due Date: Mar 08 2019 # of Extensions: 

Letter Date: Feb 20 2019 Received Date: 

Addressee: MD-Acting Administrator Addressee Org: 

Contact Type: EML (E-Mail) Priority Code: 

N/A 

0 

Feb 20 2019 

EPA 

Normal 

Generate Control Slip 

View Correspondence 

File Code: 401_1006_a Administrative Management - Controlled and major correspondence for employees other than senior officials 

Signature: DX-Direct Reply 

CC: 

OW - Office of Water -- Immediate Office 

Signature Date: NIA 

Primary Subject: 

Instructions: 

General Notes: 

Pebble Mine Veto 

DX-Respond directly to this citizen's questions, 
statements, or concerns 

Lead Information 

ED_002890_00063560-00001 

Secondary Subject: 

Instruction Notes: 
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Lead Author: NIA 

Lead Assignments: 

Assigner Assignee Office 

Jacqueline Leavy R10 R10 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 

Supporting Assignments: 

Assigned Due Date 

02/21/2019 03/08/2019 

Completed 

NIA 

Instructions 

DX-Respond directly to this citizen's questions, 
statements, or concerns 

Assigner Assignee Office Assigned Date 

No records found. 

History 

Action By Office Date Aetion 

Jacqueline Leavy OEX 02/21/2019 Assign R 10 as lead office 

Comments 

Commentator Date Comments 
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Thu Feb 21 08:35:36 EST 2019 
"Hope, Brian" <Hope.Brian@epa.gov> 
FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine Veto 
To: "CMS.OEX" <cms.oex@epa.gov> 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 3:37 PM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine Veto 

Mr. Wheeler, 

Now that a clean DEIS has been released, is there any chance you will resume the lift process after you are confirmed considering the 
EPA is a participating agency in the NEPA process? Good luck at your confirmation hearing, and wow, the Republican Senators 
threatening your confirmation over big corn and big oil is ridiculous, as I have said before, you are well suited for the job. I still have yet 
to hear your position on Pebble, whatever that may be, I know it is a touchy subject for the EPA, but it shouldn't be. The Obama 
administration issued the illegal BBWA, not you. I respect your opinion regardless what you decide, if you have time I'd love to hear 
from you, I know you are busy. Also, correct me if I'm wrong here, but you could resume the lift process, and still make a determination 
based on the Final EIS correct? 

Stay well, 

Tom Allen 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone:l_ ___________ Ex. 6 ____________ j 

Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 5:14:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Thanks for your review, Heidi! I appreciate it. That makes sense to me. I added it. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 8:53 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 11:51 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Looks good. One question: I realize slide 9 is about "key" terms but what about the one below (I tried to paraphrase but let me 
know if you think it's too general). I don't feel super strongly so if you don't think it's necessary that's fine too. 

! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 7:26 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Hi Heidi-

The draft ppt is attached for your review. Allyn Stern is also reviewing now. Erik is asking for feedback by the end of the week. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks! 
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Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: A.x:~19-000~2365 
Printing Date: February 01, 2019 

Citizen information 

Citizen/Originator: Giessel, Cathy 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature 

Address: 1292 Sadler Way, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Costello, Mia 
Organization: 

Address: 

Coghill, John 
Organization: 

Address: 

Alaska State Legislature 

1292 Sadler Way, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Alaska State Legislature 

1292 Sadler Way, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Constituent: N/A 

Committee: NIA Sub-Committee: 

Control Information 

Control Number: 
Status: 
Due Date: 
letter Date: 
Addressee: 
Contact Type: 
Signature: 

AX-19-000-2365 

Pending 

Feb 15, 2019 

Jan 7, 2019 

MD-Acting Administrator 

L TR (Letter) 

Alternate Number: 
Closed Date: 
# of Extensions: 
Received Date: 
Addressee Org: 
Priority Code: 

RA-R 10-Regional Administrator Signature Date: 
- Region 10 

NIA 

NIA 
N/A 

0 

Jan 31, 2019 

EPA 

Normal 

NIA 

File Code: 301 ____ 1051 ___ a Records of Senior Officials - Historically significant records of senior officials 

Subject: Reading File - Request to Withdraw the Proposed Determination of the U.S. EPA Region 10 

Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 

Instructions: 
Instruction Note: 

RA-R 10-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 10 

N/A 

General Notes: NIA 
State-Tribal CNTL: Yes 

CC: OCIR - Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 

OW - Office of Water -- Immediate Office 

Lead Information 

lead Author: N/A 

lead Assignments: 

Instruction: 
RA-R 10-Prepare draft response for signature by the Regional Administrator for Region 10 

Page 1 of 2 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: AX~19~000~2365 
Printing Date: February 01, 2019 

lead Assignments: 

Instruction: 

CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response 

for RA review and signature no later than 02/15/2019. OERA is the primary responding office. 

ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G

Drive CMS folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R10-0RA@epa.gov that a CMS is 

ready for the RA's review & signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. Remem

ber the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 

about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle 

Pirzadeh. 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 

Supporting Assignments: 

History 

Pamela Gahner R10 

Pamela Gahner R10 

Comments 

ED_002890_00063811-00002 

Accepted the group assignment 

Assign R10-OERA as lead office 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 8:02:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Sorry, yes, just sent that correction to Allison. The Aug 9 date is the date the Corps posted the letter on line, which was my error. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:59 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Also meant to mention that this draft continues to reference an Aug. 9 Scoping Letter. Letter is actually dated June 29. See 
attached. 

•• 

From: Allnutt, David 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:36 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

My thoughts: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:09 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

I meant to add the link to general One Federal Decision (OFD) information so that everyone is aware of the terminology. 

https://www.epa.gov/sustainability/fast-41-one-federal-decision-proiect-coordination 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Agree with the cooperating agency edits . 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Patty 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:55 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thank you Ashley! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:45 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
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<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thanks, Suzanne. 

It I 00 ks Ii ke a I ot of mate ri a I ju st got de I eted. ! __________________________________ Ex.-· 5 -· D e_l _i _be rat i Ve·-process·-{_ D p) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-) 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

,-~-9-~--~~-~!.!~_f 1~Jtf ~_r--~~~Y-~-~-~--°-~.Y.!9._!~-~-! __ ~E:~-~-~9_E:9._!~-~-t~_1J.~~!.~r l __________________________ li:_~:--~--~~).!.~-~-~~!i~~--!'-t?..~~~~JC?.~1-. _______________________ j 
[ _____ Ex. __ 5 ___ D_eliberati_ve ___ Process __ (DP) _____ I 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Importance: High 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Allison, 

Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 

ED_002890_00063954-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 

Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 

concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 

publicly available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 

well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 

conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-.Seattle_ 
Q; 206-553-2160 ci E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) i 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 

to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 

send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 
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From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Press 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 

0: 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 
As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 d E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
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Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 
How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 
granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i, Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP).! 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 

a call at! Ex. 6 ; when you return to the office. 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Best, 
Julianna 
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Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 

l_ ___________ Ex._ 6 ____________ 1 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 7:58:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 
Pebble.062918.Scoping Letter FINAL.pdf 

Also meant to mention that this draft continues to reference an Aug. 9 Scoping Letter. Letter is actually dated June 29. See 
attached. 

•• 

From: Allnutt, David 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:36 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

My thoughts: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:09 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

I meant to add the link to general One Federal Decision (OFD) information so that everyone is aware of the terminology. 
https://www.epa.gov/sustainability/fast-41-one-federal-decision-proiect-coordination 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:02 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Patty 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:55 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 
Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thank you Ashley! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:45 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thanks, Suzanne. 

_1!_1_°-<?-~~-lj_~~--~-1-°-~-?.!_~~-terialjustgotdeleted.[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) j L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-= 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

I do want to flag for Patty and David that Lee added the followingl ______________________________ ~~-: __ ~ __ '?..':!~-~~-~t~_t}_Y._':! __ ~~?._<_?_~-~-~JQ.!'-_L_ ___________________________ J 
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[_ _______________________________ Ex._ 5 __ Del i_berative _Process_ (D_P) _______________________________ _] 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:34 AM 

To: Allnutt, David ''--'-'-!.!..!.::==-"==-==::::...:,..· Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer '-'-'--'=>.!..!.:-''--"'-'.!..!..!.!="-===:,,,.· Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Importance: High 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Allison, 

Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 

Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 
concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
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Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 

publicly available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 

well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 

conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor.tb.,1,1e_,t.=.5£ni:t/e ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter h0![P"/1~i6irfi~vr~si 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 
to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 
send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia Press 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 
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<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 c:l_Ex .. Hersonal Privacy (PP). i 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;nst 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 

As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/,.northwest · 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 
EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 
from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 
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3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Noc.thw.?.~.t:.5.?.9t.t!?._,_,_,~ 
0: 206-553-2160 C] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter} @!EP/1.northwest ' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available.to .answer.a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 

a call at [·-·-·-·-·Ex .. 6._,_, _ __jwhen you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 

L_ __________ Ex. 6 -·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 7:07:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Got it, thanks! 

David, will you have a chance to review this shortly? 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:03 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Patty 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:55 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David -'--'-'-=="-'='--'===="-· Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 
Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thank you Ashley! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:45 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzan >· tt David ·:....:.:.;====~===· Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer ·~=c:...:..:..:.....::::..:..:c.:..:...::::-=-=..,,:;;;,,r:::==· Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 
Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thanks, Suzanne. 

It looks like a lot of material just got deleted.: E 5 D I· b t" p {DP) i !-----------------------------------------------------! : x. e I e r a Ive r o c es s : 
: __ Ex. 5 _Deliberative Process (DP) _: '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

,.Lqg_'t✓-<!_l]! __ t_°-_f!<!g_f_°-~-.P._<!it_v.._?_n..9 __ 1?.?Y..i9 __ !.~?J __ ~-~~--?.9_q_~9 __ !.~~--fg!l_°-"."i ng L__ ________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De_l i be rative __ Process _ (DP ) ____________________ _i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
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Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:34 AM 

To: Allnutt, David ''--'-'-!.!..!.::==-"==-==::::.:,,.· Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer '-'-'-'=>.!..!.:-''--"'-'.!..!..!.!="-===:,,,.· Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Importance: High 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Allison, 

Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 

Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 
concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 
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From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 

publicly available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 
well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 

conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor/fJ.W..f§L_:-i.f:.rr!JLr;:..._,. 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/- @!EP/,northwest; 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 

to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 
send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Press 
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Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific No~thwr;.:i.t.~.5.r:.gtt}r;; __ ,. 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP)I 

Follow us on Twitteri-@EP/,northwes/ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 
As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor.tlrn1es.t.=.Sentt/e ____ ! 
0: 206-553-2160 C.! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwest. 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 
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How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: L.Ex .. 6.Personal Privacy (PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! -----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 

a call atl_·-·-·-·-·Ex .. 6_._,_,_._.iwhen you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 

i Ex. 6 i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
12/13/2018 9:56:02 PM 
Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
BB - Control Response to BBNC 
BBNC Draft Response 12.4.18.docx; BBNC Letter.pdf 

Hi Russ - attached is a draft response to BBNC's attached correspondence. This draft has been reviewed by OGC, ORC, 

and the staff BB team. Please review and provide back any edits by COB tomorrow if you can. It is due 12/19. 

Best, 

Brittany 

Brittany me Bennett 
Ecologist 
U.S. EPA, Office of Water 
ph: 202.564.1896 
Ben nett. Britta ny@~iepa.gov 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

~ 
~ 
~; ~ 
Enter into CMD: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:32:50 AM 

Wanda, please enter the original incoming into CMS for a response. Thank you. 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:12 AM 

To: Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Yes please. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 21, 2018, at 7:35 AM, Campbell, Ann~> wrote: 

Sure thing. Do you want a response prepared? 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

On Nov 20, 2018, at 10:32 PM, Forsgren, Lee~> wrote: 

Ann 

Can we get this into the CMS system. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

ED_ 002890_00064201-00001 

From: "Daniel L. Cheyette" ~> 

Date: November 20, 2018 at 8:01:28 PM EST 

To: ''Forsgren, Lee''~ 

Subject: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Lee, 
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ED_002890_00064201-00002 

When we last spoke in September you let us know that EPA's 

position on the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination and the 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment had not changed and 

there was no reason for the agency to reconsider those 

documents at that time. This was welcome news to us as we 

believe the BBWA was a thorough and robust document that 

accurately described the risks that large-scale hardrock 

mining would pose to the region's fisheries, economies and 

way of life, and the proposed determination was a 

reasonable measure to protect the region from these 

potential threats. 

This good work by the EPA nevertheless continues to come 

under criticism; most recently from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute which recently sent a letter to EPA 

challenging the BBWA. I am emailing you to urge EPA to 

disregard these baseless attacks on the work of the agency. 

As we have discussed in prior comments and meetings, the 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment was the product of a 

robust, thorough and peer-review led effort that lasted for 

more than two years and took into account more than a 

million public comments (EPA's response to these comments 

addressed most, if not all, of the criticisms raised in CEl's 

recent letter). 

We continue to believe that EPA is correct in its assessment 

that nothing has changed with respect to Pebble and there is 

no justification or need to take any action with respect to 

either the BBWA or the Proposed Determination. I further 

trust you would let BBNC know if anything different was 

being considered. 

As always appreciate your work and willingness to meet and 

discuss these issues which are of great importance to our 

shareholders and the Bristol Bay region. 

Regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: :_ ______________ Ex._ 6 _______________ ! 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN FRAZER] 
Sent: Tue 11/27/2018 8:02:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Palmer 

Last I heard John was going to contact Miriam. Not sure who that is but can follow up with John before I leave. 

bf 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 9:15 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian/Russ - have you heard anything more about this effort? I presumed the next step would be OEI convening a scoping 
meeting. 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 1:19 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Palmer, That will work. 

John - Palmer will be the OW rep. 

Thanks. 

bf 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:36 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian 

Per the original request below from OEI, feel free to identify me as OW's Subject Matter expert and I'd be glad to participate in the 
scoping meeting for this Request for Correction (RfC). It sounds like OW needs to pass along a name(s) by 11/21. 

I've heard from Heidi Nalven in OGC that she will be included in the scoping team for this RfC. 

And I've heard from Kate Schofield in ORD that her center director has tapped her and Glenn Suter (the two lead editors of the 
BBWA) as ORD's Subject Matter experts. 

Given RlO's deep involvement in the BBWA it makes sense for them to be a part of these effort as well. I've reached out to David A. 

I've not participated in a RfC exercise before but Kate in ORD has. It sounds like there is a process to consider these kinds of 

requests that is facilitated by OEI. 

Thanks, Palmer 
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From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:01 AM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

John, 

I'll get back with you no later than tomorrow. 

bf 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 8:49 AM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian- let me know your recommendation for POC. Trust you'll coordinate with the Region and OGC as well. I'd like to send a brief 

heads up to Lee before Monday too. 

Thanks! 

John 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Date: November 15, 2018 at 8:32:30 AM EST 

To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good Morning, 
Sharing this for your awareness - I am sure it will eventually work its way through the system. 

Thanks, 

Tina 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 5:09 PM 

To: Watkins, Stephen <watkins.stephen@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 

Cc: Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Greetings from IQG Central! 

We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment. As the primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me identify the Subject 

Matter experts for this request. Please let me know who you would like me to include in the Scoping Meeting by next 
week, Nov. 21. 

The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 

Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review assessment. 

Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: 

https ://www. fed era I register .gov/documents/ 2012/07/06/2012-16441/ noti ce-of-the-peer-revi ew-m eeti ng-for
epas-d raft-report-entitled-a n-assessm ent-of-potenti a 1-m i ni ng 
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Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Ben Lieberman fmailto:Ben.Lieberman@cei.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 11:54 AM 
To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Enclosed is an Information Quality Act Request for Correction regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. Do 

not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 

Ben Lieberman 

Senior Fellow 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(202) 331-2270 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 11/20/2018 9:52:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

Excellent. Thanks Palmer. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:29 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

FYI 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:29 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

John/Brian/Russ 

Based on the notes from Lee's 11/14 meeting with PLP, it appears that it is again "not clear at this time if the Acting Administrator 
or Henry Darwin will be the decision-maker." 

RlO has asked for clarification regarding whether the Acting Administrator is or is not recused from Pebble matters. The Region 
has indicated that it needs this clarification in order to know who to target briefing materials for and to advise the RA regarding 
who the appropriate contact is within the Administrator's office is for this project. The Region is in the midst of reviewing portions 

of the preliminary draft EIS for Pebble and the Corps/PLP have indicated that they expect to issue a draft EIS as early as January. 

Based on all of this activity, the Region is seeking clarity regarding appropriate contacts within the Administrator's office. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 

ED_002890_00064309-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 11/20/2018 5:57:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thank you! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 : __ Ex._6 Personal Privacy_(PP)_.: 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 9:42 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Here is a little bit about the process that kicks in with one of these kinds of info quality requests/petitions 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:40 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

FYI. 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:10 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

__ Ca_rri e, -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
r 202t564.7_13Q5_.offi.ce ______________ , 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
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Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:58 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thanks, Tracy. I have not seen many of these. Can you summarize the process for me? Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:50 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi, 

Thanks for the heads up. I will make sure that you are including on the scoping team for the this RFC. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 

; (202)_ 564-1305_ office ____________ ! 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:47 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Hi Tracy- I just wanted to provide you a heads up on the attached IQA petition. I am sure we will be following up with questions. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:06 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; 

Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 

Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
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Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 

Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their letter states that "[t]he BBWA 

fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble 

Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 

I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 

-Palmer 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Kaiser, Russell[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=222DA99956D24CA 197DC6F8BF4AE1 FFS-KAISER, RUSSELL] 
Sent: Tue 11/20/2018 10:27:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

Ok, I will try him tomorrow. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 20, 2018, at 5:07 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Sure that would be great. David A made the request today during one of our regular Pebble calls. 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:04 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

Palmer, 

I would recommend that Chris call Lee on this question. If you want I can give David A a call tomorrow. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Nov 20, 2018, at 4:28 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

John/Brian/Russ 

Based on the notes from Lee's 11/14 meeting with PLP, it appears that it is again "not clear at this time if 
the Acting Administrator or Henry Darwin will be the decision-maker." 

RlO has asked for clarification regarding whether the Acting Administrator is or is not recused from 
Pebble matters. The Region has indicated that it needs this clarification in order to know who to target 
briefing materials for and to advise the RA regarding who the appropriate contact is within the 
Administrator's office is for this project. The Region is in the midst of reviewing portions of the 

preliminary draft EIS for Pebble and the Corps/PLP have indicated that they expect to issue a draft EIS as 
early as January. 

Based on all of this activity, the Region is seeking clarity regarding appropriate contacts within the 
Administrator's office. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 

<Bristol Bay Meeting Notes 11.14.2018 RLK.DOCX> 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Schofield, Kate[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=DCEE11110737 46C5928C5911 0B80F643-SCHOFIELD, KA TE] 
Sent: Thur 11/15/2018 5:20:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
IQG+RFR+Process+2017 .ppt 

Not exactly, but email that Tina received asked her for contacts that need to be invited to a scoping meeting (text copied below). I 

I just E';~gh 5RKtJ•;1'ii;;a~~ii~;ite.;i; ~ ~s;; ;am(a[iil~ 5 ___ 
1 

Greetings from IQG Central! 
We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. As the 
primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me identify the Subject Matter experts for this request. Please 
let me know who you would like me to include in the Scoping Meeting by next week, Nov. 21. 
The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 
Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review assessment. 
Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 
• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2012/07 /06/2012-
16441/notice-of-the-peer-review-meeting-for-epas-draf -report-entitled-an-assessment-of-potential-mining 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:10 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Do you know what the next steps on something like this are? 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:19 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

I think so, too - after quickly I ooki ng th rough the RfC,l_ _____________________________________________ ~-~:.? __ '?.~}-~~~-~~~-~~-~~-?.~~~-sJl?.!'L ________________________________________ ___] 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
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Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:14 AM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good to know. i_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex._ 5_ Del i_berative _ P_rocess _(DP) _________________________________________________________________________________ i 
t__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. _5 _ De I i be rative Process (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

From: Schofield, Kate 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:11 AM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Just got this this morning from my center director as well - she's put Glenn and I as the subject leads, so will be interesting to see 

next steps. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:06 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 

Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 

Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 

Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their letter states that "[t]he BBWA 

fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble 

Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 

I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 

-Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 8:49 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian- let me know your recommendation for POC. Trust you'll coordinate with the Region and OGC as well. I'd like to send a brief 

heads up to Lee before Monday too. 
Thanks! 

John 
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Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Date: November 15, 2018 at 8:32:30 AM EST 

To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good Morning, 
Sharing this for your awareness - I am sure it will eventually work its way through the system. 

Thanks, 

Tina 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 5:09 PM 
To: Watkins, Stephen <watkins.stephen@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 

Cc: Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Greetings from IQG Central! 

We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment. As the primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me identify the Subject 

Matter experts for this request. Please let me know who you would like me to include in the Scoping Meeting by next 

week, Nov. 21. 

The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 

Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review assessment. 

Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: 
https ://www. fed era I register .gov/documents/ 2012/07/06/2012-16441/ noti ce-of-the-peer-revi ew-m eeti ng-for
epas-d raft-report-entitled-a n-assessm ent-of-potenti a I-m i ni ng 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Ben Lieberman fmailto:Ben.Lieberman@cei.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 11:54 AM 

To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Enclosed is an Information Quality Act Request for Correction regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. Do 

not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 
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Ben Lieberman 
Senior Fellow 

Institute 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Drinkard, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=808A6B7B65BF44 7F93DAD2F51 0FEAF61-ADRI NKAR] 
Sent: Tue 9/18/2018 1 :51 :39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Pebble Mine press query 

We elected not to respond, so no action needed on your part. Thanks. 

On Sep 18, 2018, at 9:45 AM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Andrea - just to clarify- is OW handling the response on this one or were you asking OWOW to draft something? 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 3:28 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine press query 

Got it. Review and respond it is. Thanks! 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 3:28 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine press query 

OGC sent me a copy of the letter I think you are referring to (attached). I have not heard if it was put into CMS for a 
response yet, so we have not prepared any response to it. 

From: Drinkard, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:50 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

Are you aware of this I etter? I was planning to[ ____________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De_l i be rative _Process_ (DP) ____________________________________ i 

From: Lynn, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:22 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

Andrea-

Does the earlier statement (pasted below) work for this too, or is this something different? 

Thanks, 

Tricia 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Jones, Enesta 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:18 PM 
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To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Pebble Mine press query 

From: Lee, Stephen fmailto:stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com1 

Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2018 2:16 PM 

To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov> 

Subject: Pebble Mine press query 

Hi, Enesta. 

I just heard from Americans from Tax Reform, which on Sept. 6 had sent a letter to EPA asking you to rescind the 

Obama-era proposed veto on Pebble Mine. Someone from ATR just said they expect EPA to take action "before the 

end of the month." Can you provide any timeline on that? 

Best, 

Stephen Lee 

Reporter 

Bloom~erg_Envi_ronment 

Direct: L_ __________ Ex. _6 ·-·-·-·-·-·i 
Mobile: l_ _________ Ex._ 6 _________ ! 
Twitter: @sklee_ca 

stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Paul Gosar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gosar: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http//www epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper 

ED_002890_00064977-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404(c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Doug Lamborn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lamborn: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support \Vithdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine' s impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 

Internet Address (URL)• http//www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper 

ED_002890_00064977-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 201 7 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404( c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis(@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 

ED_002890_00064977-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Andy Biggs 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Biggs: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WA fER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404(c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404( c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA' s Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@,epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 

ED_002890_00064977-00006 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Rob Bishop 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bishop: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404(c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Lamar Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 201 7, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine' s impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Bob Gibbs 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gibbs: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA' s withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404( c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA' s Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Scott DesJarlais 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman DesJarlais: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19,2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA' s withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

'b.kF~ 
D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region l 0 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable David McKinley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McKinley: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Jeff Duncan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Duncan: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA' s withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable John J. Duncan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Duncan: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 201 7, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support ·withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Randy Weber 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Weber: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine' s impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Alex Mooney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Mooney: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA' s July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Scott Perry 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Perry: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 201 7, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA' s July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

ikf~ .. 
D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Ted Yoho 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Yoho: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19,2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Mark Amodei 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Amodei: 

SEP 2 6 2016 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404( c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA' s Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman LaMalfa: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 201 7, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404( c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA' s Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Brian Babin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Babin: 

SEP 2 6 2018 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA' s 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404( c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule of law 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA's core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404(c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404(c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Roger Marshall 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Marshall: 

SEP 2 6 2018 
OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your May 3, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding 
the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska. Your letter 
references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination for the deposit 
and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's (Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requesting that EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination indicates that a 
withdrawal could address certain uncertainties that the Proposed Determination may have created for the 
review of Pebble's section 404 permit application by the Corps. Your letter also requests that the EPA 
wait until the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process "before 
deciding whether or not to let the Pebble Limited Partnership mining project proceed." 

As part of a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA's withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering any other information on the potential mine's impact to the 
region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the NEPA process and begun 
development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the 
invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the 
Corps pursuant to that schedule. 
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The EPA is fully aware of the significant public interest on this issue and will continue to seek input 
from all stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a 
permit application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide 
Pebble until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process 
before the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is 
made. The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to both the rule oflaw 
fundamental fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure 
you that this commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

Since your letter, the EPA has taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified 
with the section 404( c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA' s Office of Water to 
develop proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404( c) regulations including eliminating use of 
section 404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Lamar Smith 
Chairman, Committee on Science, 

Space, and Technology 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

OCT 1 8 20f8 

OFFICE OF WATER 

Thank you for your August 22, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Chief 
of Operations Henry Darwin regarding the Pebble gold and copper deposit site in the Bristol Bay region 
of southwest Alaska. Your letter references both the EPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) 
Proposed Determination for the deposit and the review process for Pebble Limited Partnership's 
(Pebble) December 2017 section 404 permit application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to 
develop a mine at the deposit site. 

Your letter requests that the EPA withdraw the Agency's Proposed Determination and states that 
withdrawing the Proposed Determination "will ensure that this project and future projects will receive an 
objective science-based assessment in accordance with the [Environmental Impact Statement] EIS 
process." 

As part of a May 2017 settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between the EPA and 
Pebble, the Agency agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination. In 
the EPA's July 19, 2017, notice proposing to withdraw the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
solicited public comment on three reasons to support withdrawal: 

• First, to provide Pebble with additional time to submit a Section 404 permit application to the 
Corps; 

• Second, to remove any uncertainty, real or perceived, about Pebble's ability to submit a permit 
application and have that permit application reviewed; and 

• Third, to allow the factual record regarding any forthcoming permit application to develop. 

On January 26, 2018, the EPA issued a notice announcing the Agency's decision not to withdraw the 
Proposed Determination, leaving the Determination in place pending consideration of any additional 
information. In suspending the EPA' s withdrawal of the Proposed Determination, the Agency 
considered relevant statutory authority, applicable regulations, and the input the Agency received as part 
of the tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Corporation consultations, the more than one 
million public comments received, as well as recent developments, including Pebble's submittal of a 
section 404 permit application. 

The EPA remains committed to considering all relevant information on the potential mine's impact to 
the region's fisheries and natural resources. The Corps has initiated the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) process and begun development of an EIS for the Pebble project. The EPA, at the invitation 
of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the Corps 
pursuant to that schedule. 
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Given the significant public interest on this issue, the EPA will continue to seek input from all 
stakeholders as the permitting process progresses. Neither the January 2018 decision nor the previous 
settlement agreement guarantees or prejudges a particular outcome in the permitting process or any 
particular EPA decision-making under the Clean Water Act. Now that Pebble has submitted a permit 
application, under the terms of the May 2017 settlement agreement, the EPA agreed to provide Pebble 
until May 2021, unless a final EIS is issued sooner, to advance through the permit review process before 
the EPA could move to the next step in the section 404( c) review process, if such a decision is made. 
The steps the EPA has taken demonstrate the Agency's commitment to the rule oflaw, fundamental 
fairness, and upholding the EPA' s core mission of environmental stewardship. I can assure you that this 
commitment will continue through the remainder of the process. 

The EPA has also taken additional action which may address some concerns you identified with the 
section 404(c) process. A June 2018 Memorandum directs the EPA's Office of Water to develop 
proposed revisions to the Agency's section 404( c) regulations including eliminating use of section 
404( c) before a section 404 permit application has been submitted to the Corps. The EPA is now 
considering next steps, in accordance with this Memorandum, to ensure that the Agency is exercising its 
authority consistent with the principles of due process and in a manner which provides certainty to the 
regulated community. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Denis Borum of the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Borum.Denis@epa.gov or (202) 564-4836. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Cc: Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Frithsen, Jeff[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E37 43BD6F3C345BAAAE407C 1 D6F78E92-FRITHSEN, JEFF] 
Sent: Thur 11/15/2018 2:47:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

I asked Tina to forward this to John Goodin. 

On quickly read the petition. We have heard these arguments in the past. I didn't spy anything new in my quick read. 

Jeff 

Jeffrey B. Frithsen, Ph.D. 
National Program Director 
Chemical Safety for Sustainability Research Program 
Office of Research and Development (8101R) 

. _202-564-3512~office phone) 
LEX. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_! ce 11 p h One) 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:06 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 

Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their letter states that "[t]he BBWA 
fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble 
Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 

I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 

-Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 8:49 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian- let me know your recommendation for POC. Trust you'll coordinate with the Region and OGC as well. I'd like to send a brief 
heads up to Lee before Monday too. 
Thanks! 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
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Date: November 15, 2018 at 8:32:30 AM EST 
To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good Morning, 
Sharing this for your awareness - I am sure it will eventually work its way through the system. 

Thanks, 

Tina 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 5:09 PM 

To: Watkins, Stephen <watkins.stephen@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 

Cc: Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Greetings from IQG Central! 

We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment. As the primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me identify the Subject 

Matter experts for this request. Please let me know who you would like me to include in the Scoping Meeting by next 

week, Nov. 21. 

The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 
Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review assessment. 

Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: 

https ://www. fed era I register .gov/documents/ 2012/07/06/2012-16441/ noti ce-of-the-peer-revi ew-m eeti ng-for
epas-d raft-report-entitled-a n-assessm ent-of-potenti a I-m i ni ng 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Ben Lieberman fmailto:Ben.Lieberman@cei.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 11:54 AM 

To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Enclosed is an Information Quality Act Request for Correction regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. Do 

not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 

Ben Lieberman 

Senior Fellow 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(202) 331-2270 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Akram, Assem[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1588B3A906FB4 723B9F262FC02D00F53-ASSEM, 
AKRAM] 
Sent: Fri 8/24/2018 1: 11 :57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay comment 

Yes. Absolutely. Thanks! 

Assem Akram 
Docket Manager 
EPA Docket Center 
Operated by AS Mission Services 
202-566-0226 
Akram.Assem@Epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, August 24, 2018 9:05 AM 
To: Akram, Assem <Akram.Assem@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay comment 

Thanks for getting this in the docket as a late comment 

-----Original Message-----
From: Akram, Assem 
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2018 1 :37 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay comment 

Hi, Palmer-
Here it is. 

Assem Akram 
Docket Manager 
EPA Docket Center 
Operated by AS Mission Services 
202-566-0226 
Akram.Assem@Epa.gov 

-----0 rig i n a I Message----- ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
From: Pablo Bobe [mailtoi Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 8:54 AM ' 
To: OW-Docket <OW-Docket@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

Bristol Bay, Alaska supports America's largest wild sockeye salmon fishery, generating half a billion in 
annual revenue and supporting upwards of 14,000 American jobs in the commercial and sport fishing 
industries. 
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This sustainable and robust economy is at risk from a foreign-owned mining company that wants to build 
the proposed Pebble Mine. Although Alaskans typically support resource development, more than 65 
percent of Alaskans and more than 80 percent of Bristol Bay residents oppose the proposed Pebble 
Mine. 

Alaska Native Tribes and commercial fishing business owners urged the EPA to step in to ensure that 
Pebble wouldn't jeopardize local communities, American jobs and the region's thriving economy and 
culture. 

The EPA responded by hosting dozens of community meetings, reviewing Pebble's many detailed filings 
with state and federal agencies, and conducting a twice peer-reviewed scientific assessment of the 
potential impacts to the region. 

More than 1.5 million Americans wrote to the EPA asking for strong protections for Bristol Bay. 

After years of review and input from Americans, the EPA determined that a large mine of the type and 
scale contemplated by Pebble would have huge detrimental effects on the fish, recreation and 
communities in the area, and based on this information proposed several restrictions that any mining in 
the Pebble area would have to meet. 

The mining company has said it will introduce plans for a smaller mine, but that is a red herring. A small 
mine is not economic, given the enormous infrastructure costs associated with building a 100-mile road, 
power plant, deep water port, etc. 

Withdrawing the proposed determination would fly in the face of an overwhelming majority of Alaskans 
and put the short-term interests of a foreign mining company above thousands of American jobs. 

Please stand with American jobs and communities and not withdraw the proposed determination. 
Alaskans asked for the EPA's involvement and for up-front protections for Bristol Bay's jobs and 
fisheries. 

I urge you to keep the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination in place. 

Sincerely, 

Pablo Bobe 

ny, NY 10130 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/2018 9:28:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

No, I don't know about that. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, September 07, 2018 2:21 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

Thanks for sharing. Any idea if this is going to be controlled for a response? 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2018 5:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palme < v>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi '!..!..:'--'--"-':::.!..!.:.!..!.!::.==.::::==.:,,_· 

Subject: FW: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

fyi 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2018 4:53 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

Subject: Fwd: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bennett, Tate" <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov> 
Date: September 6, 2018 at 3:37:20 PM EDT 
To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

Begin forwarded message: 
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From: Mike Palicz 
Date: September 6, 2018 at 2:35:23 PM EDT 
To: Elizabeth Tate Bennett <bennett.tate@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 
Subject: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

Tate and Mike, 

I hope you are both doing well. Attached please find a coalition letter from 15 conservative 
groups urging Acting Administrator Wheeler to rescind the proposed veto ("proposed 
determination") on Pebble Mine in Southwest Alaska. While we applaud the June memo issued by 
former Administrator Pruitt, we believe the continuing existence of the proposed veto on Pebble 
Mine still sets a precedent for future administrations and undermines the reform intended in 
Pruitt's memo. 

Please let me know if I can provide any additional information or answer any questions. 

Best, 

Mike Palicz 
Federal Affairs Manager 
Americans for Tax Reform 

722 12th Street NW I Washington, DC 20005 
[ _________ Ex. __ 6 _________ i I -'-'-'-''--'--'--'-""-"'-'-'~ I !..!.W==~!d.!...5 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Kaiser, Russell[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=222DA99956D24CA 197DC6F8BF4AE1 FFS-KAISER, RUSSELL] 
Sent: Wed 7/18/2018 1:28:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Thanks Palmer - we are just in a waiting pattern now until we hear back from Lee ... Once approved, I can forward to Yvonne and 
she can reload into the system. 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P: 202.566.0963 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
C~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 9:19 AM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Russ/Brian 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

-Palmer 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 6:58 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Pa Im er: [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. _ 5 _ De Ii be rative _ Process_ (DP)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
'·-p1s· rev1se·and-prov1de ·updated fetter to·"Bnan· solhat he ·can havesin·eta-enter ·in· system· on-Fmfay. ·-a we·here-back sooner tram·-·-·-·' 

Lee, I will ask Sineta to put into the system as Wanda is temporarily out. 

Thanks 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
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P: 202.566.0963 
Ci __ Ex. 6_Personal _Privacy (PP)_ i 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 5:55 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Brian/Russ 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

-Palmer 

From: Frazer, Brian 

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 11:58 AM 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Lee, 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Here is the new language we inserted: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
; 
; 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

If you're fine with this version, I will resubmit it to CMS for your signature. 

Thanks, 

bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 10:42 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble 
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That is great. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 16, 2018, at 7:44 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lee, 

We'll get it to you first thing in the morning. 

Thanks 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 16, 2018, at 5:18 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian, 

! ___________________________________________ Ex . ____ 5 ___ De I_ i be ra t_i_v e ___ P r o c e s_s ___ (_ D P_) _________________________________________ ! 
Regards, 
Lee 

From: John Clarke fmailto: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 3:13 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: Pebble 

Deputy Assistant Administrator Forsgren, 

I'm very concerned about former Administrator Pruitt's directive that the EPA start looking at curtailing 

its authority under section 404(c). At the same time the Pebble mine's application is moving forward to a 

draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

What are we doing to reinforce our authority under section 404 (c) to stop this monstrosity from 

happening?? And if EPA does somehow prohibit itself from vetoing a mine, what is your plan to stop 

Pebble? I'm very concerned they will just say whatever they need to the Army Corps to get a clean EIS, 

and then the calls will grow louder to lift the PD. But we have said time & again: Wrong Mine, Wrong 

Place and they won't listen! You are our only hope here. 

Looking forward to your reply. 

John 
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Message 

From: Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Sent: 3/19/2018 3:01:27 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
CC: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: as discussed-- thanks! 
Attachments: DRAFT Summary Options for Additional Public Comment.docx 

Excellent-accepted all. .. minor tweak. 

I'll ask Lee about why he wanted this version, but please hold close till we know. 

Thanks, 

John 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 10:51 AM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: as discussed-- thanks! 

Thanks John. You did a good job boiling this down to one page. I added a few points for you to consider. As you will see, 

most of my suggested edits were intended to make room for new language and keep it to one page. I am around the 

rest of today if you need anything else. 

Ccing Carrie as FYI and so she has tracking. I gave her a quick heads up. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:58 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <f\Jalven,Heidi(alepa.gov> 

Subject: as discussed-- thanks! 

If you can take a look and loop back to me before 1100a, that would be best. 

John 
202-566-1373 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 3:30:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Carrie and I are preparing records per the template approved by Matt for the meetings we have been a 
party to. It's my understand that the Region will the keeper of all of these records. David All nut is also 
preparing records for the AK trip. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 11 :04 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Ashley 

Thanks for sharing. Do we have similar notes from the various meetings that OGC leadership has had 
with stakeholders? I don't think I've seen notes in the template from Leopold's meetings with PLP or TU. 
Also, did we compile appropriate records from Leopold's AK trip? Just want to make sure we are keeping 
appropriate records in light of where this is all heading. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Message-----
From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 10:50 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, 
John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Here are the notes from the meeting. 

BBNC asked to talk to us today .. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message----
From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 7:25 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

fyi 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:45 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:44 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; 
Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

FYI 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:55:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: BB Roll Out 

Indeed. Thanks for catching that, Palmer. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobilel_Ex._6 Personal Privacy_(PP) __i 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

On Jul 30, 2019, at 7:53 AM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Folks 

OGC just passed along a copy of today's roll out plan to the BB-related announcements. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
-Palmer 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:30 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 

Wanted to make surel _____________ Ex. __ 5 _Deli_berative _Process_ (DP) ____________ i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-.Seattle -•-. 
Q· 206-553-2160 (' ! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

' ' i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

! ' ! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, 

Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

.1 .talked .to Ashley. and_ Carrie .. I. don't think. we .have the _Pen .anymore.L_·-·-·-·-·Ex .. _5_ Deliberative. Process .<□.P) ·-·-·-·-·J_._ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
! i 
! i 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
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' ' i i 

1 Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 

Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/1northwest
0 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! ' ! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
! i 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nortf:LW.f.~.t:.5.f.Pi.t!L._., 
0: 206-553-2160 C::. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP).! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

l.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 Deliberative_ Process. (D.P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-._.l 
l._Ex. 5 Deliberative Process.(DP). li\lso, just FYI - I won't be in the office tomorrow, but you don't need 

me for the communications roll out. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
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Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 
To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" 
<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Grandinetti, Cami" 
<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

Matt and Chris connected{ __ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_Process (DP) Jhanks. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; 
Grandinetti, Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US 
& Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

___ Callcio_#:L::·~-~-~-':."onal Privacy (PP)_ : 
i i 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

<Bristol_ Bay _PD_ withdraw_ 404q_letters _ Comms _Plan_ 7-29-l 9v2.docx> 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Miller, Clay[Miller.Clay@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Fri 6/28/2019 7:51 :52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Questions regarding new directive on Pebble 

Thanks Palmer. Would be happy to talk with you about these considerations when you're available. 
On the tribal consultation piece, I just wanted to make folks aware that the UTBB tribes have requested a government-to
government meeting with Chris Hladick to occur as soon as possible in July. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 28, 2019, at 9:52 AM, Hough, Palmer wrote: 

John/David 

I called into yesterday's video conference with Matt Leopold but it was not clear who else participated since there was 
no roll call. It's always hard to ask questions when you are not in the room, so I wanted to share some of my questions 
and concerns based on what I heard. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

-Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

<Brennan et al 2019 _shifting habitat mosaics and fish production across river basins.pd±> 
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TRUSTEES FOR ALASKA 
PROTECT i DEFEND I REPRESENT 

Julyt7,20!9 

Via Email and US Mail 

Administrator Chris Hladick 
U,S. EPA, Region IO 
1200 Sixth A venue 
Mail Code: 14-012 
Seattle, WA 9810 I 

JUL 2 ¾ 2019 

EPA Rag!on 10 
Office of the Reg!ona! Adm!ri!stmtor 

Re: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict 
the Use of an Arca as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska -
Reference docket number EPA-RlO-O\V-2017-0369 

Dear Administrator H!adick; 

On behalf of Audubon Alaska, Cook lnletkeeper, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, 
Friends of McNeil River, McNeil River Alliance, National Parks Conservation Association, 
National Wildlife Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Sierra Club, Trustees for 
Alaska submits the following in response to the July 26, 2019 release ofan undated 
Memorandum from Matthew Leopold, General Counsel for the U.S, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) "directing Region IO to continue its deliberations regarding whether to withdraw 
the 2014 Proposed Determination or, alternatively, decide to leave the 2014 Proposed 
Detennination in place" 1 regarding the proposed Pebble Mine. Mr. Leopold asserted that the 
suspension of the withdrawal has created "confusion" and that "lifting the suspension is 
appropriate.''2 But neither position is supported by current facts, EPA's evaluation of the project, 
the Clean Water Act statute and regulations, and the NEPA process that is underway, EPA 
should leave the Proposed Determination in place until the agency is able to proceed with a 
Recommended Determination. 

Reducing alleged confusion.,,,,,,, alleged because EPA has been clear regarding its position 
········ is not a permissible basis for withdrawing the Proposed Determination. EPA must base any 
decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination on whether the action may cause unacceptable 
adverse effects on the aquatic ecosystem, Former Administrator Pruitt's decision to leave the 
Proposed Determination in place has not created any real confusion, Former Administrator Pruitt 

1 See Memorandum Re Resuming consideration of the irilfulrawal of the July WI./ Propo,wd 
Determination to restricf use of lhe Pebble Deposil .ln.!a as a disposal site, from Matthew Z, Leopold, General 
Counsel, U,S. EPA, 10 Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator, Reg. IO, U,S. EPA, undated, at 2··3. The EPA is 
limited to these two options at this time because of the provisions established in the settlement with Pebble Limited 
Partnership {PLP). See 83 Fed, Reg. 8668 (Feb. 28, 2018) (noting that EPA cannot proceed wllh a Recommended 
Determination before either May 11, 202 l, or after the final Environmental Impact Statemenl is issued). 
'"Id 
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was dear and direct, stating that the process had been "restored.'' and that all information to date 
indicates that the project poses 1.macceptabk~ risks, 

Because EPA maintains that the Pebble Project may cause unacceptable adverse impacts 
and that the Project, as reviewed in the DEIS, does not comply with the 404(b)(l) Guidelines, 
there is no reason to withdraw the Proposed Determination at this time. As former Administrator 
Pruitt noted when he suspended the process, based on review of public comments, it was his 

judgment . , , that any mining projects in the region likely pose a risk to the 
abundant nawral resources that exist there, Until. we kmHv the full extent of that 
risk, those natural resources and world-class fisheries deserve the utmost 
protection. Today's action aliovls EPA to get the information needed to determine 
what specific lmpacls the proposed mining project will have on those critical 
resources, 3 

Since Jammry of2018, EPA has reviewed Pebble Limited Partnership"s (PLP) application, 
revisions to the application, a preliminary draft environmental impact statement and a drnft 
environmental impact statement (DEIS). EPA bas consislent.ly expressed concern over the lack 
of information and inadequate analysis❖ PLP has not provided any substantive information to 
overturn former Administrator Pruitt's decision, To the extent the risks are better understood 
now as compared to back in January 2018, it is dear that the risks are significant and severe" Yet.,. 
as EPA. noted in its comments on the DEIS, the DEIS underestimates the risks.4 To that extent 
the ··,.vorld-dass fisheries" continue to "deserve the utmost protection-," as former Adm.lni:strator 
Pruitt stated" Also, as expressed by countless members oflhe public, as well as the EPA, itself, 
there are numerous problems with the analysis provided hy the U,S, Army Corps of Engineers in 
the DEIS. None of the info11m1t\on that has come to light since January 20 l 8, or the analysis in 
the DEIS, supports withdrawing the Proposed Determination❖ 

If EPA seeks to withdraw the Proposed Determination, it must follow former 
Administrator Prnitf s commitment to "solicit additional public comment on the impact of the 
mining application on the existing proposed determination to better inform that nnalysis.'' 5 i\k 
Leopold directed EPA to "reconsider its prevfous statement. that it would seek additional public 
comment on the 2014 Proposed Determination, in light of the ample opport.unity for public 
comment previously provided and the current public comment oppmiunity on the more than 
l ,400-page DE!S."6 Former Administrator Pruitt correctly recognized the importance of ensuring 

3 See U,S. EPA Ni.mis Release, EPA Administrator Sq11! Pruit! Smpards lrilhdrnwal (!f !'ropmmd De!trminatim, in 
Bristol Bay ilatershed, Will Solidi Addifiona! Comme11!s, Jan, 26, 20! 8, M!nr;;'.»::½:'.ll'.,SlH\dilSllts:srdea3cfu:J,;JJ.iL 
,Hlminisi.rn,or5rntt-prnilt-suspends•withdrawnl~prnFQSed•detcm1inatkin•bdstnl.~bav, 
4 See U.S. EPA Comments on U,S. Army Corps of Engineers' February .2019 Omit E11viromrwnld lmpm:l 
State me au for the Pebble ProJecl (CEQ Number 20 i 90018; EPA Reg/on !O Pmjecl Number ! 8-0002·COE), July I, 
2019, Ul 2 and 5, 
1 See U,S. EPA News Release, EA! AdminislratorSwl! Pnlifl Smpeuds Withdrmrnl qf Propos,d Dererminalian in 
Brisiol !lay Waterslwd, Will So!il:if Addiiiona! Comm,mls, Jan. 26, 2018, hnnsJ.,'www,e[liLgovinewsrdeases,epa
adminls!rn!ur~scnu-wui!.t~fil.L'>Dends-,vlthdrn\va!•f)ff/P9Je(LQSJSf..tn.i.ng.t\HD.:b'!!:.1!iJ\?.H?.HY· 
6 See Memorandum Re J?es11ming comiditruliw1 (!{!he nithdrwra! <Jfthe Ju{v ]Of-I Proposed 
Daamhialion w restrict usi: of the J>d1ble Deposit Area as a disposal sife, from Matthew Z, L1,.'opokk General 
Counsel, US, EPA, to Chris Hladkk, Regional Adminislrnt.or, Rego W, U.S. EPA, umlated, at L 
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ample opportunities for public involvement given the risk to the world-class fisheries, To ensure 
a robust and thorough evaluation of whether to withdraw the Proposed Determination. EPA must 
provide a public comment period that focuses on the principle matter of whether the project may 
cause unacceptable impact to the aquatic ecosystem. At the very least, EPA must consider all 
public comments submitted on the DEIS, including those submitted by Trustees for Alaska, as 
well as those identified in the Appendix to this letter. 7 

For the reasons identified in our comments, as well as comments prepared by EPA. the 
proposed project does not comply with the 404(b )(I) Guidelines. The DEi S is woefully 
inadequate and does not demonstrate that the project will not pose unacceptable adverse impacts, 
as identified by EPA. The reasons for issuing the Proposed Determination remain valid. 
Additional information since EPA issued the Proposed Determination only further support 
EPA"s findings. A decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination would be inconsistent with 
the intent of the Clean Water Act and the 404(b}(l) Guidelines and arbitrary and capricious. 
Becausej the science supports the Proposed Determination, EPA should not conduct a second 
process to withdraw the Proposed Determination. EPA should maintain the suspension and stay 
any decision until either the time period in the settlement agreement has lapsed or a final EIS has 
been prepared. 

Sincerely, 

__ B--~--
Brian Utmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Trustees for Alaska 

7 40 CF.R. § 23 l ..5(e)(4). Trustees for Alaska provided a courtesy copy of our comments on the DEIS to EPA, as 
well as all attachments to our comments, on a flash drive on July 3, 2019. In addition to the comments submitted by 
Trustees for Alaska, numerous entities have submitted substantive comments !hat the EPA must consider in 
determining whether it ls appropriate, under the CW A, to withdraw the Proposed Determination. These comments 
are identified in the Appendix below, with hyperlinks to the Corps' Pebble Project EIS comment library. 
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Appendix 

1. Cooperating Agency Comrnents: 
e llS. Department of the interior (USFWS. NPS, BSEE): ER,,l!Hl074 h:bhlc_Minr DUS: 

PQ! (qmms;nu_wrydEooosures,Fl(( 1.3 __ lV!Bi_ 

e Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
c; .Hb.-~-.£.n.r.:::.r.:-n:r .. Q..~.-~-v .. ...r.ni.n~ .... n:n1Js:sL0n . 09 s~ l~.~ :;·· ~ 9 ,..pd f 112:2, k BJ 
t) ;\(~~-·~ P., StH~H~HH\_. cor:n~t~ent_s .c:~H11)h!ft-.J{.7.~.:t&~.~~. 7.:~;~ sS..P~hbJ~. DE.~ S..tj.Q(.~--~ 1.7.~.8. ... EJ~) 

e State of Alaska: E.rJ.tR.!9..J.2l;J$. ... >QL.SYHi9Hfi2LtsL£s.H11mrn1s FlnnJ,,cq_p1p!e~~,y;jfUVi.Q .. K1:U 

2. Other Agencies: 
,. Marine Mammal Commission: 12:1?.1::.VLJ~nJ.z.rn.ui ... G:1\Hlfltt:L t,,lS6(:1:~.C;;JJ2!£.frvlrc1 Dq~,.dn,;;:ss_ 

(L\6 l<Bl 

,. National fv]arine Fisheries Service: :;.OJS:0(\:1~ NMf$Pebble Cnmmen: Leueqnlf(J::n:h.BJ 

• North Pacific Fishery Marmgement Council: 0.0 .. L3J.S.»J.:t.M:d.t!.~1.Srvmrnt11U.,Jr,;u!Lt.115.JiHJ 
• Port of Seattle: J'.i}l9,06)\.1rt of$emtle _ _(\)f,lnH.:n1_,,911J\:bble\finc_E!S.pdf(J39KB} 

• State of Washington AG Office: ;?9 .. !.~?.,n.1:JU fo;btJJe\JiiwNCf:hJ;imm,;;nts,pdftJ5,}.~BJ 

3. Alaska and National Non~GovernmentaI Organizations: 
• l 04 conservation, social justice, and civic organizations/NWF Water Resources & 

Water Protection Network: flnul•,ommcnt•kller l 04:i:£01illS·Of£l05e:h~~ibk)v1_lnec!)!JS,, 07~(Hc 
}9.pdfUGJKBJ 

® Alaska Community Action on Toxics: eFh.U£ .. (\Jrn.mu11.I&Utx: .. fo::rnJ.t.\h/1I..n.11.PghhhtJ2JIJ~ . ..?.~ .. L 
.l..2D4LJ2?.l. ... _.K.l?J 

® Alaska Marine Conservation Council: AMCC LeuerDrahJ;!SPebh!¢J)dJUH3..hJH 
® Alaska Wilderness League: Fim1lCornmentpdf(l19p _hBl 

e American Sportfishing Association: ASAPrbbk ())n1re1er,UA~tierVi1wl_ \Vi!h _Sitniawre.prlf (S)} 
MH) 

e Anchorage Audubon Society: .r\ndwrrqe ,Amluhon coirnnenlfion..Frbhle_D.l]Sp<lf(l 75KB} 

e Audubon Alaska: Audubon \lm;k;,P¢hhk Mini;P!J(i,;md C:\VA_Comment_ LeurrsidfJ,,4.:;:~J<i!f~ .. l 

@f Confluence AK: .l:?Ytbhlc.OFlS.cQmmentss\dh2◊,<KB} 
@ Cook I nletkeeper: lJtlslhi;,,;n-;r.Cn,u:!LL!]Q KU) 
,. E2 Environmental Entrepreneurs: fi.miL.Cm:n~J:thh!1tG:Lnr . .k.tJ.tn:.frs;J5,J?,nrJLtLJ4.h1H 
• Earthjustice, Earthworks, and Center for Biological Diversity: [::arthjusticc CBD 

&;W1.h.}YPrt~.J"~PFim£IibJJn .. !:thJ?! e Proieci. Dra f1 !U,;;i,]~l:l.2J2d f.rn.4.J..h.PJ 
o .\~~nt.~ .. ~i-~tr~.nr ... -~1.Rn1n1&1l... .. C..P..uu11i..~.?.t2.11. ... S.rrrl.r.uJb..~.r... .. {.P .. l.J ... ~.n:.9.fJ.1J . .4.. .... KJ:l.1 
t:t L.enLfv~adnc_._f\-1an~rn~~! (~onun!ssion _Sep:terober 2QJ5JHifJ l~ S K[11: 
<J Lene t'ylarinefrhrnni .. d. Commlssionfktohcr :m!}{idff:Wl KBl 
o Lent __ fyh~r~~~(..!\Jan1maf t~<:n-s1.rni5sjon January .20J,.t~ndfJJ.3J .... K.BJ 
t) (ihout Re~r~lrnuJ.~a 10 l 4 f-~eadn~ .. In th.~.-.§~ft9n~.r.JL;nJ1x~:;tn1J.1ttCL$1 .. &\M&ti19JJ:~J1I£ltJl~~'§J1.€.lfiJi.? .. ~.--·.KJ1J 
<s Davies 2QQ2,pdU l)Ji KH J 
q !ni'! Comm. of Largp_Dams,. TgifoJU:i Dams Risk of Dan~.wmus, Occurremx•,;t;0fi UYDF OJ 5. 
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Page 4 

ED_002890_00070216-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Administrator Hlndid 
Re: Proposed Detennination 
July 17, 2019 

o Diaz v, NDM, Doc, 43,pdf{398 KB) 
o Lent Marine Mammal Commission April 2Ul5,pdf(!39 KB) 
0 lnterngQlKTWur&[s;,iir1Mn,Trn;:lmit;1tl.Jl11rJ11£.A1L52£itLCtt:LfrLC.¥bOn f Rev Aug_ ::ml 6J,ndf 

(L% MB) 
o Lent,Marbe Mammal (\~mn-1hsiqg Q.:tpl:i~r::;w l l sdf U 22)d3 l; 
o I-trrt- ltfodn\'!fvlammal,Commisdon ivfay2!}!4.p;df(t1J KB} 
o ADFG, Std!;;r0 tl4Lt\P!el.fJ97A KBi 
o A :qm ~Ila LL1.fUD,nPfLL1.2J':&!?J 
o Es!es et al, 200.'.Lpdf(I..J2 KB) 
o Lem.,Marlne Mi.lmn.q! CommlsskmAm::U20!4,pdft UZ,_KBf 
o Avdh ".l(l{l5,odf(833 Kill 
o Eyhu1.mtHn1.b.t.l~ ::wo ! ,pd f ( l , 79 ,MB! 
o D;;u v, "('-;10\J,,Doc,_56-U:µ:dfU24,id3} 
o Gu1tm,a FuOPnr mr:r.n.1u.r.f;J1Ql.2J<dfLl01 Ks1 
Co Brennan 20 l 9.pdf (l A2 MB} 
o l,s,nL.~JllilEt,.M,001u.mJ (gm mhsfpq J;m ,JQJ..JA2!e1Jil?8 KB} 
o !.::iiJJfdtmtJi!l2DD5,,ttJH;.i2.Z.,K.!1}. 
o LM~L \tninLlihu:ninµU:;'.mnmi1i~I2n,_Marctt2J.LL6,qlf( l7tl h..B.J 
c .G,,1;,%ttiD2J.J.S.Lsn-iJ£L!:wmtuxy.!\Un~,r.J r (929 KB} 
o Gunrh.,Washing_lon PrHlJQ14,nqf{2{QKJll 
o Albers Loughlin '.!003,pdf( 133 KB) 
o Alh.!-;_rn,,G,Q!)2,rd f (6, l 5Jv1 B} 
o ,AK {;lhrWt Pl&U'lJ.Lfa\rnJ!JtttJ'xliti.Jm..timt.A-dvbtw'> Gnwttllt.UJ;rt 2009.pdf ( l .Q9 MUJ 
o lmJS.\mn;;H pn \Jbthe,.& .. A:Jmfl!S, 10 l6,pdf(657 KB l 
o Lem. )v!arine l'vbmpp!J:~ommlsskm)uh :w ! lipd f U 66, hB I 
o Kastak,e!a!,,::W07,.pdf15TfKh1 
o Fabrv et at 2008,pdf(986 KB) 
o Ghaffari et,al)OJ LpdfUJ-7\HU 
o Cfaw:n Fmmliw; =t,0:12.,mifJJ 24 KB) 
0 CEQ, Retiort re \1\-18i,NLPA PoHcies, Praclice5, mid Pm;gfo~y,s,pdf(,i64 KB} 
o .!?JJwk!~_r &. Ch,m1btrn2!1JJ.,LdH749 KB l 
o {'.lM Coundl,Dcfinhbn ~l@nd;:vd~;_n.tj[c;!JJLKSJ 
o CHmate.Aclion,for AK,,Leaden;hip Yeam, _ _Ac1io11 . .Plan.pdf£227_MBl 
Co lli;;nn!?.tL. Clmm~es in Exlreme Hvdrm:iim,1l;t.l;;sen\1JLi.!!l1.t.n!.l..[i.1,,_I4JxHl! 
o Geslrim;. Unnrtcc{!tmq~d W,qle,.\Va!er,Camure C20 i9}p<ff(9. 74, \JBJ 
o Cban1h:ttH10:111&&!lLtJ21.KJJJ 
o Kerrisda!e Report 20t7.pjf P,H &Jl) 
o NMFS Ccmservafron,Plan,Be!uga Whalc_2008,pdf(~,22MB / 
o tktcti!&';.FLDS!.li.!MS Consolidated Fin,mi;:iil SifV.,mqiq, l 7,J,3.,mlLt2.J.7..!xtBJ 
o _NMFS Recover'.· Pbn Fin Wtqlr 20 Hl.rsl!1W2..,K!.12 
o Orben el a! '.20!8,pdf(L42 MBl 
;:i Enr.1J.!em Dynasb Minerals Prot0rt Ecniwpiit,\mJCU.2.L.hJ~J 
o N;H}ormtResmm;:ltCmmcll,OCEAN,NOl5;1;;:,ANDMA_R!Nl;.MAMMALS){lDJ,p<,lfL!;_M!3J 
o l:iMi.f.'.i.Ri;,s;9yen, Plan Humpback Whtk l,99 Lndff~ .. d:Lh16J 
o ()S(~,\1iprr@~ Ptoirrt,.DiscJosure~Standard1~.pdf}:!2t)hJ)) 
o N.~JE,S.,Rei:;_gvr,fv PJnn SKHtrfom..Lion 100ftpdff2.7J,!v1Bl 
c Marlon el at 2Gl!Lttfffk81 MB} 
o Nlv!FS Sblot;clcal, Characterization. .Brbto) Bav _K-farine .. Esrnarille Procu~e~tpqffJ,!J:i __ fy!E\ l 
() Onru:lgJ;;,emer for Climme, Mining_ F<1.;t&hr:r11.:.t!.ttiJ2J~lll 
o N\ff5 Rrrnven Plan_BelugaWhald20161.pdfd.J.9 MR) 
o NoniKJH 11:UJ.\"!.H\Yebb!e Tedmica! Re[!r)tLpdf (9JJ [1,!JlJ 
o _NWED Correc1ive Adion D,wun'1antJi>tf({J"'_Z2.$,QJ 
o h£rthi,;,rn_ .. .Q:1.rH.wtx.hJJ nrn1!1.t1fm.1:r!i!!l0 n Form, pd f f 2, 2 K.MJ.ll 
;:i M4rtheau_2012,pdf(L8 MB) 
,,i ivfonox rt g! ZQ..Lfrss!HJ11t.hJ1l 
o \.t;Cv!lntmhtui!,Zonnmn.gdf f4.J8 MB} 
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~.!rrr?\ r.tJ\l ;f/Q§,1111Lt;(Jj.,J,;JU 
Ow! Ridge BA-fWS :WW.pdh9.9 MBl 
hmsot PBS 2GHi.pdfH59 h.B1 
O\vl,Rid7eJ:1A-NMFS'.H1_l_8f1.sifL29,9htm 
Pian_ et __ a!_.2006-Gil_f f 6-H. KB l 
1KH~e,,}.,!:rhb le Prqg,osed DeterminMiqJ.l __ ]JlH,n:4..f.{}2:JyJJ}J 
Reynolds We!zle.gd11 ! AK tl,!fal 
l_l/\F' FJ99.pdff242)\:l!H 
Pt1n;t rt@L?QJJ :114ff5;;U.h!t\ 
Smith.ill.,, e,al ___ 2fl_l_9 . .pof f l_,&Jt1o·!Hy 
Popt)JJ .l·fostim~s 7.{l09,pdf (6 l ?. KB) 
\V1$l;.GhmnnJ9gy__nJ:.X~1.;i.it:n:J)ant Fnilinrp.pdft::!(!J. Kqy 
l.J$EP/\. Wctbnd.,fom;dr,ns am! Vulm~s.pdfU )9:},-!B l 
\"Vobus d al tl,Jrxh:i[m~ lmpacts_of Pebble M_tne,_pdfU AJ_I\,J[}} 
WSEt'.\ I1::r,;lJnL9Jt! ggy(r,,\y J.PJ&,rff\fd?.?..lSill 
_Wdlwwi_Th,: __ hno;wis of" anthp."fPp!.;enk: noi5e 0007}.pJff6Q! KUJ 
LJSFW$ 20_1 _ l.... StdkrsFider ,,facJsheptp<lH 576, KBJ 
P$LW).\eµrreyier1 ~hor,~ta1lri.i A!hatross,rdf ~920 KB) 
)Y.U.Enm.i,,.£.E.n.w.1.t.C.hm1vt:.Is.trtmK .. hPrn:!.i!iPHJ&4fJJJ,1t:rU:u 
\Var,ick.Washi twHn_.Posl _20 l_6.pil r ( !_ 55 _K_B} 
\Vise e!d)O l9,ndUJ,,?! fl,J!JJ 
Weitg,nr1J.OJ 8,pdft ! . .000 KB) 
L/SFS S\V DPS Sea OHer.5-Vea,_Revicw,pdfJ l.,871\!!l) 
-~!.$.I.P.t\ ..... Rr4 .... P:PR.S.rJ;;JSJ?siJ:tfr?n l<fil 
l,J.$.FW;i,,.$.Q.iJJ.h~:;_r;;\ .. Ali!.$.!.w .. Qf..S,.NP.n1wm ... ?.th ... QJ\V( ... Rr;;;gy.,;(}' ... ·eJnn .. n4f.G,;iJ .. &JJ}J 

® Earthworks: 
n Eartll\vorks Extension Request (Feb, 26, 2019): Pd.tl?k.:. resiuest for,e;,,;tenskm.Hl( 

(196 KfH 
t> Earth\vorks Co1nn1ent. l.~etter and Attachn1ents: r~N~\t .. C/\f\TllV(ORKS. PfJ3BLE. 

PEJS. CQJVlMCN'fS,pdf i2~&. KB 1 
" f!NAL PEBBLE WTP~ shortgrver·sinru}dff9]4 M!}} 
" FS Pehble-FA!LU!U~~TCH .. \PTtRC~AND/fREAT--WASTE\VATER,pdf05LKHJ 
e ?r.v~);?.QY{ ~.f.PJ . .?..9.~.J ... $. ... F~v..d~.i:ve_ du_st. rn~ncc ,s.~tc. F~N/-\ L_,,il} cnrr~:· ~Pd ff ~ ~44 __ ]\{B: :~ 
iis Fr~:s.~.e l tf (Y.Ncaf .» f)vJJ.ti ve Du5tR0~1dsPcb..b.JeJ)~;'JS.,.,.Flf<c\L.\i.P~.:\~n.ct.f ~ 13:J.J\1._0} 
mt LG, _v·nco~n Pebble I)E[S,,t\hcrnat~ves .. fin~·~~.--6-~W.".2019+~:dff J7J .. r:B) 
a T ,ll ."~{ pcorn Ba?tcand __ 9.y.rG~JJ.J?:~\}iq_~~-~---P~-~q.-~oses .Dwl 6-..6..,20 ~ 9 ,pd f ~ ')49 Kn~ 
iis J.O.t9.()$. 2-~~ Rccvys_»;~ialHJCf»;0\Vater.J):.rnpenH.~ff~ F.~n~df Ltn.d.f {A?. .. J, .. K.UJ 
mt O~f:h~~d ....... 15June:!OJ9 F~sh and habhat, ~n1pacts,_pd.f {3A)5 .. .fvf BJ 
" I,Q,.)'.p;;;gntML!lllitti9!tP,iper Fimd (tQ;06-::m1,?,pdfill.2JvlB} 
88 ZlUJ1?9-1-K»;utt~!.....9 .. :t,1f»»~=irJ£Jl~JJKn. .... en.~J.ti.9..n .... ·e.nP.r.c.EI.n.n.LnJf . .LZ...: ... Ll .. JYtnJ-
mt Fd~sen (\)nt~urdnan~ Bioaccunuda~~_o~~.:::fikHnagn~ficiltlo~t }~ebb,tcf)i:J5;_.,J { rnq_y L9 ,.fhw,L 

pslfi ?0.l. KB 1 
~ Envirnnmenlal Investigation Agency: f.1.h ... P.r.l?.hl.e&.Ens. Q!;J.~ ½9..u:ixn.r;.nJ.Jlngl,r~!fJ}JZ EnJ 
• Friends of the Earth: En!~ ... P!;Rt!iK.!\!int, ... DLl.;i.,,('.ommcnt Z:l:.1.?+d!J,,LE KB1 
• Friends of McNeil River: commerHs foml.pdf"(7A9 [l.1f!l 

Beur-EconomicsSim:!vTµlLpdf(4,6&Jv!Bj 
A6 ... Jhi;Yi,~bb!s f>n:,iect,andfl.1et-)eU. Rlver _Brqwn_ Bcar:;;-Rcvised__Flm1Lpdf C!.47 MB} 

~ Instilute for Policy Integrity, Union of Concerned Scientists, and Environmental 
Defense Fund: Fchbk:1\1ine Jqlm sq C\umnents 

0
::!0 I 9J17J} LndHJ79J..:.B) 

~ Kachemak Bay Conservation Society: e.1::.llt1kJJE.L'irdf(JJ4 KBJ 

~ Monterey Bay Aquarium: L1BA Pr:bble,Mine DE!SLetterJ!NAl,t\dft:24GKS\ 
• Native Peoples Action, Inc,: Annv Corps DElS_LcHer frQm_NP;\ 6,26,J9,pdfLL4JKBJ 
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• National Parks Conservation Association: 
o NPCA Comment letter: NPC,-\frhbleDOSromment2F!NA_Lpdf P33, KB l 

• !1nKErv1omir 1itmjy£dL.ndJ.LtlJ\K.M?J 
M Bmwn Bears Whil.e PaperNddie Dawson,p:lf(6..J7 KB) 
~ DEfScornrnentsRJckDeUdttieS;,tlQc:t<{Jl5~,9KJJl 
" DE!ScommemsNam::vDelkit!le,docx (l 3,6 KB} 

c NPCA Extension Request March 13, 2019): NP.D:J.Y.rr..P..!.!;.P.f;l5.commentll.!l2.J¼if 
( 134 KB) 

• National Wildlife Federation: NWffnmrn~rKts. P~bl* Pm_kct DEIS and cws l\;;rwlt w 
attrJd1menJ'.; Fl\AL, 07~0l~J9.mffH5,JJ\1Bl 

• Natural Resources Defense Council: 
o NRDC Comment Letter: .PthtJtJvl[nL.~-~--MtPC' (\m1mi.:nt on the DEIS and permit qnt..flvb: 

I, 2019) 

o NRDC Extension Clarification (May 14, 2019): E:tJ:iJ;;l~,,MJnL~AJ!JJt UJ Kl;U 
(:) NRDC Extension Request (March ] 3, 2019): Pebble 00 DEIS exwnsima request io Army 

C,nnsJ!v!ar,6)019lflNAL vettkm,pdU6 ! 7KOJ 

• Pub! ic Lands Conservancy: EI-C Fin1! Ftbtk ,&ILa.,;J,);_1ni.m.r.nt.RJ;J);iJm.1.£.20 l 9,pJf Ud:2.KfiJ 
• Salmon State: 

o Salmon State Comment Letter: ss DE!§ Comm:,;,nq LhpLpd.(U)'.Ll. MB\ 

ED_002890_00070216-00007 

~ SS I)EIS {;'.()ivif\1EN1·~. /\Pfl;:.NOtX/4\:Pdf f.l. ft4 KB~: 
88 ~.Q..12.-.Q~~.--~i~~Ll~gg~yK§-~liUlg_~r .W ~1r.1;r .. J.e;nperatt~re F:hEtlJllPd f (49)_ KB l 
" Wobus 05302019 DEIS l·lvdn) Cornntcn1.\J:F>iAk v2,pdft70JKBJ 
~ ~Ch\vr·;:]hfrg ~tL2QJ9 .. ~~230J Of.r:k.t~ornrdiance ~F!NA L .. @Qf U~9 ~ KJil 
" $diwti~bertLtt;~J..1~+!!J.? Adverse Impacts \VetlQnds Rrt,N~,Pt Firm!LU&&lLL§,§L.hJ?J 
a l'J.:)< ~v-orqn~ Prhhk~ [)El)I\Jterna(ivesJ1na]~6~6~20J9dtdf L~7 i~ KBJ; 
" FR!SSELL _Contamino-n Oh,tccumuhtim1 iJiomag.nification PEBHLE"DE!S_"}J11w11J 

9 FlNAl..2.pdf{495 KB} 
~ LugqiqnJ)0J,t?0!9v1 TrnnsporlnlionCorridmSpJ!lRbkCr1tiqve Fl HAL drnll.pdf { ! . ! 

MB} 
• Pi~Lilkft1-&U:£illiM~H~2P~-.9 ~,FlN.A_L;:Ap,nend~Xd1dff96<5 .. KW. 
• Albert.f0]9 06,21 (\1n~_padson of 20~_8Pebb]c ivith EPA 404c~n,dfJ:?.~.l.J.J\1_I~} 
• Pmdm 06061019 Pd,gitq:Nil11lliliJ.\J:!N.ALr:idf(lJ ),Mm 
• rv1nest)?ebbleDEJS~Cqp1.m1JttsJ4JPJH~2J) ii9.-❖EJN/\.L .. pdf {I~ f 7 fvU3 J 
" LliJ.Y.r.L(L;'i.JO l 9 lli amraaL akeandfls h Li fo Hi srnn Diwrs hv )1rmLL1fi.~,,iQJ:iI1} 
• Fds~t~fJ•:-(~i Fuv.s~dtf:vt~_DustRonds. F~NAl3,pJif~2,9J .. M81 
• \V.gJhg.r_it6..JJ~2JLl5t"§."::nmniLtll2n pf. ~)L ~ S .. un~JA9~tg_nti.rr!S .. staten1ents fin a:1~rt~t[t1.9..5. ...... KJ1J 
" T.CL Vocom Bask and owrnl! pro{e~:tr.VJPO$q flrpl 6-6-1019,pdf/9491',Jlj 
• T~t.0•. YocomMit¼iuUon Paner,FJna],06~06~20 ]9;pdf f' l ;79 \JfJl 
• ;?,;m.nntw 2019 05 15 Fug.i!ivc clus! mi11e si!eSINALr.&lHL+:LMJH 
• Power crn~,dl1 li[ )iK~io-Eronw&.::.il.::.+JlJ 9-finnLn{!f ( l ,07 rvuu 
• Higman %16 Riord,pdf(22,6 MB) 
" Lvnker 0;0710 l 9 Lynktr TSF Fgh!;,k f-tnde13ennrt_J!1';L,~L$Hlff )O)lJ'.tfftl 
• K.rav~tz~B~atr.?O 19.J\rt~¼l&~On1\swstin£Eislr:(Lof)shJ:tqhl~Pts.p<lf f2.92 ~1B l· 
11 Z!JnJ.~Q~~+.Ql2,,Q4 22 Se~eniur:n Posit~on Paper.F~ni~]:rASt.f.C~.~-.l .. f. ..... r~dJlJ 
• \Vc{ks.r .06,1820 Vt _(~vr._ltr and~ScopJJm co~nmenu~»:-~.Jlln1.Lnd!f (lf{~ kB l 
" f;bJ1m!J£r.LJ;.1:i1t0uk~ Qf/'.9;;nskws A lfonJmdt.Mhes in the us CSP2 cort;;J.Jti.(.Lll,3 

KB} 
~ C!mmbers-2018 OJ 1$ ~ •_Ahsb Min£?fc;15~hi!itv Siudies.pdf{lil; KB} 
~ 5..\!.f.!.!.l/L...Ms:.NciU:t;ycr Brnwri Bears and Pcbhk-ReviinLEkm!,ntjf{+,.17..Mm 
~ Q::U.e?l.95311018.Ylshedes?ebb!c)icopmjiCm:mn.tJllS F!N/U, C(lp\,pdf(69l KB} 
- C,bJl.tlltrrs.J:.lP .. U!YhlY.LlLD.:Phnkd Upd:14L~,D.$P1 updated l 3Jim l 8 Vt(n,pdf O I ; !\JU 
" Wolms o;n;'.Wl9 Lvnker T3F Pr!Jhk ¼4.t! .... RenortJirml,n,,dftLLllvHH 
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IRA \Vh\ Pcbb[e,Vti•H~ he.at.~east_a_ . .78..~yt$.ff nJ~ne .. ~.c::-tuunh£rs f'viart.9J:t<lff36➔,KBJ 
,. Qrnf;i:: ___ _95;4L'l.J2ru.upensmoryMidgatknttdf r }4 KB) 
M crNeaJ~w:!5J une2.0.l9 .. ...,.f ~sh.w~nid .... hab~tat,.) mpacts:od f ( 3.-65 ... fy, B.l 
a S_~ [)E~~ CJ)/\1/'viE_NJS APPENCnX._A{1·df~J fL4 .. KBJ 
,. SrhinfU.tL.~£itm.!.fi.r,;_!,;,'.qg.,;s;:n1,c,;J?!;J;'i .. JDJ9,n\:!JLLf ! K n1 
M _BearEctHN~n1~csSuuJy~Fu!Lndf {-,L68,Jv1B l 
" Qrnc:r~li0:WLSig:nifo:antDe,vndali9n.pJ!..Ll...i,,,f?..l:dJU 
,. Earth Works pebbk+A t LU RE/ro~CAPJURE-:\NP~TREAI~ W <\STEW A:n: Ftpd f 

_051 KB} 
<$! $;9g9J;,\Ythi. ... /\.~.Q}+PJP .. l .. 5L. .. gfYft.~Y .. VJ.V\l%,LhY\l!ill.£ill,JIBFI!5,.flT\!J!S15~fl.AL.thtJ'.~h.!?.)g 

Prqjec:t_.pJf,95TKB) 
88 ,Pounn. C~eQ_(:·hcrnC:on~_rp] ~ SnpJ)j~_s~)VltdEk~n1t,;nt.~l~ 1~Igj q;\ K \Vet[ands,w2.0J.9..052.0. .. c.QJ1Y.,.,n.d.f 

;2.w roml 
11 Orni:z ◊5?-!2Qi9 CarbonSequestrat1Qn,pdff-\"/Ji KB) 
fOl .r1\f~$,•i.\:l~b!cr~~S~(~(Hll0l~nt»F~~,a1.,, 6.~ 3J9-tH.ff { 795. ... Kfu 
<$! CtmnllFTL.2.fU9. .. ,Q,5 ... 0fL.S:sm:.inwnu on th,: Pebble Drnfi Endrnnrm::nw! lmiJ,K! Stale 

.IJJKH\.Jltl.I.L.1.§.? .. K!JJ 
fQl .Nuka R~5cnrch :!9~.90:t!(} F.NL .. h:afrastru-;..Jure.~.ndff.5.32.KO~~ 
mi >""-~.h.i\'r..§\.bcqJ ... .0·5 (2.?0.~ 9 ;\dvcrs~ ~n1pacls_.\Vet!ands.Rpt,F8oa~]j~·df (2.02 .. ~(n·~ 

o Salmon State suspend process (March 21, 2019): 
5iahnqn$Wte Le!Kr U${1.CE,,S(bf.W11<lPrqc,;ss DE!S,FdL:'.H l Km 

• The Nature Conservancy: lNC_,.Pebble"'Cormnents J; l_-:m !9 JOO}Ltdf j)7•J Kill; 

r.\1~.tf.1.,,)JlL'Lr.Prn.twrr;c1mL9.L2.Q.llJ:rmxo;Jq,t __ ps;:!Jhlti\Lint ... Y:L\h ... LPt\ .. JPAF.J:riH:ri;i,n4[Ll ,22 
/v!B} 

® Trustees for Alaska: 2Q_l_?. . .O.Z .. O..LJFA .. iq .(orns,l1s;i,b\l'.J}f; ! ;. Commul!~ !~{)A 20 l}:O!)T! ! ,pd r i l_(L 9 
MB) 

:?.0!9 ,06,06 T,G, \'ocom_Bask_m,d qyern!!_pr9iect,rm_po,,cs flna!_(_:Q l_9b ~pdf (949 KB; 
iPJ.(LQ.I.+D 
Chnmbefo "2Pl9.,, 05,, 20 __ c·01i/m,;ntsmrn1 ____ the ___ Pdiblc_JJraH __ Jnvirnnmenlnl_ __ lM11ad ... Swit•qq1!,ndf 
{ 189 KB} 

o JQ..l.';.? Qfr J.4.1i:!n.t~.tJ;'gb.!tl.tPI.l $_,f;,~qrn ixisJJJ,c,; ____ iJ/J,i1s;JJ/J 2 .... rJHt\L,nfJJLLJZ f\-:l l:U 
(.l 20l9,06, FJ ULt./\K m1ne,0erml_t __ wmmenLpdff60JJ;B} 
u '.Wl,9_fr7J4 SchweiA1eru,05•l4•10l9 Ad,rrse lmtrrc!s \\eihmds fu"it.pdf(66l K!}} 
0 :mia 0000 Dawson Repmt,mBm,~rl !~n1n;,prjf(6J$ K!3} 
o 2{_}) 9, {~~ .. oo. Young Econ (::ontdb.lH~Qf::_pfJ}e;:~:r .. \!.~.0.\vingf u;L_Rf~\ort~Hif f 4Jj7 . .tvH3 l 
Q .4.GJ .. .?. ... .95 ..... ~Q. .... N.µ.t.~~.·.·.Rg.~.~.~~.r.~.b.~ .. -.+..9J. .. 9qS~2{) .J.:.:.N ~ .... ~ .. nfn~stn~cturc. F§ N .A t_,,prlf (? 3 :?: .. KB) 
r> 2.0t . .9. .. 0..6.06 Pruch~i PybbleQ\vg~nnnct¾s«FJ..Nr\L.pJ.if.f~f J .. J\-.1.E} 
t) 20~9 o~.14 (iracz 0524~9 SignHlcant_[)egrada~Sop_FUit\l~~r:&H'J2:3.. .. ~J[1} 
o 2Pl9,06 l l_ Scmydsberrz .. 0:.JL-2m9 230, Hli_fi Cnmnlirmce,nN(,L_pdfJ!l'H KB_i 
t) ~9. l ~l. P.~ ... 7.~} Rec~:.C~0 .J\ku;ger ,,.YlJ~~.rr .. J~~f.PPS.G~.h.W~.fi:nnt{ l f.J~df ~·~i9.:J Kl;U 
o 20_! 9_06J_l.Powcr Consultin1,,,,Sodz,~G,:sm.,, G-!_l<'!O l 9~F[rn,1Lpdfi ! ,O]rv!Bi 
<> .~.QJ.9.99: .. ~::L.i\Jr~.~~~.-... q::~s~!. \Yob~_~s.:. P!t~ Lake.\V{"):,~t:ti f (~-,OJ ,t-dB) 
o f.Q i5~. P.!~J}~ .. T~G~ ... ~Y"oeon.1 rvhtjz~~~i.P.!J Pa_rK~~f)pg_t ~ ~,9.J.?.?LPJiJ.:.tJ. .. ~.79.. ~'.U.~.·~ 
o 20~ 9, 06 ,:1 ~i..f\~bert (.\1mpads{H~ of 2q ~ 8Pel)~lc \\-'hh E.P'.~\,, 40.4c~cdf(2.JJ .. \JBJ: 
o 20 J.9 ,05 JO ,LubetkinTrmispunatkmCnrddor;i_gi!!R iskCri1i4ue Fl NAL, drnfl,pdf (fJ:2-l_K_Hl 
o 20 ! ?0606 T,G, Yncm:n Pehbk Q!;J$,AJt~rn;1tirr;\JhuL(W l9cJ.pdf,iJ7l .. Kill 
c; 19J.,2J!fj_.,,28 .. \Ve~ker ¾rtcrcur~-~J~?..U.V.ti~IPJNJ.f.l~ .. L4.J\.fl.J 
o +.9..L:LkLQ!LSvrlntL.:.,I.htJ:cbbk Pmin:t aml _l\kNeH River Brqwn Bears--FinaLpd(tfAiL2.li~J 
e 2Q ~ .~:o,~._3.0 .. \V.obut~ .ct..{t! .. P.i\ G, rnodcl .~\d f ~ 2.3.),.Jv~ t~ J 
,,, .J,QL:LQIOl,..Q'.Ncd Fish aml habi!at impacb.p;Jf.iJ,Ji,? .. frrnJ 
c +DJ:!.QJ ... l;.J,ynLFLJ5J::w.EK.lib!e Modd Repori Fimi!.udfr t0,7.JvlB~ 
Z) 1~1-~J..96 .. r.t .. >chfndJer. f)ElS. .. .CPLDQl~nl~ .. ndf f J.fi lJ-.;;.Bl 
c 20 l '.LQ;!, 24 Reeves Maug.er \V mer_ Tem;:krnlure Finni LD>tll!.Ld2J.,K!n 
(} .f.Q .. 1.2J!5. .... J.JJ .. ,&..nJ11&.9.)}~;,Q .. l.~l ... ..Q)l ... .J..ftJ.:1rail.~ . .Y.r .... ·9.U.§.LJ.n.f:.nr .... §.il.Y-.. ~ ... [.~ .. N:.t\ .. t .. ~n.d.f..f..1 .. ? .. 1..~1. .... ·.~J..fU· 
o 1{~1!LO~, l t Fr!se~~ ('onta~11§nant f1fa'}§£~~~-P..EA1.;AtJ9.G .. i:.:.ijJ9.rJ;ir1nttltJH}v.JL.n&t[t1.2J ..... KflJ. 
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c, 2QJ 9 05 30 Hovel. 0530 l 9 J l iamnaLaJv:'amtFbh U lsHhbryDJversitv fim1Lr<l f (8 50 !Kill 
o 1QJ2JlS.2!LSnfai!J#.\YS.bLt\:952010 l 9 Review of wawr trc;JVrw:nLn!m:Jl~.Jt!Tl\QS~"IlU.!l~J~g(:);Rtlt 

Pmiectpdff957 KB) 
o Jjll2JtU1 ! .. \•nktr,.J:5:Le~J.itd~ Model Report flnal.rdf[JOJ \,!JD 
o 20 ~ 9 06 I :~: .. /\ rs tttn1n:~_~p~~- 9.n,,_p_gJS.~P:9.f Cf.~qK B} 
o ZJ! .. !9 ... !l12.Z..ZmniR)Y_Jj212Jl:L11 . Stkrd um F.&b:iJ.im.tP.!!rter. Firm 1,pd f (2, l 2 \.lB J 
c 10!9 06 ZAJ!c1;_1;_yJ,~;;.YHABS!M DEIS Commentt fim~Ln4£i2fLKllJ 
c J/H9 QJJtLTE6JsLCJ1JJ11LEGJ1bkLLE;'.JS Cpmmrnu POA ~.!'.UZ:0027Lpdff m.9.MBl 
o ~QJSLLl:12.2 Zam!.ow ZQlQ ❖04 22 Selenium PoJ11fon PancrSi101.Lnd.LGLLLMJ;U 
o 2019 O;)O W9bu¼ .. PE!S."Hvdm, Comment:L.FlNJ\Lnr:lf OQJ KBJ 
o ~.QJ3Jl6 29 '.,f;:pfpt!J Pio;.hktk .. QE IS comment pd f O ! l KB l 
o ?&l.2,.Q~,.00 Gestrim1 Earlhwork; Rer,Ht;, bdhl.f.t;JiLLUf.lJJ!J!)'.Jl.Hil . .I.m~LWA&Wwqru.pdf(2J:JJ\.B i 
o 4.QJ.2 .. Q5 .. Q2 . .Er.L!\\11£.!.L~Q.'.NegLfvqlt1vrDv;;tRwt<ls.,.f.LY61,2docx,rd f (2, 91 t<AflJ 

• Wild Salmon Center: J}.'.S.<:: .• P.~.?.JlL,;.Q,E!S Comments PO.A~zo l 7-00;?JLn;;l.fJJ.ild .. .K.H.l 
.. ,. 20 l 9 o; 24 Rtevq !vt@ug&L_JY.10.f Tenpernturej'irm!d Lp<lf (49JKHJ 

H2xeLQ.~.IQJ~LHim:nnaldTh&ITT1JF1\!lL1t;+JhtPtrD.iY..,;rnitv fina!.rdft850 Kill 
c Z.amw.E.,,;Mt9 04 2.LSt.J~nhm1 .. P.P.~i11on Paner.flna!.rdf(J.1;;: MfD 
c ~~2].J.9,,,.PcbbJeG.\Vimpacts ... f~Nr\L~pdf( 11 .. ) .. \JB-l 

• WWF: P1¢hblt ~fini;._.DJ;JS:.:.WWF.Ardc r~~m Commens;, rlN,\!,,AJq;;s .. LJ.,.6.J. .. M.fU 
o FRISSELL Contamimint Bb~1rcumuktlqy_Biom;i.gnificatio11]EBBLC,PEfS J!nmvl9 FINA 

L2,pdf!495 KB) 
o 20!90520 NukaComments FNLpdf(536 KBl 
o Schoen DEIS Comments ori Pebble Mine 6~1 l ~Wdobd'.27,9 Kil) 
o AyqdHer Mata! Vo! 9 DA,Ddf(688 KB) 
o The Pebble Project and McNeil Rlver Brnwn Bears-Final[! Lpdf(2A6 fv!Bj 
o !5 hme 2012 FINAL Effects ofCopperon FishF!NAL.pdf{4,32 l'vlB} 
Zl Northrup et al-20!1-Journal of Appiied Ecobuv,pdf(2!6 KB! 
o SearBkilog.r~ SurrintExecutiveSummanAoc:-: (27.7 KB} 
o Bums 2016 Maps,pdfl !:2,:2 MBl 
o Frb1dl+J2'NeA ... FugitiveDus1Roads.JINAU.pdff1,9"1 HB) 

4. Expe:rt/Technical Comments: 
• American Fisheries Society: f.ebble.ElS,Comment.FirmL_6 l ;l_l 9 fogn1..pdH ?95 J(B) 

• Richard Borden: 
o DEJ.$:fu!mmar-\CommenlsBordenJunc l 8pgf (457J§J.Ll 
<.J BorQ:t~nPt~·bbt~ftrrn~tliP1{f I rn.eUne Leuer4!'viarch ,p:d f {4}.9 ¥.;. HJ 
o O.E~ S,~ HC urnuJative\Vuttrf¥i Hh;rith>n A)rConnnentsBordenJ unc I. 7 ,igl,f {6J,8_J(_B) 
o .()E!SRec!ama!lo11andC!g(ureCvinnir.rt~U.Qrdrn.!Y.!.?..rJJ.J.Hl.H59.J.J:i::J,;H 
o PebbleMineEcmiomlcsBmdenl\farch"l8,pdfH-80 KB} 
o IlClSfa(;'.&U~£hni,1-;K!E::i:m1mentsBorde11Max I },tidf!~55; lklJ 

• Daniel E. Schindler, PhD: Pebble dHS; co!.l£en:> SdihA!et Jmw)O,pdf £ 165 h.B 1 

• Jack Stanford, PhD: S1a11ford Pebble dEIS rnmmcnt ;9 JpneJ9.pdfUW.KBl 
• University of Washington School of Aquatics & Fishery Sciences Graduate Students: 

".) fi.re1m.&D V;;bhf1¢Mint(ftl.l\m~n.L'.N.l9Jl630 flsh.pdf f8 I ,8 KB} 
u Pebb!eEh Fl3hVah.ltdAnQJvJi5,.dggx (PH h,El,J 
c) Pebble EIS Commentpdf (8!L4 KEH 
u Pebble dElS concerns Thomas June 301h.pdfj6 L9 KB) 
> Pebbk fvllq,; t)SACIJ]df( 111Lb?J 

• Lorene Lynn (soi] scientist): 1.J.~:W.J.9. Lorene Lvm comment Febgl1;t_Qf.!S.&4.IO.J.Q. KEU 

• Bruce C. Switzer, PhD (mining consultant): P.t.k!J:lkCRmmrn.t~.,!KlLGi.45LKkll 
• John Hechtel (bear biologist}: Pebble.Mine.DEIS commp1g JULpdf! 1,15 MB} 
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.. Columbia School of La\:\' Sabin Center fbr Climate Change Law and UCLA School of 
Law Emmett institute on Climate Change and the Environment: oqs Pebble firmlpdf 
poa KB) 

.. Karen Hebert (cultural anthropologist at Carleton University): l·lebert•E!S cm11111ers1-6-'E· 
19.(idf('.lfi:2 KB} 

.. Susan Woods (ethnobotanist): ;;D1!L.P2 ... P}.,j:YuP~1L.?...\!fa?tLf'.9llliWI1lhrJifLU.0-1q; 

.. Mike Byerly (fisheries): erd1-hJs__,m;:,1~ ... eu!1ll.&:: ... kDJJirrnn!1: ~Uh1,tJ1rtrl_y,n;lJ:t+ J~. bD.l 
<ii E!iza G:hitis (geomorphologist}: .f'ri;Jhl.i;.t.rtL,r!;JJ.<1.iJfLLJJ.h.Q.J 
ll& Ivan Weber (Weber Sustainability Consulting, former Kennecott Utah Copper 

employee}: 2qJ1? JFP:l.JVeheUvan Comme1n+dft691J<.m 

• Karl Harrison (soil scientist}: hJFi.JJmxi~gi1 ... EF9Hr.,J:mmntrnh.w.,bJyJ,2Q1\LJHU1~IQ.JbJL 
@ tntemational Association for Bear Research and Management !BA Comments on Pcbhk 

Protec! EIS .,mlfiJ79 KBJ 

• Sterling Miller, via direct email (no link) 
• Barry Santana (Engineer, Pedro Consulting) 

("> (~on-una:rHs (H1 __ Sccdon}L:!7 Fhud i 905_1(Lpdf(.i 1 .. 4..K.B} 
o f~.9.n1n1~.JJJl . .PJ.J ... 5..r.Ft5.P.u .. .J ... :.J ... ?,, .. J.Jn_qJJ..~?Q_;i_.JD~.J:~1!L.tJJiJ.JiJll 
u i~ornnicn(s:on_ .. $cc~)on .. A~.! .· ~:::.nv~n~Hjrnent~)J(:onscv,~c~1ce;t~.Fk~a~~ J 90.5..2.7.:;:)df f (2.7. KB-~ 

CmmneniS m1 Ch:ip!.cr 2,Aha.:mi]tivcs flna! FJ0517.JidfiJ.8-1J<.m 
o ~~-P.nJ.~_JJf_.ni.~.---P.n ... _1;_:\.t.f. .. vli.Y.·_g_._._5.v1n . .n.Jg.ct: .... -.-.Ci.ngl .. J .. ~!.P.~.,f.7 . .J.H1.f..( ... ~.J.4. ...... K.-~JJ 
o Pehb!t.!E~Sernb~1n¾rraenai;p~n.;J1(nt;~Rf.~r-dff 7.S\.3.. KB) 

.. Mike Chilhuly (ret fisheries biologist from Ninikhik): 
2)J_IL9.L1iLCh.U1uJL,6:H!fttSVJJ:1JlWDJH&i{Jfr&;J KlU 

5. Former Agency Employees: 
• Former EPA Administrators Ruckdshaus. Whitman, and Reilly, Former DOI 

Secretary Babbitt: ne,;!1hk,6LQf:ls.1mum:11LRud,dshmi5 ei aLrnie ./4::1 .. ;019JinaLdncx 1 l 4_ KB} 
• 65 Retired state and fed employees: Pf1P.hJxJY!.iJW:: ~sn;nJ,e,;!Wr+Pl9QJJQ,nfJfUJJ Em 
• 16 Retired federal and state employees and bear biologists: hE1Jr..r.:1t.t:nt.r.lYA1.1.1.;;.1wi . .2.n 

P,;;Qi}ii;JvHrw.DC!S _fom.! version. fr )0 l 9 SCAJ!ocSJd2.5JSJ.;}j 

• Retired NPS cultural resources manager (Jeanne Schaat): DEIS Pehb!t~ Prospect 
w11m1cntsAocxf 18.8.KBj 

~ McKie Campbel.! (former ADF&G Commissioner): Pebble DEIS CommcnlS Md,;ic 
Cm1,t1hd.ltidU 1AJA1.B~ 

6. Alaska Native Corporations - Regional and ViHage: 
• Bristol Bay Native Corporation: 

<> Comments on 404 and DEIS (July l, 2019}: BBNC "104 ,md DEIS Comment !tr j Final) 
T l9.l019{1dh4"'.14.fvlB1 

ED_002890_00070216-00010 

18! BBN(: .. 404 [)E~S (~f.M1u~1~n~s .. : .. /\rn~x_A .: BBN(_; Prnpc-r~v ~nterestpdfJ.!.0,4_.~lB} 
" !3BNC40.J DE!SCommqn~ - Appx B ~J!i;;totvJ,iff PA Wn1,;rshtd.A~~f~"HWntm11i 

i,Q.,4qtdf(624 KBt 
"' !H~NCAO+Pf;l'.$ (qpm,;r1~s ... : .. APPiC: .. J:1:bb!e.Mi;1fJJr})ftosi1ls IJ@act¾ inWaters,and 

tVrndn>mnus Strem11s1df ( 3. 78 ME} 
@ BBN(40..t DEIS Comments~ App>. D~ Data Claps mid Defi6e11cies,pdf(2J5 KB) 
"' llPJiG.:HH:.UW~i(m1mJt')JJ~.~ .. Ar:m;s:J;;'..;::,E011trUiuf.Q(Ui.,ftjJ f (8 3, 7.Mm 
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Adminislrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Determination 
July 17, 2019 

11 HB\1(: :t04 l)E~S Con1ment1"' ~A11px F:J'.tecq:rd .. ,Documents~pdf~i 05.JVUJ:J 
o NEPA Inadequacies (June l 9, 2019): QJ;!NC Letterto Corps. 6J 9.-19.m:J.Lt§.1,:LK!U 

• Choggiung, Ltd,: Ann1 .. C91Ps Pebble Drah EIS t;'opnwnt ~ ChRJJZ!J1IlR1,imitiliLJ:dfJ2L2J~J}J 
• Igiugig Native Corp: l.½£J,.,,.,;JWrJsdLS11£Jl,ndifLl41JiEH 
• Pedro Bay Corporation: 

C) NEPA Comment Letter: redmJ3ay CorpJ1df~·90 . .1J\-BJ 
o Property Permissions Letter: J.l1L~Ul:LQJ.,,.,PuJtrdlus .. J,~.QW' land~ let!erpdf F5J,K!l} 

7. Alaska Tribes and Tribal Entities: 
• Alatna Tribal Council: pebble mine ltcpdf(777 h.B) 

• Aleknagik Traditional Couneil: tlLLhJ'.:L'.L°:~~2EJ,.P.QfJ...+.70 KB; 

• Aleutian Pribiloflslands Association: AP!AResolutionPr Pebble,DEh.nd{{435_KBj 

• Bristol Bay Native Association: LSACE.J~JiNA DEIS COMMENTS 7J~J.2.,nqfL11JJ(B) 
• Ekuk vmage Council: 04 l5 2019 EkukYHJ;rn!,Lk-9.Mil£iLC!;Hllm.m11-0A_ill:lLJ!DEJl04 KE!J 

• Ekwok Village Council {Jeff Parker Nov. 2018) 
I! 09 2018 Parker, Geoffrey.pdf{33,7 MB} 

(> ] t 26 20] 8 Park~r Lcth}r:- }{~·w.SJ.qte,,,ot:_/\laska,:.J\nd_JJ~\1\(J;; .. d(tc\ .. pdf i] .47 ,MB} 
• EkWokViHage Cbuncirand Bristol BaYFisheftneri'sAssociation (JeffParkerJu1y 1, 

2019): 
:·_) Pt 1 \\J-mr:n~~n~yar:~ Pebbl,c ___ DEIS_)Or BBF1LEV(:·,"°_,7.,,._t,.f9,,pdfJl.fu}}~-iBJ 
c .E,LJ~k9JJlffi&}lt~ p:n P~hhlr l).£J5.~fq_r, BIJFA E\l~,,:.,l:l; ~9 ~ndfi !i ltdJJ.J 

• Holy Cross Tribe: Q;L2JL2Q1?,_lit'.HtLJtom_tfabU:tn'.N Tribe.p<lf p 18 KB l 

• Huslia Tribal Council: H.LIL?..Pl9 Let!er from Hv<b TrfbAJJ,:\amsilm!LLL2!:LMJll 
• [giugig Village Council: !V(J,.tU.£L.J?.J11;Jtt,.n4LLlliS.1Jll 
• Manokotak Village Council: MJ:NOK0%Ll.;J YDF n .54 MB t 
• Mentasta Traditional Council: tHCCQi\l%7ELFQfiJQ?Km 
• Naknek Native Village Council: Q~_Q~ 20!9 Na!,;nek Nadve ViHage Council 011 dElS,PDr 

(293 KB} 

• Native Village ofTetlin: J,+Q,~9!2,!;;1$.PsMt!t.JYUnr..C:~vwm.rn! .. LctleLpdf\ L9}.MW 

• Native Village of White Mountain: 
Q§_it(i_;;{QJ5LNw}yi,:_,, Vflhic q.f WJ.1ile Mmmtnin Cunimev.t'i,m,iLd54J~J;U 

• New KoHganek Village Council: NEWKOJ/\,JCLPDFf679 KB} 

• New Stuyahok Traditional Council: NEWSTUS~ 7El .PDF J624 KJ,U 

• Nondalton Tribal Council: NAREJ;;;gvq:J,sntt tt, Ptbhk OB !S Comm ems 07.{l l 1 ! 9,;14.LUL~J<;JU 
o Nmuh1HRILirihal Covnd! ,md UTH!l Memoram.ium J Cl1mubt1vr fri1m:wJ~,J!.7.All-19,pdfd6J 

KB) 
o Ni.1t1r?ll9.nJ)i!:mLk2J.mciLR11HLf1?Jt \iemorand~.1m 4 Potential Hll urn~ . fr7 .QJ..J2&4.Jl2A1LMIU 
o l'--bqfahpq Tdbdfoi.mci! and UTHB UM qf Rq,;nrr;JE ... i;n&!A1imn_QI,QJ,J2J11£Ll1SLKW 
o NondaltonTdhatCounci! ,md_UTBfLMemonmdum _6 Reclamation 07.0 l. I 9.PJ.if{95JKBl 
o NtmrlalWn Tribgi Lnmcil and t.mm MemornraJtim::? (JillµrnLCmrnhln:mJrn1!UlL!lL19.At4.LBlli 

KB) 
o NondahonJ'rlbdJ~mmd! and U:Ulll)+rn1oramhiin 5 Puqpse anJ l'<k,d 07 /H, 19,rn:l(LUi ! 

MB} 
(> Nondalton._.7'd_b~1t (~ou_nci_[_)1nd_JJ'rBB ... fvlemor~ndun~ 7 \Vatershed ~-iea~t~~ 07 .. 0 l .. J. 9~pdfJ 4,00_._hBJ 
o Nondal!on T6hd CowH.;lL.siwt!JTBB Memom11dum l AHtrm:HhJ'.AJ\nEl.:U:i1U.)2J2L..L2J.H,Jf..f}?O 

KID 
Pagel l 
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Adm111istrato; Hladick 
Re: Proposed Determlnatbn 
July !7,1019 

* Nondalton Tribal Council: Q5,.HLJGl9 LeneUrom r:/q1~quJt9n",'I'r[baLContjlpdft t.l l)dHl 

® Organized Village of Kasaan: Drnfl EIS fof pa-9n951~sLP,g!;ih1~ .. G:En;,nlfL1J.22.hHJ 
® Portage Creek Village Council: PQRI'/\Q~;~2faJ,PPEJJ1•;:'i !<,,1:u 
® Ruby Trlbal Council.: sc~in0025,,,tidf(5{JOJO::J3l 

e Traditional Council of Togiak: JRALH'f{!,,71:J YDFJ,747 Kat 

8. Other AJ.aska Jurisdictional Entities: 
• Aleut.Jans East Borough: ALI.~ pubh:.tomment 06U 19,pdfONQ KB} 
IS Aleutian Pribilof island Community Development Ass'n: Pa1hlic .. Crnmhq1t.,P(l\]OJ7a27J 

Pehbk K!ine.p1-!f; 146 KB} 

• City of Che fomak: DlJR . .,0.P.1.9.. .. J,:~!Krr..,.,frf1.m.J;j1y.,,pfJ;hs.LrnPLn4CLJ.&j EJH 
IS City of Dillingham: !l~+!•J<l.J\(~p(:.x;ggr:\Jii1tJ!ebbls: DEl:i.£:dDJ:lLKB\ 
IS City of Manokotak: .U5t\.fE11[J5}J12JJ2£X.Lt1.2J5JJJ 
• City of Kodiak: 10 FJO~Jlpebbfo 1~mie.:U~l.SJ.eiter.p<l f U ::rn KB i 
• Fairbanks Citizen's Townhali Testimony Transcript: (HficLdYd7hld\tineTwmHnHTeJimm1y 

.·: .. I: :tJS.,.5,.J.tJ;s~Lt0.!.1 .. KJU 

9. Alaska and Bristol Bay Corporate/Business Entities: 
• AK Adventures, Inc.: rrhl:!JriJti'#SPHtmrntf.1.lH2JJfi,J;l,Jhff1LQ§. .. KJU 
® Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers: AJ15.C .. t2m1us.11Lrn1Ethl?.Jt.f'\'.!inr1!I]$,nU:.L59.fLK!il 
• Alaska Select Seafood: Alnshn Sclect$enfoorlJ)EJS (\:m11n,;n1y<lf)704JZB} 

• Alaska Pride Air L LC: fH.~s?+~6\!J.~1.J,r,;\JtL .. frPm .. 1\i;1ska,.§lridc t\ir LLCPDf: ( 44 p.::: n i 
• Bristo! Bay Chamber of Commerce: Lt.iW.Lhtl1rmxJ.::.2rn5.n.[J1ns!Jwgr~Jt4XLL.2.LJYllU 
18 Bristo! Bay Heritage Land Trust: f\(QLJJF!~J?sd2t!lt"Grn:m.nn1ttUJ,n.~!JL9AI.MIH 

Sninng torS,iJmqn~Hnff~::4sqpv,nd r ,: 4 .. 94Jvl B \ 
:'\(),,,KLGO.pdU 880KB) 

.. Bristol Bay Reserve Association: 7 ...LJO l 9 BBRA DtJS ,(ommem Letter. re . .Pebbk)'d lne.pdf 
LlQ-1 KB t 

GI Brist.ol Bay Regional. Seafood Development Assnciatfon: !.H1E..~QA.PI;Jt;:;i:;;rniuntmJI¢f 
!3M h.Bt 

e Businesses for Bristo) Bay 
() .:\11.d.L.~-~--·.f.P.J:.~ ... J ... A~_~Jsr to_l:._; __ >A(:J~ FlNt\L&-df17&~7 !JV. 
(' rirm! B4BB,AC:O[End of Sconim; l,,;trnr6)~.J 8 FiNAL2.pdf£}59hBl 

B4BB.cormnem .. ktteuo,ACOE Attrl! 2019 w,names ... F!NAL.1glfGJ:lh!n 
® Central Bering Sea Fishermen's Associatkm: Ci}SFA-CIY),Fdend~ $upport .. hx,he.Fcopkvf 

Bri~tol Bay and BBEDCHfr,vts,ndf 000!\BJ 
• Commercial Fishermen for Bristol Bay: o:nn Ft.S.commerat i;urrf!NALpoA~2017~ 

0027 Lzydff 653 KB) 

• Cook Inlet Seiners Association: C!SAPebbkC!SCommenKp;dfGJ'.!KBl 
• Misty Fjords Seafood Producers: &U%t\ figgiJ!l:1$,.Lommenth!f.U,5RJY!.RJ 

GI Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation: NS.f:pc: Let;;rtµJJSACL w Pebbk 
Ilf:1S C9mme11! Perh2dJ;J,1LL'.:d.t .. E.l'H 

IP Kiss a Moose, LLC: 19..L:LQIDJ EA0:Le~,,tJ\ik:,fonirnent<i,rzdf(2,2j,)'dB) 
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Adminislrator Hladick 
Re: Proposed Determination 
July !7, 2019 

• Pacific Seafood Processors Association: 
<> FS!\\-!dde-Ocean Beauty«SHS CvrmentJetter on DEIS 6.:m.zn i 9ydfJ457J<B l 
u Cpmhhltd F.\l.1il,-)i1s l-4,ndf(}J7J'v18} 

• Surrender Salmon: Surren;lerSalnwn PElS Conimentpdf(9ol7 KB! 

• Trout Unlimited Alaska, Katmai Service Providers, and Alaska Lodges and Outfitters: 
TU Commenu on Pebble DEIS· 20190701 FinaLpdf(509 KBi 

o t\!1E.£.hment A Alh;;t1_p,U:JL92Jvm} 
o Attachment B 0.pdf/35 !V!B) 
o A!tachment C Dodds.pdf(364 KB} 
,:, Attachment D Surim.t.pdfj2.47 MB) 
() -~Uachm~~11EJ)~sld . .02~nd f i:9.~7 4 }v1 BJ 
c Awwhi11tJ.tL.L:Z.i:!mzow.pdf £2.12 Ml:D; 
c, Attachment G \\'o1:ms.pdfl l L2 MB) 
o Attachment H Eis!ecpdfj U 7 MB} 
o Anw,:hmuv ! ... B..u.csui!ab.g<lft241 !,;.Bl 
o Anachment J Chambcr~q;idf(981 KB) 
o _,,\.trndrn1rnt KP1J..ff1!;';.!i;i,n<lf£.581 KB\ 
c:, At!achmcrll L WBliams,PDF l l 23 KB) 
0 AJ.~~G.!Jm.~r.J.fy:if\AcCov_J}dff91~~3 KB} 
o /\ttachmeni N Dye,pdf( 1.87 MB l 
~) Atta~-hntt:nt Q_Jµrd.~ne~rdf ~238 KBJ 
o AH;;dmmnt£.H.qr.den.pdff4&4 KBt 
G A tlachment O Chambers,pi:l f (184 KB} 

• United Fishermen of Alaska: EPA Pebble Comm~11tsA1tlf(;4.9. KBJ 

• Wild for Salmon & Pride of Bristol Bay: Wild for Salmon , Pride ofBristo! Bay OLIS 
\~qrnintrLn4LL7A.1..&Ull 

• Yukon Delta Fisheries Development Association: Pi'tl1MtCf)Jt1.ms;_nt PeriodLpdf(81-LK!?J 

10. T:ribes from outside of Alaska: 
• Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (20 treaty Indian tribes in western WA): 

L{:l/J.f.G,(:ommen! ~ on Pdihir MiBPJJrnH fa.LS. .. fo.LSxht.uLS.nt,,..AJ1uhi1.L~lJ£r 6,28, ! 9 .pd (tifrLKaJ 
• Tulalip Tribes (Tulalip, WA): 2019 07 02 Tu!al1g Trbes Commenq:1df!587 KB} 

11. National Corporate/Business Entities: 
• Ballard Alliance and the North Seattle Industrial Association: BaJ!\lnl A!limq-dl_'f! l2 KBJ 

• Coalition of Coastal Fisheries and Columbia River Crab Fisherman's Association: 
CCF~ CRCFA comrnmih gn Pd:ib!c,Minc.Bristol_!hy A!atka pUSACE 20 June :rn f9 '.2.0.J1dff55:! KB l 

• Freezer Longline Coalition: J:1,,{: comments on Pd1h!t \tln!iJ:;.JS. .. ~J.M1x.;;m.12.x.dLU.91 KB} 

• Patagonia (Yvon and Malinda Chouinard): Pub!jc Cpmment ofYvon ChouJ@r4 ~Jvb!indu 
ChiAlimmJ nu PebbleJvfoie}-l-!9<J)fifL\6,6 kfh 

• Patagonia Works (drafted by attorneys at Blankenau Wilmoth Jarecke LLP): L!tU\k 
621U9 PW Comrrwnt QU Pebble Mine.pdfiJ09.KBl 

• PCC Community Markets: rec; Bri;rq! Bzyy LULG.qmm.~11h1J.!LL.SA.C.L ... @0.;262G !9 FINAtd1if QJJ 
KBl 

11111 Port Townsend Marine Trades Association: 6.2&)9 Vf\1IA.Q1.w.q:w5 Prhbk.1:t1.m£ 
Pmposd Aocx(95. K BJ 

• Red Lobster et al: 5.fi!fo)(lbv0hrt%.i.C&1n.un~.DJ on ACOE PPr,.udfOJLKJU 
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lH.lministrntor Hladkk 
Re: Proposed Determination 
July !7, 2019 

@ Seafood Chefa (80+}: Fd,1HeMmeE1S ChefSim1 On JuhJ pdft H6 KB) 
@ Seafood Harvesters of America: ~1:1tLEKhhkJ;1$.,,J,:P.rn.1:n.,,EJ~,n\:lH;;,1)<Bt 
• Tiffany & Co: Jiff,111v ,ind t::q. Comments_ to us,,\9~ rn1.Yermit_Appfo;a1lon W !J,-271J\::.bbkJ.,,irnj!ed 

P,u:tners}lip]:J ~ 19+<lf H62 KB) 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: R10-19-000-7088 
Printing Date: July 29, 2019 

Citizen Information 

Citizen/Originator: litmans, Brian 
Organization: Trustees for Alaska 

Address: 1026 West 4th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Constituent: N/ A 

Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A 

Control Information 

Control Number: 
Status: 
Due Date: 
letter Date: 
Addressee: 

Contact Type: 

Signature: 

File Code: 
Subject: 

Instructions: 

R10-19-000-7088 

Pending 

Aug 7, 2019 

Jul 17, 2019 

R10-Regional Administrator -

Region 10 

l TR (letter) 

Alternate Number: 

Closed Date: 
# of Extensions: 

Received Date: 
Addressee Org: 

Priority Code: 

RA-R10-Regional Administrator Signature Date: 
- Region 10 

N/A 

N/A 
0 

Jul24,2019 

EPA 

Normal 

Aug 7, 2019 

401_ 1006_b Administrative Management - Other administrative management records 

EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of 

an Area as a Disposal Site: Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska -- Reference docket 

number EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response 

for RA review and signature no later than 08/07/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 

ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the 

G-Drive CMS folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R10-0RA@epa.gov that a CMS is 

ready for the RA's review & signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 

Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For 

questions about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or 

Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Instruction Note: N/A 
General Notes: N/A 

State-Tribal CNTl: N/A 

CC: N/A 

lead Information 

lead Author: N/A 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: R10-19-000-7088 
Printing Date: July 29, 2019 

Lead Assignments: 

Instruction: 

CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response 

for RA review and signature no later than 08/07/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 

ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G

Drive CMS folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R10-0RA@epa.gov that a CMS is 

ready for the RA's review & signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. Remem

ber the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 

about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle 

Pirzadeh. 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 

Supporting Assignments: 

History 

Comments 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

Mr. Brian Litmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Trustees for Alaska 
!026 W, Fourth Avenue 
Suite 201 
Anchorage. Alaska 9950 I 

Dear Mr. Litmans: 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suile 155 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 OFFiCE OF THE REGIOW\L 

AOMIN!STRA TOR 

AUG t 4 2019 

Thank you for your July 17, 2019, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the 
Pebble Project in Southwest Alaska. Your letter states that the EPA should leave its July 2014 Clean 
Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble Deposit Area in place and 
explains your rationale. 

Since a significant amount of additional information is available through the Corps' Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process. the EPA decided to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination on July 
30, 2019, Withdrawing the Proposed Determination now is important to shift the focus to the current 
404 permit application review and EIS process, 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is developing an Environmental Impact Statement for the Pebble 
project The EPA, at the invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process 
and is working with the Corps. To learn more about the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers• process for the 
EIS. please visit https://www.pebbleprojecteis.com. 

We note that the EPA has provided extensive comments on the draft Environmental Impact Statement 
and 404 permit. Information about the EPA's activities related to Bristol Bay and the Pebble Mine can 
be found online at https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay. As updates become available, we will post 
information on this website. 

Again, thank you for contacting the EPA. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Erik 
Peterson of my staff, at (206) 553-6382 or by email at peterson.erik@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Regional Administrator 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Schofield, Kate[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=DCEE11110737 46C5928C5911 0B80F643-SCHOFIELD, KA TE] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 2:07:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 ' . 
YesJ, __ Ex. 6 Personal_Privacy_(PP) _! 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielolJu1te@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 10:07 AM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Are you working from home? 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Sunday, July 21, 2019 4:41 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Hi Palmer - I made edits using tracks, just let me know if you have questions. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielolJu1te@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2019 6:39 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; McCracken, Betsy W. 
<mccracken.betsy@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Folks: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

I would greatly appreciate your comments in redline in the attached by COB Monday. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

' ; 
; 
; 
!r 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 4:37:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble PD 

Erik,! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) [ I see that you have already forwarded the incoming email to the RlOBristolBay 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

inbox. -Andi 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:30 AM 
To: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble PD 

Hi Matt, 

You are right to pass this along. Emails like this get forwarded by me, or anyone, to R10Bristo1Bay@epa.gov. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: LaCroix, Matthew 
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 5:31 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble PD 

All, 

Good afternoon. Mr. Allen is now inquiring about the PD. I am not sure how this type of correspondence is being handled, but I am 
not able to respond and am passing it off. 

Thanks, 

Matthew LaCroix, Biologist 
Wetlands & Oceans Section 
Water Division 
Alaska Operations Office 
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222 W. 7th Ave. #19 
Anchorage, AK 99513 
(907) 271-1480 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 11:44 AM 

To: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 

Subject: Pebble PD 

Matthew, 

When will a decision be made. Leopold literally just instructed Hladick to make a decision soon for clarity's sake and what does 

Hladick do, he doesn't make a decision to delay ... This is criminal. ... When will a decision be made on whether or not to remove the 

illegal PD?! 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN FRAZER] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 3:30:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

John, 

Clay is compressed today. I'll find out if we can locate the letters in-house or I'll give call Michael in RlO call. 

bf 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:24 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Is this something Clay could work on with the Region today? 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carrie and I thought it would be worthwhile meeting as a group today after 3:00 to discuss: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 
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To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n(g)er:; a.gov 
On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 
area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 

analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 
rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

ED_002890_00070903-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 3/15/2019 11: 15:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: 19-000-2973.pdf 

Since y'all have been dealing with this person, I'm going to ask that this one be reprogrammed to RlO so that he is hearing from the 
same person at EPA. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2019 6:43 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: 19-000-2973.pdf 

Yes. September, 5 2018. October 17, 2018. December 12, 2018. I also drafted two responses in February. Not exactly sure if those 
went out yet. Checking. 

We have the attention of the RA's office in RlO and they say they are going to try and deal with this. I haven't heard how, but, our 
hope is to stop responding to his frequent emails. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2019 3:17 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: 19-000-2973.pdf 

This name looks familiar. Have we responded to this person before? 

From: Resper, Wanda 
Sent: Tuesday, March 05, 2019 3:39 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: 19-000-2973.pdf 

Citizen Information 

Citizen/Originator: 1). Allen, Thomas D. - Westowne 2, P.O. Box 126, Liberty, MO 64069 

Constituent: 

Committee: Sub-Committee: 

Generate Control Slip 
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Control Information View Correspondence 

Control Number: AX-19-000-2973 Alternate Number: 

Status: Pending Closed Date: N/A 

Due Date: Mar 08 2019 # of Extensions: 0 

Letter Date: Feb 20 2019 Received Date: Feb 20 2019 

Addressee: MD-Acting Administrator Addressee Org: EPA 

Contact Type: EML (E-Mail) Priority Code: Normal 

File Code: 401_1006_a Administrative Management· Controlled and major correspondence for employees other than senior officials 

Signature: DX-Direct Reply 

CC: 

OW · Office of Water •· Immediate Office 

Signature Date: NIA 

Primary Subject: Pebble Mine Veto 

Instructions: DX-Respond directly to this citizen's questions, 
statements, or concerns 

General Notes: 

Lead Information 

Lead Author: NIA 

Lead Assignments: 

Assigner Assignee Office Assigned 

Jacqueline Leavy R10 R10 02/21/2019 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 
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Secondary Subject: 

Instruction Notes: 

Due Date Completed 

03/08/2019 NIA 

Instructions 

DX-Respond directly to this citizen's questions, 
statements, or concerns 
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Supporting Assignments: 

Assigner Assignee Office Assigned Date 

No records found. 

History 

Action By Office Date Action 

Jacqueline Leavy OEX 02/21/2019 Assign R10 as lead office 

Comments 

Commentator Date Comments 
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To: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 2/20/2019 9:52:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thanks! 

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 4:51 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Hi Palmer, 

My bad. I realize now that I was supposed to forward this to you already. Please see attached. It is a simple response that buys us 
some more time to craft our position. 

Thanks for all you do! 

bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 4:43 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin/Robert 

Has the interim response gone out to CEI? If so can you forward the final signed letter? If not, can you indicate when you expect it 
to go out? 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:32 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thanks for letting me know! 
If it's all the same to you, allow me to shift this to Thursday so that we can meet when you're back on campus. I also wanted to 
introduce you to my colleagues here in EQMD, Bob Tallent, who will be shepparding this IQG request through the process. 
Thanks, Palmer! 
Kevin 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin - I'm teleworking tomorrow and can call into this meeting or we can push to Thursday when I'm back in the office. 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Kirby, Kevin 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer; Tallent, Robert 
Subject: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

When: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 2:00 PM-2:45 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomWest6340K-10pp/DC-CCW-OEI 

Gents, 

The purpose of this meeting is to catch-up on the backstory to the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 
Thanks! 

Kevin 
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To: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; 
Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 6:30:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 
image001.jpg 
ATT00001.htm 
Bristol Bay Presentation Darwin Feb. 2019.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Folks 
Here are the slides for the 2/28 Pebble briefing for Darwin et al. 

Let me know if you have questions. 

Palmer 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Date: February 25, 2019 at 1:23:47 PM EST 
To: "Eng, Connie" <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>, "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Anderson-Carnahan, Linda" <Anderson-
Carnahan.Linda e a. ov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Hough, Palmer" 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" <me ath. atricia i:: e a. ov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner
Riley. Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 

Connie, thank you for printing and sharing these with Henry before he gets on his flight this afternoon. 

Pam, please add this pdf to the calendar invite. 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Schofield, 
Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 2/22/2019 6:52:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 
BB Presentation AOO 20180723.pptx 

Kevin 

Attached is a briefing that we gave last July to the new director of EPA's operations office in Alaska. I touched on some this history 
with you and Bob last week. I'd be glad to walk you and Bob through this powerpoint whenever you have time. 

We are also preparing a more condensed briefing for Henry Darwin that provides more info on the current NEPA process. We can 
share that with you once it's done but for purposes of the pending RfC from CEI, the attached briefing is very relevant b/c it 
provides more detail on the history and the development of the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 

Also, can you go ahead and schedule the second meeting of the Scoping Team just so that gets on everyone's calendars with plenty 
of lead time? 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2019 1:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Hey Palmer, 

During our download on the BBW A, you mentioned a high-level briefing that you had just been working on. 

Would you be willing to share that if we left it in the confines of this IQG focus team? 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 1:43:48 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin; Tallent, Robert 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Great, look forward to it. 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:32 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer --~=-'-'-'-'-....::==='-"-===.::..· Tallent, Robert 
Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Thanks for letting me know! 
If it's all the same to you, allow me to shift this to Thursday so that we can meet when you're back on campus. I also wanted to 
introduce you to my colleagues here in EQMD, Bob Tallent, who will be shepparding this IQG request through the process. 
Thanks, Palmer! 
Kevin 
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From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert 

Subject: RE: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

Kevin - I'm teleworking tomorrow and can call into this meeting or we can push to Thursday when I'm back in the office. 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Kirby, Kevin 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer; Tallent, Robert 

Subject: OW/ EQMD catch-up on Bristol Bay 

When: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 2:00 PM-2:45 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: DCRoomWest6340K-10pp/DC-CCW-OEI 

Gents, 

The purpose of this meeting is to catch-up on the backstory to the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thanks! 

Kevin 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 1/28/2019 7:41 :42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1 /29/19 - Draft Agenda 

Looks good to me - but I'm a little rusty at this point 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 2:38 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1/29/19 - Draft Agenda 

Patty, Ashley, Molly and Palmer, 

Draft agenda for check-in with David 1/29 at 9 am PST. Please send feedback by, if possible, 4 pm PST today. I'd like to add the 
agenda to the meeting invite before the end of the day. 

Agenda 

NEPA/Permit Oversight 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

Public Notice 

PLP's draft Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

CMS Pebble Limited Partnership 

FOIA 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 12/21/2018 10:40:04 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Date: December 20, 2018 at 11 :35:54 PM EST 
To: "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, 
Russell" <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Bennett, Brittany" <bennett.brittan c e a. ov> 
Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

! ____________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ De_ I_ i _b_e rat iv e ___ P_ r o c es s ___ ( D_ P ) __________________________________________ ___! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 7:36 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lee, 
Ok, Thanks. So that you're aware, the response letter is still in HQ. David F. is currently 
reviewing and had signaled that he has comments. Also, the region's deadline to respond is Dec. 
28, so we have some time. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 20, 2018, at 6:29 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian 

I _______________ Ex_. ___ 5 ___ De I _i be rat i_v e ____ Process ___ { D_ P) _____________ I 
Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 19, 2018, at 5:20 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Thanks, Lee. 

bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 4:08 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Brian 

I am fine with Chris Hladick's response. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 19, 2018, at 2:43 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

ED_002890_00072238-00002 

Lee, 

On 12/5/18, Pebble sent the attached letter to Acting 

Administrat9r Wheeler_ requesti_ng__that _EPA withdraw the·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

___ Pebble _P_D. J _______ Ex. __ 5 _ De Ii be rative __ P_rocess __ (_DP) _______ !_ ____ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

RlO's deadline to send this out is 12/28, we would appreciate 
your thoughts on it as soon as you return to the office on 12/26 

so we can close the loop with RlO. 

Thanks, 

bf 

***************************** 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetland, Oceans and Watersheds 
Office of Water 
USEPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-566-1652 

<19-000-1541 Collier Draft Letter 12-19-18.docx> - -
<19-000-1541_ Correspondence. pdf> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 11/20/2018 9:29:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 
Bristol Bay Meeting Notes 11.14.2018 RLK.DOCX 

FYI 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:29 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

John/Brian/Russ 

Based on the notes from Lee's 11/14 meeting with PLP, it appears that it is again "not clear at this time if the Acting Administrator 
or Henry Darwin will be the decision-maker." 

RlO has asked for clarification regarding whether the Acting Administrator is or is not recused from Pebble matters. The Region 
has indicated that it needs this clarification in order to know who to target briefing materials for and to advise the RA regarding 
who the appropriate contact is within the Administrator's office is for this project. The Region is in the midst of reviewing portions 

of the preliminary draft EIS for Pebble and the Corps/PLP have indicated that they expect to issue a draft EIS as early as January. 

Based on all of this activity, the Region is seeking clarity regarding appropriate contacts within the Administrator's office. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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EPA Deputy AA Meeting with PLP 
Topic: Bristol Bay 
Meeting Date: Nov 14, 2018 
location: EPA HQ (Washington, DC) 

list of Third Party Attendees {including affiliation): 

• Abe Williams, The Pebble Partnership (PLP) 

• Chasity Anelon, PLP 

• Rhiannon Nanabook, PLP 

• Ventura Sumanigo, Kijik 

• Brad Angasan, ADC 

• Krista Williams, BBNC Shareholder 

• Shannon Johnson-Nanabook, lliamna 

Did EPA decide which third parties would attend?: No. 
list of EPA Attendees: 

• Lee Forsgren 

• Brian Frazer 

• Russ Kaiser 

Agenda: Status of Bristol Bay PD 
Did EPA/Third Party Set the Agenda?: Third Party, Abe Williams 
Did EPA/Third Party Run the Meeting: Meeting ran as a conversation 
Notes from Discussion {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
EPA Notes (Forsegren): 

• We will stay on current path, noting there are no immediate actions for EPA to take with 

respect to the (c) action. 

• We will remain engaged in the NEPA process as it relates to our mission . 

• We will continue to be transparent and listen to views from interested parties . 

• We will use the NEPA document findings and latest science to inform our ultimate decision on 
the (c) action - we will use facts to support our decision. 

• We don't know what the final decision will be at this time and reminded them that there is no 

pre-judged outcome for the action. 

• lee will be the lead for OW, and it is not clear at this time if the Acting Administrator or Henry 
Darwin will be the decision-maker. 

Third Party Summary Notes: 

• Requested EPA to please remove the pending (c) action as it is creating investor uncertainties, 

which is creating a lower growth rate in needed jobs in the area and likely eliminating future 

jobs as a consequence of not taking an action. Also, potentially causing other community 

issues. 

• looming veto inhibits Corps from completing NEPA process. lee F clarified that (c) action only 

prevents Corps from making final permit decision. They can complete NEPA ROD. 

• Salmon initiative failed ... need to consider that in your findings . 

• BBNC doesn't represent all positions for the AK Natives . 

Next Steps/Follow-up Discussed: Request for lee to convey meeting summary highlights with 

decision-makers. lee indicated he would do so when he had the opportunity to do so. 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 11/30/2018 3:08:28 PM (UTC) . --·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

r·_S.Mbie..Gt.; _____ f)IY..;_.EQR._MATT.'~$ __ wE.E_K.EN
1
D NOTEBOOK: i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 

:._ A ~;oio~:. ~~~ rat1ve _ Process_ (DP) _____ ! ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
'ATTUOOO'"l:lirm-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

: Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
'·-ATlUOOU"STitm-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Folks: 

Attached are materials that were provided to Matt Leopold for his weekend briefing book in prep for a meeting he is having with 

___ OGC. staff on_ 12/ 4 _reg a rd i ng_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. _5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i ·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Thanks, Palmer 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 1:04 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, 

Christopher < h I ad i ck. ch ri stop he r@e pa.gov> ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Subject: Fwd: FOR MA TT" S WEEKEND N OTEBOO Kl_ ____________ ~-~-'.--~---(?.~l_i~-~E~.!-~"'.'~.-~!~-~-~-~-~--(1?._~)_ ____________ j 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Date: November 29, 2018 at 12:49:40 PM PST 
To: OGC Immediate Office Support <0GCFrontOfficeSupportStaff@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" 
<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Simons, Andrew" <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, 
"Schwab, Justin" <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov> 

Subject: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK: l_ __________ Ex. __ 5_ Del iberative __ Process _ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Matt~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i i 
i i 
t _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ j 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Associate General Counsel 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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(202) 564-5489 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 11/30/2018 2:56:08 PM (UTC) 

Subject: RE: FOR MATT'S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:[ _________ Ex._5 __ Deli_berative_Process_(D_P) _________ i 

Thanks this is helpful 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 4:11 PM 

To: Hough, Pa Im er <Hough. Pa Im e r@e pa.gov> .-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: FW: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:l.__Ex. __ 5 __ Deliberati_ve_ Process __ (D_P) ___ i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 1:04 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, 
Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:i _____________ Ex. __ 5_Deliberative_ Process_(DP) ·-·-·-·-___i 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Date: November 29, 2018 at 12:49:40 PM PST 
To: OGC Immediate Office Support <0GCFrontOfficeSupportStaff@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" 
<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Simons, Andrew" <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, 

"Schwab, Justin" <Schwab.Ju sti n@epa.gov> ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
Subject: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK: i ____________ Ex. __ 5_ Del_iberative __ Process__(DP) ___________ i 

Matt -t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _ De l_i be rative _Process_ (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
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·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
; 

I Ex. SAC/DP 
; 
; 
; 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Associate General Counsel 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5489 
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To: Wigginslewis, Miriam[Wigginslewis.Miriam@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 12/6/2018 5:58:45 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Miriam 

I'm just following up on this email from last Friday. Please let us know if you have any updates on this. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 10:28 AM 
To: Wigginslewis, Miriam <Wiggins Lewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Miriam 

I hope you are well. John Goodin asked me to follow up with you regarding the request below from OEI for a staff member from 
OW to participate in the scoping meeting regarding the Information Quality Act Request for Correction (RfC) that was submitted to 
the agency by CEI earlier this month. 

I heard yesterday that OEI has received names from ORD and RlO but that it had not yet received any names from OW. John 
indicated that he passed my name forward to you as an OW participant. 

Please let me know if there is anything else you need from me at this time or if someone else's name will be provided to OEI on 

behalf of OW. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 1:32 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thanks-I gave Miriam a call. 

Also, she said that she would reach out to Region 10 too. 
John 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 1:19 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Palmer, That will work. 

John - Palmer will be the OW rep. 

Thanks. 

bf 

From: Hough, Palmer 
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Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:36 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 

<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian 

Per the original request below from OEI, feel free to identify me as OW's Subject Matter expert and I'd be glad to participate in the 

scoping meeting for this Request for Correction (RfC). It sounds like OW needs to pass along a name(s) by 11/21. 

I've heard from Heidi Nalven in OGC that she will be included in the scoping team for this RfC. 

And I've heard from Kate Schofield in ORD that her center director has tapped her and Glenn Suter (the two lead editors of the 
BBWA) as ORD's Subject Matter experts. 

Given RlO's deep involvement in the BBWA it makes sense for them to be a part of these effort as well. I've reached out to David A. 

I've not participated in a RfC exercise before but Kate in ORD has. It sounds like there is a process to consider these kinds of 

requests that is facilitated by OEI. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Frazer, Brian 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:01 AM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

John, 

I'll get back with you no later than tomorrow. 

bf 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 8:49 AM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! <Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian- let me know your recommendation for POC. Trust you'll coordinate with the Region and OGC as well. I'd like to send a brief 

heads up to Lee before Monday too. 

Thanks! 

John 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Date: November 15, 2018 at 8:32:30 AM EST 

To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good Morning, 
Sharing this for your awareness - I am sure it will eventually work its way through the system. 
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Thanks, 
Tina 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 5:09 PM 

To: Watkins, Stephen <watkins.stephen@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 

Cc: Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Greetings from IQG Central! 

We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment. As the primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me identify the Subject 

Matter experts for this request. Please let me know who you would like me to include in the Scoping Meeting by next 

week, Nov. 21. 
The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 

Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review assessment. 

Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: 

https ://www. fed era I register .gov/documents/ 2012/07/06/2012-16441/ noti ce-of-the-peer-revi ew-m eeti ng-for
epas-d raft-report-entitled-a n-assessm ent-of-potenti a I-m i ni ng 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Ben Lieberman fmailto:Ben.Lieberman@cei.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 11:54 AM 
To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Enclosed is an Information Quality Act Request for Correction regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. Do 

not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 

Ben Lieberman 

Senior Fellow 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(202) 331-2270 
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Message 

From: Hough, Palmer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51CD0B0D81AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 

Sent: 11/8/2018 6:23:56 PM 
To: Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Herbst, John 

[herbst.john@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea [Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Ortiz, Michael [Ortiz.Michael@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley 
[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne 
[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Wake, Neverley 
[wake.neverley@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Whitley, Annie [Whitley.Annie@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Checking on status of three CMS 
Attachments: Al-18-000-7464 Gosar.pdf; AL-18-001-0481 Smith.pdf 

FYI - attached are EPA's responses to Gaser et al (Western Caucus letter) and Smith. The DeFazio response is still under 

review in OCIR. 

From: Brown, Sineta 

Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2018 12:55 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fields, Wanda <Fields.Wanda@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Checking on status of three CMS 

Palmer, 

Attached are the Gosar and Smith final response letters. DeFazio (AL-18-000-9391) I still in OCIR for approval. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to give me a call or send me and email message. 

Thanks. 

Sineta (Brown 
fJ.lroeram Jlnaiyst 
office of 'Water 
!Manaoement anti Operations Staff 
202-564--3666 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, November 6, 2018 11:58 AM 

To: Brown, Sineta <Brnwn.Sineta@.fP! .. -E5!.Y>; Fields, Wanda <Fields.Wanda@.fP! .. -X5!.Y> 
Subject: Checking on status of three CMS 

Sineta/Wanda 

I hope you are well. I'm checking to see if any of these CMSs have gone out yet: 

1) Gosar (also called Western Caucus) (AL-18-000-7464) 

2) DeFazio (AL-18-000-9391) 

3) Smith, Lamar (AL-18-001-0481) 

If any of them have been signed and date stamped, please forward a PDF copy. 

Thanks, Palmer 
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Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

WWWoepa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Huber, Patrick[Huber.Patrick@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Smothers, Yvonne[Smothers.Yvonne@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, 
Mindy[Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 10/3/2018 6:53:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Revised Defazio/Carper response 
AL-18-000-9391. Draft Defazio Response revised 9.11.18.docx 

Patrick 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

1---------------------------------------------------~-~-:-----~-----~-~--~--~-~-~-~~!-~.Y~-----~--~-~-~~-~~-----(~_~J _____________________________________________ ___I 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Huber, Patrick 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 11:35 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Revised DeFazio/Carper response 

I just gave it to John to review and will get back tomorrow with a final if he has changes. If not, I will work with Yvonne to get it into 
CMS. 
Best, 

Patrick 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 3:20 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Huber, Patrick <Huber.Patrick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Revised DeFazio/Carper response 

Thanks, Palmer, for revising per OW's edits. 

Patrick -Attached, is the DeFazio/Carper letter to be entered into CMS. I'm not sure if John wants to review it, but he should be 
aware of its status. 

Thanks 

bf 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 2:07 PM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Revised DeFazio/Carper response 

Russ/Brian: 

Last week we received direction from Ann Campbell via CMS (see email below) to!_ ____________ Ex .. 5_ Deli_berative. P_rocess _(DP) _____________ i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

Attached is the DeFazio revision. For your convenience, I've highlighted where I replaced text in the DeFazio letter. 

Please let me know if you have edits so we can get this up to OWOW and back in CMS as soon as possible. 

Thanks, Palmer 
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From: Resper, Wanda 
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 10:33 AM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Help needed 

Sincerely, 

Wanda Resper 
OWCD/IO 
(202) 566-1236 

From: Campbell, Ann 
Sent: Friday, September 07, 2018 1:56 PM 
To: Fields, Wanda <Fields.Wanda@epa.gov>; Brown, Sineta <Brown.Sineta@epa.gov> 

Subject: Help needed 

.------~-9.g_i_~_s,.L_ ________________________________________________________________________________________ ~_~_. __ ?.__Q_~_l_!_~-~-~~~!Y.~--~t~.?.~~~-J~~) _________________________________________________________________________________________ _j 

l _________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De I i be_rat iv e _ Process_ (DP) _________________________________ ~hank you kind I y ! 

I have the package for AL-18-000-9391 and will return it to you. 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 11/30/2018 5:45:49 PM (UTC) ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Subject: RE: FOR MATT'S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK: L. ________ Ex. __ 5 _D_eli_berative _Process_ (DP) ______ ___: 

Already followed up with OW-waiting to hear back 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 12:20 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Cc: Peterson, Erik < Peterson. E ri k@e pa.gov> ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
Subject: RE: FOR MA TT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:! ___________ Ex. __ 5 _ Deli_berative _Process_ (DP) ___________ : 

Yeah - I remember you saying that. I noticed that as well. Might be worth asking Russ about. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 7:10 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <PalomakLAshley@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:[ ___________ Ex. __ 5_ Deliberative_ Process _(D_P) ·-·-·-·-·-j 

l_ __________________________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 __ De I i_be rat iv e _Process_ ( D_P) ___________________________________________________________________ i 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 4:11 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:[ ___________ Ex._5 _Deliberative_ Process_(DP) ___________ i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 1:04 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, 
Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOR MA TT" S WEEK EN D NOTEBOOK t_ _____________ ~-~ .. --~--~~-~i-~~~~!~~~--~-r-~-~~-5-~J(?.!>.) _______________ j 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Date: November 29, 2018 at 12:49:40 PM PST 

To: OGC Immediate Office Support <0GCFrontOfficeSupportStaff@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" 

<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Simons, Andrew" <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, 

"Schwab, Justin" <Schwab.Ju sti n@epa.gov> .......................................................................................................... . 

Subject: FOR MA TT" S WEEKEND NOTE BOOK: ! ................. ~~.: .. 5-.. l?.~.1~.~l:t~~~.Y.!.~.~~"?.~~~_(l?.~L ............. J 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ex. 5 AC/DP 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Associate General Counsel 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5489 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 10/4/2018 9:20: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BB congressional correspondence update request 
Lamar Smith - House Science draft reponse.docx 
AL-18-000-9391. Draft DeFazio Response revised 9.11.18.docx 

FYI, also here is latest DeFazio (yellow highlight shows where I replaced old text with Western Caucus text) and Lamar Smith draft 
which borrows heavily from Western Caucus text. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 5:14 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Here is an update on all three outstanding CMS's that mention Pebble: 

• Western Caucus (Gosar et al) was revised by OW. Attached is the revised OW-approved text so this is the best model for 
new letters 
• De Fazio - I just revised parts of that based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 
• Lamar Smith - I drafted this based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 

All three of these are at the OW level - none have been issued yet. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 4:52 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett. brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Palmer and Brittany, 

Thanks for any update that you can provide regarding the progress of our congressional responses. I have a new CMS at the region 
that I would like to potentially draw from those responses for. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 1:50 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Meeting - Cancellation for 10/9 and update request 
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Hello BB 404(c) Team, 

I propose we cancel for 10/9 and plan to meet on 10/16. Thank you for keeping 10/16 in mind. 

Palmer, I would appreciate hearing what is happening with the two congressional responses that we know are underway and the 
potential one from Lamar Smith. I'd like to be able to tell David Allnutt the more recent news at his check-in on 10/9 at 9am PST. 

Update ( 

FOIA 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Western Caucus Letter, Gossar et al. 

• Status? 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 

• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper 

use of 404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 

• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

• Given back to Palmer last week. New DeFazio put back in CMS 9/18 

• Status? 

Lamar Smith 

• Possibly sent a Bristol Bay letter that has gone into CMS on 9/4. Keeping an eye out for this letter. 

• Status? 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 

Sent: Fri 11/30/2018 3:30:30 PM (UTC) .-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Subject: RE: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK: !._ _____________ Ex. __ 5 _Deliberative_ Process _(_DP) _______________ i 

Thanks John - just sent her a follow-up email. 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 10:18 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:! _______ Ex._ 5 __ Deliberative _Process _(DP) _______ ! 

Thanks, Palmer. Re: OW contact, see my email from November 15 and feel free to follow up with Miriam Wiggins-Lewis on my 
behalf. 
Thanks 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Nov 30, 2018, at 10:08 AM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Folks: 

Attached are materials that were provided to Matt Leopold for his weekend briefing book in prep for a meeting he is 

having with OG C staff on 12/ 4 reg a rd i ng_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~~~-~--~~~-i_!:>_e_r!J.~v_e __ ~!.~:~~~-{°-.~L.-._·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·___i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 1:04 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:[_ ___________ Ex. __ 5 _Deli_berative __ Process_ (DP) _____________ ] 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Date: November 29, 2018 at 12:49:40 PM PST 
To: OGC Immediate Office Support <0GCFrontOfficeSupportStaff@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" 
<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Simons, Andrew" <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov>, 
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"Sheppard, Tracy" <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, 
"Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Schwab, Justin" <SchwabJustin@epa.gov> 

Subject: FOR MATT"S WEEKEND NOTEBOOK:[ _________ Ex._ 5 __ D_eliberative __ P_rocess __ (DP) -·-·-·-·-! 

____ Matt -: ___________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5. De_l i berative __ P rocess( D P)___ ______________________________________________ __L ______________ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ex. SAC/DP 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Associate General Counsel 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5489 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
l ___________________________________________ i 
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To: Harrington, Rachel[harrington.rachel@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/2018 6:37:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 
Conservative Letter on Section 404(c).pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

fyi 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2018 5:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

fyi 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2018 4:53 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

Subject: Fwd: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bennett, Tate" <Bennett.Tate@epa.gov> 
Date: September 6, 2018 at 3:37:20 PM EDT 
To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Mike Palicz <mpalicz@atr.org> 
Date: September 6, 2018 at 2:35:23 PM EDT 
To: Elizabeth Tate Bennett <bennett.tate@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: Conservative letter on Section 404(c) 

Tate and Mike, 

I hope you are both doing well. Attached please find a coalition letter from 15 conservative 
groups urging Acting Administrator Wheeler to rescind the proposed veto ("proposed 
determination") on Pebble Mine in Southwest Alaska. While we applaud the June memo issued by 
former Administrator Pruitt, we believe the continuing existence of the proposed veto on Pebble 
Mine still sets a precedent for future administrations and undermines the reform intended in 
Pruitt's memo. 
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Please let me know if I can provide any additional information or answer any questions. 

Best, 

Mike Palicz 
Federal Affairs Manager 
Americans for Tax Reform 

___ z~_?._J~_th..?._t!._~_e,t NW I Washington, DC 20005 
l. __________ ~~:_§. __________ J I -'--'----'--'----'-'--'-""--"'---'--'"--'---G I !..!!.,l,==~'---'--"-'c-<i, 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 9/20/2018 1 :38:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: FYI ONLY: EPA's Obama-Era Pebble Mine Limits to Remain, Alaska Group Says 

Russ participated in one of the BB meetings last week 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 9:35 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FYI ONLY: EPA's Obama-Era Pebble Mine Limits to Remain, Alaska Group Says 

Interesting, normally Ann C. would catch these meeting and pull Russ and I in. I'll follow up with her. 

bf 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 9:32 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: FYI ONLY: EPA's Obama-Era Pebble Mine Limits to Remain, Alaska Group Says 

FYI - Lee had two meetings last week with groups opposed to Pebble Mine. Yesterday, there were a few articles in the press that 

reported out from those meetings, below is an example. The headlines for these articles were a bit provocative. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 8:19 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI ONLY: EPA's Obama-Era Pebble Mine Limits to Remain, Alaska Group Says 

News story re BBNC meeting last week w/ HQ. 

Ex. 4 CBI - copyright 
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Ex. 4 CBI - copyright 
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Ex. 4 CBI - copyright 
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To: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 7/18/2018 1: 18:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 6.27.18 new edits 7-18-19.docx 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 7-18-19 clean.docx 

Russ/Brian 

' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

-Palmer 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 6:58 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Palmeri Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-L.---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"Ex. ·5 De I 1be rauv e process( D p) ··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·r 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Pis revise and provide updated letter to Brian so that he can have Sineta enter in system on Friday. If we here back sooner from 
Lee, I will ask Sineta to put into the system as Wanda is temporarily out. 

Thanks 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P;.202..566..O963. ____ , 
d Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 5:55 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Brian/Russ 

! ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

-Palmer 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 11:58 AM 
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To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Lee, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Here is the new language we inserted: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
; 
; 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

If you're fine with this version, I will resubmit it to CMS for your signature. 

Thanks, 

bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 10:42 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Pebble 

That is great. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 16, 2018, at 7:44 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lee, 

We'll get it to you first thing in the morning. 

Thanks 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 
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Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 16, 2018, at 5:18 PM, Forsgren, Lee wrote: 

, __ BrianL------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[ ______ EX. __ 5 __ De I_ i_be rative __ P_ro cess __ {D p) ______ I 

Regards, 

Lee 

From: John Clarke fmailto:i __ Ex. G_Persona_l _Privacy (PP) _i 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 3:13 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee 
Subject: Pebble 

Deputy Assistant Administrator Forsgren, 

I'm very concerned about former Administrator Pruitt's directive that the EPA start looking at curtailing 

its authority under section 404(c). At the same time the Pebble mine's application is moving forward to a 
draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

What are we doing to reinforce our authority under section 404 (c) to stop this monstrosity from 

happening?? And if EPA does somehow prohibit itself from vetoing a mine, what is your plan to stop 

Pebble? I'm very concerned they will just say whatever they need to the Army Corps to get a clean EIS, 

and then the calls will grow louder to lift the PD. But we have said time & again: Wrong Mine, Wrong 
Place and they won't listen! You are our only hope here. 

Looking forward to your reply. 

John 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 2/27/2018 5:45:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: REMINDER: ACTION: revised draft briefing paper re: Options for Additional Public Comment on Pebble/Bristol Bay 
404(c) action 
Pebble-Bristol Bay 404(c) Options for additional public comment 2-20-18 clean.docx 
Pebble-Bristol Bay 404(c) Options for additional public comment Redline of 2-13-18 draft.docx 

Hough, Palmer has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Pebble Bristol Bay 404(c)_Options for additional public comment_2 20 rn.doc:x 

John - have you had a chance to look at this yet? 

Would you like a hard copy? 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 5:52 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>; Libertz, Catherine 
<Libertz.Catherine@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Murphy, Stacy <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael 
<0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Shoemake, 
Neverley <shoemake.neverley@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: REMINDER: ACTION: revised draft briefing paper re: Options for Additional Public Comment on Pebble/Bristol Bay 404(c) 
action 

FYI - reminder, we would appreciate your comments by noon ET Tuesday 2/27 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 5:20 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>; Libertz, Catherine 
<Libertz.Catherine@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.go_y>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Murphy, Stacy <Murphy.Sta y@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@e~> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael 
<0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Shoemake, 
Neverley <shoemake.neverley@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: ACTION: revised draft briefing paper re: Options for Additional Public Comment on Pebble/Bristol Bay 404(c) action 

Folks: 

Thank you to those who provided comments on the last draft, attached for your review is a revised draft briefing paper evaluating 
options for additional public comment on the Pebble/Bristol Bay 404(c) action. As you know, EPA's 1-26-18 decision not to 
withdraw the 2014 PD includes a statement that EPA intends, at a future time, to solicit additional public comment regarding this 

L.~.-40
~~ ~--~t~ ;-Iii. be rat i Ve ·_Process-~ (DP) _~-~-~-~-r·-·-·-·~-~'.-.~--~~-

1~-~~!~.!~~-~---~~?_<?.~~-~-J~.~L ____________________________________________________________________________ J 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
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[ ___________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De Ii be rat iv e __ Process __ (_DP) __________________________________________ i 
We would appreciate your comments on the revised draft by noon ET Tuesday 2/27. This will give us time to work with you to 

develop a final briefing paper that can be circulated in advance of the 3/6 meeting with senior leadership. 

If you are comfortable using sharepoint, please provide those comments in red line in the attached sharepoint file. Otherwise, 
please email me your mark-up to the attached word file labeled "2-20-18_clean". Also if you provided comments on the 2-13-18 

draft, a red line of that draft is attached showing how your comments were addressed and integrated. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 9:34:16 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Kevin the June 27 attachment from CEI is on one page - do you have the rest of the document? 

-----Original Message-----
From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 12:45 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

FYI. .. 
The saga continues. 

-----Original Message----
From: Holloman, Vincia 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 12:20 PM 
To: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Hi: 

Attached is background information for the discussion on Bristol Bay. the last attachment is the letter 
received from Ben Lieberman from Competitive Enterprise Institute dated June 27, 2019. Based on the 
CMS control, response is due today. In the letter, Mr. Lieberman challenges the last interim.response ___ _ 

_ that_ EQMD _issued_ on_ June _21, _2019_ with_out_ specifying_ the_ date for_ response_ to _the _RFC.l_e:::.~'.~'~-~;~~-:::'.~'.~1~e~.J 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ~t 
( _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i 

! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Looking forward to your decision on the path forward 

Vincia 

Vincia C. Francis-Holloman 
Director, 
Enterprise Quality Management Division 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs WJCW 6340D 
1200 PA Ave. NW, 2821T 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel: (202) 564 5176 
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"Quality means doing it right when no one is looking." Ford 

-----Original Message-----
From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Shenefiel, Pam <shenefiel.pam@epa.gov>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Hi Pam, 

This letter from Competitive Enterprise Institute is the reaction by the IQG requester of RFC #19001 
concerning an interim response (attached, see RFC 19001 interim) provided to them on June 20, 2019 

___ regarding_ their _Bristol_ Bay_ Watershed_ Assessment _request._L._ _________________ Ex. _ 5_ Deliberative _Process_ (DP) _______________ _.! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

EQMD IQG processing staff 

-----Original Message----
From: Shenefiel, Pam 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:26 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

I just assigned this to EQMD. What is the status? 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 4:43 PM 
To: Shenefiel, Pam <shenefiel.pam@epa.gov>; Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>; Auby, 
Susan <Auby.Susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 

Control AX-19-000-6380 has been assigned to your office on 7/18/19 4:43 PM by Kevin Haywood. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
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Control Number: AX-19-000-6380 
Control Subject: Reading File - November 14, 2018 Request for Correction Number 19002 Pertaining to 
the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
From: Lieberman, Ben 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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To: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Ebersole, Joe[Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov]; McCracken, Betsy 
W.[mccracken.betsy@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 7/19/2019 10:38:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Hough, Palmer has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Pebble_prelirninary findings in 2014 PD and DEIS.doc:x 

Folks: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

I would greatly appreciate your comments in redline in the attached by COB Monday. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 1 :36:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 
BBNC Letter to Leopold 7.11.19.pdf 
BBNC 404 and DEIS Comment ltr (Final) 7.1.2019.pdf 
BBNC Comment Appendices and Links.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Proiect DEIS.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA consolidated comments Final.pdf 
Pebble Mine DEIS - DOI Comments and Enclosures.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA Cover-final.docx.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Permit POA-2017-00271.pdf 
11 July2019 BBNC Meeting.docx 

FYI - adding the notes from BBNC's meeting with RlO yesterday. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 4:18 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 
Importance: High 

FYI - another incoming from AK Tribal community about the PD withdrawal issue. This one is from Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
(BBNC). 

This is in addition to yesterday's letter from United Tribes of Bristol Bay (UTBB). 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 4:08 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 1:00 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office:_(206) 5_53-_1_234 ., 
Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 

L-~·-·-·-·-~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNCNET> 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 12:41 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
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Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Chris, 

The below email and attachments were sent to Matt 

Thanks, 

Dan 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 11:38 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

today. 

Subject: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Matt, 

Attached please find a letter from Bristol Bay Native Corporation with attachments concerning your recent Memorandum to Chris 

Hladick, Regional Administrator for Region 10. A hard copy of these documents will also follow by regular mail. 

I hope we can stay in contact regarding any potential action concerning the Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay and 404(q) 

elevation process and that you will continue to seek input from BBNC and other Bristol Bay tribes and stakehoders. 

Thanks and best regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 

r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•~ 

D · L_ ____________ Ex .. 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

www.bbnc.net 
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To: McCracken, Betsy W.[mccracken.betsy@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 7:49:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Thank you 

From: McCracken, Betsy W. 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 3:48 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Hi Palmer, 

I read through the document a few times. In the interest of your time and the short deadline, I don't have further substantive 
comments to provide at this time. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review. 
Betsy 

Betsy McCracken 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Water Division/Regional Administrators Division 
222 W. ]fh Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 
99513 
Wor,k:(907) 271-1206 ·-·-·, 
Ce 11 :! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 7:14 AM 
To: Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; McCracken, Betsy W. <mccracken.betsy@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 
<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Joe/Matt/Betsy 

I've addressed comments that Kate provided in this document, please let me know if you can review the attachment this AM. I 
need to move it forward to Heidi as soon as possible. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2019 6:39 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; McCracken, Betsy W. 
<mccracken.betsy@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Folks: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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I would greatly appreciate your comments in redline in the attached by COB Monday. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 7/9/2019 11 :44:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Questions regarding new directive on Pebble 
Brennan et al 2019 shifting habitat mosaics and fish production across river basins.pdf 

FYI - should have included you on this email from 6/28. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Miller, Clay <Miller.Clay@epa.gov> 
Subject: Questions regarding new directive on Pebble 

John/David 

I called into yesterday's video conference with Matt Leopold but it was not clear who else participated since there was no roll call. 
It's always hard to ask questions when you are not in the room, so I wanted to share some of my questions and concerns based on 
what I heard. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

-Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 8:34:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 
BBsLetterto Leopold 7.12.19.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

FYI -Another incoming to Leopold from Bristol Bay stakeholders, the third in the last 3 days. 

This one is from a group who met with Leopold in AK a few weeks ago and includes the following: 

"During our June 13th meeting, we specifically asked you about EPA's 2014 Proposed Determination. We were pleased with your 
response in which you openly told us that EPA had "no timeline" for any potential further review of the Proposed Determination, 
and, should EPA do so, it would honor former Administrator Scott Pruitt's commitment to do so only after "solicit[ing] public 
comment on what further steps, if any, the Agency should take in the section 404{ c) process in order to prevent unacceptable 
adverse effects to the watershed's world-class fisheries in light of the permit application that has now been submitted to the 
Corps. "1 Your specific words were that former Administrator Pruitt's directive on the Proposed Determination, "still stands." 

In light of our discussion on June 13th, we were dismayed to read your Memorandum to Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 
regarding the Proposed Determination that was released to the public on June 26th. Less than two weeks after you made 
commitments to us regarding the Proposed Determination you directed Hladick to resume consideration of whether to withdraw 
the Proposed Determination and "to reevaluate the need for additional {public} comment..." in doing so." 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 4:16 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 1:04 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Erik - Another incoming. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Date: July 12, 2019 at 12:28:34 PM PDT 
To: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Daniel L. Cheyette" <dcheyette@BBNCNET> 
Date: July 12, 2019 at 12:19:43 PM MDT 

To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Chris, 

One more letter from Bristol Bay to Matt Leopold. Appreciate your consideration. 

Regards, 

Dan 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 

Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 10:19 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Matt, 

Attached is a letter from all of the organizations that attended our June 13th Dillingham meeting 

regarding that visit and the subsequent Memorandum to Region 10 concerning the Proposed 
Determination. 

Appreciate your consideration of our views. 

Regards, 

Daniel L. Cheyette 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Ebersole, Joe[Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov]; McCracken, Betsy W.[mccracken.betsy@epa.gov]; Lacroix, 
Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 3:14:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Hough, Palmer has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Pebble_prelirninary findings in 2014 PD and DEIS.doc:x 

Joe/Matt/Betsy 

I've addressed comments that Kate provided in this document, please let me know if you can review the attachment this AM. I 
need to move it forward to Heidi as soon as possible. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2019 6:39 PM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; McCracken, Betsy W. 
<mccracken.betsy@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Folks: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

I would greatly appreciate your comments in redline in the attached by COB Monday. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=4E5CDF09A3924DADA6D322C6794CC4FA-LEOPOLD, 
MA] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 6:53:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Update 
Draft straw timeline to propose withdrawal of EPA.DOCX 

Passing this along to give you a sense of timeline for the work needed. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

-----Original Message-----
From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Update 
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To: Pawlowski, Michael (Murkowski)[Michael_Pawlowski@murkowski.senate.gov] 
From: Jackson, Ryan[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 10:06:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Quick question 
Pebble letter to RD James 072519.pdf 

From: Pawlowski, Michael (Murkowski) <Michael_Pawlowski@murkowski.senate.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 5:35 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Quick question 

Twice in one week - do you have a minute for a quick question? 

Sent the Samsung S7, an AT&T 4G LTE 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
VVashnglon, D. C 20460 

July 25. 20 ! 9 

The l lonnrab!e R.D. James 
i\ssisrnnt Secretary nf the :\rmy (Chi! Works) 
U.S. Department of 1.hc Arrny 
l OS Army Pentagon 
\\'ashing Ion, DC 20310-0 I 08 

OFFICE OF 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

l am writing In regard to EPA Region 1 O's July 26, 20 l 9 dcmJ!inc to provide notice under Part 
JV. paragraph 3(b) of the !992 !vlemornndmn of Agreement to impkment CWA Section 404(ql 
(hcrcinafwr rcfem:xi lo as the ··;vlOA"). 

/\s you hnmv, the U.S. Emiromncntal Pn)lt:dinn Agency (EPA) Region !O subiniHcd comments 
on .luly I. 2019 to the U-S. Anny Corps of Engineers, Alaska District nn Public NotiC'c P(}A-
20J J..onnl for a Ckan \Vater Ac1 tCW,,\) Section 404 permit dak·d \farch 1,2019 (PNJ. In 
ndditlon to the C\VA S1.'.clion 404 comml'nt lelll'r. EPA Region lO also subinith:d comment letter 
under the National Envinmmi:nta! Po!iry Act and Section 309 nf !he Clean i\ir Act on !he Alaska 
District ·s February 20 I 9 Draft Environmental Im.pact Sta1cmc111 frir !he Pebble Project (CEQ 
Nmnber 20190018: EPA Region !O Project Numlx:r I 8-000:>CUE). \Vt: understand 1hi11 the 
Alaska District received O\'Cf l 00,000 commt:·nts on its Drall Em ironmcntal lmp;ict Stati:nK·nt 
alone, 

In the July L 2019 eorrnm.•nt kttcr. Region 10 initiated the procedure nutlined in Par! IV. 
paragraph }(a) of till~ 404(q) rvHJ;\, Pursmmt tn the \'!OA. iHHX· a ktkr is sun under paragraph 
3(a). 1hc Regional :\drninistrator has 25 i:alcndar days after the end or the public comment period 
1n notify 1he Distrk1 FnginccT by km.:r thal: "the disdmrgc yjJJ h,I\ c subst,mti<'!I and unao:.:cptabk: 
imp,ict Pl1 aqualir n.::;ourccs of na1iorn1l importun .. ·e." Thi:-: 15-tby p1.:-riod cm pnnick an 
opportunity !'or the Curps Dis1rk1 w hcucr understand ;md consult with the EP,\ R,'gi1 in :ihnu! 
th(: isst11::s r:iis,~·d or pnn id..:: addi1iom1! infornntion. 

! !11;· P\tTtd! timdirn:s 1m1,i, .. kd in tlw -lO-lfq) \1();\ \,ere dL'h'lnp1.'d to irnph:m,:nt C\\ .\ s1xliPn 
40--1.( q )_ s-,'clion -W-kq i rmn id,:•; tha! "sw::h a;;rc1.-0 rn(·nts sh;dl h,:- dt:'\ dnpL'd lo '.h',lff(' 1h;11. t<,; thl' 

ma:.:imum L'\knt p1\1ctii:ahk. a dcL'i:jpn with F>spcet 1\1 an Jppiic.ilrnn l11r :1 pvrmit undvr 
'A1bv:ui11n Ctl ,'.d !Iris s,:i.JirH1 \\11111-:• made nnl later than 1hc nindicl!i rby ai'!..:r the dak lh1.: nn!i1.-'t• 
L,r suth ;1ppl ivatiPn ii, publislh·d under sul·is,.:,:\iiin Lll Pi' this s .. ·rtinn." 33 l .S,C. ~ 1 _·q.h q l. 
Whik th,.: !iffK·lim:·s in ..l(!.,J.(q l \I(),\ ;uc tin1cral1;, ir11p,w!JIH ;n m1:(·J tn !ilak ,.;-l'lh:it:·nc:- ;u,d 
!irnv!i1w:-;-.; in 1.h,: p~·1-rnit1iriµ p1"<i1.-·,.;•!;,~. the· 1!d!hh l i ( iuicklin1..·c, ri:ui:;nih.:' that 1hv (mi,kliih> 
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analyses and dm:umentation depend on !he signiikancc m1d complexity of the discharge actid1y, 
40 CJ,'_R, ~ 2J0.6(b). 

Umkr the rnnent lirndinc pnnided in tht' i\IOA EPA would nt'cd w make a decision about 
whcllKT 10 send a kncr under paragraph 3(b) on or bcfrirc July 26, 2019, G ivcn the signi iic,mcc 
of the project substantiu.:- issues raised in EPA·s comm en! lcllcrs on the Alaska Dis1rici's DEIS 
.ind .:tO..t PN as wd! as the number of other comments rcceinxl by thi: Dis1ric1 which the Coq)s 
nmsl devok resources to considering. EPA recognizes iha1 it is 1101 prnctkabk fi)r the Corps to 

engage in the activilics described ,ibovc in the 25 call'ndar days cuntcmplatcd by i\lOA As a 
rcsulL we request your ackno\vkdgement that under the particular circumstances hi.nc. fu!lil!ing 
cnch of our agency· s roks under the statute. regulations and tvtOA wilrranls taking n1orc time for 
additional engagernenl in the 40:.l(q) process. 

The \10A was t.'ntcn:d intn by the Assislunt Secn;:tary of the i\rmy fr1r Civil Works and the 
Ai:ting Assistant Administrator of \Vater. I have been delegated 1hc au!hority t.o pcrfrmn all 
!1.11K:tions and responsibilities retained by the Administrator or previously ddegnlcd to the 
Assislant Administrator frir \Vattr related to the Pd,blc Deposit ,\rva. I nm requesting. for 
purposes or this particular pcnnining proceeding, that ·we memorialize through an exchange of 
kllcrs our ngrccm.ent on or before July 26.2019 to extend lhc deadline described in paragraph 
J(b) beyond the 25 days contc:mp!atcd in -1:0.:1:(q) \10A for this pntlect. 1 Spcdfkal!y. ! am 
seeking an ex!ension of the deadline to send a letter under paragraph }(h) of the 404(q) \JOA tn 
30 days after the Corps provides EPA with the prC!imin.iry dr;:1fis of di:C'ision documents. drnft 
permit and Record of Decision. for its consideration. This agrec:ment is an important step in 
EPA ·s continued efforts to work ,vith the Corps on the CWA Scctlon 404 permitting process, to 
appropriately address impacts from the proposed mine consistent with applicabk' !nw. 

'. :lu:, L'lkr ;md thv Cnq·,, · n,"'-!'S'll,< idkr r,,:tltd ;, 'd.>hnur_,, -s,::l<-"1.'m,·,1t tlu\ ,\pr,·,,,·~ i!t,_, c'.\l(>J.foi1!i lnt,:111inn< nf 

1!1<-· l'i,r!i,•-, \ci1lwr lht:,,.( h::kr,, 11<11· ihv \Ji\\ rd,,·c·n,·~·d lh.'!\'in ;;r,' in~·1H.kd hi h: k,i,1!1:, !>indinr. dn nut n,·,11c: 
;rn;- c·c'l\\1-;,1,·11i;i! ndiµ;\ti,,11~, Pr ,H\' nd s:n(,,r,,;,."c11,!v h: ;in~ p.1n:,. In ,1ddit ,,,ii_ th,- L:n,.-1 '• ,md \.hv \J( \\ rt'i",;1\.·n1.·,•d 
1is:rdn d,, lllll ;;,,·:1,,' ,,n~ 1·i\:IH (>f k·nc'!iL q1h,,u,1t i1 ,, nl ;,r,K·,.·dm:1L ,:nfr,r,.:c;1hk !,., l;i,1 ,,r ,·,pl\\, h> p,·r:,Plh "h<, ;uv 
·:1~·)1 p~H·t:,. hJ th~.,, ~i;:'.~\·1..'ffH,:nL d~.~~in<l lh~~ t .s /q·n1: t·f1·:T=:,, {~r I F \. ih<-ff n(fr~.:-:..:r'-- nr ,.tiH:p,k,~('l''.'-, nr ;in~ ndh,:·r ficr:--.~~n 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
6/7/2019 3:03:59 PM 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer 
[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; 
Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553- 1 223 
sl·ern .o llyn@"epo .gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlino.Corrfe(c;c'epo.cicv> wrote: 

<image00 I .git> 
Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made 

that you might want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1 . There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different 

from others because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of 

mining activity, especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an 

exceptional area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt 

was very interested in the comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on 

the permitting timetable, the amount of analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide 

perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity- they said 

the Corps rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans -TU emphasized that the wastewater generated 

for just the planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in 

Alaska and 3x any other mine in the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and 

would have catastrophic impact on downstream waters and fisheries - and this does not 

even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected to expand 8x. TU said 

DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

YJ.§.b.l_i_pg.carrie@epa.g_gy 
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Appointment 

From: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Sent: 2/28/2019 6:27:26 PM 
To: Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Leadership Briefing 
Attachments: Administrator's Internal Meeting Request Form.docx; Bristol Bay Presentation_Darwin Feb 28 2019.pdf 
Location: Seattle in 21-Tahoma and Wash DC in DCRoomARN5020/DC-AR-OEI and AOO 

Start: 2/28/2019 7:15:00 PM 
End: 2/28/2019 8:15:00 PM 
Show Time As: Tentative 

-----Original Appointment----

From: RlO-ORA 

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2019 3:42 PM 

To: RlO-ORA; Darwin, Henry; Peterson, Erik; Young, Margo; Bolen, Brittany; Forsgren, Lee; Fotouhi, David; Allnutt, David; 
McGrath, Patricia; Hough, Palmer; Tomiak, Robert; Neugeboren, Steven; Stern, Allyn; Goodin, John; Gahner, Pamela; 

Leopold, Matt (OGC); Hladick, Christopher; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Vaughan, Molly; Detwiler, Susan K.; Schwab, Justin 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Nogi, Jill; Kaiser, Russell; Frazer, Brian; Knight, 

Kelly; Jackson, Ryan; Eng, Connie; Rodgers, Ryan; Barnhart, Megan 

Subject: Bristol Bay Leadership Briefing 
When: Thursday, February 28, 2019 11:15 AM-12:15 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 

Where: Seattle in 21-Tahoma and Wash DC in DCRoomARN5020/DC-AR-OEI and AOO 

Will set up a VTC, please forward VTC information to Pam Gahner (gahncr.parnch:udcpayov) so this can be set-up 
through RTP 

Conference Line: 

POC: 

Phone: i : 
C d 

: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

o e: l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Program: 
Scheduling RIO: 

Erik Peterson 206-553-6382 
Pam Gahner 206-553-2598 
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Appointment 

From: Marshall, Tom [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =5D29134ESE32489B9AB0AEB262F55075-TMARSHAL] 
6/7/2019 9:42:45 PM 

To: Jefferson, Tricia [Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 
Attachments: 2019 HQ Internal Meeting Request Form_Bristol Bay_#3_5.16.19.docx 
Location: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; R10Sea

RoomSup-21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

Start: 

End: 
6/10/2019 6:00:00 PM 
6/10/2019 7:30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Hladick, Christopher 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:35 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Fotouhi, David; Forsgren, Lee; Bolen, Brittany 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Allnutt, David; Goodin, John; Tomiak, Robert; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, 

Carrie; Stern, Allyn; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; Hough, Palmer; Detwiler, 

Susan K.; Nogi, Jill; Peterson, Erik; Szerlog, Michael; Barnhart, Megan; Hoppe, Allison; Marshall, Tom; Schwab, Justin; 

Lacroix, Matthew; Blackmond, Vicky; Haskins, Antonio; Opalski, Dan; Chung, Angela; Inge, Carolyn; Fordham, Tami; 

Schaedle, Candi; Kime, Robin; Lovell, Will (William); Frazer, Brian; Grandinetti, Cami 

Subject: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 

When: Monday, June 10, 2019 11:00 AM-12:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 

Where: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; R10Sea

RoomSup-21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

VTC will be available in the following locations: 

HQ personnel - DC Room A.RN 4045 

R.10 personnel - 21-Umatma 

RTP will open the conference line for those not able to attend via VTC. Please use the call in number below to 

be connected. 

i·---~9_Q.f ~!.~_Q_~~--~(_':_X~-~-:.~'~!~~•~-~~~•_'.'~-~P_P!.J 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

HQ POC: John Mutz, 202-564-8043 

R10 POC: Erik Petersen, 206-553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/2018 11 :45:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Hi Erik - I thought you wanted updates by mid-day Monday? I had been working on this between meetings and other deadlines 
today- it has been a chaotic day ... I would just leave it and not send another update to him - but so that you are aware ... Have a 

good weekend. 

Thanks, Eric! This sounds like a good approach to me. Can I add one bullet point that has not been on anyone's radar for a while but 
recently I've made good progress on and was going to discuss on Tuesday? David will be aware of the first and second sentences 

but not the rest. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
For Trustees 7._ ___ Ex. __ 5 __ Deliberative_ P_rocess __ (DP_) ____ I 
Can I also adjust this bullet a bit: 
! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, September 07, 2018 12:28 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Patty, Molly and Ashley, 

David Allnutt is working next week but traveling on September 11th
• Because he will be traveling, I propose we cancel the 9/11 BB 

check-in. In place of the meeting, I suggest an update that we would send to the whole invite check-in invite list. Below is a draft 
update, please provide feedback- ideally no later than mid-day September 10th

• 

Hello, 

Welcome back David! Given that you are out on September 11, we are canceling the check-in and the Bristol Bay Teams have the 
following update for you. We plan on having the Bristol Bay Check-in on September 25 th at 9:00 am PST. 
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Updates 

Permit Oversight/ NEPA Review Team 

Preliminary EIS review 

• EPA has reviewed and commented on section 3 (affected environment). Currently working on section 4 (environmental 
consequences) 

404(c) Team 

__ );.Cl.IA ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 

• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper use of 
404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 

• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

Interest group letter to EPA 

• This 9/6/18 letter to EPA from 15 interest groups (including, for example, the Competitive Enterprise Institute) urges 

Wheeler to rescind the proposed determination and applauds the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt. 

• If this letter is controlled for a response, HQ will share a draft with RlO. 

External Meetings 

• Henry Darwin met with Pebble representatives the week of 8/2/18. The 404(c) Team uploaded a note of this meeting to 

our external meetings folder on share point. 

• We want to emphasize our interest for external meetings at all levels to be recorded with: topic, date, attendees, agenda 
and notes. 

i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Mon 2/11/2019 4:54:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Allnutt Check-in 2/12/19 - Draft Agenda 

Agree. No further edits. 

From: Vaughan, Molly 
Sent: Friday, February 8, 2019 12:12 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Allnutt Check-in 2/12/19 - Draft Agenda 

~~!~its~ I wou Id !._ __________________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative _Process _ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Molly 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 10:59 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan. Mol ly@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Allnutt Check-in 2/12/19 - Draft Agenda 

Patty, Ashley and Molly, 

Please send comments/additions before COB 2/11 so that I can add the final agenda to the calendar invite for the check-in with 
David on the 12th at 1:15 pm PST (I changed the time due to David and Linda having multiple conflicts). 

Draft Agenda 

NEPA/Permit Oversight (below is from 1/29 check-in) 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

Public Notice 

Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

Plan for compiling comments on the DEIS, including leveraging ORD expertise 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

CMS 
• AK State Senate Leaders 
• Pebble Limited Partnership 
• Thomas Allen 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 
• Scoping meeting 

Press 
• McClatchy 
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FOIA 
• Trustees 

• McKeever 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Lynne Hood (Hood.Lynne@epa.gov)[Hood.Lynne@epa.gov]; Erik Peterson 
(Peterson.Erik@epa.gov)[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Thur 5/10/2018 3:44:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: ET mining subgroup updates 

Hi Lynne and Erik - .-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
I am preparing my regular update for the mining ET subgroup. Could you please revise the entries in the table below: "'"""""'"ro'"' 1

"
1i 

l_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._ 5 _Del_iberative Process (DP) ________________________________________________________ ]If so, please add to the table. 
Please send me updates by noon tomorrow. 
Call if you have questions. 
Thanks - Patty 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00096418-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ' 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: RAD-202 
Office: (206) 553-6113 

Cel It Ex. 6 _Personal_ Privacy_ (PP)_ i 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 7:26:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Please review -- BB remarks and statement 
Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft R10 cmts.docx 
EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19.docx 

Please take a look at both of these and let me know asap if you have any Qs or comments. Th is needs to get to Lee soon. Than ks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
O: 206-553-2160 C: : __ Ex. 6 Personal _Privacy_(PP) _i 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;nst 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 12:00 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Lee's fine with the statement. Oge and RlO- do you all need to run it by your leadership before we share it with opa? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 5, 2019, at 2:34 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hello: 

Thanks for putting this together, looks good! 

My comments on the draft remarks are attached, plus our updated statement/messages. 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: :. Ex.6Personal_Pnvacy_(PPJ_I 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Here's what I put together a few minutes ago -

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
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Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:47 PM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

A few edits (below). Also, are the talking points ready for Matt L? he wanted to review them today ... 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:41 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

All, can we cut the holding statement down to the following? If you are ok with this approach, I'll run the statement by 
Lee today. -Allison 

Holding Statement: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:08 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 
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Thanks Carrie for reaching out. 

Suzanne Skadowski in RlO has drafted talking points and has shared them with communications contacts at HQ. 

Our aim is to have them ready for review and discussion by the June 5th 11am PST/ 2pm EST Bristol Bay Career 
Leadership Check-in. 

<image00l.jpg> 
Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:22 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, 
Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Last I heard, Erik was going to be working on the talking points .... copying him so he can confirm (or deny). 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 10:10 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Hi Marianne and Allison -

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Thanks, 
Rob S. 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 7:56 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Please see the latest itinerary, I will continue to provide additional details and updates to the itinerary as meeting 
times are finalized and representative names are provided for each meeting. 

Rob - meet Marianne -you are both working on this from a public affairs perspective for Matt Leopold and Chris 
Hladick, respectively. 

Thanks! Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 
Alaska Operations Office 
EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 
222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 

~a.gov I ~a.gov/rEc.gJQQ_LQ 
<image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png> <image006.png><image007.png> 

<Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft RlO cmts.docx> 
<EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19.docx> 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Mon 6/3/2019 7:37:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine HQ visit -- messages [draft deliberative do not share] 
EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit messages draft 5-31 v2.docx 

FYI and awareness. Just for your eyes only for now, do not share. I'm still waiting for response from OW Com ms or OPA. These 
should not be shared beyond this staff team level. Thanks! 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:27 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine HQ visit -- messages 
Importance: High 

Allison and Nancy-

We could really use your feedback here soon. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
[_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. _5 Deliberative_ Pro'cess (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___! 
We hope to share these with career leadership ahead of our Wed. call with them to finalize next week's briefing and trip. Please let 
me know how I can help you help me. : -) 

Thanks, 
Suzanne 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 7:27 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine HQ visit -- messages 

Hi Allison, 

Attached are draft messages and Q/As for the Matt & Lee visit to Bristol Bay June 11-13. 

It would be great if you could help shepherd this through OW and OGC folks for reviews and comments. 

Give me a call if you wantto chat more. 

Thank you! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle·-·-· 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.5DeliberativeProcess(DP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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Message 

From: Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
6/7/2019 3 :05:29 PM Sent: 

To: McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

FYI 

Allison Hoppe 
Attorney Advisor 

American Indian & Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager 
Cross-Cutting Issues law Office 

Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-1912 

I am a proud member of the lGBTQ+ community AND an EPA Ally. learn more and take the pledge here. 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 11:00 AM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit... 
Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 

want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 
area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 

analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 
4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity - they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 
c. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling,carrie(Wepa,gnv 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 4:50:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Than ks, Heidi, for putting this together· l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~:._?. __ ~f !Q~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__j 

This list looks pretty comprehensive to me. 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 8:58 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Many thank to you and Palmer for putting these together. We are preparing a binder to Matt's trip with pertinent Pebble materials. 

[ ______________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I i be rat iv e __ Process __ { D _P) ------------------------------------------·-· i 
We will give him the binder at the 2:00pm eastern briefing on Friday and just walking him through the contents. Ashley- Can we 
turn to you to cover the two documents you prepared during the briefing? 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 9:04:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please review -- BB remarks and statement 
Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft R10 cmts.Erik.docx 

Suzanne, 

Thanks for sharing. I have one comment on the last point of the attachment. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 12:27 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Please review -- BB remarks and statement 
Importance: High 

Please take a look at both of these and let me know asap if you have any Qs or comments. Th is needs to get to Lee soon. Than ks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nortb.l!JLe.sL_S.eatllr..._. __ 
Q· 206-553-2160 ('I Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 

' ' i_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 12:00 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Lee's fine with the statement. Oge and RlO- do you all need to run it by your leadership before we share it with opa? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 5, 2019, at 2:34 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hello: 

Thanks for putting this together, looks good! 

My comments on the draft remarks are attached, plus our updated statement/messages. 

Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor.thw.r~t:.5.fgt.t/g ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 d Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Here's what I put together a few minutes ago -

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:47 PM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

A few edits (below). Also, are the talking points ready for Matt L? he wanted to review them today ... 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:41 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

All, can we cut the holding statement down to the following? If you are ok with this approach, I'll run the statement by 
Lee today. -Allison 

Holding Statement: 

! _______________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 __ De I i be_ rat iv e __ P_ r o ce s s __ (_D P) _______________________________________________________________________ I 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:08 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, 

Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Thanks Carrie for reaching out. 

Suzanne Skadowski in RlO has drafted talking points and has shared them with communications contacts at HQ. 

Our aim is to have them ready for review and discussion by the June 5th 11am PST/ 2pm EST Bristol Bay Career 
Leadership Check-in. 

<image00l.jpg> 
Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:22 AM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, 

Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Last I heard, Erik was going to be working on the talking points .... copying him so he can confirm (or deny). 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 10:10 AM 
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To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Hi Marianne and Allison -

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Thanks, 
Rob S. 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 7:56 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov>; 

Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Please see the latest itinerary, I will continue to provide additional details and updates to the itinerary as meeting 

times are finalized and representative names are provided for each meeting. 

Rob - meet Marianne -you are both working on this from a public affairs perspective for Matt Leopold and Chris 

Hladick, respectively. 

Thanks! Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 
Alaska Operations Office 
EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 
222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 

~a.gov I ~a.gov/rE,_gJQQ_;LQ 
<image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png> <image006.png><image007.png> 

<Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft RlO cmts.docx> 

<EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19.docx> 

ED_002890_00097404-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Mon 6/10/2019 7:06:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Notes for Trip 

Done, thanks! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 5:50 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Notes for Trip 

Hi Tami 
Can you or someone at AOO make some sign in sheets for the meetings? 
Thanks 
Patty 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Kaiser, Russell" <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Date: June 10, 2019 at 4:06:10 AM PDT 
To: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: "McGrath, Patricia" <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, 
"Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Notes for Trip 

Yes, I think we can work that together ... 

Patti - can you bring some sign in sheets? Also, Patti -are we all meeting in the hotel lobby tomorrow morning? What 

time? Thanks 

Russ 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 9, 2019, at 8:35 PM, Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Russ and Patty-

Would one of you be willing to take notes at the meetings this week with external parties? Palmer and 
Brittany were the note takers the last time we went to the watershed, and I had reached out to Brittany 
thinking she was coming on the trip but I hear she's on detail instead. 

Allyn agrees that it's important that we have documentation of the meetings with third parties (I'm less 

concerned about the meeting with the Corps but I recommend notes for the others). I realize it might 
not be comfortable to take notes on a computer. Depending upon what makes sense to you, you could 
certainly take notes on paper and then transfer them later. 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ~nd so won't be at the office. If you'd like to talk about this, 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

feel free to give me a call. 

Thanks and if I don't talk to you, have a good trip! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
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U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Notes.docx> 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Kaiser, Russell[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=222DA99956D24CA 197DC6F8BF4AE1 FFS-KAISER, RUSSELL] 
Sent: Mon 6/10/2019 8:05:51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Notes for Trip 

Thanks. I am on way to airport. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Hi Russ-
Here is the current itinerary. Tami Fordham is the lead on developing the itinerary, and I will be sure to forward on 
info to you. 
Yes, we will be meeting in the hotel lobby tomorrow at 8:30 am. 
Patty 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 4:06 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Notes for Trip 

Yes, I think we can work that together ... 

Patti - can you bring some sign in sheets? Also, Patti -are we all meeting in the hotel lobby tomorrow morning? What 

time? Thanks 

Russ 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 9, 2019, at 8:35 PM, Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Russ and Patty-

Would one of you be willing to take notes at the meetings this week with external parties? Palmer and 
Brittany were the note takers the last time we went to the watershed, and I had reached out to Brittany 
thinking she was coming on the trip but I hear she's on detail instead. 

Allyn agrees that it's important that we have documentation of the meetings with third parties (I'm less 

concerned about the meeting with the Corps but I recommend notes for the others). I realize it might 
not be comfortable to take notes on a computer. Depending upon what makes sense to you, you could 
certainly take notes on paper and then transfer them later. 

L_ _____________________ Ex. 6_ Personal Privacy (PP) _____________________ jrnd so won't be at the office. If you'd like to talk about this, 

feel free to give me a call. 

Thanks and if I don't talk to you, have a good trip! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
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Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Notes.docx> 

<June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_7 _19 .docx> 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 6/6/2019 1 :26:07 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Pebble Process Timelines - NEPA, 404 and 404c 

Peterson, Erik has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Pebble Process Tirnelines NEPA 404 and 404c.doc:x 

Heidi, 

I've started the attached link to a Pebble Process Timelines document. Saved on sharepoint at: Bristol Bay Policy Check-ins Spring 
2019 

David is working on the "Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Plan - June 10th Check in #3", saved in the same sharepoint folder. 

David agrees this is a good idea and asked that we work on it separately from the briefing plan document he is revising. Hopefully 
my start to the process timeline is roughly in line with what you had in mind. Happy to talk more about how to go about it. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 9:51 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Thanks, Heidi, for putting this together.! ___________________ Ex. __ 5 _ Deliberati_ve _ Pro_cess __ (_DP) ___________________ ! 

This list looks pretty comprehensive to me. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
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1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 8:58 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Many thank to you and Palmer for putting these together. We are preparing a binder to Matt's trip with pertinent Pebble materials. 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _ De_l i be rative _Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

We will give him the binder at the 2:00pm eastern briefing on Friday and just walking him through the contents. Ashley- Can we 

turn to you to cover the two documents you prepared during the briefing? 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; 
Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 4:35:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FYI Pebble Project/CNN 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 9:17 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Project/CNN 
Importance: High 

For your awareness ... see my exchange w/OPA and OW com ms. below. HQ will take the lead in responding as I suggested. 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 

From: Hackel, Angela 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 9:09 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Project/CNN 

Yes, I will keep you looped in. David, I am waiting to hear back on the deadline. 
Thanks, 
Angela 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 12:08 PM 
To: Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Project/CNN 

Sounds good and makes sense. Would like to hear the outcome/response, please. 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 

From: Hackel, Angela 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 9:02 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Project/CNN 

Hi Marianne, 

I checked in with folks here and after additional review they decided to take it back and have HQ respond. 

David, I will reach out to the reporter now to get his deadline. 
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Thanks! 

Angela 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Project/CNN 
Importance: High 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks! 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 

From: Hackel, Angela 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 6:47 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Project/CNN 

Hi Marianne, 

We received the below. Can you please reach out to the reporter to provide him with the latest? 

Thanks, 

Angela 

From: Griffin, Drew <Drew.Griffin@turner.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 9:20 AM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Project/CNN 

Good morning, 

CNN is continuing to follow developments with the permitting of the Pebble Project 
(Pebble Mine) in Alaska. We have several questions we are submitting to EPA 
headquarters for a report that could be published as early as tomorrow (Friday July 26, 
2019). 
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*Has the EPA's "proposed determination" under section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
changed? 

*If so, what is the decision and when was it made? 

*If the EPA has removed the "determination", who made that decision? 

*Upon restoring the special protections for Bristol Bay last year (January 26, 2018), the 
EPA press release made it clear the Pebble Project could still apply for a permit, but 
included this statement: 
. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes the risk to Bristol Bay 
may be unacceptable. (January 26, 2018 EPA) 

*Does the EPA still believe the permit application must clear a high bar? 

*It is clear from the attached letter, region 10 EPA administration Chris Hladick believes 
the Pebble Project still poses significant risks to the Bristol Bay Watershed and that the 
Army Corps of Engineers EIS study inadequately addressed the EPA's environmental 
concerns. Does the EPA leadership share Hladick's concerns? 

CNN would greatly appreciate some responses as soon as possible. I can be reached at l Ex._si 

i Ex. 6 i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Thank you. 

Drew Griffin 
CNN 
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To: Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
From: mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:34: 17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:47:46 AM AKDT 
To: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c: e a. ov>, "Brown, Leah" <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, 
David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c: e a. ov>, "Wehling, 
Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<me ath. atricia c e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne c: e a. ov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c: e a. ov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56: 19 AM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her e a. ov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle c: e a. ov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne cue 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Mutz, John (Fletcher)[mutz.john@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Wilson, 
Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Tue 7/9/2019 12:32:52 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Tami - had a bit of a crazy week last week; sorry for the late response. 

Chris has agreed to a completely different request from three tribes (and NARF) to meet on Bristol Bay-related issues in Seattle on 
Wednesday. Wanted to make sure that you and Wenona were coordinated on how we're responding to tribal meeting and 

consultation requests. Chris may have already spoken to Matt about the Wednesday meeting. 

From: Fordham, Tami 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2019 11:35 AM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Fletcher, the lliamna Village Council has requested a phone meeting. They had intended to meet in person but due to conflicts with 
their council members being unavailable had to cancel at the last minute. 

I wanted to check in with this team before responding to this request. 

My sense of the purpose of the meetings were a meet and greet, but if amenable I think members of the team (or some 
semblance) could honor this request. 

I had a chance to talk with Lee about this request but not Matt or Chris. So I'm copying David for his awareness and invite his 
response. 

If we could identify a lead to work with the Council that would be great. 

Thanks! Tami 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com> 
Date: June 11, 2019 at 2:23:37 PM AKDT 
To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

Thanks for the update! Yep we will give them the tour 

On Tue, Jun 11, 2019 at 2:03 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 
Thanks Joanne, the lliamna Village Council is no longer available so there will be time for the community tour after 
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the meeting with Newhalen. Assuming you still have time. 

Thank you again!! Tami 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 10, 2019, at 3:11 PM, Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com> wrote: 

Yep we will help them 

On Mon, Jun 10, 2019 at 2:52 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Joanne, They will also need rides to PLP and to the AN CSA meeting at Two Sisters and back to 

lliamna Air Taxi in the afternoon. If it is easier for them to rent a vehicle from Newhalen TC or IVC for 
the day or afternoon please let me know, if that is even a possibility. They would just need someone 

to help them know where to go next. Thanks again! Tami 

From: Joanne Wassil lie <ioannewassillie@newhalentribal.com 

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 1:51 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Updated lliamna Itinerary 

I can pick them up an drop them off to iliamna village an I will check with Louise if I need to pick them 

up 

On Mon, Jun 10, 2019 at 1:18 PM Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Joanne and Louise, 

Please see the updated itinerary for lliamna, thank you for your help in getting this itinerary 
finalized. I also really appreciate your support in getting folks around, Patty McGrath will be our 

point person on the ground. I wanted to clarify whether NTC and IVC would be handing off between 

meetings or if there is someone who will help all day? I am asking the team to bring cash to help 

reimburse the transportation costs and it would be helpful to clarify the transportation logistics. 

9:30AM - 10:30AM: Newhalen Tribal Council 
Location: Newhalen Bingo Hall 

11:00AM - 12:00PM: lliamna Village Council 

Location: lliamna Community Center 

12:30PM - 1:30PM: Pebble Limited Partnership 

1:45PM - 3:00PM: ANCSA Village Corporation Representatives: lliamna Natives Limited (INL), Alaska 

Peninsula Corporation (APC), & Kijik Corporation 
Location: Two Sisters Haven (aka "Grams") 

3:00PM-3:30PM: Bristol Bay Fishermen 
Location: Two Sisters Haven 

3:30PM - Depart for lliamna Air Taxi 

Thanks! Tami 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Vaughan, 
Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Steiner
Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Herbst, John[herbst.john@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Whitley, Annie[Whitley.Annie@epa.gov]; 
Godsey, Cindi[Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Murphy, Stacy[Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov]; 
Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; 
Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Gordon, 
Brittney[Gordon. Brittney@epa.gov]; Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov]; Wilson, Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov]; Skadowski, 
Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 10:04:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 
ATT00001.txt 
2019 07 17 Ur to EPA re 404(c) PD vFinaLpdf 

Using Suzanne's list to distribute this. Erik - please hit up those I have missed. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Brian Litmans <blitmans@trustees.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 2:39 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 

Dear Administrator Hladick, 

I apologize for sending multiple emails. The version I preciously sent errantly omitted an organization, Earthworks. Attached, 
please find the corrected version of the letter prepared by Trustees for Alaska on behalf of Audubon Alaska, Cook lnletkeeper, 
Earthworks, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, Friends of McNeil River, McNeil River Alliance, National Parks Conservation 
Association, National Wildlife Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Sierra Club regarding the Proposed 
Determination for the Pebble Mine. If you or any members of your staff have any questions, they can contact me at their 
convenience. 

Sincerely, Brian Litmans 

Brian Litmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Trustees for Alaska 
1026 W. 4th Ave., Suite 201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
office (907) 433-2007 
fax (907) 276-7110 
blitmans@trustees.org 
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We use the law to protect and defend Alaska's lands, waters, wildlife, and people. 

We recognize that we live and work within the traditional lands of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska, and that our offices are located on the 
traditional territories of the Dena'ina Peoples. We acknowledge the place-based knowledge of these peoples, and are grateful for their 
ancestral and current stewardship of these lands. 

The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that you have received this email message in error, 
please email the sender at blitmans@trustees.org. 

*please consider the environment before printing 
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To: Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 8/1/2019 10: 16:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: draft boilerplate correspondence 
AX-19-000-5935 Colleta Final Response 07092019.pdf 
19-000-1541-Final Response Collier.pdf 
19-000-2365 Final Response Giessel Coghill Costello.pdf 

Peterson, Erik has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Template Response 7 31 'I9.doc:x 

Hi Cami, 

Thanks for taking the CMS on. 

Here is my input: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Cheers, 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
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Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 2:54 PM 

To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: draft boilerplate correspondence 

Hello- I'm providing you access to a document I started that L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~~-~-~-~-~i-~~!!!iY.~-~-~~-~-~-~~_(?._~L. _______________________________________ __.l 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
[~~~~_Ex--~ 5 ~ D e·1 i_ be_ ra ti v e ~Pro ce 55 ~ {D P) ~~~~~~~ p1iirik"s-·for\ioiiTfielp~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 

______ (2,_Q_§)J.~}~_8-§.~§ __ (desk) 
l. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j( cell) 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

____ Rylie _Coletta·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Dear Ms. Coletta: 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 REGIONAL 

ADMINISTRATOR'S 
DIVISON 

Thank you for your May 17, 2019 letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the 
Pebble Project in Southwest Alaska. Your letter requests that the EPA consider the points made in your 
letter and communicates your hope that the EPA will take action and stop the Pebble Mine. 

We note that the EPA has concerns regarding the extent and magnitude of the substantial proposed 
impacts to streams, wetlands, and other aquatic resources that may result from development of the 
Pebble Project, pmiicularly in light of the important role these resources play in supporting the region's 
valuable fishery resources. 

Infonnation about the EPA 's activities related to Bristol Bay and the Pebble Project can be found online 
at https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay. As updates become available, we will post infonnation on this 
website. 

Also, the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers is leading the development of an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Pebble Project. The EPA, at the invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating 
agency in this process and is working with the Corps. To learn more about the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers' process for the Environmental Impact Statement, visit https://www.pebbleprojecteis.com. 

Because of your interest, we encourage you to join the EPA's Bristol Bay and the Corps' Pebble Project 
EIS mailing lists, both of which are available on the websites above. 

Again, thank you for contacting the EPA. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Erik 
Peterson, who is one of our Bristol Bay project managers. You can reach Erik at (206) 553~6382 or 
peterson.erik@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Baca 
Regional Administrator's Division Director 

ED_002890_00100805-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Douglas, Mark[douglas.mark@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Chu, 
Rebecca[Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Cc: Marshall, Vanessa[marshall.vanessa@epa.gov]; Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
From: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=C34CC9BE6AB7 4896B7EA 15338CBE41 EB-ANDERSON-CARNAHAN, LINDA] 
Sent: Tue 8/14/2018 6:14:10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 
18-000-9804 Control Slip.pdf 
18-000-9804 Correspondence.pdf 

Yes this should be assigned to Eric. 
Patty this is making me rethink the email you got from the Ak stakeholder - what do you think? 

Linda Anderson-Carnahan 
Associate Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
US EPA Region 10 
Suite 155 
1200 Sixth Ave 
Seattle Wa, 98101 
Office: (206) 553-2601 

Cel I j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 10:41 AM 
To: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 
Importance: High 

Hi Linda, 

The CMS Correspondence attached is Complex for Pebble Project 404c. Should this assigned to Erik Peterson? 

Thanks. 

Vanessa Marshall, Administrative Specialist 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mail Stop OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6240 
marshall.vanessa@ p .g v 
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Gahner, Pamela 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, August 7, 2018 9:56 AM 
Gahner, Pamela; Pirzadeh, Michelle 

Fwd: Pebble Project 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tim Stephens <1.__~-~:--~--~-E:-~~-?.-~~!--~-~-~~-~~x__(!'-~) __ i 
Date: August 6, 2018 at 2:28:16 PM PDT 

To: hladick.christopher@epa.gov 

Cc: "Hanson, Tanner" <tanner.hanson@mail.house.gov>, "Small, Jeff" 

<ieff.small@mail.house.gov>, Myron Ebell <Myron.ebell@cei.org>, =~==~==..::::..:.. 
Subject: Pebble Project 

Good afternoon Mr. Hladick, 

My name is Tim Stephens and I am a shareholder in Northern Dynasty Minerals. First I would 

like to thank you for serving in your role. 

I am concerned that the Pebble project has been overly politicized, and Pruitt's decision to 

suspend the process to remove the 404c was a mistake. It appears the only purpose the 404c 
serves is to create an uphill battle for Pebble. Reality is, once the EIS process is complete, the 

EPA can step in at any time, so why is there a preemptive veto other than to scare away 
investors? This does not fit at all into the President's agenda. 

The facts The 404c is based on a "study" that the EPA created with the NRDC, an organization 

under probe for colluding with China officials and undermining our Navy. This was a 

hypothetical mine plan that doesn't use modern day technology and processes. This study was 
created for one reason to shut down the project as copper is the 2nd most used resource by 

our Department of Defense. 

The $150 million environmental study NDM paid for, shows that the headwaters Pebble 

potentially impacts makes up about 0.05% of Bristol Bay's water. The potential impact to the 

total fishery is about 0.08%. 

This is not a rational risk that warrants the 404c. 

The investors are getting restless, social media pressure is building, the Western Caucus has put 

this issue in the spotlight. This needs to be resolved yesterday, not tomorrow, not 6 months 

from now. It won't be long before we start investing our$$ in media ads and TV time putting 
the EPA on blast for colluding with the NRDC, which has been proven via freedom of information 

(Check the lawsuit settlement). We expect the agency to return to acting in good faith. 

Thank you for your time. 

1 
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-Tim S 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Mendelman, Krista[Mendelman.Krista@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Lacroix, 
Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 5/9/2018 6:20:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: From Greenwire -- BRISTOL BAY: How Pruitt found middle ground on Pebble mine 

That spreadsheet is from the administrative record for the proposed withdrawal. There were only 5 meetings listed and 4 of the 5 
meetings are with Pebble or their representatives ... 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 11:03 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Mendelman, Krista 
<Mendelman.Krista@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: From Greenwire -- BRISTOL BAY: How Pruitt found middle ground on Pebble mine 

Just confirming that the E&E article that we discussed this morning is the same one that we were already familiar with. The 
"spreadsheet" that John was referring to must be the table of contacts linked to this story. 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: jiani [mailto:email this@eenews.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 10:43 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: From Greenwire -- BRISTOL BAY: How Pruitt found middle ground on Pebble mine 

This Greenwire story was sent to you by: iiani@perkinscoie.com 

Personal message: Dave, here is the article I mentioned this morning. 
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i ! 

I Ex. 4 CBI - copyright i 
' . 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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To: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Mon 6/10/2019 3:36: 17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Notes for Trip 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 7 19 .docx 

Hi Russ-

Here is the current itinerary. Tami Fordham is the lead on developing the itinerary, and I will be sure to forward on info to you. 
Yes, we will be meeting in the hotel lobby tomorrow at 8:30 am. 
Patty 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 4:06 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Notes for Trip 

Yes, I think we can work that together ... 

Patti - can you bring some sign in sheets? Also, Patti -are we all meeting in the hotel lobby tomorrow morning? What time? 

Thanks 

Russ 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 9, 2019, at 8:35 PM, Palomaki, Ashley 

Hi Russ and Patty-

Would one of you be willing to take notes at the meetings this week with external parties? Palmer and Brittany were 
the note takers the last time we went to the watershed, and I had reached out to Brittany thinking she was coming on 
the trip but I hear she's on detail instead. 

Allyn agrees that it's important that we have documentation of the meetings with third parties (I'm less concerned 

about the meeting with the Corps but I recommend notes for the others). I realize it might not be comfortable to take 
notes on a computer. Depending upon what makes sense to you, you could certainly take notes on paper and then 
transfer them later. 

l _______ Ex_._ 6 __ Pe_rsonal __ P_rivacy __ (PP) ____ jnd so won't be at the office. If you'd like to talk about this, feel free to 
give me a call. 

Thanks and if I don't talk to you, have a good trip! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Notes.docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/2018 9:55:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Hi Erik-

I added some info to the Permit/NEPA bullet. Molly and Ashley, feel free to add any additional edits. 
Patty 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 12:28 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Patty, Molly and Ashley, 

David Allnutt is working next week but traveling on September 11th
• Because he will be traveling, I propose we cancel the 9/11 BB 

check-in. In place of the meeting, I suggest an update that we would send to the whole invite check-in invite list. Below is a draft 

update, please provide feedback- ideally no later than mid-day September 10th
• 

Hello, 

Welcome back David! Given that you are out on September 11, we are canceling the check-in and the Bristol Bay Teams have the 
following update for you. We plan on having the Bristol Bay Check-in on September 25 th at 9:00 am PST. 

Updates 

Permit Oversight/ NEPA Review Team 

Scoping Document 

• EPA reviewed and commented on the draft scoping document that describes the significant issues raised in scoping. The 

final scoping document is available on the Carp's Pebble EIS website. 

Preliminary EIS review 

• EPA reviewed and commented on specific portions of chapter 3 (affected environment) and chapter 4 (environmental 

consequences) that pertain to our areas of special expertise as identified by the Corps which includes: aesthetics, surface 
water hydrology, groundwater hydrology, water and sediment quality, wetlands, vegetation 

• The documents have many placeholders since there have been changes to the proposed action, alternatives have yet to be 

developed, and there are numerous substantial requests for additional information where the Corps is awaiting response 

from PLP. 

• It is not clear whether we will be provided with another opportunity to review these chapters before the draft EIS. The 
Corps has indicated that there will be technical meetings in October/November to discuss comments and the impact 
assessment. 

Alternatives 
• The Corps is developing the range of alternatives to be analyzed in the EIS. We participated in a cooperating agency 

meeting and provided input. During the week of Sept 10, the Corps is to submit a detailed discussion of the alternatives 

selected for EIS review and rationale for those dismissed. 

Site Visits 

• July 9-11: CWA 404 field verification was completed by Mark Douglas 
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• July 31: Site visit with some of our NEPA team (Patty, Molly, Tim, Chris) to view the mine site, proposed Lake lliamna port 
sites, and portions of the proposed roads. 

Schedule 
• The Corps Pebble EIS website identifies a draft EIS in January 2019 and a final EIS in late 2019. 

404(c) Team 

FOIA 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i ! 
i ! 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 

• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper use of 
404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 

• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

Interest group letter to EPA 

• This 9/6/18 letter to EPA from 15 interest groups (including, for example, the Competitive Enterprise Institute) urges 

Wheeler to rescind the proposed determination and applauds the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt. 

• If this letter is controlled for a response, HQ will share a draft with RlO. 

External Meetings 

• Henry Darwin met with Pebble representatives the week of 8/2/18. The 404(c) Team uploaded a note of this meeting to 

our external meetings folder on share point. 

• We want to emphasize our interest for external meetings at all levels to be recorded with: topic, date, attendees, agenda 
and notes. 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

1 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:36:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:47:46 AM AKDT 
To: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c: e a. ov>, "Brown, Leah" <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, 
David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c: e a. ov>, "Wehling, 
Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<me ath. atricia c e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne c: e a. ov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c: e a. ov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56: 19 AM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christo her e a. ov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle c: e a. ov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne cue 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Padilla, Jocelyn B.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FBEB53BCE88F41 B58B76BAA 1931 FB2E6-PADILLA, JO] 
Sent: Tue 7/9/2019 10:08:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS Reassignment - AX-19-000-5935_ Pebble Mine -
AX-19-000-5935 Colleta Final Response 07092019.pdf 

Erik, 
Here's the signed copy of the response letter. 

Thank you. 

Jocelyn 

-----Original Message----
From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1 :40 PM 
To: Padilla, Jocelyn B. <padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS Reassignment - AX-19-000-5935_ Pebble Mine --

Thank you Jocelyn. I have the yellow folder and am tracking that both you and I are out on July 5th. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message----
From: Padilla, Jocelyn B. 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:11 PM 
To: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS Reassignment - AX-19-000-5935_ Pebble Mine --

Acknowledge receipt. 
Thank you. 

Jocelyn 

-----Original Message----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 12:20 PM 
To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Padilla, Jocelyn B. 
<padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS Reassignment - AX-19-000-5935_ Pebble Mine --

The task has been reassigned to RAD. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Office of Water Watersheds 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: OWW-192 
Seattle, WA 98101-3123 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 10:56 AM 
To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung <Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS Assignment - AX-19-000-5935_ Pebble Mine 
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CMS has been assigned to our office. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-5935 
Control Subject: Issue with Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay 
From: Coletta, Rylie 
Due Date: June 26, 2019 
Note: Please prepare for Director's signature. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Office of Water Watersheds 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: OWW-192 
Seattle, WA 98101-3123 
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To: R1 0-ORA[R1 O-ORA@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Kelly, Christine 
M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
From: Brown, DonaldM[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A96EB91092DB4B3D892EBDD5514E82A9-BROWN, DONALD M.] 
Sent: Thur 5/23/2019 6:29:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay 05232019.docx 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 
Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 
currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 
Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 
participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 
any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM "ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: R1 0BristolBay[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=827169DADC1 C404497F6BB83CB3C57D3-R1 0BRISTOLB] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 8:23:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 
BBsLetterto Leopold 7.12.19.pdf 

Erik: The RlOBristol Bay email box received this email today. This is the first of two. -Andrea 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 11:21 AM 
To: RlOBristol Bay <RlOBristol Bay@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Copy of a correspondence between Bristol Bay and EPA General Counsel regarding the Proposed Determination for the EPA Bristol 
Bay administrative record. 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 10:19 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Matt, 

Attached is a letter from all of the organizations that attended our June 13th Dillingham meeting regarding that visit and the 
subsequent Memorandum to Region 10 concerning the Proposed Determination. 

Appreciate your consideration of our views. 

Regards, 

Daniel L. Cheyette 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Thur6/27/2019 8:22:14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: GC Leopold's Visit 

Suzanne, after consulting with Erik, I responded to Mr. Dinizio today, from the RlOBristolBay email address, with the language 

below: 

Thank you for your inquiry to EPA Region 10 about the Bristol Bay watershed in Alaska. We want to acknowledge that we received 

a communication from you, even though we are not able to respond individually. There is significant public interest on this issue, 
and we receive a large number of messages on this topic. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has begun development of an Environmental Impact Statement for the Pebble project. EPA, at 

the invitation of the Corps, has agreed to be a cooperating agency in this process and is working with the Corps. To learn more 
about the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' process for the Environmental Impact Statement, visit https://www.pebbleproiecteis.com. 

Information about EPA's activities related to Bristol Bay and the Pebble Mine can be found online at 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay. As updates become available, we will post information on this website. 

Because of your interest, we will add your email address to our mailing list to receive any EPA email updates about our actions 
related to the Bristol Bay watershed. 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov 206-553-1896 800-424-4372 x1896 Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Friday, June 21, 2019 5:08 PM 

To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: GC Leopold's Visit 

Hi Andi, 

If possible, could you please send this gentleman our last statement- ie we're reviewing the Corps' DEIS and draft permit and 

expect to submit comments by the July 1 deadline. 

I'm out of the office next week till July 1. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Northwest Region 10 
206-553-2160 Office 

r Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) l,-, 0 bi I e 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Begin forwarded message: 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' From: Brian Dinizio! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Date: June 21, 2019 at 4:34:21 PM PDT 

ED_002890_00105813-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: GC Leopold's Visit 

Hi Ms. Skadowski, 

I saw that General Counsel Leopold recently visited the region so he could get first hand knowledge on the Pebble 

issue. I know that in regard to the proposed determination decision, the buck stops with him. Is EPA considering 

withdrawing the proposed determination some time in the near future? Could it happen before the FEIS? Also, has 
the EPA submitted its DEIS comments yet? 

Thank you for your time. 

Best, 

Brian Dinizio 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
7/31/2019 8:59:45 PM 
Baca, Andrew [Baca.Andrew@epa.gov]; Chung, Angela [Chung.Angela@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael 
[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill [nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan 
[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
RE: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - Rl0-19-000-7088 

Yes--Andrew, Water will take this one and I have volunteered to begin a draft and get help from others. 

Erik, Patty and I have a meeting next week to try and scope the workload moving forward, which is a bit 
hard without clearer direction from HQ about what our role is and effort with the Corps moving forward. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, suite 155 
Seattle, wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 
(206) 390-8890 (cell) 

-----original Message-----
From: Baca, Andrew <Baca.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 8:36 AM 
To: Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami 
<Grandinetti.cami@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; 
Opalski, Dan <Opal ski.Dan@epa.gov> 
subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - Rl0-19-000-7088 

Just wanted to close the loop on this and confirm that based on the action EPA took this week that WD 
would develop the response for Chris. (a short and sweet, thanks for your letter, here's a link to the 
materials explaining EPA's recent decision). 

Thanks. 

Andrew 

-----original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:33 PM 
To: szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - Rl0-19-000-7088 

The CMS has been assigned to our office. 
Control subject: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use 
of an Area as a Disposal Site: Pebble Deposit Area, southwest Alaska -- Reference docket number EPA-Rl0-
OW-2017-0369 
From: Litmans, Brian 
Trustees for Alaska 
Due Date: August 7, 2019 
Note: Prepare for RA's review and approval. 
Please let me know who should be taking the lead to respond to the task. 

Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 3:57:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

I am working with Suzanne to get a different, pre-pub version ready for the web. I asked Allyn to leave the original with you. 
Hoping you can help get this to the FR like last time. Let me know. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56:19 AM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>, 
"Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: R1 0BristolBay[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=827169DADC1 C404497F6BB83CB3C57D3-R1 0BRISTOLB] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 2:30:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter 7 .23.19 
BBNC Letter to Region 10 7.23.19.pdf 

FYI. 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:40 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; RlOBristolBay <RlOBristolBay@epa.gov> 
Subject: BBNC Letter 7.23.19 

Chris, 

Please find the attached letter from BBNC regarding the 404(q) Dispute Resolution process and 2014 Proposed Determination. 

Regards, 
Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Location: 

Start: 

End: 

Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
4/11/2019 6:29:08 PM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven 
[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert [tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; 
McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; 
Anderson-Carnahan, Linda [Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; 
Lindsay, Andrea [Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill 
[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami [Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K. 
[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Frazer, Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael 
[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Schaedle, Candi (Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov) 
[Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-12Maple/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-12Maple@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay Career Leadership Check-in 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule_20190322.xlsx; Bristol 
Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2 - 4.17.19.docx 
R10Sea-Room-12Maple/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; DCRoomWest7129 (Rappahannock) 

4/18/2019 4:00:00 PM 
4/18/2019 5:30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

Purpose 

Preparation for April 22nd Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing (Check-in 1 of 2) 

Agenda 

Introductions 

Review draft April 22nd agenda 

Discuss the Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document 

Next steps 

Supporting Information 

Draft April 22 Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing (Check-in 1 of 2) Agenda 

Introductions 

Background/overview 

Schedule 

Briefing document 

Next steps 

Bristol_ Bay Pol icy Briefin_g_ Document - Check-in __ l_ of 2_ -_4.17 .19( attached)··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps (attached) 

Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule (attached) 

Sub-group working on meeting materials for career leadership and policy briefings includes: Erik Peterson (RlO, 404c 
project manager), Patty McGrath (RlO, NEPA and permitting project manager), Palmer Hough (OW), Molly Vaughan 
(RlO, NEPA), Ashley Palomaki (RlO, ORC), Heidi Nalven (OGC), Megan Barnhart (OFA), Allison Hoppe (OFA) and Matthew 
Lacroix (RlO, 404). 

➔ Join bv _Phone ___ , 
Toll number: i ~ 

1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

Conference I q _________________________ i 
Local numbers: Seatt1J _________ Ex._ 6 __ Perso_nal __ Privacy__(_PP) _________ ! 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? IC1>'5iwpe Web /.\pp 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Grandinetti, Cami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A913B4FE8AED4D16BE462417 A 78D8261-GRANDINETTI, CARMELA] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:55:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 

Yep-got it. Thanks for sending along Erik. It's helpful. I think the workload is going to be similar, if not more FOIAs or letters to 

respond to as we proceed. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) K cell) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:31 AM 
To: Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Hi Cami, 

Sorry, correction, this message from Allyn about me getting the final signed PD withdrawal is not about correspondence. 

l ___________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I _i_ b e_r at iv e __ P r o c e_s s __ ( D P) ___________________________________________ I 
My points about correspondence are still true though. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:20 AM 
To: Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

FYI - Bristol Bay correspondence work. 

I'm not quite sure how many of these I have done, but, over a dozen. About one a month. Some small and some large (including 
detailed review and approval at the AA level). 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:55 AM 

To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Canino, Joyce Lynn T.<canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

This should go to Erik Peterson. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 30, 2019, at 9:45 AM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Who should get the original? Currently it's on my high cabinet. 

Pam 

From: Gahner, Pamela 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:56 AM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle (Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov) 

<Pirzadeh. Michel le@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Gahner 
Executive Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 1 Suite 155 (M/C 21-B03) 

Seattle, Washington 98101 

Desk (206) 553-2598 ·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Gov' t Ce 11: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

<07302019 EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf> 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; 
Wright, Garth[wright.garth@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 12/6/2018 4:43:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Wheeler Recusal 
DA Signed Recusal Statement .pdf 

Hi-
ORC was asked to run down Wheeler's recusal re Pebble. 
Wheeler's current recusal is attached - it does not list Pebble. Just as an FYI as you take a look, Faegre worked for Pebble to set up 
meetings with the Administrator's office during the Pruitt administration. Based on the emails we have in FOIA databases, Wheeler 
did not set up those meetings. 
Garth has been in touch with Justina Fugh. Wheeler's recusal has not been updated since Wheeler became the Acting 
Administrator. Justina has requested that it be updated. 
Given that we don't have an updated recusal, Matt Leopold's recommendation (see below) is that Chris Hladick reach out to Ryan 
Jackson. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Wright, Garth 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2018 7:22 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley 
Subject: FW: on second thought ... 

Something for you to tee up with Chris 

From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2018 10:46 AM 
To: Wright, Garth 
Subject: Re: on second thought ... 

Dave Cozad talked to Matt Leopold who suggested that your RA talk to Ryan Jackson, the Chief of Staff. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Nov 30, 2018, at 12:43 PM, Wright, Garth 

Thank you! 

From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 9:10 AM 

To: Wright, Garth ·:::..:.==~~~==· 
Subject: on second thought ... 

wrote: 

I asked Dave Cozad as acting DAEO to talk to Matt Leopold about how to proceed about the recusal issue. I 

think they have a weekly meeting today anyway. 
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UNITED ST ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Washington. D.C. 20460 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Recusal Statement 

FROM: Andrew R. Wheeler 
Deputy Administrator 

TO: E. Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 

OFFICE OF 
ADMINISTRATOR 

I have previously consulted with the Office of General Counsel/Ethics (OGC/Ethics) and 
been advised about my ethics obligations. This memorandum formally notifies you of my 
continuing obligation to recuse myself from participating personally and substantially in certain 
matters in which I have a financial interest, or a personal or business relationship. I also 
understand that I have obligations pursuant to Executive Order 13770 and the Trump Ethics 
Pledge that I signed, as well as my own bar obligations. 

FINANCIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

As required by 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substantially in 
any particular matter in which I know that I have a financial interest directly and predictably 
affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person whose interests are imputed to me has a 
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, unless 1 first obtain a written 
waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b )( 1 ), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that the interests of the following persons are imputed to me: 
any spouse or minor child of mine; any general partner of a pm1nership in which I am a limited 
or general partner; any organization in which I serve as officer, director, trustee, general pmtner 
or employee; and any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an 
airnngement concerning prospective employment 

I have consulted with OGC/Ethics and been advised that l do not currently have any 
financial conflicts of interest but will remain vigilant and notify OGC/Ethics immediately should 
my financial situation change. 

OBLIGATIONS UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER 13770 

Pursuant to Section J, Paragraph 6 of the Executive Order, I understand that I am 
prohibited from participating in any particular matter involving specific parties in which my 
former employer. Faegre Baker Daniels LLP, or any former client to whom I provided legal or 
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consultative services during the past two years is a party or represents a party. I understand that 
my recusal lasts for two years from the date that I joined federal service. 

I have been advised by OGC/Ethics that, for the purposes of this pledge obligation, the 
term "particular matters involving specific parties" is broadened to include any meetings or other 
communication relating to the perfonnance of my otlicial duties, unless the communication 
applies to a particular matter of general applicability and participation in the meeting or other 
event is open to all interested parties. I am further advised that the term "'open to all interested 
parties" means that the meeting should include a multiplicity of pm1ies representing a diversity 
of viewpoints. If my former employer or a former client is present, then I understand that, 
generally speaking, at least four other parties should be present to ensure that a diversity of 
viewpoints is represented and not the same united perspective. 

Because I was formerly a .federally registered lobbyist, I understand that I am also subject 
to the provisions of Section L paragraph 7 of the Executive Order. For a period ofhvo years, I 
will not participate in any particular matter on which l lobbied in the preceding two years, nor 
will I participate in the specific issue area in which that particular matter falls. This recusal 
encompasses issues that I lobbied on before EPA as well as before other federal agencies during 
the preceding two years including, for example, Section 202(c) of the Federal Power Act. 

Set forth below are my former clients identified in consultation with OGC/Ethics that 
have or may have environmental interests that could potentially arise with respect to my duties 
here at EPA, 1 as well as the specific issues areas from which I am recused: 

FORMER EMPLOYER: Faegre Baker Daniels LLP 

FORMER CLIENTS: 

Murray Energy 
Sargento Food Inc. 
Underwriters Laboratories 
Energy Fuels Resources Inc. 

FORMER LOBBYING ISSUES: 

Energy Star 

Growth Energy 
International Paper 
Martin Farms 
Xcel Energy 

1 For any former client that is not listed. I understand that I am personally obliged not to participate in specific party 
matters for the duration of my ethics obligations. 

2 
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OBLIGATIONS UNDER 11/E IMPARTIALITY PROVISIONS 

Pursuant to federal ethics rules, I understand that I have a one-year cooling off period 
with any organization in which I was an active participant. For one year after my resignation 
from the National Energy Resources Organization (NERO), I am prohibited from participating 
personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which NERO is 
a party or represents a party, unless I am first authorized by OGC/Ethics to participate, pursuant 
to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). That said, I acknowledge that NERO does not itself!obby or 
represents parties other than itself. 

A17'0RNEY BAR OBLIGATIONS 

Pursuant to my obligations under rny bar rules, I recognize that I am obliged to protect 
the confidences of my former clients. I also understand that I cannot participate in any matter 
that is the same as or substantially related to the same specific party matter that I participated in 
personally and substantially while in private practice, unless my bar provides for and I first 
obtain informed consent and notify OGC/Ethics. 

SCREENING ARRANGEMENT 

In order to ensure that I do not participate in matters relating to any of the entities listed 
above, l will instruct Michael Molina, Senior Advisor to the Deputy Administrator. to assist in 
screening EPA matters directed to my attention that involve those entities. AH inquiries and 
comments involving the entities on my recusal list should be directed to Mr. Molina without my 
knowledge or involvement until after my rccusal period ends. 

If Mr. Molina determines that a particular matter will directly involve any of the entities 
or matters listed on my "specific party" recusal list, then he will refer it for action or assignment 
to another, without my knowledge or involvement In the event that he is unsure \Vhether an 
issue is a particular matter from which I am rccused, then he will consuh with OGC/Ethics for a 
detennination. I will provide a copy of this memorandum to my principal subordinates with a 
copy to Kevin Minoli, Designated Agency Ethics Official, and Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for 
Ethics. 

UPDATE AS NECESSARY 

In consultation with OGC/Ethics, I will revise and update my recusal statement whenever 
warranted by changed circumstances, including changes in my financial interests, changes in my 
personal or business relationships, or any changes to my EPA duties. In the event of any 
changes to my screening arrangement, I will provide a copy of the revised recusal statement to 
you and OGC/Ethics. 

cc: Ryan Jackson, Chief of Staff 
Michael Molina, Senior Advisor to the Deputy Administrator 
Kevin Minoli, Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for Ethics 

3 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 11/20/2018 9:29:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 
Bristol Bay Meeting Notes 11.14.2018 RLK.DOCX 

FYI 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:29 PM 
To: Goodin, John; Frazer, Brian; Kaiser, Russell 
Subject: Action: Request for clarification on Pebble lead within the Administrator's office 

John/Brian/Russ 
Based on the notes from Lee's 11/14 meeting with PLP, it appears that it is again "not clear at this time if the Acting Administrator 
or Henry Darwin will be the decision-maker." 

RlO has asked for clarification regarding whether the Acting Administrator is or is not recused from Pebble matters. The Region has 
indicated that it needs this clarification in order to know who to target briefing materials for and to advise the RA regarding who 
the appropriate contact is within the Administrator's office is for this project. The Region is in the midst of reviewing portions of the 
preliminary draft EIS for Pebble and the Corps/PLP have indicated that they expect to issue a draft EIS as early as January. 
Based on all of this activity, the Region is seeking clarity regarding appropriate contacts within the Administrator's office. 
Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

ED_002890_00109229-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Fri 9/7/2018 9:55:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Hi Erik-

I added some info to the Permit/NEPA bullet. Molly and Ashley, feel free to add any additional edits. 
Patty 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 12:28 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: Draft Bristol Bay Check-in Cancellation and Update 

Patty, Molly and Ashley, 

David Allnutt is working next week but traveling on September 11th
• Because he will be traveling, I propose we cancel the 9/11 BB 

check-in. In place of the meeting, I suggest an update that we would send to the whole invite check-in invite list. Below is a draft 

update, please provide feedback- ideally no later than mid-day September 10th
• 

Hello, 

Welcome back David! Given that you are out on September 11, we are canceling the check-in and the Bristol Bay Teams have the 

following update for you. We plan on having the Bristol Bay Check-in on September 25 th at 9:00 am PST. 

Updates 
Permit Oversight/ NEPA Review Team 

Scoping Document 
• EPA reviewed and commented on the draft scoping document that describes the significant issues raised in scoping. The 

final scoping document is available on the Carp's Pebble EIS website. 

Preliminary EIS review 
• EPA reviewed and commented on specific portions of chapter 3 (affected environment) and chapter 4 (environmental 
consequences) that pertain to our areas of special expertise as identified by the Corps which includes: aesthetics, surface 

water hydrology, groundwater hydrology, water and sediment quality, wetlands, vegetation 

• The documents have many placeholders since there have been changes to the proposed action, alternatives have yet to be 
developed, and there are numerous substantial requests for additional information where the Corps is awaiting response 

from PLP. 
• It is not clear whether we will be provided with another opportunity to review these chapters before the draft EIS. The 

Corps has indicated that there will be technical meetings in October/November to discuss comments and the impact 

assessment. 

Alternatives 

• The Corps is developing the range of alternatives to be analyzed in the EIS. We participated in a cooperating agency 
meeting and provided input. During the week of Sept 10, the Corps is to submit a detailed discussion of the alternatives 

selected for EIS review and rationale for those dismissed. 

Site Visits 

• July 9-11: CWA 404 field verification was completed by Mark Douglas 

• July 31: Site visit with some of our NEPA team (Patty, Molly, Tim, Chris) to view the mine site, proposed Lake lliamna port 

sites, and portions of the proposed roads. 

Schedule 

• The Corps Pebble EIS website identifies a draft EIS in January 2019 and a final EIS in late 2019. 

404(c) Team 

FOIA 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·u·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 
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• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper use of 
404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 

• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

Interest group letter to EPA 
• This 9/6/18 letter to EPA from 15 interest groups (including, for example, the Competitive Enterprise Institute) urges 

Wheeler to rescind the proposed determination and applauds the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt. 

• If this letter is controlled for a response, HQ will share a draft with RlO. 

External Meetings 

• Henry Darwin met with Pebble representatives the week of 8/2/18. The 404(c) Team uploaded a note of this meeting to 

our external meetings folder on share point. 

• We want to emphasize our interest for external meetings at all levels to be recorded with: topic, date, attendees, agenda 

and notes. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Bennett, Brittany[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=3D7B265C202C467791 CA4D4AC6B8DB8B-BENNETT, BR] 
Sent: Tue 7/31/2018 7:50:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Goser revisions 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 7-24-19 clean.docx 

Brittany K. Bennett 
Ecologist 
U.S. EPA, Office of Water 
ph: 202.564.1896 
Ben nett. Britta ny@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 5:05 PM 
To: Resper, Wanda <Resper.Wanda@epa.gov>; Smothers, Yvonne <Smothers.Yvonne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Gaser revisions 

Wanda/Yvonne 

We finally have a final version of the Gosar et al letter to upload into CMS, see attached. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 4:56 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Gaser revisions 

Folks-just talked to Lee and he will sign this version ... thanks for all the work here! 

Please load into CMS and/or otherwise move this forward. 
Thanks, 
John 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 1:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: Gaser revisions 

John/Brian/Russ: 

Reworked the final paragraph based on further input from John. And made 3 additional minor edits from Lee's mark-up. How does 

this sound? 

Attached is a new clean version. 

-Palmer 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:40:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to R10 re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

Please attach to the invitation . 
.................... ~~----------------------· 

,.~~
0 ••.c";;·,-,.. R. David Allnutt. Director 

(
f ·r;, Laboratory Services and Applied Science 

·I Division ,., ;I, 
'1 ii'/ U.S. EPA Region 10 

< {i., I 4-~~/;' 

···~!.t.!!.:}:~·, 1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:33 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.nnrthvvr",/ 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewnn1(J 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:18 AM 
To: Widener, Charles (Chuck) <Widener.Charles@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Chuck .. I am calling you about this .. it is time sensitive. 
Thanks ng 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 3:57:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

I am working with Suzanne to get a different, pre-pub version ready for the web. I asked Allyn to leave the original with you. 
Hoping you can help get this to the FR like last time. Let me know. Thanks. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56:19 AM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>, 
"Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 
Sincerely, 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 4:50:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Thanks, Heidi, for putting this together! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 

___ This _Ii st _I oo_ks _Pre tty co_m_p re hens i ve to' me.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 8:58 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Many thank to you and Palmer for putting these together. We are preparing a binder to Matt's trip with pertinent Pebble materials. 

!._ ___________________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative __ Process _(DP) ____________________________________________________________ i 
We will give him the binder at the 2:00pm eastern briefing on Friday and just walking him through the contents. Ashley- Can we 

. turn to _ _you _ to_ cover_ the_ two_ docu m ents_you prera red_ du ri ng_the. bri_efi ng? ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 2/21/2019 7:00:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Briefing Draft Slides 

Hi Erik-

1_ went_ th roug_h. the _ppt with_ a. bit of_ a fine-tooth _comb. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

The prior version is also saved if any of this causes concern. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 4:14 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Leadership Briefing Draft Slides 

Ashley, 
The ppt. is ready for review as we discussed. The version at this link is likely close to final so I leave it to you to share as link or as 
attachment, either way is fine. 
https://usepa.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/RlO Work/pebble project po nr team/Shared%20Documents/Briefings/Bristol%20Bay 
%20 Leadersh i p%20 Bri efi ng/B B%20 Presentation Da rwi n%20 Feb. %202019. pptx ?d=wfl 170884d ba54d 22a05671182 ld334 7f &csf= 1 
My suggestion would be to share with Darwin at least and possibly others relatively soon. Perhaps you all's review by COB this 

Friday the 22nd? ·····-!l!lllll'e"-' ________________ _ 
.. ~tlc ,;.-~ .... "--, 

/;
,,,,.. ,., •. . •' 

'" ~\ ~ .. ' , t, 

t' 1J 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 \\, ~-

"<t:~!.*'"''.•:~~:::' Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: R1 0BristolBay[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=827169DADC1 C404497F6BB83CB3C57D3-R1 0BRISTOLB] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 2:30:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter 7 .23.19 
BBNC Letter to Region 10 7.23.19.pdf 

FYI. 
From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:40 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; RlOBristolBay <RlOBristolBay@epa.gov> 
Subject: BBNC Letter 7.23.19 

Chris, 
Please find the attached letter from BBNC regarding the 404(q) Dispute Resolution process and 2014 Proposed Determination. 
Regards, 
Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Vaughan, 
Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Steiner
Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Herbst, John[herbst.john@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Whitley, Annie[Whitley.Annie@epa.gov]; 
Godsey, Cindi[Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Murphy, Stacy[Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov]; 
Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; 
Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Gordon, 
Brittney[Gordon. Brittney@epa.gov]; Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov]; Wilson, Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov]; Skadowski, 
Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 10:04:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 
ATT00001.txt 
2019 07 17 Ur to EPA re 404(c) PD vFinaLpdf 

Using Suzanne's list to distribute this. Erik - please hit up those I have missed . 
.................... ~~----·------------------· 

,.~~
0 ••.c";;·,-,.. R. David Allnutt, Acting Director /i ·r;, Superfund & Emergency Management Division 

1i iJ U.S. EPA Region 10 
·\ _t,/ 1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 

\,,i,> I 4• / 
·-·~!.t.!:}:~·, Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 

(206) 553-2581 

From: Brian Litmans <blitmans@trustees.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 2:39 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Revision - Comments regarding EPA Proposed Determination for the Pebble Mine 

Dear Administrator Hladick, 
I apologize for sending multiple emails. The version I preciously sent errantly omitted an organization, Earthworks. Attached, 
please find the corrected version of the letter prepared by Trustees for Alaska on behalf of Audubon Alaska, Cook lnletkeeper, 
Earthworks, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, Friends of McNeil River, McNeil River Alliance, National Parks Conservation 
Association, National Wildlife Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, and Sierra Club regarding the Proposed 
Determination for the Pebble Mine. If you or any members of your staff have any questions, they can contact me at their 
convenience. 
Sincerely, Brian Litmans 
Brian Litmans 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Trustees for Alaska 
1026 W. 4th Ave., Suite 201 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
office (907) 433-2007 
fax (907) 276-7110 

We use the law to protect and defend Alaska's lands, waters, wildlife, and people. 
We recognize that we live and work within the traditional lands of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska, and that our offices are located on the 
traditional territories of the Dena'ina Peoples. We acknowledge the place-based knowledge of these peoples, and are grateful for their 
ancestral and current stewardship of these lands. 
The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that you have received this email message in error, 
please email the sender at blitmans@trustees.org. 
*please consider the environment before printing 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 8:07:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 
BBNC Letter to Leopold 7.11.19.pdf 
BBNC 404 and DEIS Comment ltr (Final) 7.1.2019.pdf 
BBNC Comment Appendices and Links.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Proiect DEIS.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA consolidated comments Final.pdf 
Pebble Mine DEIS - DOI Comments and Enclosures.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA Cover-final.docx.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Permit POA-2017-00271.pdf 

Erik - like the letter I provided last night, this will most likely be coming to you through various channels as well and will 

presumably be controlled through CMS. Just putting it on your radar. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 1:00 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Fax: (206)° 553-1°809' 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNCNET> 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 12:41 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Chris, 

The below email and attachments were sent to Matt Leopold today. 

Thanks, 

Dan 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 11:38 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
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Subject: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Matt, 

Attached please find a letter from Bristol Bay Native Corporation with attachments concerning your recent Memorandum to Chris 

Hladick, Regional Administrator for Region 10. A hard copy of these documents will also follow by regular mail. 

I hope we can stay in contact regarding any potential action concerning the Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay and 404(q) 
elevation process and that you will continue to seek input from BBNC and other Bristol Bay tribes and stakehoders. 

Thanks and best regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: !._ _________ Ex._ 6 -·-·-·-·-·-! 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: R1 0BristolBay[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=827169DADC1 C404497F6BB83CB3C57D3-R1 0BRISTOLB] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 8:25:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 
BBNC Letter to Leopold 7.11.19.pdf 
BBNC 404 and DEIS Comment ltr (Final) 7.1.2019.pdf 
BBNC Comment Appendices and Links.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Proiect DEIS.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA consolidated comments Final.pdf 
Pebble Mine DEIS - DOI Comments and Enclosures.pdf 
Pebble DEIS SOA Cover-final.docx.pdf 
07012019 EPA Comments Pebble Permit POA-2017-00271.pdf 

Erik: Here is another email we received from Daniel L. Cheyette. 
-Andrea 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov 206-553-1896 800-424-4372 x1896 Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 3:49 PM 
To: RlOBristol Bay <RlOBristol Bay@epa.gov> 
Subject: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Recent correspondence with Matt and attachments submitted for the record. 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 11:38 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Subject: BBNC Letter Concerning Proposed Determination Memorandum 

Matt, 
Attached please find a letter from Bristol Bay Native Corporation with attachments concerning your recent Memorandum to Chris 
Hladick, Regional Administrator for Region 10. A hard copy of these documents will also follow by regular mail. 
I hope we can stay in contact regarding any potential action concerning the Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay and 404(q) 
elevation process and that you will continue to seek input from BBNC and other Bristol Bay tribes and stakehoders. 
Thanks and best regards, 
Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: i Ex. 6 1 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

www.bbnc.net 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: R1 0BristolBay[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=827169DADC1 C404497F6BB83CB3C57D3-R1 0BRISTOLB] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 8:23:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 
BBsLetterto Leopold 7.12.19.pdf 

Erik: The RlOBristol Bay email box received this email today. This is the first of two. -Andrea 

Andrea Lindsay I Community Involvement Coordinator I EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette <dcheyette@BBNC. NET> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 11:21 AM 
To: RlOBristol Bay <RlOBristol Bay@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Copy of a correspondence between Bristol Bay and EPA General Counsel regarding the Proposed Determination for the EPA Bristol 
Bay administrative record. 

From: Daniel L. Cheyette 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 10:19 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Letter from Bristol Bay Organizations 

Matt, 
Attached is a letter from all of the organizations that attended our June 13th Dillingham meeting regarding that visit and the 
subsequent Memorandum to Region 10 concerning the Proposed Determination. 
Appreciate your consideration of our views. 
Regards, 
Daniel L. Cheyette 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P:. 907 .278.3602 ·-·, 
D:: ___________ Ex. _6 ·-·-·-·-· ! 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Jensen, Amy A.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=811 EEFF6CF6E47F9996DB91 B4372DFB0-JENSEN, 
AMY] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 5:4 7:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
07292019 Bristol Bay Dispute Resolution Prosess.pdf 
Control Slip.pdf 

-Amy 

Amy Jensen 
Regional Wetland Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Wetlands and Oceans Section, Water Division 
1200 6th Ave, Suite #155, Mail Stop 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3,1.~§ ______________________________ 

0 

Office: (206) 553-0285; Cell:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Em a i I: j e nse n. a my@e pa. gov'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Sorry, forgot to attach the file -- I am not sure if its Amy or Annie who will take the lead to respond to the 
CMS. I am off tomorrow. 
Thanks -- Bella 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2019 12:35 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Control R10-19-000-7089 has been assigned to our office. 
Control Subject: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
From: Cheyette, Daniel L. 
Due Date: August 12, 2019 
Note: 
CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response for RA 
review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 
ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G-Drive CMS 
folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R1 O-ORA@epa.gov that a CMS is ready for the RA's review 
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& signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 
Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 
about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Amy, let me know if you will be responding to the task and if we need to request for an extension. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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Enriching Our Native \/Vay cf Life 

July 23, 2019 

Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 1 0 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Via email and first class ma.ii 

Re: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination 

Dear Regional Administrator Hladick, 

On behalf of our shareholders, Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) encourages Region 1 0 
to take the next step in the Clean Water Act 404(q) dispute resolution process and file with the 
U.S. Corps ofEngineersa"wm effect" !etterWith·respect ttHhe proposed.Pebble mine project 
prior to the July 26th deadline. Separately, BBNC encourages Region 1 0 not to rescind the 
2014 Proposed Determination issued by the Region pursuant to Section 404(c). 

Region 1 O's comments on the Pebble Limited Partnership's Clean Water Act permit application 
and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for that project identify numerous 
deficiencies both in the project proposal and the Draft EIS. The comments also identify 
substantial and unacceptable impacts to Aquatic Resources of National Importance (ARNls). 
To our knowledge, the Corps has neither provided any new Information regarding these 
potential impacts nor resolved them in any way. All of the concerns raised by EPA's comments 
still exist. 

EPA was not alone in identifying substantial and unacceptable impacts from this project 
proposal and the Draft EIS. The U.S. Department of the interior, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the State of Alaska also identified in their comments significant impacts, missing 
information and/or erroneous conclusions. These are concerns that many individuals, 
organizations and companies, including BBNC, also raised. Based on the totality of these 
comments, there can be little question that the project, as proposed, poses substantial and 
unacceptable impacts to the Bristol Bay region and ARNls located therein. Accordingly, it is 
important that Region 10 continue the 404(q) dispute resolution process. 

BBNC also encourages Region 10 not to rescind the 2014 Proposed Determination. So long 
as the Proposed Determination remains in place, the Corps of Engineers cannot finalize a 404 
permit for the proposed Pebble project. Given the numerous problems that have been 
identified with PLP's permit application and the review of that application by the Corps, it is 
important for this backstop to remain. Our shareholders have lived with the uncertainty created 
by this proposed project for more than two decades. They deserve to have some level of 

111 \,'Vest 16th Avenue, Suite 400 Anchorage, AK 99501 T 907.278,3602 F 907,2763924 
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certainty that the Bristol Bay fisheries on which they rely for subsistence and their economic 
livelihoods will not be unacceptably impacted or diminished. The Proposed Determination 
helps provide that certainty in the face of a project proponent that has unjustifiably downplayed 
or minimized the proposed mine's potential impacts and a review process that has been far 
less than robust. 

Region 1 O can allay many of the concerns of the people of Bristol Bay by leaving the 2014 
Proposed Determination in place and sticking to the commitment made by former 
Administrator Scott Pruitt, to engage in further public engagement before taking any further 
action on the Proposed Determination. Please do so. 

Sincerely, 

4anY~dtc. 
Daniel Cheyette 
Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 

BBNC Letter to Region 1 o 
July 23, 2019 

2 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: R10-19-000-7089 
Printing Date: August 01, 2019 

Citizen Information 

Citizen/Originator: Cheyette, Daniel l. 
Organization: Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

Address: 111 West 16th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Constituent: N/ A 

Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A 

Control Information 

Control Number: 
Status: 
Due Date: 
letter Date: 
Addressee: 

Contact Type: 

Signature: 

File Code: 
Subject: 

Instructions: 

R10-19-000-7089 

Pending 

Aug 12, 2019 

Jul23,2019 

R10-Regional Administrator -

Region 10 

L TR (Letter) 

Alternate Number: 

Closed Date: 
# of Extensions: 

Received Date: 
Addressee Org: 

Priority Code: 

RA-R10-Regional Administrator Signature Date: 
- Region 10 

N/A 

N/A 
0 

Jul29,2019 

EPA 

Normal 

Aug 12, 2019 

401_ 1006_b Administrative Management - Other administrative management records 

404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response 

for RA review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 

ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the 

G-Drive CMS folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R10-0RA@epa.gov that a CMS is 

ready for the RA's review & signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 

Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For 

questions about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or 

Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Instruction Note: N/A 
General Notes: N/A 

State-Tribal CNTl: N/A 
CC: N/A 

Lead Information 

lead Author: N/A 
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Correspondence Management System 
Control Number: R10-19-000-7089 
Printing Date: August 01, 2019 

Lead Assignments: 

Instruction: 

CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response 

for RA review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 

ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G

Drive CMS folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R10-0RA@epa.gov that a CMS is 

ready for the RA's review & signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. Remem

ber the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 

about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle 

Pirzadeh. 

Supporting Information 

Supporting Author: N/A 

Supporting Assignments: 

History 

Pamela Gahner R10 

Bella Patheal- R10-WD 
Centenera 

Comments 

ED_002890_00110000-00002 

Assign R10-WD as lead office Jul 29, 2019 

Accepted the group assignment Aug 1, 2019 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Mon 3/18/2019 2:54:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Project 

Andrea Lindsay I Community Involvement Coordinator I EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-123, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 2:28 PM 

To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Project 

,AndiL-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 

Mail Code: 14-D2 

From: Tim Stephens [___ ___ Ex. _6 Personal_Privacy (PP) _____ i 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 2:06 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Project 

Mr. Hladick, 
I'd like to kindly follow up as new information has surfaced since my last email. 

I still respectfully disagree with your comment that the EPA is "committed to fundamental fairness", in relevance to Pebble. Once 

again, this cannot be factually true, due to the fact this is inconsistent with virtually every other project. Only Pebble has had the 

pleasure of struggling to find funding while navigating through the expensive permitting process with a risky preemptive veto 
hanging around like a dark cloud. You never did refute that point and I question if there is a rational argument to support your 
"fairness" claim. 

With new revelations, your claim that the EPA is "committed to the rule of law" is also factually incorrect. Attached is a letter from 

the Alaska State Senate Majority. This letter can also be found on the ACoE EIS website, where they have submitted a DEIS 
comment. Per the 'Federal Alaska Statehood Act', sections 6(b) and 6(i), and I quote from their letter, "The federal government, 
through an agency, cannot unilaterally amend Section 6{i) of the Statehood Act. Additionally, there is no exception allowing a 
federal agency to unilaterally hamper development on state land. 11 It would appear that the EPA has no legal authority to impose a 

preemptive veto on the Pebble project, sitting on designated state land for mineral development, per the Statehood Act. We do not 

even need to discuss the supporting documents that produced the preemptive veto. I.E. the BBWA which FOIA proved collusion 

between the NRDC and the EPA under former President Obama. 
I hope you find time to read this letter and re-evaluate your claims, that in this case, the agency is committed to "fundamental 

fairness" and "the rule of law". I do not believe any reasonable person can draw that conclusion. 
Thank you for your time. 
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On Wed, Oct 17, 2018 at 7:15 PM Tim Stephens ["ix~·-s·-P·ers-ona_i_Priv·acy·(PP)·-1 wrote: 
Mr. HI ad i ck, '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Thank you, I appreciate the response. 
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I understand there was a press release by former Administrator Pruitt in January. The issue however, according to a Bloomberg 

article, opposition groups are continuously being updated on the status on the agency's intentions. This is a heavily shorted stock 

as the market sees too much risk due to this particular policy. If the EPA is in fact providing material updates about a policy 

without making it publicly available, that is illegal. I won't assume this since the reports could potentially be false, but I hope that 
isn't the case. 

There have also been multiple letters from many different organizations asking for this overreach to be rescinded. Can I also ask, 

since the Pebble Project is in the NEPA review process, and the EPA is part of that process, what exactly is the purpose of the 

Preemptive Veto? Is the project not being properly vetted by NEPA? 

It would appear, the only purpose is to discourage investment and the ability for the company to raise funds needed to pay for the 

rest of permitting. If those are not the intentions, it is certainly the consequence. The January press release resulted in a 40+% 
market cap drop followed by a potential partner pulling out and a further 50% market cap drop. Pebble has been handed an uphill 

battle that no other project has the pleasure of enduring. Due to this, I will add I do not believe the statement in your response is 

accurate, that the EPA is committed to fundamental fairness. That simply is not true in this particular case. 

I hope you do not take this email personally, it is strictly business. I don't like watching my money evaporate and continue to 

evaporate to please political opposition groups. It is evident this preemptive veto needs to be lifted, and if Pebble poses an 
unacceptable risk, they will not be granted permits. I expect, along with many others, that the EPA will rescind this overreach prior 

to midterm elections and let the fair process play out. 

Thank you for your time, I really do appreciate it. 

On Wed, Oct 17, 2018 at 5:48 PM Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Stephens: 
Thank you for your email to the EPA Attached to this email is our reply. 
Should you have any additional questions, please contact Erik Peterson at (206) 553-6382 or ==.c..o=======-'
Sincerely, 
Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Thur 10/11/2018 8:45:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine email correspondence 

Hello, Erik. I sent the response today to Mr. Wilkins using the new language you provided. I bcc'd you. 
Here is an overview of email traffic from our Bristol Bay website: 

-So far in 2018, our Bristol Bay in box has received just over 200 emails. About 85 of these came in July, most being "form 
letters" from PebblePartnership.com. Many of the form letters were duplicates (the same email sent multiple times from 
the same individual). Another 25 of these came in September, also form letters from PebblePartnership.com. We've 
received only 3 emails so far in October. 
-The incoming emails come through the "contact us" form on our Bristol Bay website. 
-Most emails contain a few sentences expressing either support for or opposition to EPA actions. 
-Others are requests to be added to the mailing list. 

,-·-"j_;;i.dd.3.l.L.io.c.runin.a:.P...m.;;iiJ._;;i.dc.\.r.asse.1; . .tn.n.u.c.r.n.aili.r.u1.Jist. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ , 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-!1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
( _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i 

I am happy to chat with you anytime. 
-Andi 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov 206-553-1896 800-424-4372 x1896 Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 10:28 AM 
To: Lindsay, Andrea 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine EPA Restrictions 

Andi, 
Please send our standard Bristol Bay response to Mr. Wilkins referring him to the website. 
Thank you! ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
/f}t"#J i,&1"';1;,\ Erik Peterson, I\IE"PA Reviewer 

I,* '.;\ U.S. EPA, Region 10 
t,: le 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
t\ wt.··11 Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 v,,, ,w 

\<:t::!t•·"''~~:tY (206) 553-6382 

From: Gregory Wilkin51__Ex. _6_Personal_Privacy_ (PP)_! 

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 9:26 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik 
Subject: Pebble Mine EPA Restrictions 
Hi Erik, 
My name is Greg Wilkins and I am an investment analyst at Paul Kimmins Investments, LP. We heard rumors that the EPA is 
considering rescinding the restrictions placed on the Pebble Mine in Alaska. Would you be able to comment on any recent updates 
or news regarding Pebble Mine and EPA restrictions? 
Thank you and I appreciate your time 
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Greg Wilkins 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 4:37:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble PD 

Erik,! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ] 1 see that you have already forwarded the incoming email to the RlOBristolBay 
inbo~. -Andi ' 

Andrea Lindsay I Community Involvement Coordinator I EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:30 AM 
To: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble PD 

Hi Matt, 
You are right to pass this along. Emails like this get forwarded by me, or anyone, to R10Bristo1Bay@epa.gov. 

i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-r•T•-•-•-1-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-j 

""""-~~i~f;:;7,., Erik Peterson · 
/~!(If#· Ix•••. 

/l •.;\ U.S. EPA, Region 10 
'• 'f\ 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
t\ i• 1,1

1 
.I Mail Code: 14-D2 

i·<:t;:!t••·0Y.::,~~;;;Y Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: LaCroix, Matthew 
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 5:31 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble PD 

All, 
Good afternoon. Mr. Allen is now inquiring about the PD. I am not sure how this type of correspondence is being handled, but I am 
not able to respond and am passing it off. 
Thanks, 
Matthew LaCroix, Biologist 
Wetlands & Oceans Section 
Water Division 
Alaska Operations Office 
222 W. 7th Ave. #19 
Anchorage, AK 99513 
(907) 271-1480 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 11:44 AM 
To: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble PD 

Matthew, 
When will a decision be made. Leopold literally just instructed Hladick to make a decision soon for clarity's sake and what does 
Hladick do, he doesn't make a decision to delay ... This is criminal. ... When will a decision be made on whether or not to remove the 
illegal PD?! 
Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 
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Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 5/23/2019 12:33:33 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay Erik Peterson ACP.docx 

Hi - My edits are attached. Thanks! 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 2:36 PM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Donald, 
Donald, 

Thanks for putting this together! 

Below is a sentence I propose in the attached draft that I would like to get some additional input on - from Ashley, Palmer or Heidi. 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 12:51 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Good Afternoon All, 

Attached you will find a draft of the briefing paper developed to inform the RA regarding our meeting next on the draft response to 
CE l's RFC. I have yet to see the actual meeting created, but will check in with the RA's office to ensure that a meeting will take 
place. Please review the briefing paper to ensure I included all of the necessary items and that they are consistent with this process 
as well as the entire Bristol Bay assessment. I have also included the draft response, which I will also include in my message to the 
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RA. Please provide any comments to me as soon as you can as I need to provide this to the RA by tomorrow morning. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, 
Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Brown, DonaldM[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A96EB91092DB4B3D892EBDD5514E82A9-BROWN, DONALD M.] 
Sent: Wed 5/22/2019 7:50:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay.docx 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 

Good Afternoon All, 

Attached you will find a draft of the briefing paper developed to inform the RA regarding our meeting next on the draft response to 
CE l's RFC. I have yet to see the actual meeting created, but will check in with the RA's office to ensure that a meeting will take 
place. Please review the briefing paper to ensure I included all of the necessary items and that they are consistent with this process 
as well as the entire Bristol Bay assessment. I have also included the draft response, which I will also include in my message to the 
RA. Please provide any comments to me as soon as you can as I need to provide this to the RA by tomorrow morning. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM "ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

ED_002890_00110220-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Thomas M. Barba 
202 429 8127 direct 
202 261 9838 fax 
tbarba@steptoe.com 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 
202 429 3000 main 
www.steptoe.com 

Via E-Mail and U.S. Mail 

Information Quality Guidelines Staff 
Mail Code 2821 T 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

January 14, 2019 

Re: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of Information Quality Act 
Request for Correction by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (RFC 19001) 

On behalf of our client, the Pebble Limited Partnership ("PLP"), we write to you in 
support of the Competitive Enterprise Institute's ("CEI") November 14, 2018, Request for 
Correction or Withdrawal Regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (RFC 19001) ("CEI 
Request"). For the reasons outlined below, PLP urges the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency ("EPA") to correct or withdraw the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment ("BBW A")1 for 
violation of the Information Quality Act ("IQA")2 and the IQA's implementing guidelines issued 
by the Office of Management and Budget ("OMB")3 and EPA.4 EPA guidelines require the 
Agency to correct any published information that does not meet "basic standards of quality, 
including objectivity, utility, and integrity,"5 and the BBWA falls well short of these standards. 

PLP is an American partnership that has leased from the State of Alaska the rights to 
develop the Pebble Deposit, a copper-, gold-, and molybdenum-rich lode in southwest Alaska. 
In 2017, PLP submitted an application for a permit to construct and operate the Pebble Mine to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ("USACE"). PLP has invested hundreds of millions of 

1 EPA Region 10, An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecmystems of 
Bristol Bay, Alaska (Jan. 2014), https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-
05/documents/bristol_ bay_ assessment_final_ 2014_ voll .pdf. 

2 44 U.S.C. § 3516. 
3 Office of Management and Budget, Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the 

Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity oflnformation Disseminated by Federal Agencies 
("OMB Guidelines"), 67 Fed. Reg. 8452 (Feb. 22, 2002). 

4 Environmental Protection Agency, Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the 
Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity of Information Disseminated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-03/documents/epa-info
quality-guidelines.pdf ("EPA Guidelines"). 

5 Id. at 3. 

ED_002890_00110247-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Steptoe 
dollars into geological, environmental, engineering, and other technical studies of the project 
over the course of several years. Although PLP's permit application is currently being 
processed, EPA has prevented USACE from issuing a permit by issuing a Clean Water Act 
Section 404( c) Proposed Determination, which, if finalized, effectively bans all development of 
the Pebble Deposit.6 The Proposed Determination is based almost entirely on the BBW A, a 
study purporting to outline the effects of mining on the salmon fisheries of the Bristol Bay 
watershed through the evaluation of hypothetical mine designs. 

The BBW A, however, was tainted with bias and predetermination, leading the Agency to 
commit several major errors and omit the best available information and science regarding the 
potential impact of the Pebble Mine. Thus, we respectfully urge EPA to grant CEI' s petition to 
substantially withdraw the BBW A and disavow any reliance on that analysis, to comply with 
both the IQA and EPA's Guidelines. As CEI notes, to review the Pebble Mine, the Agency 
should participate in the Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS") process under the National 
Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA").7 

L Background 

The Pebble Mine has the potential to create thousands of jobs in the Bristol Bay region of 
Alaska. For over a decade, PLP developed feasibility studies and various potential mine designs 
to support its eventual permit application. In 2014, however, EPA abandoned the traditional 
permitting process in favor of preemptively halting the development of the mine despite the fact 
that PLP had not yet submitted a mining application. Without the benefit of a permit application 
to analyze, EPA simply constructed dubious facts and banned all development based on 
assumptions developed for it by interested mining opponents. This distortion of the rule of law 
is a disgrace to the agency, its scientists, and the citizens of Alaska. 

In the normal course, a proposed developer submits a Section 404 permit application to 
the Corps. Once the permit application is filed, NEPA requires the Corps to "take a hard look" at 
potential impacts of the development application and prepare an EIS.8 EISs are most often 
developed by expert third-party consultants who are entirely independent from project 
proponents or other stakeholder interests. Digging even deeper than the contents of the 
application, an EIS includes consultation with other federal agencies, a review of, among other 
things, social and economic impacts (including employment effects, energy costs, tax payments, 
and land development), and mitigation opportunities.9 NEPA also requires significant public 
involvement, including Federal Register notice, public comment periods, and public meetings. 
The Corps must release a response to the public comments before issuing the final decision on 

6 EPA Region 10, Proposed Determination of the US. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pursuant to Section 40.:/(c) of the Clean Water Act (July 2014), 
https://v.1,vw.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-07 /documents/pebble _pd_ 071714 _ final.pdf 
("Proposed Determination"). 

7 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pebble Project EJS: Drajt Scoping Report, July 25, 
2018, https:/ /www.pebbleprojecteis.com. 

8 See Robertson v. Methow Valley Citi:::ens Council, 490 U.S. 332,350 (1989). 
9 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531-1544. 
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the permit. 10 This regulatory scheme devised by Congress contemplates that all of this will occur 
before EPA exercises its authority to veto a project. 

Despite this clear statutory mandate and the benefits of following it, EPA ignored the 
Clean Water Act permitting and NEPA processes and instead commissioned the BBW A in 2011, 
even though PLP had not yet submitted a permit application that the Agency could evaluate. 
Without the benefit of an application outlining the specific measures PLP would take to 
minimize environmental impacts, such as robust compensatory mitigation, the BBWA is 
woefully inadequate to form the basis of a regulatory decision. Indeed, numerous peer reviewers 
seriously criticized the Assessment and the "science" underlying its conclusions, pointing out 
that it provided an insufficient basis for regulatory decision-making. 11 As described below, these 
flaws also violate EPA's IQA guidelines. Nonetheless, EPA issued a Proposed Determination 
under Section 404( c ), announcing its intent to apply comprehensive mining restrictions to the 
Bristol Bay area, based almost entirely on this faulty Assessment. 12 Despite Pebble now having 
submitted a Section 404 permit application for consideration, EPA has refused to withdraw the 
BBW A or the Proposed Determination. While EPA's Proposed Determination remains pending, 
USACE may not issue PLP a Clean Water Act permit. 13 

II. The BBW A is Subject to the IQA and the Higher Standards for Highly Influential 
Scientific Assessments 

Congress enacted the IQA to "ensur[e] and maximiz[e] the quality, objectivity, utility, 
and integrity of information (including statistical information) disseminated by Federal 
agencies," such as EPA. 14 The IQA required 0MB to issue government-wide guidance, which 
each federal agency was to follow in issuance of its own guidelines. Thus, the purpose of the 
EPA Guidelines is to apply the 0MB Guidelines to the Agency's particular circumstances, and 
to "establish administrative mechanisms allowing affected persons to seek and obtain correction 
of information ... disseminated by the agency that does not comply with the [0MB] guidelines . 

,,] 5 

The resulting IQA standards established by 0MB impose both "substantive" and 
"presentation" requirements and set more rigorous standards for "influential scientific 

10 40 C.F.R. § 1506.6. 
11 See, e.g., EPA, Response to Peer Review Comments on the May 2012 and April 2013 

Drafts of An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, 
Alaska 215, http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p _ download _id=522981 ("EPA 
Response to Peer Review Comments") (stating that some of the conclusions were "not 
appropriate for a document that is intended to provide a scientific and technical foundation for 
future decision making"). 

12 Proposed Determination at 2-11. 
13 See 33 C.F.R. 323.6(b); 40 C.F.R. 231(a)(2). 
14 See Pub. L. No. 106-554. The IQA was developed as a supplement to the Paperwork 

Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. § 3501 et seq., which requires 0MB, among other things, to "develop 
and oversee the implementation of policies, principles, standards, and guidelines to .... apply to 
Federal agency dissemination of public information." 

15 Id. 
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information," such as EPA assessments. EPA's IQA Guidelines expand on the 0MB Guidelines 
in a number of ways, including by requiring scientific determinations to apply "careful 
consideration of all [relevant] information" under a weight-of-evidence approach. 16 Both the 
0MB and EPA Guidelines are binding on the Agency. 17 

A. The Base "Objectivity" and "Utility" Standards 

The EPA Guidelines apply to "information" that EPA "disseminates" to the public. 18 For 
purposes of the EPA Guidelines, EPA "disseminates" information to the public "when EPA 
initiates or sponsors the distribution of information to the public."19 "Information" in this 
context "generally includes any communication or representation of knowledge such as facts or 
data, in any medium or form."20 The BBW A, as a publicly issued study performed by EPA, is 
thus subject to the EPA Guidelines. 

The Guidelines require that information disseminated by EPA meet base standards of 
"objectivity" and "utility" to ensure that information is accurate, reliable, and unbiased. The 
base "objectivity" standard has both a "substantive" and "presentation" component. The 
substantive component requires that information be accurate, reliable, and unbiased and be 
generated by sound statistical and research methods. The utility component requires that 
information be useful for the intended users, including the public, and that it be presented in a 
clear, complete, accurate, and unbiased manner. Supporting data and potential sources of error 
also must be transparent so that the public can assess for itself the objectivity of the sources and 
resulting information.21 

Significantly, EPA's Guidelines apply equally to information generated by contractors, 
"[ s ]ince EPA is responsible for managing the work assigned to contractors" and thus "has a 
relatively high degree of control over the quality of this information. "22 Contractors played a 
significant role in the drafting of the BBWA, and their work is thus also subject to EPA's 
Guidelines. 

B. Heightened IQA Standards for Influential Scientific Information 

In addition to these standards, EPA has previously acknowledged that the BBW A is also 
subject to the heightened and more rigorous objectivity standards applicable to Highly Influential 

16 EPA Guidelines at 26. 
17 See Prime Time Int'! Co. v. Vilsack, 599 F.3d 678, 685 (D.C. Cir. 2010). 
18 EPA Guidelines at 15. 
19 Id. 
20 Id. 
21 See, e.g., 0MB, Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, 

Utility, and Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies, 67 F.R. 8451, § V.2 
(Feb. 22, 2002) ("OMB Guidelines"); EPA Guidelines at 15. 

22 Id. at 6. 
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Scientific Assessments ("HISA"). 23 When EPA disseminates influential scientific information 
regarding human health, safety, or environmental risk assessments, EPA must ensure that the 
"substance of the information is accurate, reliable and unbiased."24 This means the Agency must 
use a weigh-of-the-evidence approach that considers "the best available science and supporting 
studies conducted in accordance with sound and objective scientific practices .... "25 

Ill. The BBW A Must be Withdrawn Because its Design was Fundamentally Flawed and 
its Analysis is Demonstrably Inaccurate 

A. The BBW A's Design was Not Objective 

EPA' s BBW A process and contents were tainted with bias from the beginning. The 
result is a document - and decision - that cannot pass IQA muster. To maximize objectivity, 
EPA's IQA guidelines require "disseminated information [to be] presented in an accurate, clear, 
complete, and unbiased manner, and as a matter of substance [be] accurate, reliable, and 
unbiased."26 EPA's actions, and the resulting BBWA design, precluded any objectivity in the 
BBW A or Proposed Determination. 

EPA's crafting of the BBWA is especially worthy of scrutiny given the document's status 
as a Highly Influential Scientific Assessment. Such assessments require a "higher degree of 
transparency about data and methods."27 EPA decided to invoke its 404(c) authority before PLP 
had submitted a permit application and before EPA undertook any scientific analysis at all. But 
as the CEI Request describes, the history of the BBWA's development was plagued with a lack 
of transparency. Documents produced by EPA show that in late 2009, Phil North, an EPA 
Region 10 ecologist who would later become a technical lead for the BB WA, had already 
concluded that the Pebble mine should be vetoed before PLP submitted a permit application. 
And EPA officials testified that multiple leaders within Region 10 were also in favor of invoking 
404(c) to block Pebble.28 Indeed, internal deliberative documents reveal that in 2010, EPA 
"believe[ d] that [the already available] information, as it relates to Bristol Bay and its 
watersheds, is sufficient to make a 404(c) determination now," and that "[w]aiting to make the 

23 See Notice of the Peer Review Meeting for EPA's Draft Report Entitled An Assessment 
of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska (July 6, 2012), 
https://v.1,vw.federalregister.gov/documents/2012/07/06/2012-16441/notice-of-the-peer-review
meeting-for-epas-draft-report-entitled-an-assessment-of-potential-mining. 

24 EPA Guidelines at 15. 
25 Id. at 22. 
26 Id. at 15. 
27 EPA Guidelines at 20. 
28 See, e.g., Deposition of Michael Szerlog 76:23-77:18, Pebble Ltd. P'ship v. EPA, Case 

No. 3:14-cv-00171-HRH (D. Alaska Apr. 12, 2016) (admitting favoring using 404(c) on Pebble 
by 2010); Deposition of Phillip North 91 :14-92:2, Pebble Ltd. P'ship v. EPA, Case No. 3:14-cv-
00171-HRH (D. Alaska Mar. 30, 2016) (indicating that Richard Parkin began supporting using 
404(c) on Pebble by 2009 or 2010). 
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determination does not seem necessary or a prudent use of anyone's resources."29 Thus, rather 
than wait for a permit application, and evaluate that application using the comprehensive EIS 
process, EPA decided to conduct the BBW A. 

Furthering this one-sided process, EPA appointed Richard Parkin to be the BBW A "team 
leader."30 Parkin was not an objective leader; he had made his bias well known. Indeed, in 
February 2011, as EPA was rolling out the BB WA, Parkin met with members of an Alaska 
Native Tribe and admitted to them that "while a 404c determination would be based on science -
politics are [an] as big or biggerfactor. "31 EPA also appointed Phil North to be the technical 
lead for the BBW A, despite his vocal criticisms of the Pebble Mine. The House Oversight 
Committee found evidence "that the EPA employees working on the BBW A assessment were 
never interested in conducting an objective review of all the studies on the impact of the 
proposed mine. "32 

Parkin and North recruited like-minded authors. For example, Phil Bma, an FWS 
employee, co-authored a major appendix to the BBW A, despite previously expressing his 
excitement at the possibility of a Pebble veto, stating: "[t]his [i.e., a decision barring Pebble] is 
going to happen and it's going to get bloody. I am looking forward to it!"33 Likewise, BBWA 
contractor Alan Boraas, who conducted tribal outreach for the BBW A and authored the appendix 
on Traditional Ecological Knowledge, drafted several anti-Pebble Op-Ed pieces, concluding that 
"indigenous resistance" would kill Pebble.34 This predetermination on Boraas's part is 
especially troubling given that it was related to the very subject he was supposed to be studying. 
EPA's reliance on anti-mine contractors with an incentive to generate results unfavorable to 
Pebble violated the objectivity requirement of the EPA Guidelines, as well as EPA's Scientific 
Integrity Policy, which requires all employees, including scientists and managers, to "[ a ]void 

29 The Cohen Group, Report of an Independent Review of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency's Actions in Connection with Its Evaluation of Potential 
Mining in Alaska's Bristol Bay Watershed, App-95 (Oct. 6, 2015), 
http://files.co hen group .net/Final/Final-Report-with-Appendices-compressed. pdf ("Cohen 
Report"). 

30 U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Unprecedented 40..:/(c) Action in Bristol Bay, Alaska 5 
(Nov. 4, 2015), https:/ /republicans-oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/ l 1/Bristol
Bay-Pebble-Mine-Staff-Findings-Nov-2015-Final.pdf ("House Oversight Report"). 

31 United States House of Representatives Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology, The Pebble Promise in Bristol Bay: Assessing Potential Environmental Harm and 
Evaluating the Tactics of Pebble Limited Partnership's Plans to Build One of the World's 
Largest Open-Pit Copper and Gold Mines in Bristol Bay, Alaska Supplemental Documents at 5 
(Apr. 28, 2016) ("House Science Report"). 

32 House Oversight Report. at 18. 
33 Cohen Report at 44. 
34 Id. at 51 n.328 ( citing Alan Boraas, Murkowski Risks Salmon for Gold Mine, 

Anchorage Daily News (Dec. 1, 2005)). 
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conflicts of interest and ensure impartiality. "35 

The CEI Request rightfully highlights the work of Ann Maestas another example of the 
bias present in the BBW A process. Maest contributed numerous studies to the draft BBW A even 
though Maest admitted that in the course of the infamous Chevron environmental litigation in 
Ecuador she had ghostwritten another expert's scientific report, based on assumptions she knew 
to be inaccurate, and then commented on the report to give the appearance that the report was 
independent.36 When Maest's wrongdoing in the Ecuadorian litigation came to light, EPA 
formally removed references to her work from the text of the BBW A. But EPA did not disavow 
the work of the other scientists who had worked closely or had given presentations with Maest 
and whose objectivity was also clearly in question. Nor is there evidence that EPA made any 
effort to remove Maest's contributions to the BBWA other than to remove direct citations to her 
work.37 

As discussed more below, EPA also carefully curated other anti-mine studies for use in 
the BBW A. For example, EPA quietly peer reviewed seven studies prepared by paid critics of 
the Pebble Project so that the Agency might cite the studies in the BBW A. The peer reviewers 
roundly condemned the studies as insufficiently supported by scientific evidence, 
methodologically flawed, and biased. Despite this, EPA cited the studies throughout the BBW A, 
while largely ignoring Pebble's Environmental Baseline Document - a document comprising 
more than 25,000 pages of scientific information collected in the Pebble Project area over a 
period of several years at an estimated cost of over $100 million. 38 

The process designed by EPA also allowed scores of back-door meetings with anti-mine 
activists. Over the course of the BBWA process, EPA communicated hundreds of times with 
anti-Pebble campaign leaders and scientists to share campaign information, technical studies, and 
other intelligence relevant to EPA's 404(c) strategy.39 For example, in April 2012, EPA hosted 
several anti-mine scientists with the purpose of "coordinat[ing] science research related to the 
fisheries of Bristol Bay and their relation to the" BBW A. 40 And EPA invited anti-mine lobbyist 
Wayne Nastri to discuss strategies related to the publication of the BBWA each time a draft of 
the Assessment was released. 41 

All of this led the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform to conclude 
"that EPA employees had inappropriate contact with outside groups and failed to conduct an 

35 EPA, Scientific Integrity Policy 3, https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-
02/documents/scientific_integrity _policy_ 2012.pdf. 

36 Witness Statement of Ann Maest -,r 4, Chevron Corp. v. Don::iger, Case No. 1: 11-cv-
00691-LAK, Dkt. 1007-1 (S.D.N.Y. Apr. 12, 2013). 

37 EPA Response to Peer Review Comments at 49-50. 
38 Cohen Report at 29-30. 
39 Id. at 33-34, App. C. 
40 Id. at App-17. 
41 See generally id. at App. C. 
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impartial, fact-based review of the proposed Pebble mine."42 And former US Senator and 
Secretary of Defense William Cohen said his investigation "raise(s) serious concerns" on a 
number of issues, including "whether EPA orchestrated the process to reach a pre-determined 
outcome," whether it "had inappropriately close relationships with anti-mine advocates," and 
whether EPA was not candid about its decision-making process.43 

B. The BBW A's Analysis is Demonstrably Inaccurate 

1. EPA's Evaluation of Unrealistic Hypothetical Mine Scenarios Does Not 
Reflect Objective Scientific Practices 

EPA' s predetermined maneuvers led to a biased BBW A, lacking "the best available 
science and supporting studies conducted in accordance with sound and objective scientific 
practices," as the IQA requires.44 Having no actual permit application to review, EPA invented 
three hypothetical mining scenarios to fit its goals, rather than, as the CEI Request aptly put it, 
"the real thing" from a permit application.45 

For example, the BBWA's hypothetical mines all employ "conventional" mining 
practices.46 PLP, however, has explicitly committed to mine construction adhering to 
"international best practice" standards.47 International best practice for a mine as large as the 
proposed PLP project would include methods for preventing, mitigating, and (when necessary) 
compensating for environmental impacts. Despite this, EPA designed its hypothetical mines 
with relatively few conventional mitigation practices (that the Agency subsequently concluded to 
be inadequate). When PLP and others protested, EPA admitted that "mitigation measures could 
offset some of the stream and wetland losses" but then simply asserted, without analysis, that 

42 Letter from House Oversight Committee to EPA Administrator McCarthy (Nov. 4, 
2015), https:/ /republicans-oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2015-11-04-JC-CL
JJ-to-McCarthy-EPA-Bristol-Bay-due-11-18.pdf. 

43 Cohen Report at ES-8. 
44 EPA Guidelines at 22. 
45 The BBW A states that two of the mine scenarios that EPA created and evaluated are 

based on "preliminary mine details put forth in Northern Dynasty Minerals' Preliminary 
Assessment of the Pebble Mine." BBW A at 6-1. The BBW A fails, however, to disclose that the 
Preliminary Assessment evaluated the economic potential of the Pebble deposit. It did not, as 
EPA suggests, include a detailed engineering analysis of any proposed development, and it 
accordingly lacks information on strategies and technologies for managing environmental 
effects. Moreover, as the Preliminary Assessment makes clear, "[t]he project description that the 
Pebble Partnership ultimately elects to submit for permitting under NEPA may vary in a number 
of ways." Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd., Preliminary Assessment of the Pebble Project, 
Southwest Alaska 60 (Feb. 17, 2011) ("NDM Preliminary Assessment"). And in other corporate 
filings, PLP noted that the 2011 document "may have limited going-forward relevance at this 
time." Northern Dynasty Minerals, Ltd., Management Discussion and Analysis, Year Ended 
December 31, 2013, Form 40-F at 6 (filed Mar. 27, 2014). 

46 BBWA at ES-11-12. 
47 NDM Preliminary Assessment at 387. 
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there are "substantial challenges regarding the[ir] efficacy."48 EPA then chose to punt on the 
issue, proclaiming that "any formal determinations regarding compensatory mitigation can only 
take place in the context of a regulatory action" and that the issue was "outside the scope of this 
assessment."49 But when EPA quickly used the BBW A as its primary basis for the Proposed 
Determination, the Agency effectively sidestepped the entire mitigation inquiry. 

Beyond these design flaws, EPA used its hypothetical mine scenarios to construct equally 
hypothetical environmental impacts. For example, the BBWA assumes that a mine would 
release surplus water into only two of three available streams.50 This is a wholly arbitrary 
assumption and one that would not be allowed by state or federal regulatory agencies. But EPA 
chose to adopt this approach so that the Assessment would overstate the impact on downstream 
aquatic habitats. If, instead, EPA had chosen to assume that surplus water would have been 
released into all three steams in equal amounts, it would have concluded, for each hypothetical 
mine scenario, that the change in streamflow would involve a relatively high level of ecosystem 
protection, rather than finding a potentially adverse impact on the surrounding ecosystem.51 

The CEI Request exposes the problems with basing a major decision on such 
hypothetical scenarios considering the BBWA itself even concedes that "[t]he scenarios are not 
mine plans: they are not based on a specific mine permit application and are not intended to be 
the detailed plans by which the components of a mine would be designed. "52 And EPA admitted 
that"[t]he exact details of any future mine plan for the Pebble deposit or for other deposits in the 
watershed will differ from our mine scenarios. "53 

CEI's concerns are not isolated; several peer reviewers and observers noted that the vast 
differences between EPA' s hypothetical mine scenarios and an actual mine plan as part of a 
permit application rendered the BBW A's analysis useless. As one peer reviewer told EPA, 

[T]he authors have attempted to develop a hypothetical mine and 
attempted to assess possible environmental effects associated with 
mine development, operation, and closure. Although interesting, 
the potential reality of the assessment is somewhat questionable. It 
is also unclear why EPA undertook this evaluation, given that a 
more realistic assessment could probably have been conducted 
once an actual mine was proposed and greater detail about 
operational parameters available .... Unfortunately, because of the 
hypothetical nature of the approach employed, the uncertainty 
associated with the assessment, and therefore the utility of the 

48 BBWA at ES-27. 
49 EPA Response to Peer Review Comments at 226. 
50 BBWA at 7-44. 
51 Letter from Pebble Limited Partnership to EPA 20 (Apr. 29, 2014), 

https://v.1,vw.northemdynastyminerals.com/site/assets/files/4568/plp _response _to _final_ bbwa _ ap 
ril2014.pdf. 

52 BBWA at 6-1. 
53 Id. at ES-10. 
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. . bl 54 assessment, is questwna e. 

The State of Alaska, which the CEI Request notes was "largely bypassed in this case," concurred 
with this observation, concluding that the hypothetical mine scenarios "do not represent the only 
options and outcomes that could apply to a mine in the Bristol Bay area."55 As the Alaska 
Attorney General summarized, "the watershed assessment, and now the proposed determination 
which relies on the assessment, draw speculative conclusions about potential impacts from a 
hypothetical mine."56 The absence of a concrete proposal to assess also led USACE to the 
BBW A sidelines, as it was "unable to evaluate the impacts of potential discharges associated 
with the Pebble Deposit."57 

In the end, EPA acknowledged more than 50 times that there were significant gaps in the 
BBWA that limited its utility.58 For example, EPA admitted that the BBWA was not designed to 
"duplicate or replace a regulatory process [the NEPA Process];" that it did not include "an in
depth assessment of a specific mine;" that "mitigation to compensate for effects on aquatic 
resources that cannot be avoided or minimized by mine design and operation" was "beyond the 
scope of this assessment;" and that the BBWA failed to include "an economic or social cost
benefit analysis. "59 

Not surprisingly, many of the BBWA's peer reviewers agreed with EPA, noting that the 
BBW A lacked important infom1ation about the potential effects of mine development that must 
be examined during a more rigorous and comprehensive NEPA EIS process. For instance, peer 
reviewers noted that "[t]he resulting risk assessment can be at best characterized as preliminary, 
screening level, or conceptual. There are both technical and process issues that must be 
addressed before this risk assessment can be considered complete or of sufficient credibility to be 
the basis for a better understanding of the impacts of mining in the Bristol Bay watershed. "60 

EPA did not address these criticisms, often noting that the reviewers' concerns were irrelevant 

54 EPA, Final Peer Review Report, External Peer Review ofEPA's Draft Document, An 
Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts of Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska 22 (Sept. 
17, 2012), http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p_download_id=522993 ("EPA Final 
Peer Review Report"). 

55 Cohen Report at 60. 
56 Id. at 14 7 ( citing Letter from Attorney General Michael Geraghty, et al., to Gina 

McCarthy, Administrator, EPA, and Dennis McLerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 
(Sept. 19, 2014)). 

57 Id. at 68 (citing Letter from Col. Christopher Lestochi, Commander, the Corps' Alaska 
District, to Dennis McLerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10 (Mar. 14, 2014)). 

58 See Comments of the Pebble Limited Partnership on EPA Region 10 's Proposed 
Determination Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act Regarding the Pebble Deposit 
Area, Southwest Alaska at Ex. 5, EPA Docket No. EPA-Rl0-OW-2014-0505 (Sept. 19, 2014). 

59 Cohen Report 85-86. 
60 EPA, Peer Review Follow-On Comments, An Assessment of 
Potentia!Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska 341 (2013), 

http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p _ download _id=522982 ("Peer Review Follow
On Comments"). 
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since the BBW A is not a "decision document. "61 That changed, however, once EPA relied on 
the BBWA to form the basis of the Proposed Determination. 

2. EPA Did Not Utilize the Weight-of-the-Evidence Approach 

The CEI Request calls attention to the BBWA's failure to evaluate evidence tending to 
show that Pebble could be developed sustainably, in violation ofIQA guidelines. For 
information disseminated to the public, especially in a HISA, the IQA requires a "weight-of-the
evidence" approach, which "generally considers all relevant information in an integrative 
assessment that takes into account the kinds of evidence available, the quality and quantity of the 
evidence, the strengths and limitations associated of each type of evidence, and explains how the 
various types of evidence fit together."62 The refusal to incorporate any pro-mining infom1ation 
is especially troubling considering, as described above, EPA' s analysis only included 
hypothetical mines of the Agency's own creation. 

In particular, the BBWA wholly ignores PLP's Environmental Baseline Document 
("EBD").63 To create the EBD, PLP engaged over 100 scientists from more than 40 
independent environmental consulting firms. 64 PLP spent more than $100 million and nearly 
seven years on the EBD, which comprised more than 25,000 pages of data in 53 chapters and 
seven appendices that offer in-depth analysis of the ecology of the Bristol Bay region.65 This 
work was conducted to be subsequently included in the EIS, and such data is typically of high 
quality given the extensive scrutiny it faces under the EIS process. In 2011, PLP shared the full 
contents of the EBD with EPA.66 But EPA has refused to incorporate the data into any of its 
work. Thus, much of "the best available science" is missing from the BBW A. 

3. EPA Failed to Adhere to Its Peer Review Handbook 

Rather than adding an objective lens to the BBWA, the Assessment's peer review process 
only solidified its bias. EPA's IQA guidelines incorporate the Agency's Peer Review 
Handbook.67 By arbitrarily constraining reviewers and engaging in excessive contact with them, 
EPA repeatedly violated these policies. 

For the peer review of the BBWA's first draft, conducted in August 2012, EPA imposed 
several conditions designed to limit public participation. EPA rendered the public testimony 
useless: the Agency limited public presentations to just three minutes and prohibited written 
submissions and visual aids.68 EPA also violated its own guidelines by engaging in excessive 
contact with the peer reviewers. EPA's Peer Review Handbook prohibits "general contact and 

61 EPA Response to Peer Review Comments at 35. 
62 EPA Guidelines at 26 n.29. 
63 See Pebble Limited Partnership, Environmental Baseline Document, 

https://pebbleresearch.com/document/. 
64 Cohen Report at 29-30. 
65 Id. 
66 Id. 
67 EPA Guidelines at 11. 
68 EPA Final Peer Review Report at 3. 

ED_002890_00110247-00011 

11 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Steptoe 
direction to the contractor's staff or peer reviewers."69 But the Agency's own Peer Review 
Report reveals that EPA had numerous, substantive discussions with peer reviewers during the 
supposedly "closed" panel session on the third day: 

• When a peer reviewer raised with EPA "the lack of clarity in the draft document's 
purpose, scope, and intended audience," EPA informed the panel about the Tribal 
Petition and outlined EPA's options for exercising a Section 404(c) veto;70 

• When a peer reviewer asked if the BBW A should be "interpreted as a framework, 
decision-support document, or a risk assessment," EPA explained to them that the 
BBWA was not a decision document;71 and 

• When peer reviewers questioned the use of the BBW A, EPA explained to them 
how the BBW A would inform the Agency's options while "also educating and 
focusing stakeholders by characterizing various stressors and potential risks."72 

These "clarifications" were far more than "limited contacts." Rather, EPA's substantive 
comments to the peer reviewers minimized the BBWA's impact by characterizing it as non
decisional so that the Assessment would not have to meet the more rigorous standards the peer 
reviewers would have applied to regulatory decisions. This was improper. 

EPA' s approach to the peer review of the second draft of the BBW A even more severely 
handcuffed the peer review panel. EPA limited this process to asking the peer reviewers of the 
first draft if the new second draft responded to the peer review comments from the first draft.73 

However, the second draft of the BBWA was in effect an entirely new document with little 
similarity to the first draft. The text ballooned from 3 71 pages to 618 pages and relied for the 
first time on the biased reports approved through the supplemental review process. Given these 
changes, the second draft of the BBWA should have been subject to a full peer review, not an 
abbreviated, incremental one. Finally, this peer review, like the first, arbitrarily limited 
opportunities for criticism. EPA held no public meeting, in violation of the Agency's Peer 
Review Handbook.74 And the Agency rushed the review, allowing the panel only enough time 
for "a single review of the report."75 

Particularly problematic was a separate, unannounced round of peer review of the seven 
anti-Pebble studies (including two from Maest) added to the record, all originating from anti
mine activists and organizations. For example, in addition to Maest, EPA reviewed a study from 
Earthworks, an organization that has published on its website over a dozen articles hostile to the 

69 EPA, Peer Review Handbook§ 3.5.3(b) (3d ed.) ("EPA Peer Review Handbook"). 
70 EPA Final Peer Review Report at 3. 
71 Id. at 4. 
n Id. 
73 EPA Response to Peer Review Comments at 340-41. 
74 EPA Peer Review Handbook§ 3.3.1. 
75 Peer Review Follow-On Comments at 34-35. 
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Pebble Project.76 And the remaining authors were affiliated with the Center for Science in 
Public Participation, an organization committed "to convince[ing] EPA to invoke its power 
under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act to veto the Pebble Project because it would have an 
'unacceptable adverse effect' on fisheries resources in the Bristol Bay Region."77 Despite a 
limited peer review process, peer reviewers raised a number of objections to the contents and 
conclusions of these studies. For example, the criticism included: 

• "[S]ome of the comments read like editorial opinions rather than reporting 
scientific results."78 

• "I find the report, by its very nature, to be very biased."79 

• "[This report] is clearly intended to convince the reader that the Pebble Mine 
should not be permitted to operate" and "lacks impartiality."80 

• "[T]he writing and tone of the report suggests less than an objective approach."81 

• "[S]ome of the language is a bit alarmist and not based on presented data."82 

EPA's behavior during the peer review process would alert any objective observer to 
EPA' s bias. The circumscribed parameters, the secretive proceedings, and the flouting of 
guidelines significantly undermine the credibility of the BBWA- and violates the IQA. 

IV. Recommendations for Corrective Action 

As the CEI Request concludes, EPA's data quality guidelines "are best served by EPA 
going back to participating in the process way it had done for decades."83 The BBWA should 

76 Earthworks, https://earthworks.org/search-2/?fwp _ search=pebble. 
77 Center for Science in Public Participation, Projects, http://v.-ww.csp2.org/projects. 
78 EPA, Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review ofWobus et al., 

Potential Hydrologic and Water Quality Alteration from Large-scale Mining of the Pebble 
Deposit in Bristol Bay, Alaska 4 (Nov. 2, 2012), 
http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p _ download _id=S 13569 ("Wobus Review"). 

79 EPA, Final Peer Review Summary Report of Kuipers et al., Comparison of Predicted 
and Actual Water Quality at Hardrock Mines and Earthworks 2012, US. Copper Prophyry 
Mines Report 20 (Nov. 15, 2012), 
http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p _ download _id=S 13568. 

80 EPA, Final Peer Review Summary Report of Chambers and Higman, Long Term Risks 
of Tailing Dam Failure and Levit and Chambers, Comparison of the Pebble Mine with Other 
Large Hard Rock Mines 20-21 (Dec. 30, 2012), 
http://ofmpub.epa.gov/eims/eimscomm.getfile?p _ download _id=S 13570 ("Chambers Review"). 

81 Wobus Review at 4. 
82 Chambers Review at 19. 
83 CEI Request at 10. 

ED_002890_00110247-00013 
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Steptoe 
not be relied upon by the public, other governmental agencies, or EPA. Accordingly, PLP asks 
that EPA take the following steps to comply with the IQA: 

1. Remove the BBW A from official publication and cease further 
distribution; 

2. Withdraw the Proposed Determination because of its reliance on the 
BBW A, or remove any references or information obtained from the 
BBWA; 

3. Rescind the BBWA and Proposed Determination's accompanying press 
releases and issue a statement posted on EPA' s website that the BBW A 
and Proposed Determination have been withdrawn due to violations of the 
IQA. 

Withdrawing the BBW A and Proposed Determination for their IQA violations does not 
in any way weaken EPA's authority to address concerns it may have with the Pebble Mine 
during the Clean Water Act permit application process. This option still gives EPA the 
opportunity to weigh in on PLP's permit application during the EIS process. And, unlike the 
BBW A, this process will be open and include input from USACE, other federal agencies, and the 
State of Alaska. An open, deliberate process evaluating the best available information can only 
further the policy goals of the IQA and of EPA in general. 

For these reasons, PLP strongly urges EPA to grant the CEI Request and re-commit itself 
as an Agency to complying with the IQA in full moving forward. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas M. Barba 

14 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Duncan, 
Bruce[Duncan.Bruce@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 11/15/2018 3:29:04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

Donald, rob/Bruce- will try to catch up with you all later today. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: November 15, 2018 at 6:05:31 AM PST 
To: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, "Schofield, Kate" 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bennett, Brittany" <bennett.brittan c e a. ov>, "Herbst, John" 
<herbst.john@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Andrea" 
<Lindsa .Andrea e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Ortiz, Michael" 
<Ortiz.Michael@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle e a. ov>, "Peterson, Erik" 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" 
<Steiner-Rile .Cara e a. ov>, "Wake, Neverley" <wake.neverley@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Whitley, Annie" <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "McGrath, Patricia" <me ath. atricia c e a. ov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 
Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or 
withdraw its 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their 
letter states that "[t]he BBWA fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing 
dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 
I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 
-Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 8:49 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernice! 
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Brian- let me know your recommendation for POC. Trust you'll coordinate with the Region and OGC as well. I'd like 

to send a brief heads up to Lee before Monday too. 
Thanks! 
John 
Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Date: November 15, 2018 at 8:32:30 AM EST 
To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Good Morning, 
Sharing this for your awareness - I am sure it will eventually work its way through the system. 

Thanks, 
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Tina 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 5:09 PM 

To: Watkins, Stephen <watkins.stephen@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 

<Wiggins Lewis.Miriam@epa.gov> 

Cc: Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Greetings from IQG Central! 

We just had a new Request for Correction submitted today (see below) concerning the Bristol Bay 

Watershed Assessment. As the primary POCs for your organizations, I am hopeful that you can help me 

identify the Subject Matter experts for this request. Please let me know who you would like me to 

include in the Scoping Meeting by next week, Nov. 21. 

The NPS and Watershed focus suggest OW as the Information Owners. 

Participants in the FR Notice reveal an NCEA colleague (past Director) at the table during the peer review 

assessment. 

Useful links for this RFC petition: 

• EPA's website on Bristol Bay: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

• Federal Register Notice of external peer review meeting: 

https ://www. fed era I register .gov/documents/ 2012/ 07 / 06/ 2012-16441/ notice-of-the-peer-review

m eeti ng-for-epas-d raft-report-entitled-an -assessm ent-of-potenti a 1-m in i ng 

Thanks! 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Ben Lieberman fmailto:Ben.Lieberman@cei.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2018 11:54 AM 

To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Enclosed is an Information Quality Act Request for Correction regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment. Do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 

Ben Lieberman 

Senior Fellow 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(202) 331-2270 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 11/15/2018 8:32:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:45 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi 

Thanks for sharing this is helpful. Since the BBWA was a joint effort among ORD, RlO and OW, it sounds like the "information 
owners" to be included on the scoping team needs to include reps from ORD, RlO and OW correct? 

-Palmer 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:40 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

FYI. 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:10 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Carrie, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 
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l __ Ex._ 6_ Personal _Privacy (PP) __ j 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:58 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thanks, Tracy. I have not seen many of these. Can you summarize the process for me? Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:50 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi, 

Thanks for the heads up. I will make sure that you are including on the scoping team for the this RFC. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 

, (202) __ 564-1305 _office __________________ ! 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i,•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:47 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Hi Tracy- I just wanted to provide you a heads up on the attached IQA petition. I am sure we will be following up with questions. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:06 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
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Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 

Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 

Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 

Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their letter states that "[t]he BBWA 

fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble 

Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 

I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 

-Palmer 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 6:33:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits.docx 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Allison, 
Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 
Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 
concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 
Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 
publicly available documents and from our website. 
Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 
well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 
conversation. 
Thank you! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: [. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 
to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 
send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Press 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NwJ.IJ.W..f:..$_(:_;ir;:_g_tJ.Lr;_., 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PPJ! 

Follow us on Twitte)J @!EP/,northwe•,i 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 
As in the attached doc. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q· 206-553-2160 (' i Ex.6Pecsona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

' ' i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwe·,I 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 
from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 
5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitte(! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call atl_ _________ Ex._6 _______ ___iwhen you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 

!._ __________ Ex .. 6 ·-·-·-·-·-· j 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 6:45:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits ACP.docx 

Th a n ks, Su z a n n e. !·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

It looks like a lot of material just got deleted.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) , 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

~J•;;;~~;i~;i;iJi~r~tv~a-~f jj~!'s~1~i)~!i_!b~fg!l-r ng l _______________ ":~,~-l?~_lil>_~r~!i~~_l''.<>_~~~~-(l?_l'I_ ______________ i 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Importance: High 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Allison, 
Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 
Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 
concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
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To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 

publicly available documents and from our website. 
Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 
well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 

conversation. 
Thank you! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific N9EtfLl/ij_~s_t.-_§_r;_g_ttj_~----·-; 
0: 206-553-2160 C1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!@>EP/1northwe·.1 ·-·· 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 

to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 

send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Press 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0." 206-553-2160 c.-[ E,.6.P,csonalPclvacy(PP) .! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwe•./ 

Like us on Facebook! @Jepuremn1110 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer ·:,_:,;;;=...:...:..:..:....::::..:..:...:..:...::'-'--"'-'-==n,,;:;_=-· Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
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Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 

As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 

0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter'T(fl)IYJ\l1i"irtT1WF">\T'-·-·' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 
determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 
4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NQ.cth.w.e.st.c.SeattJ.e., 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) I 
Follow us on Twitte~! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 

a call at[·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._6._._,_,_._.iwhen you return to the office. 
Best, 

Julianna 
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Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 

L_ __________ Ex. 6 -·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 8:02:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Sorry, yes, just sent that correction to Allison. The Aug 9 date is the date the Corps posted the letter on line, which was my error. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:59 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Also meant to mention that this draft continues to reference an Aug. 9 Scoping Letter. Letter is actually dated June 29. See 
attached. 

•• 

From: Allnutt, David 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:36 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

____ My thoughts_: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:09 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 
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I meant to add the link to general One Federal Decision (OFD) information so that everyone is aware of the terminology. 
https://www.epa.gov/sustainability/fast-41-one-federal-decision-proiect-coordination 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:02 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:55 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thank you Ashley! 

l-----~-~~----~---~~-!-~-~~-~~!!~~----~-~-~-~-~~~--J-~_~J ____ I From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:45 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; McGrath, 

Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Thanks, Suzanne. 

It I 00 ks Ii ke a I ot of mate ri a I ju st got de I eted -!._ _____________________________________ Ex. __ 5 ·-De I i be rat i Ve. process __ ( D p) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· : 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

LL~i~~~~~~~t-~~!.!~i}~~~~~!!~-~-~~--~~-~i? __ !_~~-t--~-~~--~?-~-~? __ !_~~--!.~!_l_°-wing: i·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ei:-·-s-·-i5e"i"H:>eriitfve·-P·r-o-c-,is_s ___ (oPr·-·-·-·-·-: 
!Ash.ley-Pa lo !:ki 5 _ De I i_be_rati ve _ Process_ (DP) _________________________ i L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:34 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine --- please read! 

Importance: High 

Please review asap. This goes to OPA for final green light next. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

This reflects OGC and OW edits. Ok with you? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 11:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
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Hi Allison, 
Are your folks still working on the Pebble response? I want our team to have time to review the final too. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:14 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

We have edits. I will send them to you right when I get in. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:01 AM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

McClatchy has a lot of papers in the Pacific NW and Alaska. This story will launch ahead of the Corps of Engineers 

Pebble Mine EIS on Feb. 22. They are doing a deep dive to show how we got here, the current mine plan, stakeholders' 

concerns and views, and Pebble Partnership's involvement in this process with leadership at EPA and the Corps. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:36 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Did you get a sense for her story's angle? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 

publicly available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 
well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 
conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:t_E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy_(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

We have a pretty solid draft response, but I'm waiting for our attorney's input (Ashley P). Hoping to send 

to you end of day or crack of dawn tomorrow. It will be a quick turnaround I know. I let the reporter know 

that the new draft EIS launch date is now Feb. 22, not Jan. 31, so hopefully the urgency is lessened. I can 

send you the rough draft/don't share now if you're eager, otherwise I'll send your our draft for wide 
review as soon as it's done. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Press 

<Press@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 

0: 206-553-2160 CJ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)! 

Follow us on Twitte~! @!EP/,northwe·,I ' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 
I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 

As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 Ci, Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!E P/,.northv,;e•,I 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 
EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 
determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 
4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
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Julianna 
On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:i E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitte~! @!f P/,northwe~t 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 

a call atl__·-·-·-·-~~~.-6_._,_,_,_j when you return to the office. 
Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 7:26:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Please review -- BB remarks and statement 
Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft R10 cmts.docx 
EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19.docx 

Please take a look at both of these and let me know asap if you have any Qs or comments. Th is needs to get to Lee soon. Than ks! 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>E P/,.northv,;e•,I 
Like us on Facebook! @Jepuremn1110 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 12:00 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Lee's fine with the statement. Oge and RlO- do you all need to run it by your leadership before we share it with opa? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 5, 2019, at 2:34 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hello: 
Thanks for putting this together, looks good! 
My comments on the draft remarks are attached, plus our updated statement/messages. 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (; L Ex. 6Personal Privacy(PP)__i 

Follow us on Twitter! @!E P/,.nnrthv,;e•,I 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewnn1(J 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 
Here's what I put together a few minutes ago -
Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 
From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:47 PM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

A few edits (below). Also, are the talking points ready for Matt L? he wanted to review them today ... 
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Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 1:41 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 

<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

All, can we cut the holding statement down to the following? If you are ok with this approach, I'll run the statement by 
Lee today. -Allison 

Holding Statement: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 12:08 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Thanks Carrie for reaching out. 

Suzanne Skadowski in RlO has drafted talking points and has shared them with communications contacts at HQ. 

Our aim is to have them ready for review and discussion by the June 5th 11am PST/ 2pm EST Bristol Bay Career 
Leadership Check-in. 

<image00l.jpg> Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:22 AM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, 

Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Last I heard, Erik was going to be working on the talking points .... copying him so he can confirm (or deny). 

Thanks. 

Carrie 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 10:10 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 
Hi Marianne and Allison -

1-----~~=---~---~!-~-~-~-!-~-~!-~-~~----~-~~-~!-~-~---~-~-~-~----I Thanks, 
Rob S. 
Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 7:56 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Please see the latest itinerary, I will continue to provide additional details and updates to the itinerary as meeting 
times are finalized and representative names are provided for each meeting. 
Rob - meet Marianne -you are both working on this from a public affairs perspective for Matt Leopold and Chris 

Hladick, respectively. 
Thanks! Tami 
Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 
Alaska Operations Office 
EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 
222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 

~a.gov I ~a.gov/rE,_gJQQ_;LQ 
<image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png> <image006.png><image007.png> 

<Matt Leopold Bristol Bay Opening Remarks draft RlO cmts.docx> 
<EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit statement-messages draft 6-5-19.docx> 
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To: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Kelly, Christine M[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6B60DE9F09F7 49B6ASCCD7F30FE4A26E-KELL Y, CHRI] 
Sent: Mon 8/27/2018 9:41:51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Incoming CMS: 18-001-0187: Awaiting comments on the proposed rule changes to the Clean Water Act; Pebble Mine 
18-001-0187 Control Slip.pdf 
18-001-0187. Correspondenc-Allen. pdf 

Complex Response for RA Signature: 18-001-0187. Due date 9/04 to RA's office for review and signature. Given holiday coming up, 
etc., I already requested an extension until 9/14. Waiting for approval on it. 

EPA- Region 10 

206-553-2770 

ED_002890_00111629-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Tue Aug 21 17:09:51 EDT 2018 
CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Tom Allen - NAK investor 
To: "cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov" <cms.oex@domino.epamail.epa.gov> 

From: Hope. Brian 

Sent: Tuesday. August 21. 2018 9:09:51 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia. Reykjavik 

To: CMS.OEX 

Subject: FW: Tom Allen - NAK investor 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 10:22 AM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - NAK investor 

Mr. Wheeler, 

How much longer before you comment on the proposed rule changes to the CWA and will you be lifting the veto on the pebble mine? 
As you know, the mine is in the federal permitting process and the veto is just hindering potential partners which could fund the 
permitting process ... that process should determine if a mine is built or not ... not a veto and I know you share my views. If there is 
anything you can tell me, please do and have a great week! You deserve it, I know you have been very busy. 

Yours truly, 

Tom 

Thomas D. Allen 

Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 

Westowne 2, Suite 106 

P.O. Box 126 

Liberty, Missouri 64069 

Phone::_ ___________ Ex. 6 ____________ ! 

Fax: (816) 781-3054 

Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Kelly, Christine M[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6B60DE9F09F7 49B6ASCCD7F30FE4A26E-KELL Y, CHRI] 
Sent: Thur 10/11/2018 8:06:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 
18-000-9804 Draft Letterv2.docx 

Could this be the one she is thinking of? 

Christine Kelly 
EPA- Region 10 
206-553-2770 

-----Original Message----
F rom: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 11:00 AM 
To: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 

Christine, 

Forwarding to ensure they understand Program Admin needs to see before it comes to me. 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
F rom: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne 
<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Padilla, Jocelyn B. <padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 

Nice job on the response Erik. I made only a few minor edits. 

Linda Anderson-Carnahan 
Associate Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment US EPA Region 10 Suite 155 
1200 Sixth Ave 
Seattle Wa, 98101 
Office:(206) 5_53-2601 
Cell l Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) P 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

-----Original Message----
F rom: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 5:21 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 

Ashley, Palmer, Brittany and Heidi, 

Please see the attached draft CMS response to correspondence 18-000-9804. If you have any issues with the attached draft please share 
them with myself, Jill Nogi and Linda Anderson-Carnahan. I am out for an external meeting 8/16 and on leave 8/17. My phone is 
forwarded. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
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(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message----
F rom: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 5:14 PM 
To: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Cc: Padilla, Jocelyn B.<padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill 
<nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 

Christine and all: 

A draft response to CMS 18-000-9804 is attached and is saved to the G drive at the following address. Unless the RA's office suggests 
not sending this letter, it should move forward consistent with the associated concurrence sheet. 8/17 to RA and 8/21 Final. 

G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay - CMS\2018\18-000-9804_Pebble Project - 404c 

Thank you Christine for making an extension request andJh~f!k_Y9.!1-.~!1.f9.Lf.Q!l_S_ig~!.!IJR.!DY_P!.'.~~~g_e..l!f~.-qlJ.~~ti_Ql}._Ql}_'::\'..4~14~1.:Jhi.§ __ C.MS. ____ , 
""1lou]d_be_FYI.nr.f or_.resoorn;.e.._.ln_P-"et1eraLj.t.js_my_1Lif'.w_tL. ______________________________________________ ~~~--5-g_e._l!~-~-~~.!iY.~--~!~~~-5..5..J~_P.)__ _____________________________________________ __[ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message----
F rom: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 2:28 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Padilla, Jocelyn B.<padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill 
<nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: CMS de-control question: 18-000-9804 

Hi Erik, 
I'm home I'll today so I cannot recall each of these letters. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
I will be in the office Thursday and can look further into this if you want to stop by. 

Pam Gahner 
Sent from my iPhone 

> On Aug 15, 2018, at 1:58 PM, Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Marianne, Pam and Jocelyn, 
> 
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> I'm writing to ask about CMS 18-000-9804. 
> 
> As the Bristol Bay 404(c) project manager, I manage a number of Pebble related CMSs. Many of the incoming CMSs regarding Pebble 
are categorized as FYI. I've attached two recent CMSs on Pebble that were categorized as FYI, see 6860 and 6107. In my view, the 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i...-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

> Please advise. 
> 
> Other Pebble CMSs categorized as FYI are available here. 
> 
> G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay - CMS\2018 
> 
> Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
> U.S. EPA, Region 10 
> 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
> Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
> (206) 553-6382 
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message----
> From: Kelly, Christine M 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:45 PM 
> To: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
> <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
> Subject: RE: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> Rl 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> 
> 
> Christine Kelly 
>EPA-Region 10 
> 206-553-2770 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:43 PM 
> To: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
> <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
> Subject: FW: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> Rl 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> Can you attach the original letter and routing sheet. 
> 
> Linda Anderson-Carnahan 
> Associate Director 
> Office of Environmental Review and Assessment US EPA Region 10 Suite 
> 155 
> 1200 Sixth Ave 
> Seattle Wa, 98101 
> Office: (206) 553-2601 
> Cell: l. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP). j 

> 
> -----Original Message----
> From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:06 PM 
> To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
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> Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, 
> Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Re: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> Rl 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> I can't see the incoming letter, but it seems we should be able to respond timely. I am adding in Linda AC to weigh in. 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>> On Aug 14, 2018, at 12:05 PM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
>> Michelle and/or Marianne: 
>> 
> > Is this extension ok to approve in CMS? 
>> 
>>Pam 
>> 
> > -----Original Message-----
>> From: cmsadmin@epa.gov [mailto:cmsadmin@epa.gov] 
>> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 12:03 PM 
>> To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
>> Subject: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - Rl0-18-000-9804 
>> 
> > An extension request has been made for control Rl 0-18-000-9804 by Christinem Kelly to extend his/her due date from 08/21/2018 to 
08/31/2018. The reason given for the request is as follows: 
>> 
>> Extension needed to accommodate staff travel plans, etc. 
>> 
> > Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 
>> 
>> Summary Information -
>> Control Number: Rl0-18-000-9804 
>> Control Subject: Pebble Project - 404c 
>> From: Stephens, Tim 
>> 
>> 
>> Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access this control at 
https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS 
Information@epa.gov. 
> <18-000-9804_Control Slip.pd£> 
> < 18-000-9804 _ Correspondence.pd£> 
> <18-000-6860- Correspondence.MacKinnon.pdf> <18-000-6860.Control 
> Slip .. pdf> <18-000-6107 _ Correspondence.pd£> <18-000-6107 _ Control 
> Slip.pd£> 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Sat 3/30/2019 12:07: 19 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Sounds like a good plan. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Mar 29, 2019, at 5:05 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Erik - on Monday, let's discuss how to get this CMS over the finish line. 
Allyn -fyi only. Unless you want to handle otherwise, we'll route this through the usual suspects (including Ashley or 
Cara)_and_present_to .. Chris for signature. __________ _ 

<image00Lpng> 

<image005.png> 
<image006.png> 
<image007.png> 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 4:54 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

As we discussed. Thank you! 
Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 29, 2019 at 11:55:10 AM PDT 
To: "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Please see my edits tracked in the attached draft for your consideration. I'd be glad to discuss further; 
thank you! 
David Fotouhi 
Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 3:36 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hello David, 
Chris asked me to send you the attached draft letter for your review and comments. I have added, and 
highlighted in yellow, the language regarding EPA's involvement in the EIS process per Ryan's request. 
Thank you, 
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Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Cell: !._ Ex._ 6 Personal_Privacy (PP)_ j 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 9:07 AM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

We need to put on the list for discussion 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 26, 2019 at 6:58:01 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Jackson, Ryan" 
<jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

If you wouldn't mind sending me reworked versions of your team's drafts, I would be glad 
to review and revise as appropriate. Thanks, Chris. 
Best, 
David 
David Fotouhi 
Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 9:29 AM 
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Thanks: 
So David are you working on that or should I mark up what we have and send to you and 
Lee for review. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Mar 26, 2019, at 2:38 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> wrote: 

! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
! i 
! i 
! i 
'-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•--•-•T•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•~•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•• 

Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. EPA 

I -•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-1 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

On Mar 4, 2019, at 9:22 PM, Hladick, Christopher 
<hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ryan: 
We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one 

ED_002890_00111671-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



from Senate leadership from Alaska legislature. Also attached is 
a proposed response for your review. 

Thanks 

Chris 

<19-000-2365 _ Correspondence. pdf> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello.docx> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello 3-27-19.docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Sat 3/30/2019 12:05: 18 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 
19-000-2365 Draft Letter Giessel Coghill Costello 3-27-19.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Erik - on Monday, let's discuss how to get this CMS over the finish line. 
Allyn -fyi only. Unless you want to handle otherwise, we'll route this through the usual suspects (including Ashley or Cara) and 
present to Chris for signature. ..• ~· 

fJ} it,0,f,''¼,>, 
i.f;'\ 

!
Jf(f ~t)\ 
! !I ;£i \$ Vi 11/J 
\;~, 

'· 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 4:54 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

As we discussed. Thank you! 
Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 29, 2019 at 11:55:10 AM PDT 
To: "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Please see my edits tracked in the attached draft for your consideration. I'd be glad to discuss further; thank you! 
David Fotouhi 
Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 3:36 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hello David, 

Chris asked me to send you the attached draft letter for your review and comments. I have added, and highlighted in 
yellow, the language regarding EPA's involvement in the EIS process per Ryan's request. 
Thank you, 

Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: __ (206) 553-1234 
Cell! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 9:07 AM 
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To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

We need to put on the list for discussion 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Date: March 26, 2019 at 6:58:01 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

If you wouldn't mind sending me reworked versions of your team's drafts, I would be glad to review and 

revise as appropriate. Thanks, Chris. 

Best, 

David 
David Fotouhi 
Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
From: Hladick, Christopher 

Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 9:29 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Thanks: 

So David are you working on that or should I mark up what we have and send to you and Lee for review. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 26, 2019, at 2:38 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> wrote: 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
; 
; 
; 
; 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

; 
; 
; 
; _______ Ry a n J a c ks on ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Chief of Staff 

U.S. EPA 
! __ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_! 

On Mar 4, 2019, at 9:22 PM, Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ryan: 

We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one from Senate 

leadership from Alaska legislature. Also attached is a proposed response for 

your review. 

Thanks 
Chris 

<19-000-2365 _ Correspondence. pdf> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello.docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 3/6/2019 6:43:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 
19-000-2365 Correspondence.pdf 
19-000-2365 Draft Letter Giessel Coghill Costello.docx 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, March 04, 2019 5:48 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hi Michelle -
David said you are looking for the current draft response to the CMS from the Alaska state senate and asked me to send it to you. 
It's attached (as well as the incoming letter), but it's unclear how far this went through the review process. Let us know if you need 
anything else. 
Ashley 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 3/6/2019 6:43:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Looks like the same letter except that I removed a "that" and "acting" from Wheeler. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, March 06, 2019 10:40 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

Relating to the request from David for the AK senate response. 
Not sure of the timing of Vanessa's response compared to your response. 
·····-!l!lllll'e"- ' ,~rro ,,;.;-.,,, Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

//",.- '";~\ U.S. EPA, Region 10 
(• If' 1200 Sixth Avenue 

~- }} Mail Code: OERA-140 

·<t:~.V'"'·:•:~~'.;' Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2019 7:20 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

Good morning David, 
The electronic CMS 2365 is located Here, the Giessel Coghill Costello Draft Letter. This CMS is located under the Bristol Bay 2019 
File in the "G" drive. Thanks. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Monday, March 4, 2019 5:04 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Michelle and Chris are looking for the electronic version of our draft response - I could not find on the g: drive. Could you send to 

me? Thanks. 

•• 

From: Peterson, Erik 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 10:02 AM 
To: Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 
David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Vanessa, 
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.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· '" ·-"",,;:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

/::i'tfJ i,&i:;,, Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
;!' ,/, /!.'~\\, . 

I¾* n U.S. EPA, Region 10 
ft (('i 1200 Sixth Avenue 
t\ gt 
1,1

1 
.I Mail Code: OERA-140 

i,<:t;:!t'''"'''~~;;;Y Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 8:37 AM 

To: Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 

Cc: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson~arnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, 

Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Importance: High 

Vanessa - yes, this. shou Id _go to_ Erik._ I've _copied. him.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Michelle~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . ' ., 

\\._ 

*\ 

r!3/: 
{!• 

•,,l,f:!;, ~~O'~-::J'f ... _ .. ~,~ 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 

Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 8:24 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 

Subject: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Importance: High 

Vanessa Marshall, Administrative Specialist 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mail Stop OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6240 
marshall.vanessa@ p .g v 
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To: Patheal, Bella[Patheal.Bella@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Grandinetti, Cami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A913B4FE8AED4D16BE462417 A 78D8261-
GRANDINETTI, CARMELA] 
Sent: Fri 8/23/2019 3:38:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Status of our response to CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute 
Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
AK Native Corp CMS Response ACP .docx 

Bella--here is a response. Please format and get ready for concurrence and up to RA office. Thank you! 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :cell) 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 12:35 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Subject: Status of our response to CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute 
Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Cami, our response to the CMS was due August 12, did you get a draft response from Erik? 
Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Sorry, forgot to attach the file -- I am not sure if its Amy or Annie who will take the lead to respond to the 
CMS. I am off tomorrow. 
Thanks -- Bella 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2019 12:35 PM 
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To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Control R10-19-000-7089 has been assigned to our office. 
Control Subject: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
From: Cheyette, Daniel L. 
Due Date: August 12, 2019 
Note: 
CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response for RA 
review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 
ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G-Drive CMS 
folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R1 O-ORA@epa.gov that a CMS is ready for the RA's review 
& signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 
Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 
about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Amy, let me know if you will be responding to the task and if we need to request for an extension. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 

Location: On the phone 

Importance: High 

Subject: 

Start Time: 

Canceled: Bristol Bay Career Leadership Bi-Weekly Check-in 

Wed 7/3/2019 5:30:00 PM (UTC) 

End Time: Wed 7/3/2019 6:30:00 PM (UTC) 

RFC 19001 interim 062019.pdf 

Agenda 

NEPA/Permitting 

• 404q 

Pebble 404c Leopold Memo - Resuming consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination to restrict use of 
the Pebble Deposit Area as disposal site 

Regional reorganization briefing 

Press 

RFC (see attached) 

Correspondence plan 

FOIA 

CMS 

➔ Join bv __ Phone _________________ , 
Toll number:: i 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Conference II : 

i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·7 i i 

Local numbers: Seattle i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i Anchorage I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J i i 

!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USE PA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Jensen, Amy A.[jensen.amy@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, 
ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 5:54:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

That is not the one that I have been helping Cami with. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

-Amy 

Amy Jensen 
Regional Wetland Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Wetlands and Oceans Section, Water Division 
1200 6th Ave, Suite #155, M~iLS.to.o...tA..n.:1.2.s~attle, Washington 98101-3188 
Office: (206) 553-0285; Cell: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
Email: jensen.amy@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Sorry, forgot to attach the file -- I am not sure if its Amy or Annie who will take the lead to respond to the 
CMS. I am off tomorrow. 
Thanks -- Bella 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2019 12:35 PM 
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To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Control R10-19-000-7089 has been assigned to our office. 
Control Subject: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
From: Cheyette, Daniel L. 
Due Date: August 12, 2019 
Note: 
CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response for RA 
review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 
ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G-Drive CMS 
folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R1 O-ORA@epa.gov that a CMS is ready for the RA's review 
& signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 
Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 
about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Amy, let me know if you will be responding to the task and if we need to request for an extension. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 8: 11 :26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: GC Leopold's Visit 

Andi, 

Thank you for asking_ and _I_ suggest i ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex .. 5. De Ii be rati ve . Process (DP>--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i ___ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Lindsay, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 12:40 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: GC Leopold's Visit 

Erik, I'm just back in the office after a few days away. I have not yet acted on the email below. I thought I had better check in with 
you before proceeding, given recent developments. Is it still appropriate for me to send the standard response outlined in the draft 
correspondence plan, with the added information noted by Suzanne below? -Andi 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2019 5:08 PM 
To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Fwd: GC Leopold's Visit 

Hi Andi, 

If possible, could you please send this gentleman our last statement- ie we're reviewing the Corps' DEIS and draft permit and 

expect to submit comments by the July 1 deadline. 

I'm out of the office next week till July 1. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Northwest Region 10 
206-553-2160 Office 

r Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) !Mobile 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Brian Dinizio i_ Ex. 6_Personal_Privacy (PP)_! 

Date: June 21, 2019 at 4:34:21 PM PDT 

To: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: GC Leopold's Visit 

Hi Ms. Skadowski, 

I saw that General Counsel Leopold recently visited the region so he could get first hand knowledge on the Pebble 

issue. I know that in regard to the proposed determination decision, the buck stops with him. Is EPA considering 

withdrawing the proposed determination some time in the near future? Could it happen before the FEIS? Also, has 

the EPA submitted its DEIS comments yet? 

Thank you for your time. 

Best, 

Brian Dinizio 
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To: Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:56:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to R10 re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

Please attach this to the 11:30 am hold for DA meeting 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:41 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Please attach to the invitation. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:33 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! (ri!f P/,.nnrthv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremnn1(J 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:18 AM 
To: Widener, Charles (Chuck) <Widener.Charles@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed memo from OGC to RlO re: Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 
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Chuck .. I am calling you about this .. it is time sensitive. 

Thanks ng 
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To: Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 6/10/2019 5:30:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay R10/HQ Policy Briefing #3 
June 10 Briefing Paper - FINALdocx 

Please print 8 copies of the attached and bring to Umatilla. 

Thank you! 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 9:14 AM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Bolen, Brittany <bolen.brittany@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, 
Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; 
Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov>; 
LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Blackmond, Vicky <Blackmond.Vicky@epa.gov>; Haskins, Antonio 
<Haskins.Antonio@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Inge, Carolyn 
<lnge.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Schaedle, Candi <Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Kime, Robin 
<Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) <lovell.william@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami 
<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

All -- Attached please find a briefing paper to help guide today's discussion on the draft 404 and DEIS comment letters. I will have 

hard copies to distribute for those in Seattle. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

-----Original Appointment-----
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From: Canino, Joyce Lynn T. On Behalf Of Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Fotouhi, David; Forsgren, Lee; Bolen, Brittany 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Allnutt, David; Goodin, John; Tomiak, Robert; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Stern, 
Allyn; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; Hough, Palmer; Detwiler, Susan K.; Nogi, Jill; 
Peterson, Erik; Szerlog, Michael; Barnhart, Megan; Hoppe, Allison; Marshall, Tom; Schwab, Justin; LaCroix, Matthew; Blackmond, 
Vicky; Haskins, Antonio; Opalski, Dan; Chung, Angela; Inge, Carolyn; Fordham, Tami; Schaedle, Candi; Kime, Robin; Lovell, Will 
(William); Frazer, Brian; Grandinetti, Cami; Jefferson, Tricia 
Subject: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 
When: Monday, June 10, 2019 11:00 AM-12:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; R10Sea-RoomSup-
21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

VTC will be available in the following locations: 

ARN 

RTP will open the conference line for those not able to attend via VTC. Please use the call in number below to be 

connected. 

Conference #! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
' ' L. Ex._ 6_Personal_ Privacy _(PP).! 

HQ POC: John Mutz, 202-564-8043 

RlO POC: Erik Petersen, 206-553-6382 
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To: David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov)[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 5/28/2019 10:48:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

FYI - this is the message of yours that I mentioned forwarding to Heidi and Ashley. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:47 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi and Ashley, 

! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Seems that this point could be relevant again given new response. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2018 5:27 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Palmer - has the scoping team for this been convened yet? Agree that RlO should be one of the "information owners." The person I 

assign to this may vary depending on how the response is scoped. 
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•• 

From: Hough, Palmer 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:45 AM 

To: Nalven, Heidi ; Palomaki, Ashley; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie; Allnutt, David; Schofield, Kate 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi 

Thanks for sharing this is helpful. Since the BBWA was a joint effort among ORD, RlO and OW, it sounds like the "information 

owners" to be included on the scoping team needs to include reps from ORD, RlO and OW correct? 

-Palmer 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:40 PM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

FYI. 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 12:10 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

.Carri P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 
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From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:58 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Thanks, Tracy. I have not seen many of these. Can you summarize the process for me? Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:50 AM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Heidi, 

Thanks for the heads up. I will make sure that you are including on the scoping team for the this RFC. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 

,(2_02)_ 564-1_305 _office·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
l ___ Ex. _6 _Personal_ Privacy_ (PP) __ i 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 11:47 AM 
To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew <Simons.Andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Hi Tracy- I just wanted to provide you a heads up on the attached IQA petition. I am sure we will be following up with questions. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2018 9:06 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 

Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; 

ED_002890_00112384-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 

Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: IQA Petition - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Folks: 

Yesterday, the Competitive Enterprise Institute submitted a request for EPA to "either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and the proposed determination based upon it." Their letter states that "[t]he BBWA 
fails the applicable standards of information quality" and that "[i]ts ongoing dissemination and use to effectively block the Pebble 

Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law." 

I'm not sure what the next steps are but wanted folks to be aware. 

-Palmer 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
5/24/2019 2:17:24 AM 

To: Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Do you have the chart we worked on for the first briefing? 
Attachments: Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1of24.18.19 at 11 am PST.docx 

From: Barnhart, Megan 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 6:33 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: Do you have the chart we worked on for the first briefing? 

I am having a hard time finding it and think it may come in useful for the upcoming briefing (not to use, but to add some 

info to the draft outline being created) 

Megan Barnhart 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Federal Activities, NEPA Compliance Division 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone:202-564-5936 
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Appointment 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
5/13/2019 5:20:51 PM 

To: 

BCC: 

Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley 
[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; David Allnutt 
(Allnutt.David@epa.gov) [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom 
[marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla@epa.gov] 

Subject: Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 Preparation 
Attachments: NEPA Cover Letter for GC.docx; NEPA Enclosure for GC.docx; 404 Cover Letter for GC.docx; 404 Enclosure for 

GC.docx; Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2_final 

22April2019.docx 
Location: 

Start: 

End: 

RlOSea-Roo m-14 Wa 11 a Wa 11 a/RlO-Room s-Service-Center 

5/13/2019 5:15:00 PM 
5/13/2019 5:45:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

This is the first of two 30-minute meeting to prepare for the May 14 policy briefing. Trying to balance schedule conflicts 
with expectations to send briefing materials by 3pm EST the day before. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Prepare for Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 

Briefing approach 
Supporting materials 

➔ Join by Phone ____ _ 
Toll number:! Ex.6PersonalPnvacy(PPJi 

L !..,..,..,.._.._.._.._,._.._.._.._.._1 

Conference ID! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Local numbers: Seattle!._ _______________ Ex._ 6_ Personal_ Privacy_ (P_P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? Try Skype VVeb App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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Repeating the approach to Check-in 1 would mean that RlO should upload supporting information to the calendar invite 
(and/or share by email) by 3pm EST Monday 5/13. For Check-in 1 we uploaded three documents and David sent a 
supporting email. 

My suggestion is that we work to agree on a purpose, agenda and supporting materials and then share as appropriate by 
3pm EST 5/13. With that in mind, please provide feedback on the following purpose, agenda and materials by the 
morning of 5/13. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Update senior leadership on Pebble Mine NEPA and CWA 404 issues 

Introductions 
Letter prep and meeting schedule 
Alaska trip 
Draft NEPA and 404 letters 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps 
Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC 
NEPA Enclosure for GC 
404 Cover Letter for GC 
404 Enclosure for GC 
Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document- Check-in 1 of 2_on22April2019 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Location: 

Start: 

End: 

Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
5/13/2019 4:48:28 PM 
Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley 
[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; David Allnutt 
(Allnutt.David@epa.gov) [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom 
[marshall.tom@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 Preparation 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC.docx; NEPA Enclosure for GC.docx; 404 Cover Letter for GC.docx; 404 Enclosure for 
GC.docx; Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2_final 

22April2019.docx 
RlOSea-Roo m-14 Wa 11 a Wa 11 a/RlO-Room s-Service-Center 

5/13/2019 5:15:00 PM 
5/13/2019 5:45:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

This is the first of two 30-minute meeting to prepare for the May 14 policy briefing. Trying to balance schedule conflicts 
with expectations to send briefing materials by 3pm EST the day before. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Prepare for Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 

Briefing approach 
Supporting materials 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Conference il Ex._ 6_Personal_Privacy (PP)_(

1 

Loca I numbers: Seattle! ________________________ Ex.·-· 6 ·-Pe rs o_n a I·-· Privacy·-( P_P ) ________________________ ! 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? Try Skype VVeb App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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Repeating the approach to Check-in 1 would mean that RlO should upload supporting information to the calendar invite 
(and/or share by email) by 3pm EST Monday 5/13. For Check-in 1 we uploaded three documents and David sent a 
supporting email. 

My suggestion is that we work to agree on a purpose, agenda and supporting materials and then share as appropriate by 
3pm EST 5/13. With that in mind, please provide feedback on the following purpose, agenda and materials by the 
morning of 5/13. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Update senior leadership on Pebble Mine NEPA and CWA 404 issues 

Introductions 
Letter prep and meeting schedule 
Alaska trip 
Draft NEPA and 404 letters 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps 
Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC 
NEPA Enclosure for GC 
404 Cover Letter for GC 
404 Enclosure for GC 
Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document- Check-in 1 of 2_on22April2019 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
5/13/2019 3:34:32 PM 
Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley 
[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; David Allnutt 
(Allnutt.David@epa.gov) [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom 
[marshall.tom@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 Preparation 
Attachments: NEPA Cover Letter for GC.docx; NEPA Enclosure for GC.docx; 404 Cover Letter for GC.docx; 404 Enclosure for 

GC.docx; Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2_final 

22April2019.docx 
Location: 

Start: 

End: 

RlOSea-Roo m-14 Wa 11 a Wa 11 a/RlO-Room s-Service-Center 

5/13/2019 5:15:00 PM 
5/13/2019 5:45:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

This is the first of two 30-minute meeting to prepare for the May 14 policy briefing. Trying to balance schedule conflicts 
with expectations to send briefing materials by 3pm EST the day before. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Prepare for Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 

Briefing approach 
Supporting materials 

Repeating the approach to Check-in 1 would mean that RlO should upload supporting information to the calendar invite 
(and/or share by email) by 3pm EST Monday 5/13. For Check-in 1 we uploaded three documents and David sent a 
supporting email. 

My suggestion is that we work to agree on a purpose, agenda and supporting materials and then share as appropriate by 
3pm EST 5/13. With that in mind, please provide feedback on the following purpose, agenda and materials by the 
morning of 5/13. 

Purpose 

Update senior leadership on Pebble Mine NEPA and CWA 404 issues 

Agenda 

Introductions 
Letter prep and meeting schedule 
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Alaska trip 
Draft NEPA and 404 letters 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps 
Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC 
NEPA Enclosure for GC 
404 Cover Letter for GC 
404 Enclosure for GC 
Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document- Check-in 1 of 2_on22April2019 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 3/6/2019 6:55:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Thanks, I made the same changes now to the G drive version. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 10:44 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, March 04, 2019 5:48 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hi Michelle -

David said you are looking for the current draft response to the CMS from the Alaska state senate and asked me to send it to you. 
It's attached (as well as the incoming letter), but it's unclear how far this went through the review process. Let us know if you need 
anything else. 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Eng, Connie[Eng.Connie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 2/27/2019 10:01 :23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1 :45pm ET/10:45am PST 
Bristol Bay Presentation Daiwin Feb.2019.pdf 

Pam and Connie, 

Final presentation slides consistent with Chris H. pre-brief input are attached. 

Pam, please add this pdf to the calendar invite. 

Connie, please print 15-18 color copies (I count about 15 expected in the DC room). 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 12:58 PM 
To: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Connie and Pam, 

Thank you both for your continued attention to this meeting. 

A couple issues that I am hoping we can sort out. 

• VTC: It sounds like this is solved and set-up and will work. Great. Erik will be in the Seattle room 30 minutes early to work 
on set-up. Pam, is the conference room available 30 minutes before the meeting? 

• Presentation slides: Erik will send the final slides to Pam to add to the calendar invite by COB today. Connie will print 15-18 
copies of the presentation slides Thursday morning and bring them to the room. Pam and Erik are still exploring whether the 
slides can be shown on a screen in Seattle. 

• Meeting room: Pam, please change the DC meeting room to conf room to WJCN 5020, Conf room name: 
DCRoomARN5020/DC-AR-OEI 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Eng, Connie 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 11:42 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Hi Erik, 

Im checking with the POC for room 5020. 

I believe there is only 1 screen. 

Thanks 

Have a great day! 

************************************ 
Connie Eng 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 3412 (MC1101A) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202-564-3279 
Email: eng.connie@epa.gov 
AO Sharepoint 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 1:31 PM 
To: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Great to know you can be in the room Connie. 

The slides are the pdf in the calendar invite. The goal is to have the VTC going so they can see each other, and also, on another 
screen, to be able to see the slides for the presentation part of the meeting. 

Is this possible in the DC room you have reserved? Also, Pam, to confirm, I'm assuming we can use the screens in this way in the 

Seattle conference room. Is that right? 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
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From: Eng, Connie 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 

Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Hi Pam, 

I can be there. Melissa is from another office whom we tried to get a request to use their conf room. 

So how do we work this? I believe there's a screen in there but thought it's for the VTC. 

How will the slides be presented? Do I need to bring my laptop? 

Thanks! 

Have a great day! 

************************************ 
Connie Eng 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 3412 (MC1101A) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202-564-3279 
Email: eng.connie@epa.gov 
AO Sharepoint 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 1:18 PM 

To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Gantt, Melissa <Gantt.Melissa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Hello Connie and Melissa, 

Will you both be in the meeting for the whole time tomorrow? 
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I am interested in confirming whether there will be a screen there with the presentation slides on it, and whether either of you can 

advance the slides as we go through the presentation. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Gahner, Pamela 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 8:51 AM 

To: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gantt, Melissa <Gantt.Melissa@epa.gov>; Young, Margo <Young.Margo@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; 

Jacks, Susan <Jacks.Susan@epa.gov>; Rodgers, Ryan <Rodgers.Ryan@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Thanks Connie, I will update the VTC. 

From: Eng, Connie 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 8:40 AM 

To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gantt, Melissa <Gantt.Melissa@epa.gov>; Young, Margo <Young.Margo@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; 

Jacks, Susan <Jacks.Susan@epa.gov>; Rodgers, Ryan <Rodgers.Ryan@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Hi Pam, 

Yes, we need to change the conf room to WJCN 5020. 

Conf room name: DCRoomARN5020/DC-AR-OEI 

Thanks very much ! 

Have a great day! 

************************************ 
Connie Eng 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 3412 (MC1101A) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202-564-3279 
Email: eng.connie@epa.gov 
AO Sharepoint 
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From: Gahner, Pamela 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 11:22 AM 

To: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gantt, Melissa <Gantt.Melissa@epa.gov>; Young, Margo <Young.Margo@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Leadership Meeting 02/28/2019 1:45pm ET /10:45am PST 

Connie & Melissa, 

Do we have a confirmed room for this in DC? I need to make a VTC addition and I would like to have as few changes as 
possible tomorrow. 

Please advise as quickly as possible. 

Thanks 

Pam Gahner 
Executive Assistant 

Office of the Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 1 Suite 155 (M/C ORA-210) 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Desk ( 20~1. 55_3-25 98 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 
Gov' t Ce I Ii Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 

Sent: 7/30/2019 5:34:16 PM 
To: Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment- Pamela Gahner - Rl0-19-000-7088 
Attachments: 07242019 Trustees for Alaska.pdf; Control Slip.pdf 

FYI - Bristol Bay CMS assignment. I'm not sure whether this will ultimately be assigned to me. It is true 
that I have generally been responding to these. 

Also, my point in forwarding you these messages about tasks I am completing is just to give you a sense 
of the type of work that I have been doing. Nothing relating to them specifically that you need to do. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

-----original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:33 PM 
To: szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - Rl0-19-000-7088 

The CMS has been assigned to our office. 
Control subject: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use 
of an Area as a Disposal Site: Pebble Deposit Area, southwest Alaska -- Reference docket number EPA-Rl0-
OW-2017-0369 
From: Litmans, Brian 
Trustees for Alaska 
Due Date: August 7, 2019 
Note: Prepare for RA's review and approval. 
Please let me know who should be taking the lead to respond to the task. 

Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
Cc: Canino, Joyce Lynn T.[canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5:26:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 

I'll come get it. Thank you Pam 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:17 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Erik, 

Do you want to pick it up from my desk? I have a Dr's appt and will be leaving shortly. 

Pam 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:55 AM 
To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Canino, Joyce Lynn T.<canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

This should go to Erik Peterson. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 30, 2019, at 9:45 AM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Who should get the original? Currently it's on my high cabinet. 

Pam 

From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:56 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle (Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov) 
<Pirzadeh. Michel le@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 
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Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Gahner 

Executive Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 1 Suite 155 (M/C 21-B03) 

Seattle, Washington 98101 

Desk (206). 553-2598_·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
Gov't Cell l Ex._s_Personal Privacy(PP) .! 

<07302019 EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf> 
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To: Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5:25:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FYI Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

FYI - Federal Register publication task. 

I facilitated publishing our last 404(c) related FRN. And, will do so again. Sharing as another example of the kind of work I am 
involved in. 

While FRNs are rare, I think it is worth noting that the final action will likely generate additional interest and inquiries. I can't 
predict what those will be, and of course, other EPA actions are still being deliberated. But, my guess/hunch is that the work 
associated with or related to this action will continue at a similar pace to what it has been for the past 2 or more years for at least 
the next 6 months to a year. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:58 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

I am working with Suzanne to get a different, pre-pub version ready for the web. I asked Allyn to leave the original with you. 
Hoping you can help get this to the FR like last time. Let me know. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
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stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 

Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56:19 AM PDT 

To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>, 

"Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 11 :24:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Andi, 

See the message from Ashley. I think we are good to go to have the draft as Ashley has edited be our new standard response. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 12:26 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Hi Erik -

Thanks for sharing this with me. Talked with Heidi today (who also talked to management in OGC) and we are okay with this with one 
change below. Let me know if you have any further questions. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, October 16, 2018 12:58 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley 
Subject: FW: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

<< OLE Object: Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

Picture (Device 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Independent Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

Bitmap)» (206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
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Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 9:17 AM 
To: Lindsay, Andrea 

Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

I like this response, thank you. 

I plan to bring this up at the 404(c) Team call tomorrow and we'll see what people think. Great if you can make the call, and if you 
can't want you to know I'll be sharing some of what you and I have talked about. 

<< OLE ob·ect: Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
J U.S. EPA, Region 10 

Picture (Device 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Independent Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

Bitmap)» (206) 553-6382 

From: Lindsay, Andrea 

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 7:48 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik--:.:...'-'..;,~-~~-~:...:..::..::..:..='-'=-==~· 
Subject: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Erik - for your review. Then let's get a review from Ashley. I changed the order and text of the earlier response, so this will need a 

close review. -andi 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 10/11/2018 10:27: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Can you check two facts in the CMS response? 

Thank you for tracking this Marianne, responses below. Short answer is yes, those two things are correct. 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
Ihe . .s.e.o.ten.c.e.Y_au_aie_inte[este.d_i.s.._as_follo_ws.L. ___________________________ Ex. ___ 5._nQLih.Qrativ.Q __ P.ro.r...Q_~~-.lnP.L ___________________________ _by ____ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2018 2:01 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Can you check two facts in the CMS response? 
Importance: High 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Thanks! 

Marianne Holsman 

Public Affairs Director 
EPA Region 10 
Desk;_206-553-1237 
Cell: j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i 

' ! 
i_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Follow us! 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 10/22/2018 6:03:18 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Thank you Andi, 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

As CMS FYI they were saved onto the G drive. Not a problem that I see that they are also in the BB email in box. 

, ..... ·---···---·-----------------
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Lindsay, Andrea 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2018 7:00 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Erik, thank yoJ ______________________________________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De_l i be_rative _Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
, -Andi 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 4:25 PM 
To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Andi, 

See the message from Ashley. I think we are good to go to have the draft as Ashley has edited be our new standard response. 

, .................................................. ________________ _ 
<< OLE Ob"ect: Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

J U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Picture (Device 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Independent Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

Bitmap)» (206) 553-6382 
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From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 12:26 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Hi Erik -

Thanks for sharing this with me. Talked with Heidi today (who also talked to management in OGC) and we are okay with this with one 

change below. Let me know if you have any further questions. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, October 16, 2018 12:58 PM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

<< OLE Object: Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

Picture (Device 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Independent Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

Bitmap)» (206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 9:17 AM 

To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

I like this response, thank you. 

I plan to bring this up at the 404(c) Team call tomorrow and we'll see what people think. Great if you can make the call, and if you 
can't want you to know I'll be sharing some of what you and I have talked about. 

<< OLE Object: Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

Picture (Device 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 

Independent Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

Bitmap)» (206) 553-6382 
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From: Lindsay, Andrea 

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 7:48 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik --:-=--'-'..;,~-~~-~:...:..::..::..:..='-'=...==.::c.::..· 

Subject: REVIEW: Draft General Response to BBay Emails 

Erik - for your review. Then let's get a review from Ashley. I changed the order and text of the earlier response, so this will need a 

close review. -andi 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 11 :26:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Project 
10172018 Mr Stephens (2).pdf 

Andi, 

Mr. Stephens and Mr. Allen continue to write messages. I'll forward Mr. Allen's next . 

. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
; 
; 
; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

So, for this one, please forward to the BB email address. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Tim Stephens [mailto; Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: Wednesday, October i7~·-zoD3·s~TtfPlvT-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Pebble Project 

Mr. Hladick, 

Thank you, I appreciate the response. 

I understand there was a press release by former Administrator Pruitt in January. The issue however, according to a Bloomberg 

article, opposition groups are continuously being updated on the status on the agency's intentions. This is a heavily shorted stock 
as the market sees too much risk due to this particular policy. If the EPA is in fact providing material updates about a policy without 

making it publicly available, that is illegal. I won't assume this since the reports could potentially be false, but I hope that isn't the 

case. 

There have also been multiple letters from many different organizations asking for this overreach to be rescinded. Can I also ask, 
since the Pebble Project is in the NEPA review process, and the EPA is part of that process, what exactly is the purpose of the 
Preemptive Veto? Is the project not being properly vetted by NEPA? 

It would appear, the only purpose is to discourage investment and the ability for the company to raise funds needed to pay for the 

rest of permitting. If those are not the intentions, it is certainly the consequence. The January press release resulted in a 40+% 

market cap drop followed by a potential partner pulling out and a further 50% market cap drop. Pebble has been handed an uphill 

battle that no other project has the pleasure of enduring. Due to this, I will add I do not believe the statement in your response is 
accurate, that the EPA is committed to fundamental fairness. That simply is not true in this particular case. 

I hope you do not take this email personally, it is strictly business. I don't like watching my money evaporate and continue to 

evaporate to please political opposition groups. It is evident this preemptive veto needs to be lifted, and if Pebble poses an 
unacceptable risk, they will not be granted permits. I expect, along with many others, that the EPA will rescind this overreach prior 

to midterm elections and let the fair process play out. 
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Thank you for your time, I really do appreciate it. 

On Wed, Oct 17, 2018 at 5:48 PM Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Stephens: 

Thank you for your email to the EPA Attached to this email is our reply. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 

-Tim S 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 10/11/2018 8:51 :51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BB congressional correspondence update request 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 7-24-19 clean-revised by OW.docx 

See Palmer's message below ... 

"Attached is the revised OW-approved text so this is the best model for new letters" 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 2:14 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Here is an update on all three outstanding CMS's that mention Pebble: 

• Western Caucus (Gosar et al) was revised by OW. Attached is the revised OW-approved text so this is the best model for 
new letters 
• De Fazio - I just revised parts of that based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 
• Lamar Smith - I drafted this based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 

All three of these are at the OW level - none have been issued yet. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 4:52 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett. brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Palmer and Brittany, 

Thanks for any update that you can provide regarding the progress of our congressional responses. I have a new CMS at the region 
that I would like to potentially draw from those responses for. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 1:50 PM 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Meeting - Cancellation for 10/9 and update request 

Hello BB 404(c) Team, 

I propose we cancel for 10/9 and plan to meet on 10/16. Thank you for keeping 10/16 in mind. 

Palmer, I would appreciate hearing what is happening with the two congressional responses that we know are underway and the 
potential one from Lamar Smith. I'd like to be able to tell David Allnutt the more recent news at his check-in on 10/9 at 9am PST. 

Update ( 

FOIA 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Western Caucus Letter, Gossar et al. 

• Status? 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 

• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper 

use of 404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 

• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

• Given back to Palmer last week. New DeFazio put back in CMS 9/18 

• Status? 

Lamar Smith 

• Possibly sent a Bristol Bay letter that has gone into CMS on 9/4. Keeping an eye out for this letter. 

• Status? 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 10/10/2018 10:30:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine EPA Restrictions 

Andi, 

I have new language that we could send for external correspondence below. If possible, and if you haven't already sent a response 
to Mr. Wilkins, could you send him the following text (if you think a few edits are necessary that is ok) from the BB address? 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

To receive future updates on the EPA's Bristol Bay-related decisions and activities, we encourage you to join our Bristol Bay mailing 
list by visiting www.epa.gov/bristolbay. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Gregory Wi I kin !i, ____ ~~'.-~--~-~!~?..~-~!-~-~iy_~~¥.J~.~J___] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 9:26 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine EPA Restrictions 

Hi Erik, 

My name is Greg Wilkins and I am an investment analyst at Paul Kimmins Investments, LP. We heard rumors that the EPA is 
considering rescinding the restrictions placed on the Pebble Mine in Alaska. Would you be able to comment on any recent updates 
or news regarding Pebble Mine and EPA restrictions? 

Thank you and I appreciate your time 
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Greg Wilkins 
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To: Marshall, Vanessa[marshall.vanessa@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov]; David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov)[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 10/10/2018 10:26:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS - 19-000-141 
19-000-0141 Draft .docx 

Christine and Vanessa, 

Please apply the language in the attached and saved to the G drive (\ \t1010hsevw011 \shares\Baker\CMS\OERA \Bristol Bay -
CMS\2018\19-000-0141_Pebble Mine Veto Plan -Allen) Draft, "19-000-141" to all of the following CMS actions. We are 
recommending that we send Mr. Allen one letter that addresses all of his inquiries. That letter is attached and in the G drive. I am 
not sure how to manage that administratively in CMS and thank you for helping us get to the end goal of mailing one letter to Mr. 
Allen while also indicating in CMS that all of these tasks are completed, being completed simultaneously. 

due 10/10/2018 
due 10/15/2018 
due 10/24/2018 

AX-18-001-1062 Allen, Thomas D 
AX-19-000-0026 Allen, Thomas D 
AX-19-000-0141 Allen, Thomas D 
Rl0-19-000-0237 Allen, Thomas D due 10/25/2018 (I think that was the due date) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 2:35 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS - 19-000-141 
Importance: High 

Hi Erik, 

Here is the next CMS folder _Here. Christine is building the file for CMS RlO - 19-000-0237 and will forward you the file for that one. 
Thanks. 

Vanessa Marshall, Administrative Specialist 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mail Stop OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6240 
marshall.vanessa@ p .g v 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 9/21/2018 12:42:52 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/25/18 - Cancel? 

0 k, thank you. l_ _______________________________ ~~:--~--1?.~lj_!>._~-~~_t}y_e._ __ ~~~'?.~-~~-{l?_~L _____________________________ ~ n d the Congress ion a I I ette rs a re esse nti a 11 y a 11 
awaiting signature, no more staff or regional input. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 5:41 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/25/18 - Cancel? 

Erik - fine with me to postpone. I think Molly is out that day as well. Is anyone looking for our input on the Congressional letters or 

the CMS from Competitive Enterprise Institute? Or maybe those are done? 

•• 

From: Peterson, Erik 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 4:35 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/25/18 - Cancel? 

David, 

I propose we cancel the check-in for 9/25 because there aren't pressing major updates for either team beyond what is in the 9/7 
update I sent before (enclosed) and several key staff are out (myself and Palmer) tentative (Ashley), or just returning from leave 
(Patty). It seems like a more well attended check-in two weeks later could be more valuable. 

What do you think? I'm working until about 6 pm and am currently thinking to cancel based on the reasons above before the end of 
the day. I'll wait until 5:30 before doing so in case you disagree and would like to have the check-in. 

, .................................................. ________________ _ 
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Friday, September 07, 2018 3:17 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson

Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 

Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Douglas, Mark <douglas.mark@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Mendelman, 

Krista <Mendelman.Krista@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Chu, Rebecca <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/11/18 - Cancellation and Update 

Hello, 

Welcome back David! Given that you are out on September 11, we are canceling the check-in and the Bristol Bay Teams have the 

following update for you. We plan on having the Bristol Bay Check-in on September 25 th at 9:00 am PST. 

Updates 

Permit Oversight/ NEPA Review Team 

Scoping Document 

• EPA reviewed and commented on the draft scoping document that describes the significant issues raised in scoping. The 

final scoping document is available on the Carp's Pebble EIS website. 

Preliminary EIS review 

• EPA reviewed and commented on specific portions of chapter 3 (affected environment) and chapter 4 (environmental 

consequences) that pertain to our areas of special expertise as identified by the Corps which includes: aesthetics, surface 

water hydrology, groundwater hydrology, water and sediment quality, wetlands, vegetation 
• The documents have many placeholders since there have been changes to the proposed action, alternatives have yet to be 

developed, and there are numerous substantial requests for additional information where the Corps is awaiting response 

from PLP. 

• It is not clear whether we will be provided with another opportunity to review these chapters before the draft EIS. The 

Corps has indicated that there will be technical meetings in October/November to discuss comments and the impact 

assessment. 

Alternatives 

• The Corps is developing the range of alternatives to be analyzed in the EIS. We participated in a cooperating agency 
meeting and provided input. During the week of Sept 10, the Corps is to submit a detailed discussion of the alternatives 

selected for EIS review and rationale for those dismissed. 

Site Visits 

• July 9-11: CWA 404 field verification was completed by Mark Douglas 

• July 31: Site visit with some of our NEPA team (Patty, Molly, Tim, Chris) to view the mine site, proposed Lake lliamna port 

sites, and portions of the proposed roads. 

Schedule 
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• The Corps Pebble EIS website identifies a draft EIS in January 2019 and a final EIS in late 2019. 

404(c) Team 

FOIA 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Representative DeFazio and Senator Carper letter response 

• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper use of 

404(c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 
• EPA's response was uploaded to CMS for Lee F's signature on 8/27 

Interest group letter to EPA 
• This 9/6/18 letter to EPA from 15 interest groups (including, for example, the Competitive Enterprise Institute) urges 

Wheeler to rescind the proposed determination and applauds the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt. 

• If this letter is controlled for a response, HQ will share a draft with RlO. 

External Meetings 

• Henry Darwin met with Pebble representatives the week of 8/2/18. The 404(c) Team uploaded a note of this meeting to 

our external meetings folder on share point. 

• We want to emphasize our interest for external meetings at all levels to be recorded with: topic, date, attendees, agenda 

and notes. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 4:15 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami; Peterson, Erik; Allnutt, David; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda; McGrath, Patricia; Palomaki, Ashley; Steiner-Riley, 

Cara; Lindsay, Andrea; Skadowski, Suzanne; Nogi, Jill; Douglas, Mark; Vaughan, Molly; Hough, Palmer; Nalven, Heidi; Mendelman, 

Krista; Stern, Allyn 

Cc: Detwiler, Susan K.; Chu, Rebecca 

Subject: Bristol Bay Check-in 
When: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: R10Sea-Room-14Elwha/R10-Rooms-Service-Center 

Moving the bi-weekly Bristol Bay Check-in from Wednesdays to Tuesdays at 9:00 AM PST starting July 30 th
• 
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Erik Peterson will email the agenda prior to the meeting. 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number:: i 
C f I

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
on erence i : 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Local numbers: Seattl~--~~--~-;~~:~~:;-~~;~:~~~;~~}nchoragei Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-- i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USE PA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 9/18/2018 8:13:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: 

Hi Andrea, 

I spoke with Cara Steiner-Riley today about responding to external parties who are emailing Patty and I. We like your standard 
option for responding and I would like it if you would consider sending as a response to the below forwarded message. 

Thank you! And let me know if you have any questions. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: jason hook [mailtq Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: Wednesday, Augu~fTs-,-·2urn-8:l6-AM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: 

Hi my name is Jason Hook an investor in nak. I was wondering if the epa was going to meet the congressmen demand of a response 
to the questions regarding the removal of the preemptive veto by 8/15 (today)? Ty 
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To: David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov)[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 10/9/2018 5:02:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Bristol Bay - Draft Western Caucus Response 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 7-24-19 clean-revised by OW.docx 

FYI - Current Western Caucus response is attached. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 2:14 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Here is an update on all three outstanding CMS's that mention Pebble: 

• Western Caucus (Gosar et al) was revised by OW. Attached is the revised OW-approved text so this is the best model for 
new letters 
• De Fazio - I just revised parts of that based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 
• Lamar Smith - I drafted this based on the new OW-approved Western Caucus letter 

All three of these are at the OW level - none have been issued yet. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 4:52 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany <bennett. brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: BB congressional correspondence update request 

Palmer and Brittany, 

Thanks for any update that you can provide regarding the progress of our congressional responses. I have a new CMS at the region 
that I would like to potentially draw from those responses for. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 9/18/2018 8:11 :55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Hi Andrea, 

I spoke with Cara Steiner-Riley today about responding to external parties who are emailing Patty and I. We like your standard 

option for responding and I would like it if you would consider sending as a response to the below forwarded message. 

Thank you! And let me know if you have any questions . 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 10:12 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: Paul Lebo J, Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) __ j 
Date: September 15, 2018 at 5:59:25 PM PDT 
To: mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov 
Subject: Fwd: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Hi Patricia, 

Your name was included as a contact person in the scoping letter uploaded to ACoE pebble EIS website. 

I realize it's the weekend but I'm asking for a response by tomorrow (Sunday) evening if at all possible. 

(1) is there any truth to the talk (please see tweet below) that EPA is planning to act on this soon? 
(2) is the agency leaning one way or the other on the Pebble veto? 

ED_002890_00113600-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
Cc: Padilla, Jocelyn B.[padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, 
Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, 
ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 8/16/2018 12:14:27 AM (UTC) 
Subject: CMS - COMPLEX - 18-000-9804 
18-000-9804 Draft Letter.docx 

Christine and all: 

A draft response to CMS 18-000-9804 is attached and is saved to the G drive at the following address. 
Unless the RA's office suggests not sending this letter, it should move forward consistent with the 
associated concurrence sheet. 8/17 to RA and 8/21 Final. 

G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay- CMS\2018\18-000-9804_Pebble Project - 404c 

Thank you Christine for making an extension request and thank you all for considering my precedence 
question on whether this CMS should be FYI or for response. In general, :_ _________ Ex. S_Deliberative Process_(DP) _________ _! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message----
From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 2:28 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Padilla, Jocelyn B. <padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, 
Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: CMS de-control question: 18-000-9804 

Hi Erik, 
I'm home I'll today so I cannot recall each of these letters. 

1----~-~-----~--~-=~-i-~=~~-!~~=---~-~~-~~-~~---~-~~~---I I will be in the office Thursday and can look further into this if you want to stop by. 

Pam Gahner 
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Sent from my iPhone 

> On Aug 15, 2018, at 1 :58 PM, Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Marianne, Pam and Jocelyn, 
> 
> I'm writing to ask about CMS 18-000-9804. 
> 
> As the Bristol Bay 404(c) project manager, I manage a number of Pebble related CMSs. Many of the 
incoming CMSs regarding Pebble are categorized as FYI. I've attached two recent CMSs on Pebble that 
were_ categorized_ as_ FYI_,_ see_ 6860 _and_ 6107_. _ l_n _ my _view, l_ ____________________ ~-~:-~g~~i-~-~-~aJ_i_y~_P._r?~~~-~J~_~L__ _________________ .J.

1 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 

't-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.,..-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· ..r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· :r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
> 
> Please advise. 
> 
> Other Pebble CMSs categorized as FYI are available here. 
> 
> G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay - CMS\2018 
> 
> Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
> U.S. EPA, Region 10 
> 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
> Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
> (206) 553-6382 
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message----
> From: Kelly, Christine M 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:45 PM 
> To: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
> <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
> Subject: RE: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> R 1 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> 
> 
> Christine Kelly 
> EPA- Region 10 
> 206-553-2770 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:43 PM 
> To: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
> <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
> Subject: FW: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> R 1 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> Can you attach the original letter and routing sheet. 
> 
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> Linda Anderson-Carnahan 
> Associate Director 
> Office of Environmental Review and Assessment US EPA Region 10 Suite 
> 155 
> 1200 Sixth Ave 
> Seattle Wa, 98101 
> Offi ce~ _ _(20.6L5.53.c260.L. __ 

' ' > Cell :j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) j 
> L ' 

> -----Original Message----
> From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:06 PM 
> To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, 
> Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Re: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly -
> R 1 0-18-000-9804 
> 
> I can't see the incoming letter, but it seems we should be able to respond timely. I am adding in Linda 
AC to weigh in. 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
» On Aug 14, 2018, at 12:05 PM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
>> Michelle and/or Marianne: 
>> 
>> Is this extension ok to approve in CMS? 
>> 
>> Pam 
>> 
>> -----Original Message-----
» From: cmsadmin@epa.gov [mailto:cmsadmin@epa.gov] 
» Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 12:03 PM 
>> To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
» Subject: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - R10-18-000-9804 
>> 
» An extension request has been made for control R10-18-000-9804 by Christinem Kelly to extend 
his/her due date from 08/21/2018 to 08/31/2018. The reason given for the request is as follows: 
>> 
>> Extension needed to accommodate staff travel plans, etc. 
>> 
» Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 
>> 
>> Summary Information -
» Control Number: R10-18-000-9804 
» Control Subject: Pebble Project - 404c 
>> From: Stephens, Tim 
>> 
>> 
>> Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can 
access this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be 
directed to CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
> <18-000-9804_Control Slip.pdf> 

ED_002890_00113661-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



> <18-000-9804_Correspondence.pdf> 
> <18-000-6860- Correspondence.MacKinnon.pdf> <18-000-6860.Control 
> Slip .. pdf> <18-000-6107 _Correspondence.pdf> <18-000-6107 _Control 
> Slip.pdf> 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov]; Padilla, Jocelyn B.[padilla.jocelyn@epa.gov]; 
Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov]; Anderson-
Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, 
ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 8/15/2018 8:58:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: CMS de-control question: 18-000-9804 
18-000-9804 Control Slip.pdf 
18-000-9804 Correspondence.pdf 
18-000-6860- Correspondence.MacKinnon.pdf 
18-000-6860.Control Slip .. pdf 
18-000-6107 Correspondence.pdf 
18-000-6107 Control Slip.pdf 

Marianne, Pam and Jocelyn, 

I'm writing to ask about CMS 18-000-9804. 

As the Bristol Bay 404(c) project manager, I manage a number of Pebble related CMSs. Many of the 
incoming CMSs regarding Pebble are categorized as FYI. I've attached two recent CMSs on Pebble that 
,were_ categorized. as. FYI.L. see_ 6860. and_ 6107_. _ l_n _ my view, r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-E·x~K"DeWbe·rafrve-Pr"oces-s"(i:iPT"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
; 
; 
; 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

; 
; 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Please advise. 

Other Pebble CMSs categorized as FYI are available here. 

G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay - CMS\2018 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message----
From: Kelly, Christine M 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:45 PM 
To: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - R10-18-000-9804 

Christine Kelly 
EPA- Region 10 
206-553-2770 

-----Original Message-----
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From: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:43 PM 
To: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - R10-18-000-9804 

Can you attach the original letter and routing sheet. 

Linda Anderson-Carnahan 
Associate Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment US EPA Region 10 Suite 155 
1200 Sixth Ave 
Seattle Wa, 98101 
Office:(2062_ 553-2601 
Cell: i Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

-----Original Message----
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:06 PM 
To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan. Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - R10-18-000-9804 

I can't see the incoming letter, but it seems we should be able to respond timely. I am adding in Linda AC 
to weigh in. 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Aug 14, 2018, at 12:05 PM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Michelle and/or Marianne: 
> 
> Is this extension ok to approve in CMS? 
> 
> Pam 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: cmsadmin@epa.gov [mailto:cmsadmin@epa.gov] 
> Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 12:03 PM 
> To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
> Subject: CMS Extension Request - Christinem Kelly - R10-18-000-9804 
> 
> An extension request has been made for control R10-18-000-9804 by Christinem Kelly to extend 
his/her due date from 08/21/2018 to 08/31/2018. The reason given for the request is as follows: 
> 
> Extension needed to accommodate staff travel plans, etc. 
> 
> Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 
> 
> Summary Information -
> Control Number: R10-18-000-9804 
> Control Subject: Pebble Project - 404c 
> From: Stephens, Tim 
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> 
> 
> Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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\larch 28, 20 l8 

The Hcmornble Scott Pruitt 
Adn1inisrrator 

.8- EnviromiwntaI Protection ,\gency 
1200 Pvnnsy!vania i\vc,, "f',t \V. 
\Vashington, D,C, '.20460 

(;C: The Honorable L1sa Murknvvski 
CC: The Ffonorablc f)an SuHivan 
CC: The Honorable Don )'oung 
CC: Pebble Partnership 

AN fO: 3 i 

'fhc \Von1cn\, I\lining Coalition (\V?vlC) is n gnisr,;;ronts nrganizatinn vJith rncrnher;,c; 
irntu)m.vidc \V ho vvork ut. all srctnrs of the mrning indusU'J·, cw:q;-y i wn. 
n1:rnufad.uring, iransporLitinn, ,xnd mining-ndated N('n.cicp infhistrios. For r.nany 

W]\1 C has been corwcrned about the protracted and co~tly pcn11iHing process 
that ir, chi.lhng im'e::0t1ncnt in the naticm's n1ineraI reH.n.1.rccs and in1pcding the: tin,dy 
dcvclorrnu·nt of the domestic ininerab (:ntv:al tu this cotmtry's 
mrrnufacturing sector, and dcfenm\, 'The lT.S, ErninmmentaI Proh'<tion 

,\'s) recent decision to rntd)i the Ohanv, Ad1nini1Strntion's v1<0 the proposed 
Pebble Project in ,\hska heightens our o;ncerns. 

B_v n-insl:itrng the Sl,cf.icm tnt Clean \V;itcr Act pn:c,n1ptiv<' vr-in PPbhko 

Project, EP/\ is se1vhng n strong and unfortunate signal to the n.•:d of the \Vorld that 
the Li 5, is nn extrenw]y risk;v nnd hos11fo country in which to explore for and. devdop 
n1in.ernls, 'I'his action v.riU im'n:w,;:;c the nauonG rdimcc ou frm:1gn niiueraJs and is 
completely inctmsistcnt vvith President '1'run1p s Deccmbc r :LO 17 Exccut Ordc·r 
L:1817,, ".A Federal Stratcg)' to F.:nsun, Secure and Rc.lmblc Source\ of Critical 
l\hneruJ~_,, 
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In Executive Order I:3817. Prrn;;,ident Trump exphcit]y mandates 1.ncreasing domestic 
1nh10rnl supphes through actions that indude pronwting exploration and 
developm"mt of thi1" naticm\, mineral res,nH'CefL RPA's action::; to prejudice the 
permitting prot'e0s for the Pebble Project in order to thwart devefopn1ent of this 
copper and gold deposit violate Executive Order 13817, Both copper and gold arc 
crit1ca] technology and infrastructure 1nim•rnls, Executivr> Order 13817 mrmdates the 
dcvPlopment of domPshc A01.xrces of these and other mim,raL< 

EPA\, actions on the Pehbk Project are un.fair and uninforrncd because they rely on 
the Bristo] Bay \Vatershed Assesmnent that describes an inrnginary w1ining projfc;CL 
The pretend project described in this biased report would violate the state and federal 
environmental protection laws that govern the real Pebble Project EP.A's reliance on 
this false report is completely inappropriate,. 

rvtany \VMC rnen1bers have expertise with the enviromnental permitting and 
rngulatory requirements for U.S, mining projects .. Based on this expertise, \\'Tv1C is 
confident that an unbiased and fact-based anrtly·sis of the pcnnit apphcations for the 
Pebble Project would give state and foderaJ regulators all of the information. required 
to Prwblc them to make sound decisions whether to issue permits for this p:rojccL 

EPA's flawed Pebble Project dncision, which is based on rnisinfrlfmation frorn anti-
1nining activists, stands in marked cont.rast to EPA.'s careful and fad.~hnsed decision 
that ruiditional finanda.l assunrnu 0 pursuant to CKRCLA 108(6) \VHS not warranted 
in light of the comprehensive envixonr:nent,d protection and finm1c:inl assurance 
rnquirPnvmts in existrng state and federal bn;vs and regulations, \VJvtC .strongly 
supports EPA's CERCLA 108(h) decision and asks that the agPtwy a How these p.;rnH' 

hnvs and rcgufotions to be applied to the Pehhle Prujed in a straighti<irvvard and 
unfotts:,re<l manner. 

\Ve thus urg(~ EPA to n•cxinsidc:r .its decision and allow the pern1itting prnccsP. fr,r the 
Pchhlc Project to pni1\'ed on an ('VPn playing field i hat is no( 1,ncun1hen,d by the 
unjust prc,1udicc of a pn:cmptivro v1c'tn ha8Nl on a false rPporL 

RcspectfulJy submitted: 

Barbara Coppola 
vV!v1C President 
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Debra \V, Struhsacker 
\\'1\:[C Cfr Founder and Director 
(77 ;3) 8:26-3800 
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Da.a.~a.~a.a.a.a. ) 
La.a..:a.a.a.a.a.a. 
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Neil Mad(lnnon 
Prnsident 

Rosemary Hagevig 

Vice President 

Joseph Kahklen 
Secretary 

Frnnk Bergstrom 

Treasurer 

Directors 
Corey Baxter 
Richard Bums 
Wayne Coogan 
Naoml Hobbs 
Scott Spickler 

fotm S,mdor 

Director Emeritus 

Denny DeWitt 
Executive Director 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

PD. Box 240605 
Douglas. AK 99824 

907 586. ! 254 phone 
907,463.343'.3 fax 
ftffoundofon .erg 

April 19, 2018 

= 

While we appreciate the many actions you've taken to date, we call upon you to 
direct the l.LS. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to withdraw the 
'Proposed Determination Pursuant to Section 404c of the Clean Water Act f°i:)r 
Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska' (AKA the Obama proposed pre
pennit veto) to remedy the i\gency's prior overreach and bad public polky, 

The Obama 404c proposed pre-permit veto action utilized a blunt instrument of 
federal overreach in an attempt lo block projects before they could go through 
the well-established. fodcml permitting process. While the Corps of Engineers is 
now moving fhrvvard on it.s NEPA review of the Pebble permit we believe that. 
the EPA should never auempl to use this provision and it needs to be 
eiiminakxi, ,vhich the Trump infrastnJCture plan proposes. The rnxmal 
permitting process should be applied to a.IL including allowing Pebble to 
continue ,vithout the proposed veto continuing to hang over its head. Furi.ber, 
the Obmna EPA pn>permit proposed veto on the Pebble Deposit area was 
based on incornp!cte, shoddy analysis and agency staff collusion ,vith liberal 
environment.a.! ,Jd.ivists and other project opponents. 

The impact of this issue is far greater th:mjust one mine, i\ pre-permit 404c 
veto efoninates Jue process and the \.Vell--csta.blished, transparent regulatory 
process for Clean \Vater Act permits, By proposing to rescind the Obama 404c 
Proposed Det.ennination on mining in Alaska anJ then suspending that action, 
you have affirmati\ely let the proposed prc-perrnit veto stand, This gives the 
environmental left a ne,:v tool to eliminate projects they don't like under liberal 
administrations, and we all know that foture EP/\. administrators \Vi!l then point 
to you as a justification for them to use it again. 

Further, \Ve \vclcomc the Tmmp Administration's ca!! to cut federal red tape in 
the infrastructure plan, including cutting back EP.A. 's 404c veto authority to 

first Things First Alaska Foym.lation (FTFAI:'') is dedicated to preserving the ernnomk viability and 
fotm:e of Alaska through education. There is a dear need to educate the public on tile benefits of 
responsible economic development am! natural resource m:magemenL 
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The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
April 19, 2018 
Page 2 of2 

address the burden of duplicative regulatory approval for dredge and fill 
pem1its. 

Again, we appreciate your leadership on reducing the burdensome EPA 
regulations implemented by the Obama EPA and the stranglehold those 
regulations place on the United States of America. However, we are 
disappointed with your action on this issue and urge you to complete the 
withdrawal of the 404c 'Proposed Determination' as soon as possible. 
Withdrawing it simply confim1s your often-stated commitment to the rule of 
law and regular order in such proceedings. 

Sincerely 

Neil MacKinnon 
Board President 

cc: Michael Catanzaro 
Tate Bennett 
San1antha Dravis 
Chris Hladick 
Darrell Henry 
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Gahner, Pamela 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, August 7, 2018 9:56 AM 
Gahner, Pamela; Pirzadeh, Michelle 

Fwd: Pebble Project 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tim Stephensi_ __ Ex._ 6_ Personal _Privacy_(PP) __ i 
Date: August 6, 2018 at 2:28:16 PM PDT 

To: hladick.christopher@epa.gov 

Cc: "Hanson, Tanner" <tanner.hanson@mail.house.gov>, "Small, Jeff" 

<ieff.small@mail.house.gov>, Myron Ebell <Myron.ebell@cei.org>, =~==~==..::::..:.. 
Subject: Pebble Project 

Good afternoon Mr. Hladick, 

My name is Tim Stephens and I am a shareholder in Northern Dynasty Minerals. First I would 

like to thank you for serving in your role. 

I am concerned that the Pebble project has been overly politicized, and Pruitt's decision to 

suspend the process to remove the 404c was a mistake. It appears the only purpose the 404c 
serves is to create an uphill battle for Pebble. Reality is, once the EIS process is complete, the 

EPA can step in at any time, so why is there a preemptive veto other than to scare away 
investors? This does not fit at all into the President's agenda. 

The facts The 404c is based on a "study" that the EPA created with the NRDC, an organization 

under probe for colluding with China officials and undermining our Navy. This was a 

hypothetical mine plan that doesn't use modern day technology and processes. This study was 
created for one reason to shut down the project as copper is the 2nd most used resource by 

our Department of Defense. 

The $150 million environmental study NDM paid for, shows that the headwaters Pebble 

potentially impacts makes up about 0.05% of Bristol Bay's water. The potential impact to the 

total fishery is about 0.08%. 

This is not a rational risk that warrants the 404c. 

The investors are getting restless, social media pressure is building, the Western Caucus has put 

this issue in the spotlight. This needs to be resolved yesterday, not tomorrow, not 6 months 

from now. It won't be long before we start investing our$$ in media ads and TV time putting 
the EPA on blast for colluding with the NRDC, which has been proven via freedom of information 

(Check the lawsuit settlement). We expect the agency to return to acting in good faith. 

Thank you for your time. 

1 
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-Tim S 

2 

ED_002890_00113669-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 8/24/2018 5:08:28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: draft statements 

Here are the drafts ... 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Lindsay, Andrea 
Sent: Friday, August 24, 2018 9:35 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: draft statements 

Erik - here is a first cut; I think these statements need work ... we will need to discuss and loop in Ashley. 

Potential response to recent emails: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

·-•-•--•,-1l:j""r-r,u,,,_•r--•-•r-"1•......,.. .... -._._.-.,......,..,-•._._-,.....,..•r•-.--•--.•--1-•r•-J•_,..,_...,-.. ._..,..., ... ,-._.,...,.._. .... ,-.. ._.. • .., ......... _.,.._.r'" ............................ -... ............. ..,.. .. ,__. .... r•~"1--.,-U":,-o~•r:-"'rr•"',,-•r~-,.,..,,-,,.r:: ,,.. . ...,.-,, . ...,7:':'."', .,,...,,,.,,,,., """" ,,.•,.-.,-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

!s ; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

k 

ED_002890_00113791-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 9/28/2018 6:09:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Andi, 

Please respond to Mr. Lebo with our agreed upon language. 

I think we have already responded to this message. This is a follow-up. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Paul Lebo [mailto:[_ Ex._ 6 Personal_Privacy_(PP)_! 

Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 6:05 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Patricia, 

Thanks for your response. 

Erik, 

Would appreciate greatly any response you can provide. 

Paul 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Sep 27, 2018, at 12:37 PM, McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr Lebo-

I apologize for the delayed response. While I am the agency point of contact on the EIS process, Erik Peterson is 
managing issues associated with the CWA 404(c) proposed determinations. I am ccing him on this message for a 
response. 
Best Regards-

Patty McGrath 
Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: RAD-202 
Office: (206) 553-6113 
Cel I l Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: Paul Lebo [mailto:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2018 5:59 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: ATR expects EPA action "before the end of the month" 

Hi Patricia, 
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Your name was included as a contact person in the scoping letter uploaded to ACoE pebble EIS website. 
I realize it's the weekend but I'm asking for a response by tomorrow (Sunday) evening if at all possible. 

(1) is there any truth to the talk (please see tweet below) that EPA is planning to act on this soon? 

(2) is the agency leaning one way or the other on the Pebble veto? 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hood, Lynne[Hood.Lynne@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 5/10/2018 4:56:28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: ET mining subgroup updates 

Patty, 

My edits tq '"""····" 00""'°"'_~re directly in the table enclosed in your message. 

I updated the schedule information to reflect i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·'·:-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-.::-'. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 8:44 AM 
To: Hood, Lynne <Hood.Lynne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: ET mining subgroup updates 

Hi Lynne and Erik -
I am preparing my regular update for the mining ET subgroup. Could you please revise the entries in the table below i ,,,,,,,,.,,.,.,,'°""'°'' i 

["-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex:·s-oeiii:iera-ffve·Process-(tf Pf ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 If so, p I ease add to the table. L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Please send me updates by noon tomorrow. 
Call if you have questions. 
Thanks - Patty 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: RAD-202 
Office: (206) 553-6113 
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To: R10BristoIBay[R1 OBristolBay@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 4:15:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble PD 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2019 11:44 AM 
To: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble PD 

Matthew, 

When will a decision be made. Leopold literally just instructed Hladick to make a decision soon for clarity's sake and what does 
Hladick do, he doesn't make a decision to delay ... This is criminal. ... When will a decision be made on whether or not to remove the 
illegal PD?! 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Glenn Reed [glennr@pspafish.net] 

6/5/2019 12:16:23 AM 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 
To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! Ill 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a couple of other things were 
brought to my attention on this end that are more state of AK permits issues. FYI - those are 

zones of deposit (specifically in this case relative to the Kodiak permit), and the issue of "foam", 

also relative to the Kodiak permit. The foam issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" 

regs, but at this point that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they are state issues, if they are 

brought up I'll re-focus the group. 
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I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other relevant issues they may wish to 

discuss and will advise you of them then. That is as soon as I can get you info. Our meeting 

tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go less than 60 minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible attendees tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's office to finalize the 
agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or should we make it 90 minutes? If we limit the 
discussion to Pebble, we probably could do that in an hour. It also depends on whether you have 
any information you want to present or if we want the whole thing to be Q&A. 

David Allnut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that project will also attend. I can 
get you bios on everyone coming. If the interest goes beyond Pebble, I can also have Dan 
Opalski, the Water Office Director attend. If you can let me know today, that would be great. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region I 0 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn(a)epa.gov 

On Jun 3,2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings until mid afternoon so will get 

something to you on additional topics before the end of the day. 

Thank you, 
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Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together his trip materials and I 
wondered if you have anything to add. If there isn't anything specific, can you 
give me an idea of the subjects you would be interested in? I'm presuming Pebble 
Mine but wondered if there is also anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-] 223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10: 17 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr(mpspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on fir the 10th. 

I will have a layout to you by close of business on Friday. 

Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:04:05 AM 
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To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that we are still planning for June 10. 
Chris Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I plan to an-ive between l :30-2:00 
(may be a little closer to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any formal remarks, so if you are interested in 
making any kind of presentation for them, we have time for that. If not, 
we can make it all an open forum Q&A session. I'm also happy to talk 
about other formats or if there are topics of particular interest to your 
membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bios for Chris and Matt? I can forward 
that if you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allvn@epa.goy 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Excellent. 

Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Thur 6/13/2019 2: 19:23 AM (UTC) 
Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 12, 2019, at 7: 14 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

No. Got the pilot of our plane to iliamna to do a low altitude flyover, which was hugely helpful. Great weather 
and plenty of time to see the Iliana/newhalen area by car as well. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 12, 2019, at 6:09 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

No site visit? 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 12, 2019, at 6:46 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks for the clarifying advice earlier today. We're back in Anchorage (and cell 
phone range). No renewed helicopter invitation extended by PLP or suggested by us. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 12, 2019, at 7:37 AM, Keith, Jennie <Keith.Jennie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi There! 

Ex. 5 AC/DP 
Thanks! 
Jennie for OGC/Ethics 

From: Allnutt, David 
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Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 9:30 AM 

To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keith, Jennie <Keith.Jennie@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 

<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 

Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 12, 2019, at 5:15 AM, Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

wrote: 

ED_002890_00127822-00002 

Hi David, 

Ex. SAC/DP 

Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

Stephanie 

Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 
Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 

Rich.stephanie@epa.gov 

From: Keith, Jennie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 8:39 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Rich, Stephanie 

<Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 

<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

David, 
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Ex. SAC/DP 
Thanks! 

Jennie for OGC/Ethics 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 11:30 PM 

To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Siciliano, 

CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Keith, Jennie 

<Keith.Jennie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

____ Stephanie et a I_~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5_ AC/DP-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! ____________________ _ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
i. Ex._5_ACIDP_il can be reached via my desk number (206-553-2581-

ED_002890_00127822-00003 

forwarded to cell) until about 11am DC time tomorrow or 
thereafter at 907-444-0477 (a loaner phone from our AK 

operations office). Thanks. 

<image001.png> 

From: Rich, Stephanie 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 10:39 AM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 
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David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Keith, Jennie 
<Keith.Jennie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Region 10 folks -

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thank you! 

Stephanie 

Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 
Office of General Counsel 
Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 
Rich.stephanie@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 10:33 AM 
To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Keith, Jennie 
<Keith.Jennie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thank you, Stephanie, for this update and for spotting the 

Ethics issue. We look forward to your advice, Jennie. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Rich, Stephanie 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 10:30 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Stern, 
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Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 

<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Keith, Jennie 

<Keith.Jennie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Hi David, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Stephanie 

Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 

Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 

Rich.stephanie@epa.gov 

From: Rich, Stephanie 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 7:43 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Stern, 

Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 

<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 

Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 

Rich.stephanie@epa.gov 
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From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 9:11 PM 
To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Stern, 

Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 

<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Stephanie ~ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex._ 5 _AC/DP-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: ___ _ 

Ex. 5 AC/DP 

<image001.png> 

From: Rich, Stephanie 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 11:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Hi David, 

Ex. 5 AC/DP 

Stephanie 

Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 
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Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 

Rich.stephanie@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 12:02 PM 

To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Will call now. 

<image001.png> 

From: Allnutt, David 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 02, 2019 3:37 PM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

<image001.png> 

From: Fordham, Tami 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 1:11 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 

<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 
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I am still working on estimated costs, but I wanted to get this 
draft to you ASAP. I would appreciate your review before I send 

to the larger group. If Ashley should see this, please forward. 

Should anyone else see this before sending to the HQ team? 

Please note: Flights to lliamna are already booking up, so 

getting reservations completed ASAP is critical. These flights 
only accommodate up to 9 passengers. 

Additionally, if the public comment is extended this may not be 

the best timing for these meetings (for several reasons) but I 

believe the RA should weigh in on this. 

Please let me know once you have had a chance to review. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:52 AM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Steiner

Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 

Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 

<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 

<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thanks Carol Ann. A couple of real quick reactions. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

<image001.png> R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 

Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 

14. Matt would fly to Seattle on Sunday night. He 

wants to spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at 

Region lO's office and meeting with the local bar. 

Then, he would focus on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 

a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me 
know if makes sense, or whether it should be 1 
day in Seattle and the rest of the week in BB. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants 
to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not yet raised the 

possibility of inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt 

made this decision. However, Allyn suggested David 

to Matt later this morning. Matt took it under 

advisement. I believe David would join in addition to 

Lee, not in place of him. j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, 

Dillingham, lliamna) 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful 

amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I 

sent him the attached table to help him make time

sensitive decisions. With the improvements to the email, 

however, and the useful background it contains, I would 

like to do so - if Matt needs more information before 

making logistics decisions. Of course, I am only the Queen 

of the Land of Logistics. Although I've crept into substance 

with item #4 (soliciting further comment), I leave the 

substance of that topic entirely to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt 

needs more information to make decisions re: logistics for 

his trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I 

incorporated Cara's point and all of Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
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Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, 

CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 

Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

<image001.png> R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 

Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 

David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle 

Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel plans for Chris 
and Matt since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start 
explaining the complexities of travel in this region and start 

figuring out logistics, not to start discussions on the PD or next 

steps. That issue came up only because we were discussing 

previous visits and who travelled where for what purposes. I 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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p•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 
David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; 
adding them so have the info if not. Happy to assist as needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised 

to execute the following next steps. Please send me 

corrections and additions. I will work hard to get 

answers from Matt by COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's 

travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great time to visit 

because the commercial salmon fishing season is not 

,-·-·expected _to _begjn _unt_il JU ne _ _lS._ i __ Ex._5 Deliberative ProcessjDP) i .. , 
i ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that 
Matt meet stakeholders representing a broad 

spectrum of views in the following three locations: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this 
proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed 
Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's 

proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed to 
solicit additional public comment before moving 

forward with a decision on whether to move forward 

with withdrawal or move forwards with Proposed 

Determination. Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the 
signed delegation identifying Matt as the BB decision
maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 
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From: 

Location: 

Importance: 

Subject: 

Start Time: 

End Time: 

Required Attendees: 

Optional Attendees: 

Canino, Joyce Lynn T.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=02B304D3E84240BE8A4E069ECD634D97-CANINO, JOY] 

R 1 0SeaRA-Room-21Tahoma-VTC/R10-Rooms-Restricted 

High 

Canceled: Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment 

Tue 5/28/2019 10:00:00 PM (UTC) 

Tue 5/28/2019 10:30:00 PM (UTC) 

Allnutt, David; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Brown, DonaldM 

Pirzadeh, Michelle; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda; Szerlog, Michael; Elleman, Robert; Stern, 
Allyn 

R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay 05232019.docx 

CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern.Allyn@epa.gov [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
6/7/2019 6:51:52 PM 
Stachowiak, Robert [Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
Re: PSPA attendance list 

Also Chuck Blumenfeld is a lawyer at Perkins Coie. Not sure why they just list him as a contractor. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 11:49 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Got it - will put in binder 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 2:43 PM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: PSPA attendance list 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> 

Date: June 7, 2019 at 11:30:08 AM PDT 

To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Ann Owens <admin@pspafish.net> 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting 

the EPA group to arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon 

their arrival. 
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Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 
Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 
John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 

Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 
Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 

Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 

A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 
Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 
President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 
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Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! □ 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a 

couple of other things were brought to my attention on this end 

that are more state of AK permits issues. FYI - those are zones of 

deposit (specifically in this case relative to the Kodiak permit), and 

the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. The foam 

issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this 

point that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they 

are state issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 

I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other 

relevant issues they may wish to discuss and will advise you of 

them then. That is as soon as I can get you info. Our meeting 

tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go less than 60 

minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible 

attendees tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's 
office to finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or 
should we make it 90 minutes? If we limit the discussion to Pebble, we 
probably could do that in an hour. It also depends on whether you have 
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any information you want to present or if we want the whole thing to 
be Q&A. 

David All nut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that 
project will also attend. I can get you bias on everyone coming. If the 
interest goes beyond Pebble, I can also have Dan Opalski, the Water 
Office Director attend. If you can let me know today, that would be 

great. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

ED_002890_00128571-00004 

Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings 

until mid afternoon so will get something to you on 

additional topics before the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together 
his trip materials and I wondered if you have anything 
to add. If there isn't anything specific, can you give me 
an idea of the subjects you would be interested in? I'm 

presuming Pebble Mine but wondered if there is also 
anything else? 
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Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10:17 AM, Glenn Reed 

<glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on 

fir the 10th. 

I will have a layout to you by close of 

business on Friday. 

Best, 

Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 

10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that 

we are still planning for June 10. Chris 
Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I plan to 
arrive between 1:30-2:00 (may be a 

little closer to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any formal 

remarks, so if you are interested in 

making any kind of presentation for 

them, we have time for that. If not, we 

can make it all an open forum Q&A 

session. I'm also happy to talk about 
other formats or if there are topics of 

particular interest to your 

membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bias for 

Chris and Matt? I can forward that if 

you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 
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Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Stern.Allyn@epa.gov [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 

6/7/2019 6:41:51 PM 
Glenn Reed [glennr@pspafish.net] 
Ann Owens [admin@pspafish.net] 
Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Also - from EPA, we have a few more: 

Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator 

Matt Leopold, General Counsel 

Lee Forsgren, Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Office of Water 

Allyn Stem, Regional Counsel, Region 10 

Dan Opalski, Water Division Director, Region l 0 

David Allnutt, Laboratory Services & Applied Science Division Director 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.all·yn@epa.gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 11:30 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting the EPA group to 
arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon their arrival. 

Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 
Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 
John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 
Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 

Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 
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Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 

A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! Ill 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a couple of other 
things were brought to my attention on this end that are more state of AK 

permits issues. FYI - those are zones of deposit (specifically in this case relative to 

the Kodiak permit), and the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. 

The foam issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this point 

that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 
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I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they are state 

issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 

I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other relevant issues 

they may wish to discuss and will advise you of them then. That is as soon as I 

can get you info. Our meeting tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go 

less than 60 minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible attendees 

tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's office to 
finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or should we make it 
90 minutes? If we limit the discussion to Pebble, we probably could do that in an 
hour. It also depends on whether you have any information you want to present or 
if we want the whole thing to be Q&A. 

David Allnut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that project will 
also attend. I can get you bios on everyone coming. If the interest goes beyond 
Pebble, 1 can also have Dan Opalski, the Water Office Director attend. If you can 
let me know today, that would be great. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region I 0 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 
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Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings until mid 

afternoon so will get something to you on additional topics before 

the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together his trip 
materials and I wondered if you have anything to add. If there isn't 
anything specific, can you give me an idea of the subjects you 
would be interested in? I'm presuming Pebble Mine but wondered 
if there is also anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem .all yn(mepa. gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10:17 AM, Glenn Reed 
<glennr@,pspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on fir the 10th. 
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I will have a layout to you by close of business on 
Friday. 

Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that we are still 
planning for June l 0. Chris Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I 
plan to arrive between l :30-2:00 (may be a little closer 
to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any formal remarks, so if you 
are interested in making any kind of presentation for 
them, we have time for that. If not, we can make it all an 
open forum Q&A session. I'm also happy to talk about 
other formats or if there are topics of particular interest 
to your membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bios for Chris and Matt? 
I can forward that if you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region IO 
206-553-1223 
stem. all vn(a),epa.gov 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tue 5/28/2019 7:35:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Draft Itinerary 5.16.19 .asd.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Date: May 21, 2019 at 11 :58:48 AM PDT 
To: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.Caro!Ann c e a. ov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Mutz, John" <mutz.john@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 
<Stachowiak.Robert me a. ov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Good afternoon, Please see the updated draft itinerary for the Alaska travel beginning Monday evening. The 
stakeholder meetings are still being confirmed and so meeting times may change in each location, but at this point 
the flight times remain the same. Have all of the HQ travelers confirmed their flights? Do we know the final list of HQ 
travelers? 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the Alaska itinerary. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 5:29 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Dear patient friends - What is the latest information on Matt's itinerary for his travel to Seattle & 
Anchorage during the week of June 10? 

I am copying Fletcher Mutz, Matt's travel preparer, and Brian Frazier, who is assisting Lee Forsgren. 

Thank you. And, of course, if we owe you information, please let us know that too. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
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Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Sat 7/27/2019 6:23:14 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Matt is going to send you a final version. It's possible he may make changes to this one. But just to keep you updated, this is 
the version that went to Matt. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov> 
Date: July 26, 2019 at 4:44:06 PM PDT 
To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Notice 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most recent feedback. 
I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee separately. As discussed earlier today 
with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 8:47:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Edits to FRN from Chris 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072919 nits ACP .docx 
ATT00001.htm 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 1:33:00 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt 
(OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c: e a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Edits to FRN from Chris 

____ Adding _carrie _and _Heid_i _so they_can_ see_ Chris's_ com ments_that _Allyn_ transmitted _below._ i ___ Ex._5_ Deliberative _Process_ (_DP) J 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:26 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Edits to FRN 

Hi Matt and David - attached are Chris's edits. It sounds like he will sign in the morning so if you can send me back a 
final either tonight or early tomorrow, I can get that printed out for Chris's signature. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
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US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

Begin forwarded message: 
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Cc: Brown, Leah[Brown.Leah@epa.gov] 
To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 3:05:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072919.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Heidi's edits in response to Matt's comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 6:44:39 AM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c e a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Attached is a clean version with all of your edits accepted. I added clarifying language to the sentence you flagged on 

page 1~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
! ____________________________________________________ Ex_. ___ 5 __ De I _i _be rat iv e __ P r o ce s s __ (_D P) ____________________________________________________ r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 11:31 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 
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Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 

recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 

separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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Message 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Stern.Allyn@epa.gov [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 

7/29/2019 8:23:34 PM 
Fwd: Edits to FRN 

Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072919_nits_ACP.docx; ATT00001.htm 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem.all yn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; LaCroix, 
Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 7/10/2019 12:00:04 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: 19-000-5935_Correspondence.pdf 
AX-19-000-5935 Colleta Final Response 07092019.pdf 

Our response to 14 year old Rylie is attached. And, a nice note from our new RAD Director regarding Rylie's letter and our response. 

From: Baca, Andrew 
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 12:25 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Nicely done! 

Erik, 

I just reviewed the response you wrote to the very articulate letter we received from the young individual in MT on Pebble. I had no 
comments and just wanted to say I greatly appreciate the thoughtful response. It is in process and will go out soon. 

Andrew 

Andrew Baca 
Director, Regional Administrator's Division 
US EPA Region 10 
(206) 553-6387 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2019 5:13 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: 19-000-5935_Correspondence.pdf 

A whole new generation ... that's heartening. 
Thanks for sharing. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
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wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: 19-000-5935_ Correspondence.pdf 
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To: Press[Press@epa.gov] 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/2019 7:34:51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Alaska Public Media interview request re Pebble Mine 

For HQ press office. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Liz Ruskin <lruskin@alaskapublic.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 12:13 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Interview request 

Hi Suzanne, 

There's a lot of confusion in Alaska about what yesterday's announcement means - in particular, whether it means Region 10 is 
being forced to backtrack on its critique of the DEIS. People on both sides are reading between the lines of yesterday's notice to 
withdraw and drawing very specific conclusions that may or may not be warranted. 

It would really help clarify things if we could hear from Chris Hladick. Would it be possible to do a phone interview with him? I 
proposed a recorded interview (NOT live). Might take 10-15 minutes. 

Thanks for considering my request. 

Liz Ruskin 
Washington, D.C. 
Correspondent 
Alaska Public Media 

Cel I: i__ ________________ Ex. __ 6 ______________ ___! 

Office: i ___________________ Ex. _ 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

I ruski n@a la ska public. org 

Follow me on Twitter: @lruskin 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5:27:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 

Thank you Allyn. 

I appreciate your leadership right here, and, I have really appreciated having an opportunity to work with you on Bristol Bay. 

Cheers, 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:55 AM 
To: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

This should go to Erik Peterson. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 30, 2019, at 9:45 AM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Who should get the original? Currently it's on my high cabinet. 

Pam 

From: Gahner, Pamela 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:56 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle (Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov) 
<Pirzadeh. Michel le@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Gahner 
Executive Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 (M/C 21-B03) 
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Seattle, Washington 98101 
Desk(20~553-2598 

Gov' t Ce 11 l. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_ i 

<07302019 EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf> 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 

6/11/2019 3:14:34 PM 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Re: PSPA attendance 

Perfect. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 11, 2019, at 7:05 AM, Stem, Allyn <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem.all yn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> 
Date: June 7, 2019 at 11:30:08 AM PDT 
To: "Stem, Allyn" <Stem.AHyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Ann Owens <admin(a)pspafish.net> 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting 
the EPA group to arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon 

their arrival. 

Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 
Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 
John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 
Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 
Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 

Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 
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A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 
To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem .all yn(mepa. gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! Ill 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a 
couple of other things were brought to my attention on this end 

that are more state of AK permits issues. FYI - those are zones of 

deposit (specifically in this case relative to the Kodiak permit), and 

the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. The foam 
issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this 

point that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they 

are state issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 
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I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other 

relevant issues they may wish to discuss and will advise you of 

them then. That is as soon as I can get you info. Our meeting 

tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go less than 60 

minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible 

attendees tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by 
Matt's office to finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that 
enough? Or should we make it 90 minutes? Ifwe limit the 
discussion to Pebble, we probably could do that in an hour. It also 
depends on whether you have any information you want to present 
or if we want the whole thing to be Q&A. 

David Allnut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that 
project will also attend. I can get you bios on everyone coming. If 
the interest goes beyond Pebble, I can also have Dan Opalski, the 
Water Office Director attend. If you can let me know today, that 
would be great. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region I 0 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn@epa.gov 
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On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> 
wrote: 

ED_002890_00138601-00004 

Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings 
until mid afternoon so will get something to you on 

additional topics before the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling 
together his trip materials and I wondered if you 
have anything to add. If there isn't anything 
specific, can you give me an idea of the subjects 
you would be interested in? I'm presuming Pebble 
Mine but wondered if there is also anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem.all vn@epa.gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10: 17 AM, Glenn Reed 
<glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 
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Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are 
on fir the 10th. 

I will have a layout to you by close 
of business on Friday. 

Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 
10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that 
we are still planning for June 10. Chris 
Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I plan to 
arrive between 1 :30-2:00 (may be a little 
closer to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any fo1mal 
remarks, so if you are interested in 
making any kind of presentation for 
them, we have time for that. If not, we 
can make it all an open forum Q&A 
session. I'm also happy to talk about 
other formats or if there are topics of 
particular interest to your 
membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bios for 
Chris and Matt? I can forward that if 
you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn(a)epa .gov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Thank you. 

Glenn 

Glenn Reed [glennr@pspafish.net] 

6/7/2019 6:37:41 PM 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Ann Owens [admin@pspafish.net] 
Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 11:36:45 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Cc: Ann Owens 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Thank you Glenn. Looking at our itinerary for the day, I expect we will arrive closer to 2. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 11 :30 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting the EPA group to 
arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon their arrival. 

Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 

Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 
John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 
Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 
Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 

Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 
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A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 
To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! Ill 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a couple of other 
things were brought to my attention on this end that are more state of AK 

permits issues. FYI - those are zones of deposit (specifically in this case relative to 

the Kodiak permit), and the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. 

The foam issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this point 

that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they are state 

issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 
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I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other relevant issues 

they may wish to discuss and will advise you of them then. That is as soon as I 

can get you info. Our meeting tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go 

less than 60 minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible attendees 

tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's office to 
finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or should we make it 
90 minutes? If we limit the discussion to Pebble, we probably could do that in an 
hour. It also depends on whether you have any information you want to present or 
if we want the whole thing to be Q&A. 

David Allnut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that project will 
also attend. I can get you bios on everyone coming. If the interest goes beyond 
Pebble, I can also have Dan Opalski, the Water Office Director attend. If you can 
let me know today, that would be great. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem .all yn(mepa. gov 

On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr~=u,pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hey Allyn, 
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Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings until mid 

afternoon so will get something to you on additional topics before 

the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together his trip 
materials and I wondered if you have anything to add. If there isn't 
anything specific, can you give me an idea of the subjects you 
would be interested in? I'm presuming Pebble Mine but wondered 
if there is also anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem.all vn@epa.gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10: 17 AM, Glenn Reed 
<glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on fir the 10th. 

I will have a layout to you by close of business on 
Friday. 
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Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that we are still 
planning for June l 0. Chris Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I 
plan to anive between l :30-2:00 (may be a little closer 
to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any fo1mal remarks, so if you 
are interested in making any kind of presentation for 
them, we have time for that. If not, we can make it all an 
open forum Q&A session. I'm also happy to talk about 
other formats or if there are topics of particular interest 
to your membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bios for Chris and Matt? 
I can forward that if you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa. gQy 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
6/7/2019 3:13:55 PM 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 8:04 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; 

Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553-1 223 
stern .a llvn@epa .oov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlln~:iJ-=::mrle@epcLffW> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made 
that you might want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

l . There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different 

from others because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of 

mining activity, especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an 

exceptional area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt 
was very interested in the comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on 

the permitting timetable, the amount of analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide 

perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity- they said 

the Corps rejected EPA's request for study 
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b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated 

for just the planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in 

Alaska and 3x any other mine in the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and 
would have catastrophic impact on downstream waters and fisheries - and this does not 

even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected to expand 8x. TU said 
DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

'Nehling.carde@Depa.gov 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Mayer, Lauren[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=7E806D6189B44868A53FF4BDCE1 AF43E-MAYER, LAUR] 
Sent: Thur 6/6/2019 8:18:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 
LeeForsgren Bio 11.17 .docx 

Attached is Lee's bio and headshot. 

Best, 
Lauren 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 4:17 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mayer, Lauren <mayer.lauren@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 

Lauren- can you share? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 6, 2019, at 4:15 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Allison - do you have a bio for Lee? I searched online but didn't find one. 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 12:08 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne 
<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; 
Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Aguirre, Janita <Aguirre.Janita@epa.gov>; Tovar, Katlyn 
<tovar.katlyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Rob -- info as requested, for incorporation into Matt's remarks 

All- count Lee in for the fish processors meeting, Bristol bay prep meeting, and any other meetings that make 
sense that day. Can you send any outlook meeting invitations to Lee and share with me, Janita and Katie (cc'ed) any 
meeting materials ( agendas, etc). ? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 6, 2019, at 3:03 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Information on Fisheries and Mining Resources in the Bristol Bay area: 

From the ppt I mentioned: 

Biological Resources: 
• Bristol Bay produces almost half of world's sockeye salmon 
• Kvichak watershed world's largest producer of sockeye salmon 
• Nushagak watershed frequently at or near world's largest producer of Chinook salmon 

Biological Resources Support: 
• 14,000 jobs, generates $480 million annually in direct economic expenditures and sales 

ED_002890_00138732-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



• Salmon fishery valued at $1.5 billion annually 
• 4,000-year-old subsistence fishery for Alaska Natives 

Geological Resources: 

• At least 10 claims with more than minimal exploration, including Pebble. 

• Pebble deposit: low-grade, with copper, gold, and molybdenum 

• According to NDM, Pebble could: 
• Be largest mine of its type in North America 

• Produce 3,000 jobs in AK 

• Contribute $2.7 billion to US GDP annually 

• Economics of mining the Pebble deposit are speculative 

• Since 2001, four major mining companies have walked away from Pebble project 

From EPA's Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment [Executive summary-- 20141: 

Ecological Resources 

The Bristol Bay watershed provides habitat for numerous animal species, including at least 29 fish 

species, more than 40 terrestrial mammal species, and more than 190 bird species. Many of these 

species are essential to the structure and function of the region's ecosystems and current economies. 
The Bristol Bay watershed supports several wilderness compatible and sustainable economic sectors, 

such as commercial, sport, and subsistence fishing; sport and subsistence hunting; and nonconsumptive 

recreation. Considering all these sectors, the Bristol Bay watershed's ecological resources generated 

nearly $480 million in direct economic expenditures and sales in 2009 and provided employment for 
over 14,000 full- and part-time workers. Chief among these ecological resources are world-class 

commercial and sport fisheries for Pacific salmon and other salmonids. The region's commercial salmon 
fishery generates the largest component of economic activity. The watershed supports production of all 

five species of Pacific salmon found in North America: sockeye (Oncorhynchus nerka), coho (0. kisutch), 

Chinook (0. tshawytscha), chum (0. keta), and pink (0. gorbuscha). These fishes are anadromous, 

meaning that they hatch and rear in freshwater systems, migrate to sea to grow to adult size, and return 

to freshwater systems to spawn and die. Because no hatchery fish are raised or released in the 

watershed, Bristol Bay's salmon populations are entirely wild. The most abundant salmon species in the 
Bristol Bay watershed is sockeye salmon. The watershed supports the largest sockeye salmon fishery in 

the world, with approximately 46% of the average global abundance of wild sockeye salmon. Between 

1990 and 2009, the annual average inshore run of sockeye salmon in Bristol Bay was approximately 37.5 

million fish. Annual commercial harvest of sockeye over this same period averaged 25. 7 million fish. 

Approximately half of Bristol Bay's sockeye salmon production is from the Nushagak and Kvichak River 

watersheds, the main area of focus for this assessment. Chinook salmon are also abundant in the region. 
Chinook returns to the Nushagak River are consistently greater than 100,000 fish per year and have 

exceeded 200,000 fish in 11 years between 1966 and 2010, frequently placing Nushagak River Chinook 
runs at or near the world's largest. This is noteworthy given the Nushagak River's small watershed area 

compared to other Chinook-producing rivers such as the Yukon River, which spans Alaska and much of 

northwestern Canada, and the Kuskokwim River in southwestern Alaska, just north of Bristol Bay. The 

Bristol Bay watershed also supports populations of non-salmon fishes that typically (but not always) 
remain in the watershed's freshwater habitats throughout their life cycles. The region contains highly 

productive waters for sport and subsistence fish species, including rainbow trout (0. mykiss), Dolly 

Varden (Salvelinus malma), Arctic char (S. alpinus), lake trout (S. namaycush), Arctic grayling (Thymallus 

arcticus), northern pike (Esox lucius), and humpback whitefish (Coregonus pidschian). These fishes 

occupy a variety of habitats in the watershed, from headwater streams to wetlands to large rivers and 

lakes. The Bristol Bay region is especially renowned for the size and abundance of its rainbow trout: 
between 2003 and 2007, an estimated 183,000 rainbow trout were caught in the Bristol Bay 

Management Area. 

Geological Resources 

In addition to significant and valuable ecological resources, the Nushagak and Kvichak River watersheds 

contain considerable mineral resources. The potential for large-scale mine development in the region is 
greatest for copper deposits and, to a lesser extent, for intrusion-related gold deposits. Because these 
deposits are low-grade- meaning that they contain relatively small amounts of metals relative to the 

amount of ore-mining will be economic only if conducted over large areas and will necessarily produce 
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large amounts of waste material. The largest known and most explored deposit is the Pebble deposit. If 
fully mined, the claim holder estimates that the Pebble deposit would produce more than 11 billion tons 

of ore, which would make it the largest mine of its type in North America. A mine at the Pebble deposit 

could ultimately generate revenues between $300 billion to $500 billion over the life of the mine, as well 

as provide more than 2,000 jobs during mine construction and more than 1,000 jobs during mine 

operation. Although the Pebble deposit represents the most imminent site of mine development, other 

mineral deposits with potentially significant resources exist in the Nushagak and Kvichak River 
watersheds. Ten specific claims with more than minimal recent exploration (in addition to the Pebble 

deposit claim) have been filed for copper deposits. Most of these claims are near the Pebble deposit. 

The potential impacts of large-scale mining considered in this assessment are generally applicable to 

these other sites. 

From the DRAFT materials Matt was provided earlier this week: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

[)?]<Picture (Device 
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R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied 
Science Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-

D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, 
Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Kelly, Christine M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
From: Brown, DonaldM[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A96EB91092DB4B3D892EBDD5514E82A9-BROWN, DONALD M.] 
Sent: Thur 5/23/2019 3:51 :32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay 05232019.docx 

Thank you Ashley and Erik for providing comments/edits to the RA's briefing document. We finally have our meeting with Chris 
and Michelle scheduled for next Tuesday at 3pm. I have cleaned up the briefing document and plan to send it along with the draft 
RFC response to the RA this morning. If anyone else has any comments, please let me know as soon as possible. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM "ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 5:34 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Hi - My edits are attached. Thanks! 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 2:36 PM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Donald, 
Donald, 

Thanks for putting this together! 

Below is a sentence I propose in the attached draft that I would like to get some additional input on - from Ashley, Palmer or Heidi. 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Erik Peterson 
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U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 12:51 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson

Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Good Afternoon All, 

Attached you will find a draft of the briefing paper developed to inform the RA regarding our meeting next on the draft response to 

CE l's RFC. I have yet to see the actual meeting created, but will check in with the RA's office to ensure that a meeting will take 

place. Please review the briefing paper to ensure I included all of the necessary items and that they are consistent with this process 

as well as the entire Bristol Bay assessment. I have also included the draft response, which I will also include in my message to the 
RA. Please provide any comments to me as soon as you can as I need to provide this to the RA by tomorrow morning. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Brown, DonaldM[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A96EB91092DB4B3D892EBDD5514E82A9-BROWN, DONALD M.] 
Sent: Wed 5/22/2019 10:34:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Template Bristol Bay Erik Peterson.docx 

Latest briefing paper for Chris. Ashley has yet to add her comments, which she plans to work on this afternoon. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM "ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 2:36 PM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Donald, 
Donald, 

Thanks for putting this together! 

Below is a sentence I propose in the attached draft that I would like to get some additional input on - from Ashley, Palmer or Heidi. 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 12:51 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE REVIEW ASAP - Briefing Paper for RA on Bristol Bay RFC 

Good Afternoon All, 

Attached you will find a draft of the briefing paper developed to inform the RA regarding our meeting next on the draft response to 
CE l's RFC. I have yet to see the actual meeting created, but will check in with the RA's office to ensure that a meeting will take 
place. Please review the briefing paper to ensure I included all of the necessary items and that they are consistent with this process 
as well as the entire Bristol Bay assessment. I have also included the draft response, which I will also include in my message to the 
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RA. Please provide any comments to me as soon as you can as I need to provide this to the RA by tomorrow morning. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Steiner-Riley, Cara[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0BEF7D04F2E64E4B8B90235A30CC7109-STEI NER-RI LEY, CARA] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 6:06:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft Message: EPA Visit to Bristol Bay 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:10 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Message: EPA Visit to Bristol Bay 

Hi Tami, 
! . 
' ' i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ~o I asked Joyce to cancel our meeting. Let's hold on further trip planning until we can talk to Chris. 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Thanks, 

Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office:_ (206) 553-1234 __ _ 
Cell:: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 

j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 5:35 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Message: EPA Visit to Bristol Bay 

Good Afternoon, 

For our meeting on Monday, the proposed draft message in response to the requests that I am receiving from stakeholders for an 
email message. Additionally, the latest draft itinerary. I am copying Pam so that the message below and the itinerary can be 
printed for Chris. 

Ashley has reviewed the message below, if I receive any additional edits from Cara I will let you know Monday morning. 

I look forward to talking with you on Monday. 

Tami 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Siciliano, CarolAnn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0E84B7F6DDD4D92B99B2DBA90AA86B1 -CSICI LIA] 
Sent: Fri 5/3/2019 2:38:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Yes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, May 02, 2019 8:20 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Does that mean we should plan to have Matt in the Regional office on June 10? 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 2, 2019, at 4:00 PM, Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Got it. Thanks, Allyn. I've chatted with Dave. He thinks 4+1 would work. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 2:40 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

I estimated three days but seems like I was wrong about that. I was hoping Matt could just tack on one day to visit he 
Region but Dave Allnutt told me that he probably needed all five days in Alaska. Maybe Matt will need to plan a 
separate visit to the Region. 
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Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Date: May 1, 2019 at 1:51:59 PM EDT 

To: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, 
"Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Detwiler, 

Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>, "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

. Than ks_ Ca_ro I_ Ann. __ A_ co u pJ e of rea_l _qui ck. reactions._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

<image001.png> R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 10:34 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 14. Matt would fly to Seattle on 

Sunday night. He wants to spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at Region lO's office and 

meeting with the local bar. Then, he would focus on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 

a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me know if makes sense, or whether it 
should be 1 day in Seattle and the rest of the week in BB. 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not 
yet raised the possibility of inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt made this decision. 

However, Allyn suggested David to Matt later this morning. Matt took it under 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

advisement. I believe David would join in addition to Lee, not in place of him.! Ex.5DeliberativeProcess(DP) i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! , · 
)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, Dillingham, lliamna) 

~ 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 1 

; 
; 
; 
; 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for 
your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him 

make time-sensitive decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful 

background it contains, I would like to do so - if Matt needs more information before making 
logistics decisions. Of course, I am only the Queen of the Land of Logistics. Although I've crept 

into substance with item #4 (soliciting further comment), I leave the substance of that topic 
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entirely to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make 

decisions re: logistics for his trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated 

Cara's point and all of Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

<image001.png> R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 
<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel 
plans for Chris and Matt since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of 
travel in this region and start figuring out logistics, not to start discussions on the PD or next steps. That 
issue came up only because we were discussing previous visits and who travelled where for what 
purposes.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

! ______________________ · _____________________ Ex_. __ 5 ___ De I _i be _rat iv e ___ P r o_c es s ___( D_ P) ____________________________________ · _____ i 
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.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 

1 Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to 
assist as needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. 

Please send me corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by 

COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great 

time to yisit_becau_se _the_ comme_rcia_l_salmon _fishing__season_ is_not_expected_to_ beg_in _until __________ ~ 

June 1s.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i . Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) r·-·-·-·-·: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a 

broad spectrum of views in the following three locations: 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's 

proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed 
to solicit additional public comment before moving forward with a decision on whether to 

move forward with withdrawal or move forwards with Proposed Determination. 
Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as 
the BB decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Fordham, 
Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov] 
From: Siciliano, CarolAnn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0E84B7F6DDD4D92B99B2DBA90AA86B1 -CSICI LIA] 
Sent: Thur 5/2/2019 11 :23:50 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

I will attend Reg Review. No need to put it on your agenda. I'll follow up separately. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:28 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, 
Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Will matt expect to discuss at wlo reg review tomorrow? we have avery full agenda and WLO hasn't been involved so my 
preference would be for those conversations to continue as they have been facilitiated by CAS with the region and Matt. CAS - are 
you going to come and if he asks anything you can say you'll follow uop separately? 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 4:18 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, 
Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thank you, all. I understand now that EPA is paying for the helicopter tour. (excellent) I also understand that four days 

is necessary. I also understand that we cannot wait until the RA's return to nail down the mine tour. Finally, I 

understand Tami is preparing a straw itinerary. 

I will explain this to Matt, urge him to OK an EPA-paid mine tour this week, and then he can work with the RA later to 
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figure out whether he is going to participate. I will share with Matt Patty's points. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 2:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, 
Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

All-

I would also like to clarify that we have participated in tours of the proposed mine site in order to observe site conditions and put 
into perspective layouts for proposed mine site features. We do not consider the mine site tour as a gift since we pay for travel to 
lliamna and pay for the helicopter time traveling to and around the proposed mine site. 
Just wanted to clarify this point. 

Patty 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: 14-D12 
Office: (206) 553-6113 
Cell: (206) 743-7068 
mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 10:52 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, 
Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thanks Carol Ann. A couple of real quick reactions. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
! i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 10:34 AM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 14. Matt would fly to Seattle on Sunday night. He wants to 

spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at Region lO's office and meeting with the local bar. Then, he would focus 

on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 

a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me know if makes sense, or whether it should be 1 day in Seattle 
and the rest of the week in BB. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not yet raised the possibility of 

inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt made this decision. However, Allyn suggested David to Matt later this 
_____ mo.rn.L11EL.JY.l.a.tUonk.Jt_under__a.dvise.m.enL.l.b.eHeve..D.a11Jd.w.nuld_\oin in addition to Lee, not in place of him. And if 

l _____________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative __ Process __ {_DP) ______________________ ! 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, Dillingham, lliamna) 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ] 
j_-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him make time-sensitive 

decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful background it contains, I would like to do so - ii 
Matt needs more information before making logistics decisions. Of course, I am only the Queen of the Land of Logistics. 

Although I've crept into substance with item #4 (soliciting further comment), I leave the substance of that topic entirely 

to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make decisions re: logistics for his 

trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated Cara's point and all of Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 
<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

ED_002890_00138857-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel plans for Chris and Matt 

since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of travel in this region and start figuring out logistics, 
not to start discussions on the PD or next steps .. That_issue came_u_p only because we were. discussing_ previous visits_a_nd_who ______________ , 

travelled where for what purposes.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-, 

I-----~-~-:----~---~!-~-~-~!-~~-!-~-~!----~-~~~!-~-~---!-~-~) ____ I 
From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to assist as needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. Please send me 

corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by COB Wednesday. 
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1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great time to visit because the 

!-· comme_rcia ___ salmo_n fish_ing _season_ is_ not_ex_pected _to_ begin _unt_il_June __ lS. : ___ Ex. __ 5_ De_liberati_ve __ Process(DP) !-! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a spectrum of views 

in the three locations: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's proposal to withdraw the 

2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed to solicit itiona comment before moving 

forwa with a decision on whether to move forward with withdrawa or move forwards with 
Determination. Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as the BB decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
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(202) 564-5489 

ED_002890_00138857-00007 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 5/2/2019 12:55:04 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Adding Michelle, as she may be speaking with Chris tomorrow. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Fordham, Tami 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 3:41 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

!-----------------------------------------------------------~-~-~----~----1?-~ __ l __ ~--~-~-~~!-~.Y-~-----~--~-~-~~~-~----( __ I?_~_) _______________________________________________________ ___! 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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On May 1, 2019, at 4:31 PM, Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> wrote: 

Adding Ashley, thanks Tami. 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 1:26 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

From: Fordham, Tami 

Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 1:11 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

I am still working on estimated costs, but I wanted to get this draft to you ASAP. I would appreciate your review 

before I send to the larger group. If Ashley should see this, please forward. Should anyone else see this before 

sending to the HQ team? 

Please note: Flights to lliamna are already booking up, so getting reservations completed ASAP is critical. These 
flights only accommodate up to 9 passengers. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Please let me know once you have had a chance to review. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:52 AM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thanks Carol Ann. A couple of real quick reactions. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00138858-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



<image001.png> R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 14. Matt would fly to Seattle on Sunday night. He 

wants to spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at Region lO's office and meeting with the local bar. 

Then, he would focus on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 

a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me know if makes sense, or whether it should be 1 
day in Seattle and the rest of the week in BB. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not yet raised the 

possibility of inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt made this decision. However, Allyn suggested 

David to Matt later this morning. Matt took it under advisement. I believe David would join in addition 

to Lee. not in place of him.! ________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative __ Process_ (_DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, Dillingham, lliamna) 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
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Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him make time

sensitive decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful background it contains, I 

would like to do so - iiMatt needs more information before making logistics decisions. Of course, I am only 

the Queen of the Land of Logistics. Although I've crept into substance with item #4 (soliciting further 

comment), I leave the substance of that topic entirely to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make decisions re: 

logistics for his trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated Cara's point and all of 

Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

<imageOOLpng> R. David Allnutt. Director 
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From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 

Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 

U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155, 14-D12 

Seattle. Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 

David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel plans for 

Chris and Matt since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of travel in this region 
and start figuring out logistics, not to start discussions on the PD or next steps._That issue_came_ up only because_we _______________ _ 

were discussing previous visits and who travelled where for what purposes.l_ _____________ l§~:--~--~E:-~i!1._E:_~~!.~~~--i:>!~<?.~:>-~.-(Q_i:>) ___________ ___! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to assist as 

needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. Please send 

me corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great time to visit 
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_______ beca_use_ the_commercial_ sa_lmon_ fis_hing season_is_not_expected_ to_begin_ u_ntil_Jun_e _15. _L.,.5Mbernt;v,Pcocess(DP) ! __________ , 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a broad 

spectrum of views in the following three locations: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's proposal to 

withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed to solicit additional public 
comment before moving forward with a decision on whether to move forward with withdrawal or 

move forwards with Proposed Determination. Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as the BB 
decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 
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Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; 
Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Detwiler, Susan K.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1 FSFDE309E84A43A75E34E234C1 C680-DETWILER, S] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 5:36:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

All: David & I talked this morning. Tami is pulling together a draft itinerary based on the info below - she'll email the 

draft to the folks on this email later today. We can figure out how to proceed after that. 

Sue 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 8:31 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Who is in charge of the itinerary for Matt's trip? I am in DC and just talked with him about the dates and he said to lock in the week 
of June 10-14. He said he would fly in on Sunday, meet with the Region on Monday, and go to Alaska Tuesday-Friday - if that works 
for everyone else. He seemed very flexible with how to plan the time that week though. He would like to see an itinerary when we 
have it and let me know if I should coordinate with Justina on any ethics issues - for example, I'm presuming we pay for the 
helicopter flight but not sure whether we coordinate in advance win OGC ethics. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Date: May 1, 2019 at 9:04:59 AM EDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, 
Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

I agree. I'll mention it to Matt. WLO, perhaps you could too (once David gets back)? 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:35 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
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<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Also - please include the question about David F joining him. I think it would be a good idea. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 1, 2019, at 7:34 AM, Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for 

your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him 

make time-sensitive decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful 

background it contains, I would like to do so - if Matt needs more information before making 

logistics decisions. Of course, I am only the Queen of the Land of Logistics. Although I've crept 

into substance with item #4 (soliciting further comment), I leave the substance of that topic 

entirely to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make 

decisions re: logistics for his trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated 

Cara's point and all of Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

<image001.png> 
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R. David Allnutt. Director 

Laboratory Services and Applied Science 

Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
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Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 
<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel 

plans for Chris and Matt since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of 
travel in this region and start figuring out logistics, not to start discussions on the PD or next steps. That 

issue came_up only becau_se we_ were_ discussin_g previous visits_and _w_ho _travelled where for what·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

__ pu_rposes. i ____________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De Ii be_rat_ive _Process_ (DP) __________________________________________________ __!_ __ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to 
assist as needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. 

Please send me corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by 

COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great 

time to visit because the commercial salmon fishing season is not expected to begin until 
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June 1s; Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 

! , Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) !. 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a 

broad spectrum of views in the following three locations: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's 

proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed 
to solicit additional public comment before moving forward with a decision on whether to 

move forward with withdrawal or move forwards with Proposed Determination. 
Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as 
the BB decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
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Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

<Bristol Bay Trip Decisions table 4.30.19.docx> 
<Notes from Conversation with Region 10.docx> 
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Notes from Conversation with Region 10 
To Plan Matt's Visit to Bristol Bay 

4/30/19 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. 
Please send me corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by 
COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great 
time to yisit because _the _commercial_salmon_fishing season_is_not _expected. to. begin.until ___ , 
June 15] Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

l__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. __ 5 . De Ii berative. Process_ (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a 
broad spectrum of views in the following three locations: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

' CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's 
proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt 
committed to solicit additional public comment before moving forward with a decision 
on whether to move forward with withdrawal or move forwards with Proposed 
Determination. Question for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as 
the BB decision-maker. 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 5/9/2019 12:33: 17 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Allnutt, David has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Draft Itinerary 5.1.19 .doc:x 

The itinerary that I sent Carol Ann is the same one that it looks like you received from Tami. It assumed an 8am Tuesday departure 
from SEA. As discussed, I think a Monday night arrival in ANC would be preferred. 

From: Allnutt, David 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 02, 2019 3:37 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

From: Fordham, Tami 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 1:11 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

I am still working on estimated costs, but I wanted to get this draft to you ASAP. I would appreciate your review before I send to 
the larger group. If Ashley should see this, please forward. Should anyone else see this before sending to the HQ team? 
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Please note: Flights to lliamna are already booking up, so getting reservations completed ASAP is critical. These flights only 
accommodate up to 9 passengers . 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Please let me know once you have had a chance to review. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:52 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, 
Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Thanks Carol Ann. A couple of real quick reactions. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 14. Matt would fly to Seattle on Sunday night. He wants to 

spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at Region lO's office and meeting with the local bar. Then, he would focus 

on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 
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a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me know if makes sense, or whether it should be 1 day in Seattle 
and the rest of the week in BB. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not yet raised the possibility of 

inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt made this decision. However, Allyn suggested David to Matt later this 

____ _m9-rn.f og_, _ _M_9_t_tt.9._q_~ __ it.!:!JJ9.~[.9_q_yj_~-~-m~_o_t_. __ _JJ~~_l.i~.Y-~ __ Q_9.Y..!9..J~3/_Q_!,!Jg_j o in in add it ion to Lee, not in p I ace of him. And if 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, Dillingham, lliamna) 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him make time-sensitive 

decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful background it contains, I would like to do so - ii 
Matt needs more information before making logistics decisions. Of course, I am only the Queen of the Land of Logistics. 

Although I've crept into substance with item #4 (soliciting further comment), I leave the substance of that topic entirely 
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to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make decisions re: logistics for his 

trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated Cara's point and all of Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 
<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel plans for Chris and Matt 
since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of travel in this region and start figuring out logistics, 
not to start discussions on the PD or next steps. That issue came up only because we were discussing previous visits and who 

travel I ed where for what pu rposesL__ ________________________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 _ Del_i berative Process (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

l----~-~-:----~---~~!-~-~~-~-~!-~-~-~---~-~~-~-!:~~--1~-~) ____ I 
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From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to assist as needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. Please send me 

corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by COB Wednesday. 

1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great time to visit because the 

commercial salmon fishing season is not expected to begin until June 15.! ___________ Ex._S_Del_iberative_Process_(DP) ________ ___! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
. ' 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a broad spectrum of views 

in the following three locations: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 
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4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's proposal to withdraw the 

2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed to solicit additional public comment before moving 

forward with a decision on whether to move forward with withdrawal or move forwards with Proposed 
Determination. Questions for Matt: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as the BB decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Tue 5/7/2019 6:04:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: CMS (Kobylarz and Leopold): Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 
19-000-2365 Final Response Giessel Coghill Costello.pdf 

FYI 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 8:27 AM 
To: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Hi Meredith -

Below is additional information from Erik Peterson, the RlO Bristol Bay program lead, about the current process regarding Bristol 
Bay-related correspondence. As you will see, the Region and others received and responded to previous correspondence from Mr. 
Allen (but not Mr. Kobylarz). I am ccing Erik Peterson and Ashley Palomaki (RlO ORC staff attorney) who worked out this process. I 
am also ccing Palmer Hough, the OW staff lead, who may have more information about where CMSs are saved at HQ. It seems that 
any CMSs sent to Matt should be added to the existing HQ CMS collection. Please let us know if you have any concerns or 
questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 5:04 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Heidi, 

The forwarded message below is the first I have seen from Mr. Kobylarz. We (myself, Chris Hladick, Andrew Wheeler in various 

-· com_bi_nati_ons) _have received _numerous _emailsfrom Tho_m_as_Allen._At_thi_s pointJ ________ Ex. __ 5 Deliberative Process {DPL _____ j 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 6:16 AM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Ashley/Erik - See note below. Is this the same person that has been emailing folks in Region 10? Can you send me the responses 

that have been prepared so I can share them with Rob and Meredith? 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Schroer, Lee 

Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 9:07 AM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Cody, Meredith" <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Date: April 26, 2019 at 8:44:28 AM EDT 

To: OGC WLO MGMT <OGC WLO MGMT@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Good morning, 

Matt has asked Rob and me to work on a draft response for emails like the one below. Rob suggested that I reach out 

to you to find out if there is a docket or formal mechanism for collecting and responding to emails such as these, and 

whether you can advise on a proper response? 

Thanks, 

Meredith 

Meredith Cody 
Attorney-Adviser 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-7161 

cody.meredith@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019 4:13 PM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Hi Rob/Meredith, 

Could you work together to draft a response for these types of emails. 

Thanks, Matt 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Michael Kobylarz. Ex._ 6 _Personal __ Privacy_(PP)___! 

Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019 3:35 PM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Pebble Mine - Proposed Determination 

Good afternoon. Just re-sending in case you have not had a chance to read through the e-mail I sent. 

Thanks again for your attention. 

On Wed, Apr 24, 2019 at 9:29 AM Michael Kobylarz j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ~rote: 
Good morning. L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

I am writing to encourage you to remove the Proposed Determination in regards to the Pebble Mine in Alaska. 

The ACoE has released the Draft EIS, and there information contained presents no reason for the Proposed 

Determination to remain. The Draft EIS shows that the issues that caused the Proposed Determination to be put 

forward in the first place have either been addressed or were never correct from the beginning. 

The current administration has made it a stated goal to prevent overreach. The removal of this Proposed 
Determination would fit into these guidelines. I encourage you to remove this immediately. 
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Thank you. 

Michael Kobylarz 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 5:48:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ] 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 10:42 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 9:27 AM 
To: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 
<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Notice 

Not completely final, but close to final draft. Waiting to hear whether Chris has edits. 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, Leah[Brown.Leah@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 3:08:28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Thanks. I just talked to Heidi to get caught up. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 8:05 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 

Heidi's edits in response to Matt's comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 6:44:39 AM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Stern, 
Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Attached is a clean version with all of your edits accepted. I added clarifying language to the sentence you flagged on 

page 12 tol_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process ( D_P) _·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ] 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 11:31 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
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From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 
recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 

separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 2:45: 16 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Thanks. I'm reading it now. Just talked to Heidi and got caught up. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 10:01 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 

The latest and close to final draft. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 28, 2019 at 8:31:21 PM PDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 

recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 

separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 6:4 7:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Questions from CNN re Pebble Mine 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 2:04 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Questions from CNN re Pebble Mine 

' ' 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Risley, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:47 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Questions from CNN re Pebble Mine 

My understanding is that OGC is primary on this topics. With that understanding, we were hoping to review any draft you all 
provide. If my understanding is incorrect, please let me know. 

David Risley 
EPA Office of Water 
Acting Deputy Communications Director 
202-343-9177 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:40 PM 
To: Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Questions from CNN re Pebble Mine 

Looping in WLO folks for consideration here. Does OW or Region 10 have proposed responses? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Hackel, Angela 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:21 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov>; Fuld, John <Fuld.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble Mine 

Hi Robert, 

We received the below questions from CNN. Can OGC please advise on how you all would like to respond (I have CC'd in RlO and 
OW). 

Thanks, 

Angela 

CNN: Pebble Mine 
Deadline 2/26: 10 am 
Inquiry: 

CNN is continuing to follow developments with the permitting of the Pebble Project 
(Pebble Mine) in Alaska. We have several questions we are submitting to EPA 
headquarters for a report that could be published as early as tomorrow (Friday July 26, 
2019). 

*Has the EPA's "proposed determination" under section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
changed? 

*If so, what is the decision and when was it made? 

*If the EPA has removed the "determination", who made that decision? 

*Upon restoring the special protections for Bristol Bay last year (January 26, 2018), the 
EPA press release made it clear the Pebble Project could still apply for a permit, but 
included this statement: 
. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes the risk to Bristol Bay 
may be unacceptable. (January 26, 2018 EPA) 

*Does the EPA still believe the permit application must clear a high bar? 

*It is clear from the attached letter, region 10 EPA administration Chris Hladick believes 
the Pebble Project still poses significant risks to the Bristol Bay Watershed and that the 
Army Corps of Engineers EIS study inadequately addressed the EPA's environmental 
concerns. Does the EPA leadership share Hladick's concerns? 
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Angela Hackel 
Office of Public Affairs 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 
Office: 202.566.2977 

Ce 11 : ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 2:54:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: com ms materials for pebble announcement on friday of this week? thanks ng 

I don't know anything about timing. Adding Steve just in case he knows anything. 

Steve - Rob Stachowiak forwarded me the message below.! ___________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative _ process __ (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· j 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 10:53 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: com ms materials for pebble announcement on friday of this week? thanks ng 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 6:27 AM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

I was responding to this inquiry. 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 9:22 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: com ms materials for pebble announcement on friday of this week? thanks ng 

Have you seen anything on this? 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Date: July 24, 2019 at 9:14:01 AM EDT 
To: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Risley, David" <Risley.David@epa.gov>, 
"Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: comms materials for pebble announcement on friday of this week? thanks ng 

Looping Rob in OGC 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 8:18 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: com ms materials for pebble announcement on friday of this week? thanks ng 
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Nancy Grantham 
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Public Affairs 

;-·-?.Qk~§+-_§~_7-~-.( desk) 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) [ cell) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

gra nth am. rm ncy@epa.gov 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Steiner-Riley, Cara[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0BEF7D04F2E64E4B8B90235A30CC7109-STEI NER-RI LEY, CARA] 
Sent: Fri 12/21/2018 6:20:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft response to Pebble Limited Partnership letter 
19-000-1541 Collier Draft Letter.docx 
19-000-1541 Correspondence.pdf 

Here is the proposed draft letter that is not going out. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, December 21, 2018 10:12 AM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft response to Pebble Limited Partnership letter 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 2:57 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft response to Pebble Limited Partnership letter 

Hi David, 

Attached is Region lO's draft response to PLP's most recent incoming letter (also attached here). OW is sharing this version with 
Lee. It reflects OW review up through John Goodin. We wanted to make sure you were aware of the response and to see if you 
have any edits. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Steiner-Riley, Cara[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0BEF7D04F2E64E4B8B90235A30CC7109-STEI NER-RI LEY, CARA] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 7:4 7:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 
Bristol Bay Presentation Darwin Feb. 2019.pdf 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 

Connie, thank you for printing and sharing these with Henry before he gets on his flight this afternoon. 

Pam, please add this pdf to the calendar invite. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 2/21/2019 9:09:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: reg review question? 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 1:08 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: reg review question? 

We asked today. David said that he doesn't need a briefing and that he has had a number of conversations with Matt about BB and 
doesn't think Matt needs anything either. 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 6:29 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: reg review question? 

Yep. Will ask. Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Feb 20, 2019, at 5:43 PM, Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi-Ashley and I were just thinking that maybe you should ask at your reg review tomorrow if i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process(DP) : 

[-----------------·-Ex:-·s·-oefiiJeraffv·e-·P·rocess·(~P-f--R~Ht?.~-~;~:e1~~~~~~;~-~Ju~1,Hie·p-pflar-n·e~~--1 

does not address these issues. We realized that Lee, Chris, Henry, Justin, and Rob Tomiak have had background 
briefings but Matt and David F have not. What do you think? 

Cara Steiner-Riley, Manager 
Water Law Group 
US EPA, Region 10 
1200 6th Ave, Suite 900 
Seattle WA 98101 
(206) 553-1142 
steiner-riley.cara@epa.gov 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 2/21/2019 12:25:25 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft ppt for Darwin Briefing 
BB Presentation Darwin Feb. 2019.pptx 

Hi Allyn-

The draft ppt is attached for your review. Erik is asking for any feedback by end of week. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Allyn [/O=EXCHANGElABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDl T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, All YN] 
6/7/2019 6:51:54 PM 
Stachowiak, Robert [Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
Re: PSPA attendance list 

Also Chuck Blumenfeld is a lawyer at Perkins Coie. Not sure why they just list him as a contractor. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 

206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 11:49 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Got it - will put in binder 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (2310A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 2:43 PM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: PSPA attendance list 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 

206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> 

Date: June 7, 2019 at 11:30:08 AM PDT 

To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Ann Owens <admin@pspafish.net> 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting 

the EPA group to arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon 

their arrival. 

ED_ 002890_00140879-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 
Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 

John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 
Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 
Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 

Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 

A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 
Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 
President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@)pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! □ 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a 

couple of other things were brought to my attention on this end 

that are more state of AK permits issues. FYI - those are zones of 

deposit (specifically in this case relative to the Kodiak permit), and 

the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. The foam 

issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this 

point that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they 

are state issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 

I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other 

relevant issues they may wish to discuss and will advise you of 

them then. That is as soon as I can get you info. Our meeting 

tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go less than 60 

minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible 

attendees tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 
President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's 
office to finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or 
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should we make it 90 minutes? If we limit the discussion to Pebble, we 
probably could do that in an hour. It also depends on whether you have 
any information you want to present or if we want the whole thing to 
be Q&A. 

David All nut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that 
project will also attend. I can get you bias on everyone coming. If the 

interest goes beyond Pebble, I can also have Dan Opalski, the Water 
Office Director attend. If you can let me know today, that would be 
great. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

ED_002890_00140879-00004 

Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings 

until mid afternoon so will get something to you on 

additional topics before the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 
Pacific Seafood Processors Association 
1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98119 
glennr@pspafish.net 
www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Glenn Reed 
Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together 

his trip materials and I wondered if you have anything 
to add. If there isn't anything specific, can you give me 
an idea of the subjects you would be interested in? I'm 
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presuming Pebble Mine but wondered if there is also 

anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 

206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10:17 AM, Glenn Reed 

<glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on 

fir the 10th. 

I will have a layout to you by close of 

business on Friday. 

Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 

10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that 

we are still planning for June 10. Chris 
Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I plan to 
arrive between 1:30-2:00 (may be a 

little closer to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any formal 

remarks, so if you are interested in 

making any kind of presentation for 

them, we have time for that. If not, we 
can make it all an open forum Q&A 

session. I'm also happy to talk about 

other formats or if there are topics of 

particular interest to your 

membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bias for 

Chris and Matt? I can forward that if 
you like. 
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Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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Message 

From: Stern, Allyn [/O=EXCHANGElABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDl T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, All YN] 

6/7/2019 6:41:53 PM 

To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Glenn Reed [glennr@pspafish.net] 

Ann Owens [admin@pspafish.net] 

Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Also - from EPA, we have a few more: 

Chris Hladick, Regional Administrator 

Matt Leopold, General Counsel 

Lee Forsgren, Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Office of Water 

Allyn Stem, Regional Counsel, Region 10 

Dan Opalski, Water Division Director, Region 10 

David Allnutt, Laboratory Services & Applied Science Division Director 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 11 :30 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr(mpspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

My apologies for being so late in getting you this info. Again we are expecting the EPA group to 
arrive between 1:30 and 2 PM. We will begin the meeting upon their arrival. 

Here is the list of attendees I have so far. 

IN THE ROOM: 
Glenn Reed - President, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc. (www.pspsfish.net) 
Barry Collier, Presidnt/CEO, Peter Pan Seafoods 
Dave Hambleton, President/COO, North Pacific Seafoods 
Stefanie Moreland and/or Vic Sheibert, Both Sr. VP's, Trident Seafoods 
John Woodruff, CEO, Icicle Seafoods 
Chuck Blumenfeld, Contracted with PSPA 

ON THE PHONE: FYI -1-800-944-8766 / pin 

Mark Johahnson, CEO, Westward Seafoods 
Kristine Lynch and/or Nicole Kimball, Both VP's, PSPA 
Leauri Moore, Matt Moir, Phillip Mobilia 
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Others are likely to be added to both the attendance and call in lists .. 

A question for you, should we expect 3-4 people from EPA? 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 5:01 PM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

That sounds good. Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region l 0 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 4, 2019, at 4:52 PM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 

Hi Allyn, 

No apologies needed at all, keep bugging at will! Ill 

I think an hour will be enough. I have Pebble Mine on the list, a couple of other 
things were brought to my attention on this end that are more state of AK 

permits issues. FYI - those are zones of deposit (specifically in this case relative to 

the Kodiak permit), and the issue of "foam", also relative to the Kodiak permit. 

The foam issue does have a connection to EPA "nuisance" regs, but at this point 

that permit is in the hands of the State of AK. 

ED_002890_00140881-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



I have asked that people leave these out of the discussion as they are state 

issues, if they are brought up I'll re-focus the group. 

I am meeting with our group tommorrrow to discuss any other relevant issues 

they may wish to discuss and will advise you of them then. That is as soon as I 

can get you info. Our meeting tomorrow is at 10 a.m. Pacific time and should go 

less than 60 minutes. 

Thank you for the additional info. I will get you a list of possible attendees 

tomorrow as well. 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to keep bugging you but I'm getting pressed by Matt's office to 
finalize the agenda. I'm figuring an hour - is that enough? Or should we make it 
90 minutes? If we limit the discussion to Pebble, we probably could do that in an 
hour. It also depends on whether you have any information you want to present or 
if we want the whole thing to be Q&A. 

David Allnut, the Office Director in the Region responsible for that project will 
also attend. I can get you bios on everyone coming. If the interest goes beyond 
Pebble, 1 can also have Dan Opalski, the Water Office Director attend. If you can 
let me know today, that would be great. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region I 0 
206-553-1223 
stem.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jun 3, 2019, at 10:54 AM, Glenn Reed <glennr@pspafish.net> wrote: 
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Hey Allyn, 

Yes on Pebble Mine as a topic. I am in meetings until mid 

afternoon so will get something to you on additional topics before 

the end of the day. 

Thank you, 

Glenn 

Glenn E Reed 

President 

Pacific Seafood Processors Association 

1900 W. Emerson Place, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98119 

glennr@pspafish.net 

www.pspafish.net 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: Re: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - sorry to bug you but Matt is pulling together his trip 
materials and I wondered if you have anything to add. If there isn't 
anything specific, can you give me an idea of the subjects you 
would be interested in? I'm presuming Pebble Mine but wondered 
if there is also anything else? 

Thanks so much. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem .all yn(mepa. gov 

On May 29, 2019, at 10:17 AM, Glenn Reed 
<glennr@,pspafish.net> wrote: 

Allyn, 

Thank you for the note. Yes, we are on fir the 10th. 
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I will have a layout to you by close of business on 
Friday. 

Best, 
Glenn 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:04:05 AM 

To: Glenn Reed 

Subject: EPA visit on June 10 

Hi Glenn - just wanted to confirm that we are still 
planning for June l 0. Chris Hladick, Matt Leopold, and I 
plan to arrive between l :30-2:00 (may be a little closer 
to 2:00). 

Chris and Matt don't have any formal remarks, so if you 
are interested in making any kind of presentation for 
them, we have time for that. If not, we can make it all an 
open forum Q&A session. I'm also happy to talk about 
other formats or if there are topics of particular interest 
to your membership, just let me know. 

Would it be helpful to have the bios for Chris and Matt? 
I can forward that if you like. 

Thanks again for hosting. 

Allyn Stem 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region IO 
206-553-1223 
stem. all vn(a),epa.gov 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Tue 5/28/2019 7:35:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Draft Itinerary 5.16.19 .asd.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Date: May 21, 2019 at 11 :58:48 AM PDT 
To: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.Caro!Ann c e a. ov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Mutz, John" <mutz.john@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 
<Stachowiak.Robert me a. ov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Good afternoon, Please see the updated draft itinerary for the Alaska travel beginning Monday evening. The 
stakeholder meetings are still being confirmed and so meeting times may change in each location, but at this point 
the flight times remain the same. Have all of the HQ travelers confirmed their flights? Do we know the final list of HQ 
travelers? 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the Alaska itinerary. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 5:29 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Dear patient friends - What is the latest information on Matt's itinerary for his travel to Seattle & 
Anchorage during the week of June 10? 

I am copying Fletcher Mutz, Matt's travel preparer, and Brian Frazier, who is assisting Lee Forsgren. 

Thank you. And, of course, if we owe you information, please let us know that too. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 
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To: Siciliano, CarolAnn[Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, 
Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 5:39:00 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Matt's BB visit: next steps -- MATT's direction 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On May 1, 2019, at 1 :33 PM, Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.Caro!Ann c e 

1. Dates: YES, confirmed for June 10 through June 14. Matt would fly to Seattle on Sunday night. He 

wants to spend Monday and (part of?) Tuesday at Region lO's office and meeting with the local bar. 

Then, he would focus on Bristol Bay on Wed-Friday. 

a. Action Item: Region 10 & WLO: please let me know if makes sense, or whether it should be 1 
day in Seattle and the rest of the week in BB. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Anyone from HQ joining Matt? YES. Matt wants to invite Lee Forsgren. We had not yet raised the 

possibility of inviting David Fotouhi at the time Matt made this decision. However, Allyn suggested 

David to Matt later this morning. Matt took it under advisement. I believe David would join in addition 

to Lee, not in place of him. ! ______ Ex_. __ 5 ___ Del_i be_rative ___ Pro_cess ___ (D_P) __ ___i 

4. Stakeholder meetings? YES (Anchorage, Dillingham, lliamna) 

! ' ! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 
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Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thank you, Cara and Dave. These are very helpful amendments, Dave. And thank you, Cara, for your note. 

WLO, I have not shared this email with Matt. Instead, I sent him the attached table to help him make time

sensitive decisions. With the improvements to the email, however, and the useful background it contains, I 

would like to do so - iiMatt needs more information before making logistics decisions. Of course, I am only 

the Queen of the Land of Logistics. Although I've crept into substance with item #4 (soliciting further 

comment), I leave the substance of that topic entirely to you. 

Rob will follow up with Matt this morning. Rob, if Matt needs more information to make decisions re: 

logistics for his trip, could you give him the Notes attached here? I incorporated Cara's point and all of 

Dave's changes. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.g.QY> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

CAS - agree with Cara. some thoughts in red below. 
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From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 

Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155, 14-D12 
Seattle. Washington 98101-3123 

(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 4:12 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 

David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Hi Steve-David Allnutt was asked yesterday by Michelle Pirzadeh to follow up with Carol Ann on travel plans for 

Chris and Matt since Allyn was out of town. Our goal was to start explaining the complexities of travel in this region 
and start figuring out logistics, not to start discussions on the PD or next steps. That issue came up only because we 

. were _discussing _previous visits_ an_d_ who travel_led _where for_ what_purposes.i _______ Ex. __ 5 _Deliberative __ Process _{DP) ____ ! ____ _ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 2:35 PM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara 

<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for the info. Not sure if my folks were on the call; adding them so have the info if not. Happy to assist as 

needed. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:46 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's BB visit: next steps 

Thanks for a great call this morning. I have promised to execute the following next steps. Please send 

me corrections and additions. I will work hard to get answers from Matt by COB Wednesday. 
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1. Dates: Lock in June 10-14 as the dates for Matt's travel to Bristol Bay. This is a great time to visit 

because the commercia salmon fishing season is not to until June 15.! Ex.5DeliberativeProcess(DP) ! 

[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i; 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

3. Stakeholder Meetings: Dave recommends that Matt meet stakeholders representing a 

spectrum of views in the following three locations: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

CAS Action Item: confirm Matt's interest in this proposed itinerary. 

4. Solicit Comment on next Proposed Determination? After soliciting comment on EPA's proposal to 

withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination, Administrator Pruitt committed to solicit itiona 
comment before moving forward with a decision on whether to move forward with withdrawa or 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-move. fo rwa_ rd s . with_ Pro pose_d . D et e rm in at ion. __ Questions for. M a_tt: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

5. Delegation: CAS will send to Dave and Cara the signed delegation identifying Matt as the BB 
decision-maker. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 
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WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Sat 3/30/2019 12:07:20 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Sounds like a good plan. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Mar 29, 2019, at 5:05 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Erik - on Monday, let's discuss how to get this CMS over the finish line. 

Allyn -fyi only. Unless you want to handle otherwise, we'll route this through the usual suspects (including Ashley or 
Cara) and present to Chris for signature. 

R. David Allnutt. Director <image00l.png> 
<image005.png> 

<image006.png> <image007.png> 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 

1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 4:54 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

As we discussed. Thank you! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 29, 2019 at 11:55:10 AM PDT 
To: "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.g.QY> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Please see my edits tracked in the attached draft for your consideration. I'd be glad to discuss further; 
thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 3:36 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hello David, 

Chris asked me to send you the attached draft letter for your review and comments. I have added, and 
highlighted in yellow, the language regarding EPA's involvement in the EIS process per Ryan's request. 

Thank you, 

Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 

Deputy Regional Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 

Office: (206) 553-1234 

Cell:[__~~~~-~-~,~~-~a~-~~;~-~c_Y_(~-~l_j 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 9:07 AM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

We need to put on the list for discussion 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 26, 2019 at 6:58:01 PM PDT 
To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Jackson, Ryan" 
<jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

If you wouldn't mind sending me reworked versions of your team's drafts, I would be glad 
to review and revise as appropriate. Thanks, Chris. 

Best, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
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Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 9:29 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Thanks: 

So David are you working on that or should I mark up what we have and send to you and 
Lee for review. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Mar 26, 2019, at 2:38 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> wrote: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
; 
; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
1 
; 
; 
; 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ryan Jackson 

Chief of Staff 
,·-·-·-U..S.~.EPA ___________________ 

0 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

On Mar 4, 2019, at 9:22 PM, Hladick, Christopher 

<hladick.christopher@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ryan: 

We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one 
from Senate leadership from Alaska legislature. Also attached is 

a proposed response for your review. 

Thanks 

Chris 

<19-000-2365 _ Correspondence. pdf> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello.docx> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello 3-27-19.docx> 
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Cc: Brown, Leah[Brown.Leah@epa.gov] 
To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 3:05:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072919.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Heidi's edits in response to Matt's comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 6:44:39 AM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c e a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Attached is a clean version with all of your edits accepted. I added clarifying language to the sentence you flagged on 

l:~. page : 12 :to !.~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~Ex._: 5 ~:De 1: i be rat~:~ 5 ~ ;~ ~;~~ vt; ~)cess: ( D.P) :~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~: r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_i 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 11:31 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 
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Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 

recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 

separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 

ED_002890_00141178-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 5:01 :00 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 
DF edits to Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

The latest and close to final draft. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 28, 2019 at 8:31 :21 PM PDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c e a. ov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stem.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 
recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 
separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 
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Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 4/5/2019 5: 18:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Bristol Bay R10/HQ Policy Briefings 
2019 HQ Internal Meeting Request Form Bristol Bay 4.3.19.docx 
Pebble DEIS + 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 20190322.xlsx 

David, Patty, Molly, Ashley, Palmer, Heidi and Megan, 

I'm writing to provide an update on the progress scheduling the two policy check-ins for Bristol Bay and to get some feedback. 

Chris and Matt's schedulers -Joyce Canino and John Mutz - and I have talked through possible dates and times for the check-ins. 

The RA's office (Joyce) is ready to send out the invites as soon as I send her a confirmation message. I would like your feedback 
before I do so because our ideal times do not appear possible. 

Here is the situation ... 

Check-in 1 (over-arching issues, concurrent with HQ staff review of draft letters, after Molly and Patty have consolidated Associate 
Reviewer input into) 

• David F out April 22 - May 1 
• Chris out 4/24-5/8 

Check-in 2 (post-RlO Division Director Review (David), concurrent with HQ management review) 
• May 14th 11:30am - 12:30 pm PST is looking like the best time 
• This conflicts with the extended ET meeting in RlO, but this is relatively smaller conflict than ... 
• Matt out May 9 
• David F out 9th and 10th 

• Brittany out 9, 10, 13 
• I think Chris out May 15th 

Questions 

1. Any objections to the 2nd check-in being on May 14th? I plan to have invite sent today. 

2. Could use some help on learning more about David F's schedule, ie. can he call in during the 22nd? 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 1/28/2019 7:55:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1 /29/19 - Draft Agenda 

I do have one thing to add under NEPA: 

• Plan for compiling comments on the DEIS, including leveraging ORD expertise 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 2:38 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1/29/19 - Draft Agenda 

Patty, Ashley, Molly and Palmer, 

Draft agenda for check-in with David 1/29 at 9 am PST. Please send feedback by, if possible, 4 pm PST today. I'd like to add the 
agenda to the meeting invite before the end of the day. 

Agenda 

NEPA/Permit Oversight 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

Public Notice 

PLP's draft Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

CMS Pebble Limited Partnership 

FOIA 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Vaughan, Molly[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=89EEE45FCEA246B78BBBB46014FE7B12-VAUGHAN, MOLLY] 
Sent: Fri 11/16/2018 8:01 :48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay - Draft Agenda - 11/29 Allnutt Check-in 

Hi Erik - Patty and I do not have anything else to add either. 

Thanks! 
--Molly 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2018 10:36 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay - Draft Agenda - 11/29 Allnutt Check-in 

Hi Erik-

I do not have anything to add. McKeever is spelled with two Es - just FYI. 

Also - I have a status call with a federal judge for one of my enforcement cases at 9am on Tuesday. I'm not expecting it to take an 

hour so will probably just be late (probably by a half hour) but wanted to let you know. 

Thanks, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2018 10:59 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay - Draft Agenda - 11/29 Allnutt Check-in 

Patty, Molly, and Ashley, 

Draft agenda for 11/20 Allnutt check-in below. Please send feedback by 4pm today if possible. I'll add this to the calendar invite 
about then. If you have feedback later, we can update the calendar invite too. 

Permit Oversight/ NEPA Review Team 

Preliminary EIS review 

404(c) Team 

NEPA/404c coordination 

Competitive Enterprise Institute Information Quality Act Request for Correction or Withdrawal Regarding Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment 

FOIA 
• E&E News (011614) 
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• McKeaver FOIA Lawsuit 
• Trustees for Alaska 2 (0135) 

• HQ FOIA Role 

Congressional correspondence 

• Western Caucus (Gosar et al) - Forsgren signed final sent 9/16/18 

• Lamar Smith - nearly identical Forsgren signed final sent 10/18/18 

• De Fazio and Carper - in process 

June 2018 memo on 404c regulation revisions 

External meeting 

• 11/14/18 Forsgren, PLP and other BB stakeholders 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Vaughan, Molly[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=89EEE45FCEA246B78BBBB46014FE7B12-VAUGHAN, MOLLY] 
Sent: Wed 9/19/2018 5: 11 :35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/25 - Facilitator Plan including code for phone 

Hi All - I will also miss next Tuesday's meeting, as will Jill Nogi, because we are on travel to the North Slope for an oil and gas tour. 
--Molly 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 3:09 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Check-in 9/25 - Facilitator Plan including code for phone 

Hello Ashley, Patty and Molly, 

I am out on 9/25 and so will not be able to call in to the BB check-in with David Allnutt. Palmer is out that day as well. 

I am hoping that Ashley can cover for 404(c). Ashley, the updates below are what I suggest providing to David verbally during the 
check-in. They match the agenda I've attached to the 9/25 calendar invite for the BB check-in. The one that is in the update below, 
but not on the check-in agenda is the Lamar Smith letter. I would not mention it to David because we don't know anything more at 

this point. But, if it comes up this shows that at least Palmer had heard about it . 
. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
i ! 

Also, as I will not be on the call, the code to start the call i~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 1:31 PM 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Meeting - Cancellation for 9/25 and Update 

Hello BB 404(c) Team, 

I propose we cancel for 9/25 and here are a few updates based on today's call. 

Update 

FOIA 
! ' ! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Litigation hold lifted 
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Western Caucus Letter, Gossar et al. 
• Recent tweaks by OW. Palmer is waiting for final version 

Representative Defazio and Senator Carper letter response 
• This July 2018 letter asks for Wheeler to revoke the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt, describe his view of proper 
use of 404( c) and the Mingo Logan case, and, describe current and planned EPA actions regarding Pebble. 
• EPA' s response was uploaded to CMS for Lee f's signature on 8/27 
• Given back to Palmer last week. New Defazio put back in CMS 9/18 

Conservative group letter to EPA 
• This 9/6/18 letter to EPA from 15 interest groups (including, for example, the Competitive Enterprise Institute) 
urges Wheeler to rescind the proposed determination and applauds the June 2018 memo issued by Pruitt. 
• OW decided not to respond to this letter 

Lamar Smith 
• Possibly sent a Bristol Bay letter that has gone into CMS on 9/4. Keeping an eye out for this letter. 
• Smith sent a letter last Spring. 

External Meetings 
• Leef met with some BB folks 9/12 (Norm Van Vactor and Robin Samuelsen, BBEDC). The notes are attached. 
The most noteworthy point is that Lee indicated that the Acting Administrator has recused himself from the decision
making process re Pebble and that action will be overseen by Henry Darwin 

External Correspondence 
• Erik and Patty continue to receive email inquiries from Pebble stockholders and their attorney's. 
• Palmer, Erik and Cara decided to respond to these email inquiries by asking Andrea Lindsay to direct them to the 
EPA BB website. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 1 :04:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

I spoke with John and Allyn last note.[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jun 27, 2019, at 8:59 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

I'm planning on going to Elise's office hours today. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 8:42 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

FYI. I suggest you read the entire email chain (including the article). 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 9:30 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

fyi 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 6:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:44 PM 
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To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John, 
r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•~ 

i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Regards, 

Lee 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Water 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania, Avenue NW 
Room 3219B WJC East Building 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-564-5700 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:40 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

DELIBERATIVE 

Lee-a Ith o ugh Pa Im er and I ( ______________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative _Process _(DP) _________________________________________________________ i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L __ Th an ks,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

John 

From: McKie Campbell <MCampbell@bwstrategies.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:23 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John -
I really appreciated our meeting with you and Palmer this morning. As you recall, Peter said that two to 
three weeks ago Pebble was telling investors that there would be significant good news from EPA right 
about now. You both professed surprise and mystery and said you nothing they knew about it. A couple of 
hours later the article below hit. If you an Palmer didn't know about it, it is a clear indication that is strictly a 
political decision, not something based on analysis and merit. 
I believe the "$100 Billion Lode" Pebble touts to investors and discussed below is the full ore body, not 
Pebble's 20-year proposed mine plan. 
Attached are my draft comments I intend to submit and the Pebble document I referred to this morning. 
McKie 

McKie Campbell, Managing Partner 

<image00l.png> 

mcampbell@bwstrategies.com 

http://www.bwstrategies.com/ 
W - 202-589-0015 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
C 1. Ex._6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
This message may contain information that is privileged or confidential. lfyou receive this transmission in error, please notify 
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the sender by rep(y e-mail and delete the message and any attachments. 

Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline 
From Trump EPA 
By 
Jennifer A Dlouhy 
June 26, 2019, 12:00 PM EDT Updated on June 26, 2019, 12:13 PM EDT 

• Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
• Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, 
as regulators move toward undoing Obama-era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection A enc will resume considering on Wednesday whether to withdraw the 
proposed water pollution restrictions that have effectively stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, 
said a senior EPA official who asked for anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the 
issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus -- is a necessary prelude to the EPA officially lifting the restrictions later. 

The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and Pebble LP supporters, who 
have called on the EPA to lift the Clean Water Act restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and 
molybdenum mine move forward. 

<image002.jpg> 

Dillingham, Alaska in the Bristol Bay region. 

Photographer: Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/MCT via Getty Images 

Northern Dynasty rose the most since November on the news, jumping as much as 28% in New York trading. 

Developers have touted the mine' s potential, saying it aims to tap "the most significant undeveloped copper 
and gold resource in the world," with 6.5 billion tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of 
assumed minerals. The bounty of gold alone is estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out ofreach largely because of the project's location in southwestern Alaska, 
inside an area that drains into Bristol Bay, home to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. 
Conservationists, local activists and fishing operations have fought the project for more than a dozen years, 
warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon -- and a flourishing fishery with a catch that topped $281 
million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA' s 2014 proposal limiting the discharge of mining waste in 
the Bristol Bay watershed. The proposed restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even 
before project developers submitted a mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, could preclude 
the company from obtaining essential permits from the U.S. Army Corps of En 0 · eers. 

The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement the EPA reached with 
Pebble Mine in May 2017. Until then, the EPA has agreed not to impose more permanent restrictions under a 
section of the Clean Water Act governing the dumping of dredged or fill material. 

Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is evaluating the project's environmental impacts. 
However, confusion about the status of the five-year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA 
General Counsel Matthew Leopold said in a draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to make a 
final decision on the 2014 proposal to provide clarity and transparency to the public, Leopold argued in the 
memo. 
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EPA' s move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative and business groups, including 
Americans for Tax Reform, Americans for Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups 
argued Obama' s EPA effectively issued a preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting substantive review of 
the mine based on assumptions about what it would look like. Pebble also argued its new mine plan is 
significantly different from what the Obama administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be scrapped, the drafted memo echoes 
the conservative criticism of the agency's approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke 
provisions in the Clean Water Act allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the mine, according 
to the drafted document. 

The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the Obama-era water limits 
before Pruitt made a surprise decision to leave them in place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively 
reinstating the process that was underway before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
has recused himself from any involvement in the issue, because his former law firm Faeg e Baker Daniels LLP 
provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 24, the company closed the 
sale of 12.2 million shares, raising $5 million, saying it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental 
impact study of the project and continued "outreach and engagement with political and regulatory offices." It 
also sold large blocks of shares in March, raising more than $10 million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, where a provision that 
would temporarily block the project was tucked into a House spendin 0 bill earlier this month. 

- With assistance by Stephen Lee, and Susan Decker 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 12:41 :33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

FYI. I suggest you read the entire email chain. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 9:30 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

fyi 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 6:22 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:44 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John, 

Regards, 

Lee 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Water 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania, Avenue NW 
Room 3219B WJC East Building 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-564-5700 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:40 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee 

Subject: FW: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

DELIBERATIVE 

Lee-a Ith o ugh pa Im er and I l__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex .. 5 _ De Ii be rative_ Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 

i._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5 _ De I i be rati ve _ Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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iTha n ks, -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative _Process _ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

John 

From: McKie Campbell <MCampbell@bwstrategies.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:23 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Stock play at Alaskan's expense - scroll down for article 

John -
I really appreciated our meeting with you and Palmer this morning. As you recall, Peter said that two to three weeks 
ago Pebble was telling investors that there would be significant good news from EPA right about now. You both 
professed surprise and mystery and said you nothing they knew about it. A couple of hours later the article below hit. If 
you an Palmer didn't know about it, it is a clear indication that is strictly a political decision, not something based on 
analysis and merit. 
I believe the "$100 Billion Lode" Pebble touts to investors and discussed below is the full ore body, not Pebble's 20-
year proposed mine plan. 
Attached are my draft comments I intend to submit and the Pebble document I referred to this morning. 
McKie 

McKie Campbell, Managing Partner 
~ 

BlueWater Strategies lie 
mcampbell@bwstrategies.com 
http://www.bwstrategies.com/ 
W - 202-589-0015 
C {. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) . ! 
This message may contain information that is privileged or confidential. lfyou receive this transmission in error, please notify the sender by 
rep(y e-mail and delete the message and any attachments. 

Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From 
Trump EPA 
By 
Jennifer A Dlouhy 
June 26, 2019, 12:00 PM EDT Updated on June 26, 2019, 12:13 PM EDT 

• Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
• Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, as 
regulators move toward undoing Obama-era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection A enc will resume considering on Wednesday whether to withdraw the proposed water 
pollution restrictions that have effectively stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, said a senior EPA official 
who asked for anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus -
is a necessary prelude to the EPA officially lifting the restrictions later. 

The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and Pebble LP supporters, who have called on 
the EPA to lift the Clean Water Act restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and molybdenum mine move forward. 

ED_002890_00155409-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Dillingham, Alaska in the Bristol Bay region. 

Photographer: Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/MCT via Getty Images 

Northern Dynasty rose the most since November on the news, jumping as much as 28% in New York trading. 

Developers have touted the mine' s potential, saying it aims to tap "the most significant undeveloped copper and gold 
resource in the world," with 6.5 billion tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of assumed minerals. The 
bounty of gold alone is estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out ofreach largely because of the project's location in southwestern Alaska, inside an area 
that drains into Bristol Bay, home to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. Conservationists, local activists and 
fishing operations have fought the project for more than a dozen years, warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon --
and a flourishing fishery with a that topped $281 million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA' s 2014 proposal limiting the discharge of mining waste in the Bristol Bay 
watershed. The proposed restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even before project developers 
submitted a mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, could preclude the company from obtaining essential 
permits from the =--'--'""--'----"---'=:..::..;L---=--'="'="--='---====· 

The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement the EPA reached with Pebble Mine in 
May 2017. Until then, the EPA has agreed not to impose more permanent restrictions under a section of the Clean Water 
Act governing the dumping of dredged or fill material. 

Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is "'----'---"==~ the project's environmental impacts. However, 
confusion about the status of the five-year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA General Counsel 
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Matthew Leopold said in a draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to make a final decision on the 2014 
proposal to provide clarity and transparency to the public, Leopold argued in the memo. 

EPA' s move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative and business groups, including Americans 
for Tax Reform, Americans for Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups argued Obama' s EPA 
effectively issued a preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting substantive review of the mine based on assumptions 
about what it would look like. Pebble also argued its new mine plan is significantly different from what the Obama 
administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be scrapped, the drafted memo echoes the 
conservative criticism of the agency's approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke provisions in the 
Clean Water Act allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the mine, according to the drafted document. 

The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the Obama-era water limits before Pruitt 
made a surprise decision to leave them in place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively reinstating the process that 
was underway before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler has recused himself from any 
involvement in the issue, because his former law firm Faeg e Baker Daniels LLP provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 24, the company closed the sale of 12.2 
million shares, raising $5 million, saying it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental impact study of the project 
and continued "outreach and engagement with political and regulatory offices." It also sold large blocks of shares in 
March, raising more than $10 million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, where a provision that would 
temporarily block the project was tucked into a House spendin 0 bill earlier this month. 

- With assistance by Stephen Lee, and Susan Decker 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
\VASI IINGTON. D.C 20460 

Ben Liebennan 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
1310 L Street, NW 71h Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Liebennan: 

June 20, 2019 

OFFICE OF MISSION SlJPPORT 

This letter is to provide you with a status update to your Request for Correction (RFC # 1900 l) received 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on November 14, 2018. In your RFC, you cite 
concerns about the quality of the 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. The issues you raised are 
still under consideration by the EPA and relate to ongoing regulatory processes. 

EPA expects to provide you with response to the RFC or a status update within 90 business days, 
October 29, 2019. 

ED_002890_00155444-00001 

Sincerely, 

~~.:l,~~A. ;., 
Vincia Holloman, Director 
Enterprise Quality Management Division 
Office of Enterprise Infonnation Programs 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Tue 6/18/2019 1 :01 :53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction and related emails 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jun 18, 2019, at 8: 14 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Can you add this to your list to discuss with David today? My recommendation would be that, subject to your 
conversation with David, we put the draft and the incoming emails with our recommendation on how to handle (send 
to IQA program staff) into his evening folder tonight and then, if we don't hear back, put this on Hot Issues for 
Thursday. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
.wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 6:42 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, 
Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction due 6/21 

David, 

____ J______________________ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
lt~,~~;~'.~'.~.•-P~'.~'.~'.~

0

~

1

JPA's_interim response _is _due on ::~d
5
a~~:i~:~a!~:-Jrocess·(o·~x .. _5, Del_iberative,_Process. (DP_t,.,.,.' .,.,.,.,} 

'-·······························································································································1.. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) (lease let us know if you have any edits to the attached 
' draft. I have attached for your reference the last interim response OEI issued. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

<Draft interim response BBW A RFC.docx> 
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<RFC 19001 interim 1 021319. pd±> 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Thur 6/13/2019 1 :23:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Notes for Trip 

Thanks. Let's bring copies of the form to reg review. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jun 13, 2019, at 9:04 AM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Steve -Attached is I think Ashley put together for any outside meetings. As you will see, it's really focused on 
FACA issues but captures the categories you mention. The notes looks like it was intended to capture the point that 
the meetings involved individual input . 

Here's what it says: 

Notes from Discussion (including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*This section is intended to compile individual input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 6:02 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Notes for Trip 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Notes for Trip 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
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i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 1:07 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Notes for Trip 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Sunday, June 09, 2019 11:35 PM 

To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia~ epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Notes for Trip 

Hi Russ and Patty-

Would one of you be willing to take notes at the meetings this week with external parties? Palmer and Brittany were 
the note takers the last time we went to the watershed, and I had reached out to Brittany thinking she was coming on 

the trip but I hear she's on detail instead. 

Ex. 5 AC/DP 
!._ _____________________________________________ Ex._ 6 __ Persona_l _ Privacy (PP) _____________________________________________ __if you'd I ike to talk about this, feel free to 

give me a call. 

Thanks and if I don't talk to you, have a good trip! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
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206-553-8582 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Notes.docx> 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Thur 5/16/2019 12:40:07 PM (UTC) 
Fwd: Bristol followup 

Uh oh. Will call about this. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Date: May 16, 2019 at 8:24:33 AM EDT 
To: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <~N=e=u~~~~~==?=-==~ 
"Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol followup 

Sure. I'd be happy to follow up. I'll see you at reg review this morning. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 15, 2019, at 11: 15 PM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

<image00 1. git> 
Hi, Matt. Thanks for inviting us to the meeting today; it was helpful for us since some of that was new to 
us. 

Some of the statements made by Pebble representatives were lacking context so if you have questions 
or would like us to followup with "ground truthing" any of the issues raised, we'd be happy to do so. 

Just let us know. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 5/21/2019 3:34:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Letter to EPA from AG Clarkson 
5-15-19 Letter to EPA re Section 404(c) of the CWA.pdf 
ATT00001.htm 

Hi Heidi - If you want me to draft the response for this, let me know. I would use material in letters that we've sent recently and/or 
the FR notice. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2019 10:39 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter to EPA from AG Clarkson 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Date: May 19, 2019 at 7:52:49 PM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Wehling, 
Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Forsgren, Lee" 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Letter to EPA from AG Clarkson 

Resending with attachment. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

-----Original Message----

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2019 10:47 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Carrie Wehling 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Christopher Hladick (hladick.christopher@epa.gov) <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Letter to EPA from AG Clarkson 

Passing along. I just spotted this email as it was in my junk mail. OGC/ORC could you work on a draft response to the 
AG for me to review? 

ED_002890_00156020-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Thank you, Matt 

Matthew Z. Leopold 

General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

-----Original Message-----

From: Dizon, Ninia R (LAW) <ninia.dizon@alaska.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 1:00 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: Knudson, Kip C (GOV) <kip.knudson@Alaska.gov>; Clarkson, Kevin G (LAW) <kevin.clarkson@alaska.gov> 
Subject: Letter to EPA from AG Clarkson 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 

Please find attached letter sent on behalf of Alaska Attorney General Kevin G. Clarkson. The original will follow by 
mail. 

Thank you. 

Kind regards, 

Ninia Dizon 

Executive Secretary 

Office of the Attorney General 

1031 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 200 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Tel: (907) 269-5602 

Fax: (907) 269-5110 

Email: ninia.dizon@alaska.gov <mailto:ninia.dizon@alaska.gov> 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
5/1/2019 1:13:28 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
FW: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Rob checked in with a special assistant in the AO and hasn't been able to find it. Seems we might want to raise this to 

David because I have gone round and round with folks looking for the signed delegation (one person referred me to the 
WLO staff attorney working on this (me!). 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:01 AM 

To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Very helpful. Yes, thank you for following up. WLO can engage David Fotouhi if we need to explore the 

Administrator's Office a bit more. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

sic!liano,carolann@epa.gov 

From: Rich, Stephanie 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:44 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano,Carnl/\nn(@ep;;Lgov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <N2lvenJ-leidi@.qp9._,_g9.y>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@ .. l'.?.P..?..effQY..>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gnv>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren5teven@Depa,gov> 

Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Hi CarolAnn, 

I have not seen a signed version of the delegation. I will check in with Deborah Ward-Beard in OHR to see if she has 

received it yet. OHR is responsible for posting all one-time delegations online once they have been signed but I see that 

pebble mine has not been posted. Deborah is very responsive so it's likely she has not received it from the 
Administrator's Office yet if the delegation is not online. 

Stephanie Rich 
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Attorney-Advisor 
Office of General Counsel 
Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 
Rich,stephanie@Depa.gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:17 AM 
To: Rich, Stephanie <RichSt:ephanie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@lepa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@lepa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Stephanie - Folks in OGC and Region 10 would like to get the Pebble Mine Delegation, in which the 

Administrator delegates to Matt decision-making in the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act matter. 

Rob (naturally) suggested that I reach out to you. Do you have the signed delegation or know where I can find 

it? Thanks. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

sidllano.carolann@e_pa.gov 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Tue 5/14/2019 10:22:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: draft IQA Petition response 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 Erik Peterson ACP HN.docx 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 

I have attached the draft petition response for your review. I also attached the incoming petition. 

0 
__ FWIW, __ l_found_ the_ document to_ be_pretty straightforward.l. •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. Ex. _s _Deliberative _Process _(DP) .......................................... l 

i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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Via E-Mail 

COI'vi PETITIVE 
ENTER.PRISE 
INSTITUTE 

Information Quality Guidelines Staff 
Mail Code 2811 R 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC, 20460 

Re: Information Quality Act Request for Correction or \Vithdrawal Regarding the Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment 

I. Introduction 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute submits this request for correction or withdrawal of 
information under the Information Quality Act, 1 as implemented through the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB)2 and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 3 

Founded in 1984, the Competitive Enterprise Institute is a non-profit research and 
advocacy organization that focuses on federal regulatory policy from a pro-market perspective. 
We work to ensure that agency actions are rooted in statute and based on the best available 
evidence. 

We respectfully petition EPA to either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) 4and the proposed determination based upon it.5 The 
BBW A fails the applicable standards of information quality. Its ongoing dissemination and use 
to effectively block the Pebble Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law. 

1 
Section 515(a) of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001, P.L. 106-554; 44 

U.S.C. section 3516. 
2 Office of Management and Budget, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies," (0MB Guidelines), 67 Fed. Reg. 8452 (Feb. 22, 2002). 
3 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency," (Information Quality Guidelines), 
at hn.r..~j /www.epa.gov/ sites/mod ucti on/fi les/2017-03/ docu ments/epa-info-g ua i ity),U idel ines, pdt. 
4 

Environmental Protection Agency, "An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol 
Bay, Alaska, January 2014," (BBWA), at ht~p:;;_;j/cfpub.eoa.gov/ncea/bt'istoibay/recordisplay,cfrn:)deid:::253500. 
5 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Proposed Determination of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 
10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act, Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," (Proposed 
Determination), at ht~P.-~_;/ /www.epa.gov/sites/prnduction/tiles/2014-07 /documents/pebble pd 071714 tinal.pdf 

1 

ED_002890_00156313-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



The BBW A was used in support of EPA' s proposed determination, which in practical 
effect serves as a preemptive veto of an Army Corps of Engineers' permit under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) for the Pebble Mine project. This unprecedented action-essentially rejecting a 
permit application prior to the permit being submitted- raises a number of legal questions, 
including potential violations of the Information Quality Act. As will be discussed in more detail 
below, this premature and speculative analysis, conducted by the agency before the relevant 
mine permit had been submitted and thus without knowledge of any specifics of the project 
being analyzed, is highly problematic under EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines. Further, the 
process by which the EPA initiated, compiled, and peer reviewed the BBW A contained 
numerous instances of bias that also fail to meet the agency's guidelines. 

For these reasons, EPA's BBWA should, at the very least, be substantially corrected. 
Preferably, it should be withdrawn along with the proposed determination based upon it, and the 
agency should participate de nova in the far more rigorous and inclusive Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a process that is 
presently underway.6 

II. Background 

A. The Information Quality Act 

Reflecting both the Infonnation Quality Act and 0MB guidelines, EPA's Information 
Quality Guidelines require that "disseminated information should adhere to a basic standard of 
quality, including objectivity, utility, and integrity."7 The agency further explains that utility 
"refers to the usefulness of the information to the intended users," and that objectivity "focuses 
on whether the disseminated information is being presented in an accurate, clear, complete, and 
unbiased manner, and as a matter of substance, is accurate, reliable, and unbiased."8 The BBW A 
must comply with these guidelines. 

In addition, the BBWA must meet the "higher degree of quality" required for Highly 
Influential Scientific Assessments,9 which the agency has agreed would apply to this document. 10 

Thus, the agency's guidelines also require that: 

(A) The substance of the information is accurate, reliable and unbiased. This involves the use 
of: 

6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, "Pebble Project EIS: Draft Scoping Report," July 25, 2018, at 
iJ.HP..":?:i/www.pebbleorojecteis.com/, 
7 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 3. 
8 

Ibid., p. 15. 
9 

Ibid., p. 20. 
10 

See, "Notice of the Peer Review Meeting for EPA's Draft Report Entitled An Assessment of Potential Mining 
Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, AK," July 6, 2012, at 
,jJtp:-;://www. fed era I ,·egi stQr.gov / docu ments/2012/07 /06/20 l Z ·· 16441/notice -of- the--peer--revi ew-m eeti ng ·fQL: 
gpas-draft-·report-entitled--an--assessment-of-•potential-mining. 

2 
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(i) the best available science and supporting studies conducted in accordance with sound 
and objective scientific practices, including, when available, peer reviewed science and 
supporting studies; and 
(ii) data collected by accepted methods or best available methods (if the reliability of the 
method and the nature of the decision justifies the use of the data) .11 

In so doing, the agency must apply a "weight-of-evidence" approach to highly influential 
information, which "considers all relevant i1?f'ormation and its quality, consistent with the level 
of effort and complexity of detail appropriate to a particular risk assessment" ( emphasis added). 12 

EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines also incorporate the agency's peer review 
requirements as set out in its Peer Review Handbook. 13 These apply to "major scientifically and 
technically based work products (including scientific, engineering, economic, or statistical 
documents) related to Agency decisions,"14 such as the BBWA and proposed determination. 

B. The NEPA Process and the Pebble Mine 

Section 404 of the CWA specifies that the Secretary of the Army is responsible for 
issuing any required permits to discharge dredged or fill material into navigable waters that are 
associated with a project. 15 This task is undertaken by the Army Corps of Engineers as part of the 
EIS compiled under NEPA. This process is highly exhaustive and inclusive, relying on an 
extensive project analysis that is reviewed by all interested parties through numerous public 
comment periods (and responses to comments) as well as public meetings. 

As part of this process, the statute authorizes the EPA, pursuant to subsection 404( c ), to 
deny any such permit for any area defined as a disposal site, based on criteria set out in statute. 16 

It has long been understood that the 404 pem1it process, including the EPA's permit veto 
authority, would be exercised concurrently with the larger NEPA process and not as something 
outside of it, and that the process would begin after a permit application had been submitted and 
end before the NEPA process is complete and a permit has been issued. 

This decades-long practice was upset by the Obama administration EPA. In two 
instances, the agency effectively vetoed CW A permits independently of the NEPA process-one 
a prospective veto before the NEPA process had commenced and another after the NEPA 
process had been completed and the project approved. 17 In this petition, we will focus on the 
former-the case of the Pebble Mine. 

11 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 22. 

12 
Ibid., p. 21. 

13 Ibid., p. 11. 
14 

Ibid. 
15 

Clean Water Act, Section 404, athttps://www.la,v.corneH.edu/uscode/text/33/1344. 
16 

Environmental Protection Agency, Section 404 Permit Program, at https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/section-404-
permit-progra_rn. 
17 

See, House Energy and Commerce Committee, "Major Projects Major Problems," September 14, 2014, pp. 6-7, 
at httos:/ /archives-
-~-r:i-~nwcom men:e. house .gov /sites/rem, bl ica ns.energycom m erce. house .gov /fi les/2 na lysis/201.4091. 5 Ma iorProiects 
fv1aiorProblems.pdf. 
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The Pebble Mine has the potential to be America's largest new mine in decades, 
producing copper, molybdenum, and gold, creating thousands of jobs in an economically 
depressed area. It would be located in the Bristol Bay region in Alaska on land that has been 
granted by the federal government to the state of Alaska for the express purpose of mineral 
development. The project developer, Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), was in the process of 
preparing a detailed permit application under CW A section 404 as part of the larger EIS process 
under NEPA. 

C. EPA's Proposed Determination 

In a move EPA internally admitted has "never been done before in the history of the 
CW A,"18 the agency issued a proposed determination that effectively vetoed any such permit 
before it had been submitted. 19 EPA's notice of proposed detern1ination was based on the 
agency's BBW A. EPA has refused to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination even 
though the actual permit application has now been filed and the conventional NEPA process is 
underway. 

The BBWA violates the relevant federal standards for information quality. First and 
foremost, no analysis can meet these standards if conducted without knowing the details being 
analyzed. In this case, the BBWA focused on and then rejected three hypothetical mine 
scenarios-not the actual mine proposal, which did not yet exist. In addition, every step in the 
process of developing the BBWA was fraught with examples of the biases that the Information 
Quality Guidelines seek to prevent. 

III. The BBW A and Proposed Determination Violate the Information Quality Act 

A. EPA's Preemptive Analysis on Its Face Violates the Information Quality Provisions and 
Was Criticized by Key Participants 

Because the Pebble Mine was subject to a preemptive veto, the analysis on which EPA 
relied was unavoidably deficient. No mine permit application had yet been submitted, so EPA 
was analyzing its own hypothetical mine scenarios without knowing the actual terms of the 
Pebble Mine proposal, including measures to mitigate potential environmental impacts.20 Such a 
premature and speculative analysis cannot possibly comply with the Information Quality 
Guidelines, and in particular its requirement of utility as measured by the "usefulness of the 

18 House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (OGR), /{The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Unprecedented 404(c) Action in Bristol Bay, Alaska," (OGR Report), November 4, 2105, p. 5, at 
b.tJP.§.J/.9.Y..?.L'.?.isht.house.gov/wr:Hontent/..~oloads/2015/11/Sristol-Bav-Pebble-Mine-Statf-Findings-Nov-2015-
FinaLodf. 
19 

See, 33 C.F.R. 323.6(b) 
20 

EPA asserts that it has based two of these hypotheticals on preliminary PLP filings concerning the project. BBWA 
ES-10. However, in addition to being preliminary and possibly outdated, these documents also leave many details 
unaddressed, so the agency engaged in significant gap filling. For example, the agency assumes that conventional 
mining practices would be used rather than state-of-the art practices. BBWA ES-10-12. 
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information to the intended users."21 It also fails the test of being "accurate, reliable and 
unbiased," and "the best available science," as is required of highly influential information.22 

Two of the agency's three speculative mine scenarios were unrealistically massive
strawmen to be knocked down under the CW A's requirements. The third scenario was more 
realistic but still very different than what PLP asserted it was planning to submit ( and indeed 
quite different than the actual permit application that has since been submitted). The BBWA 
itself concedes that "[t]he scenarios are not mine plans: they are not based on a specific mine 
pem1it application and are not intended to be the detailed plans by which the components of a 
mine would be designed." Further, the BBWA states that "[t]he exact details of any future mine 
plan for the Pebble deposit or for other deposits in the watershed will differ from our mine 
scenarios."23 Essentially the EPA stacked the deck with hypothetical mine scenarios highly 
unlikely to get a permit. It was on these hypothetical mine scenarios that the BBW A was based. 

One BBWA peer reviewer noted that "because of the hypothetical nature of the approach 
employed, the uncertainty associated with the assessment, and therefore the utility of the 
assessment, is questionable."24 Another said that "[t]here are both technical and process issues 
that must be addressed before this risk assessment can be considered complete or of sufficient 
credibility to be the basis for a better understanding of the impacts of mining in the Bristol Bay 
watershed."25 Needless to say, an assessment replete with hypothetical and/or missing details 
fares poorly under the Information Quality Guidelines, particularly as it relates to being 
"accurate," "reliable," and "complete."26 It also falls well short in "the usefulness of the 
information to the intended users."27 

EPA staff assured these and other peer reviewers that the BBW A is "intended as a 
background scientific document rather than a decision document. "28 Thus, the agency essentially 
conceded that the analysis was too premature and incomplete to be useful for decision-making 
purposes. Nonetheless, the agency engaged in bait and switch, allaying peer reviewer concerns 
about the utility of the BBWA by saying that it would not be a decision document but later using 
it for precisely that purpose. 

The State of Alaska raised similar concerns. One state official noted in a letter that "if 
EPA deems a review under Section 404( c) of the Clean Water Act is needed, that review should 
be conducted in conjunction with a pending permit application where actual activities and 
potential disposal sites are clearly specified, not in the abstract as it will be in this assessment 
process."29 That same official later concluded that the BBW A "would have much more scientific 

21 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 

22 
Ibid., p. 22. 

23 BBWA, pp. 6-1. 
24 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Report: External Peer Review of EPA's Draft Document," 
(Final Peer Review Report), September 17, 2012, p. 22. 
25 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Peer Review Follow-On Comments on the April 2013 Draft of An Assessment 
of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska, 2013," p. 34. 
26 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 
27 

Ibid. 
28 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Response to Peer Review Comments, May 2012 and April 2013 
Drafts,"(Response to Peer Review Comments), p. 35. 
29 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to Richard Parkin, EPA, Aug. 8, 2011. 
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credibility within the context of an actual defined proposal."30 The Alaska Attorney General and 
other state officials concluded that "the watershed assessment, and now the proposed 
determination which relies on the assessment, draw speculative conclusions about potential 
impacts from a hypothetical mine."31 Impacted state governments usually play a very important 
role contributing information to the project approval process, but Alaska was largely bypassed in 
this case. 

The Army Corps of Engineers-statutorily the lead agency on CW A permits under 
section 404-flatly declined to participate in EPA' s process of developing the BBW A, informing 
the agency that "at this time, the Corps has not received a pennit application for this project and 
is therefore unable to evaluate the impacts of potential discharges associated with the Pebble 
Deposit."32 The Corps further explained that it "has not yet begun the public interest review and 
evaluation process, and it would be premature to submit any information for the record at this 
time."33 It is unheard of for a de facto final decision to be made on such a project permit without 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Thus, several BBW A peer reviewers, the State of Alaska, and the Am1y Corps of 
Engineers all raised serious doubts about the utility of EPA' s premature and speculative exercise. 

Beyond the potential for mischaracterization and exaggeration of the scope of the mine, 
the BB WA also failed to include the full range of mitigation measures that would have been 
specified in the permit application. An important component of the section 404 process is the use 
of mitigation measures, should a project pose a risk to the health of waters and ecosystems. 
Absent a pennit application, the EPA had no idea what these mitigation measures might entail, 
so the agency simply assumed there were none beyond a relative few conventional ones that the 
agency concluded to be inadequate. One peer reviewer, while acknowledging potential adverse 
environmental impacts, noted that the BBWA "did not consider whether there are any methods 
that could effectively minimize, mitigate or compensate for these impacts."34 Once again, the use 
of assumptions in the place of actual data and analysis greatly undercuts the utility of the 
BBWA. 

For its part, the EPA conceded that the BBW A did not include all such mitigation 
measures, stating that "any formal determinations regarding compensatory mitigation can only 
take place in the context of a regulatory action. The Bristol Bay Assessment is not a regulatory 
action, and thus a complete evaluation of compensatory mitigation is outside the scope of the 
assessment."35 Thus, the agency's response to peer reviewer concerns about the adequacy of the 
mitigation discussion was to acknowledge serious gaps but promise that those gaps would be 
filled ahead of any "regulatory action." This proved not to be the case as the BBW A became the 
primary document on which the agency's action was based. 

30 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to EPA, (July 23, 2012). 
31 

Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, et al., to Gina McCarthy, Administrator, EPA, and Dennis 
Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, Sept. 19, 2014. 
32 

Letter, Col. Christopher Lestochi, Commander, Army Corps of Engineers Alaska District, to Dennis Mclerran, 
Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, March 14, 2014. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Final Peer Review Report, p. 13. 
35 

BBWA, Appendix J. 
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Coupled with EPA' s equally pessimistic assumptions that a great deal of contaminants 
would escape from the mine, such as the assumption that fully 50 percent of waste rock leachates 
would enter nearby waters,36 the EPA's built-in assumption of inadequate mitigation measures 
virtually sealed the fate of any agency 404( c) decision based upon the BBW A. But in so doing, 
EPA violated the requirements of the Information Quality Guidelines. 

B. The Process By Which the BBWA Was Developed Violates the Information Quality 
Guidelines 

The fact that the BBW A was an analysis of agency-generated hypothetical mine 
scenarios, rather than the real thing as specified in a pennit application, is reason enough for it to 
be suspect under the Information Quality Guidelines. Such hypotheticals may be justified when 
they are the "best available science," but in this case EPA has not explained why it could not 
have waited and reviewed the actual pennit application and supporting documentation once it 
was filed. Timing issues notwithstanding, the biased process by which EPA developed the 
BBWA also gives reason to reject it, especially under the Information Quality Guideline's 
provisions regarding objectivity. 

1. Bias Throughout the Process of Developing the BBW A 

The bias against the mine was evident at the very outset of the process leading to the 
BBWA. A 2015 House Oversight and Government Reform Committee report uncovered 
numerous EPA documents and actions revealing a pre-determined goal of a 404( c) veto well 
before the commencement of the assessment.37 

Several career staff, many of whom would later work on the BBWA, expressed a clear 
intent of stopping the mine and using 404(c) to do so. For example, EPA Region 10 employee 
Phil North, who later became a technical lead on the BBWA, expressed support for a mine veto 
beginning in 2009. 38 North communicated with several other EPA employees about using a 
preemptive veto under 404(c), frequently sending (as well as receiving) comments treating this 
option as a foregone conclusion.39 This also included Richard Parkin, who would later become 
the BBWA team leader.40 

The early-stage bias also extended to the 2010 petition from several Alaska tribes that 
initiated the 404( c) process and the BBW A. Documents clearly show active participation by 
North and other self-avowed Pebble critics within the agency, including agency help in drafting 
the petition.41 Nonetheless, it was this petition that the agency relied upon as justification for 
moving forward with the assessment and doing so ahead of the actual mine permit application 
and standard NEPA review process. In effect, the agency was petitioning itself to unilaterally 
block the Pebble Mine and thus create the BBW A at issue here. 

36 BBWA, p. ES-30. 
37 OG R Report, pp. 5-18 
38 OGR Report, pp. 7-8. The OGR Report notes that North was uncooperative with the Committee during its 

investigation and that the full extent of his actions in support of a preemptive section 404(c) veto is not known. 
39 OGR Report, pp. 7-8, 12-13, 18-19. 
40 OG R Report, p. 5. 
41 OGR Report, pp. 9-13. 
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There is also evidence that the agency started working on its response to the petition 
before the petition was even filed. This includes a paper discussing the agency's options to such 
a petition that was heavily slanted towards choosing the option of a 404( c) veto, including a 
Region 10 Aquatic Resources Unit suggestion that the mine "should be vetoed in the end."42 

These and other early examples of bias led the Committee to conclude that "EPA planned 
to halt mining activity in Bristol Bay well before receiving petitions from local tribes," and that 
the agency "helped draft the tribal petition that the agency later claimed to have relied on."43 The 
evidence of agency pre-determination before the BBW A process had begun raises serious doubts 
that the subsequent final product meets the definition of objectivity. 

2. Selective Use oflnputs in Developing the BBW A 

The EPA launched its scientific assessment in February of 2011 and with it the process of 
deciding which data to include and which to exclude. North and his EPA colleagues-whose 
documented anti-mine advocacy led the agency to this assessment-served as information 
gatekeepers. The non-EPA contributors were no less biased. Even those with stridently anti-mine 
positions were not disqualified from holding the pen, such as Alan Boraas, who authored an 
appendix to the BBW A despite having written op-eds with titles like "Murkowski Risks Salmon 
for Gold Mine," in which he suggested that the mine would result in "a little mercury in your 
wild salmon .... " 44 Not surprisingly, nearly all of the information relied upon can be traced back 
to individuals and organizations opposed to the mine. 

There was also bias in EPA outreach. Environmental groups and individuals opposed to 
the mine had substantial access to EPA officials and others involved in developing the BBW A, 
while mine officials and other potential supporters were largely excluded. Similarly, Alaskan 
tribes opposing the mine met with then-EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson while tribes supporting 
the mine were denied a similar meeting. 45 

Anti-mine groupthink was pervasive among the BBW A contributors, but perhaps the 
most troublesome example was Ann Maest, a mine critic who contributed multiple studies and 
repeatedly conferred with other contributors to the BBW A. Maest was forced to admit that she 
had engaged in multiple instances of fraud in her capacity as an expert witness in the case of 
Danziger v. Chevron Corp, in which Chevron was accused of causing large-scale environmental 
pollution at a facility in Ecuador. 46 In response, EPA staff excised all direct references to her 
work but did not attempt to remove her substantive contributions to the BBW A. 47 

42 
Environmental Protection Agency, "Options for EPA Involvement In Mining Activity In The Bristol Bay 

Watershed," 2010, p. 7. 
43 

OGR letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy (OGR Letter), November 4, 2015, p. 2, 
bttP..?..Jl.9.Y..?L'.?.l ght, house .gov /wp-content/..~l DI oads/2015/11/2015-11-04-JC-CL-JJ-to-McCa rthv-E PA-Bri stoi-Bav-d ue-
11-18. pdf. 
44 See Alan Boraas, /{Murkowski Risks Salmon for Gold Mine," Anchorage Daily News, Dec. 1, 2005. 
45 

OG R Report, p. 16. 
46 Witness Statement of Ann Maest, Chevron Group v. Danziger, Case No. 1:11-cv-00691-LAK, Dkt. 1007-1 (S.D.N.Y 
Apri. 12, 2013). 
47 Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 49-50. 
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As discussed previously, several reviewers had raised the issue of the hypothetical and 
speculative nature of the analysis and the inadequacies of the discussion about mitigation. The 
EPA did not address these concerns, except to say that the BBW A was not a decision document, 
and that the agency would address these and other outstanding issues in a future regulatory 
proceeding.48 That did not tum out to be the case. 

Conspicuously absent from consideration was the large body of work intended to be part 
of the exhaustive EIS process under NEPA conducted for PLP by a range of experts.49 The EPA 
has not provided any justification why the agency excluded this data. While the Information 
Quality Act's focus is on preventing the use of poor quality data, agencies also thwart its goals 
by failing to use potentially good data, as appears to be the case here. Of course, this excluded 
data must meet the same information quality standards as any other relied upon by the EPA, but 
there is no indication that the agency made any determination that it did not. As a result of this 
exclusion, many important details about the mine were never considered by EPA staff in the 
development of the BBWA, such as the extensive analysis of potential environmental mitigation 
measures conducted by a number of consultants for PLP. 50 

Thus, at least some of the "best available science" was likely absent from the BBW A, 
and the record was far from "unbiased" and "complete." Further, given the requirement under the 
weight-of-evidence approach to consider "all relevant information," the EPA violated its 
information quality provisions applicable to highly influential information by categorically 
excluding this extensive analysis. 

The one-sided nature of the inputs to the BBWA led the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform to conclude that the EPA "failed to conduct an impartial, fact-based 
review of the proposed Pebble Mine .... "51 

3. Limited Peer Review throughout the BBWA Process 

Throughout the development of the BBW A, the EPA engaged in a process it called peer 
review, but simply calling it that does not comply with EPA's Peer Review Handbook, which the 
agency incorporated into its Information Quality Guidelines. 52 At several stages, EPA staff 
limited opportunities for public participation, particularly after greatly expanding the BBW A 
draft midway through the process. EPA also improperly interfered with peer reviewers on 
numerous occasions,53 which the agency itself documented in its Final Peer Review Report. 54 

Despite a limited peer review process, reviewers raised a number of objections. For 
example, one reviewer said that "some of the comments read like editorial opinions rather than 

48 
Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 31, 35, 39, 47, 111, 114-115, 165. 

49 See, Pebble Limited Partnership, Environmental Baseline Document, b.ttP.~_://pebbleresearch.com/document/ 
so PLP, "Comments of the Pebble Limited Partnership on EPA Region lO's Proposed Determination Pursuant to 

Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act Regarding the Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," September 19, 2014, 
pp. 40-46. 
51 

OG R Letter, p. 1, 
52 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 11. 
53 

EPA Peer Review Handbook, 4
th 

ed., 2015, at 86, at tt.tP.~.:.f /www.epa.g9.y/9_~_a/peer-review-handbook--4th
edft!on--20l5. 
54 Final Peer Review Report, pp. 3-4. 
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reporting scientific results."55 Another said "the report lacks impartiality.56 These and other peer 
reviewer concerns were largely dismissed by the agency. 

IV. Recommendation of Corrective Action 

For the reasons stated above, the BBWA is in need of numerous corrections, and the 
proposed determination should be revised to reflect the corrected BBWA. However, given the 
number and extent of Infonnation Quality Guidelines failures, the best course of action would be 
for the EPA to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination in their entirety and instead 
participate de nova in the ongoing Army Corps of Engineers-led EIS process under NEPA. In 
other words, the information quality provisions are best served by the EPA going back to 
participating in the process way it had done for decades. 

This option still gives the EPA the opportunity to weigh in on the Pebble Mine, only this 
time the agency would have before it a specific permit application showing exactly the details of 
the proposed project, including mitigation measures. The EPA would also have the benefit of full 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers, other federal agencies, the State of Alaska, and 
other interested parties who had limited or no input in the development of the BBW A. The 
agency would also have access to a much larger body of research and analysis from which to 
judge the project. 

The State of Alaska, while describing EPA' s BBW A and proposed determination as 
"premature, speculative, without precedent, illegal in terms of both process and substance, and 
unnecessary," stated that "a more appropriate alternative ... would be to announce EPA's 
concerns so they could inform the [NEPA] permitting process and wait to see ifEPA's concerns 
are adequately addressed through the permitting process, with due deference to the regulatory 
criteria, expertise, and experience of other agencies with jurisdiction in the specific subject 

57 matter." · 

Indeed, for purposes of the information quality requirements, the EIS process will be 
everything that the BBW A was not-a comprehensive, inclusive, and extensively vetted analysis 
of the Pebble Mine project as proposed. This option would also further the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute's goal of federal agency actions rooted in the law and based on the best 
available evidence. 

It is important to emphasize that in the course of the EIS process, the EPA would still 
have the opportunity to make its own detern1ination under 404( c ), but now that determination 
would be a well-informed one rather than one based on the speculative, premature, and likely
biased BBW A. Regardless of the outcome of this more rigorous and extensive pennitting 
process, it would better comport with the Information Quality Act than the BBW A. 

55 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Wobus et. al," 
2012, p. 4. 
56 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Chambers and 
Higman," 2012, p. 16. 
57 Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, to Dennis Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 
10, April 29, 2014. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Lieberman 
Senior Fell ow 
ben.lieberman@cei.org 
202-331-1010 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
13 10 L Street, NW J1h Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Ben Lieberman will also serve as an organizational point of contact for this request. 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Sun 6/9/2019 8:29:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Very helpful. If I don't have from other emails (still catching up) can you please send me the donlin docs and point me to 

particular places of likely most relevant? Thank you. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carrie and I thought it would be worthwhile meeting as a group today after 3:00 to discuss: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 
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Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n@epa. JOV 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 
analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 
the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Siciliano, CarolAnn [Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov] 
5/2/2019 4:25:36 PM 

To: Rich, Stephanie [Rich.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
CC: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert [Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie 

[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

That's helpful, Stephanie. Steve, could WLO tell David that the right people may have not yet closed the loop 
on the Bristol Bay delegation to Matt? We are all assuming regularity- i.e., that the instrument has been 

finalized - but I'm wondering why the delegations people don't have a copy. 

I know you, Region 10, Stephanie Rich and OHR all share an interest in seeing the final delegation. 

Rob and I are now dropping out of the loop on this. (I got involved only because Region 10 asked me about it.) 

Thanks for taking any next steps you deem appropriate. If you need my help, just ask! 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 

From: Rich, Stephanie 

Sent: Thursday, May 02, 2019 10:01 AM 

To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Hi Carol Ann, 

I reached out to Deborah and she has not received anything yet from the Administrator's Office. 

Stephanie 

Stephanie Rich 

Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 

Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 

202-564-4963 
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Rich,stephanie@)epa,gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:01 AM 
To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie(wepa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven,Heidi@.;:p_9_,_gg_v.>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak,Robert@.;:p_§_,g_g_v.>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Ca1-rie(wepa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven(p)epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Very helpful. Yes, thank you for following up. WLO can engage David Fotouhi if we need to explore the 

Administrator's Office a bit more. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

sic!liano,carolann@epa.gov 

From: Rich, Stephanie 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:44 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano,CarolAnn@epa,gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@.~.PA,E9Y_>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.RoberUK:.? .. fP?_,_ggy_>; Wehling, Carrie 
<\AJehling.Carrie@lepa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@Jepa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Hi CarolAnn, 

I have not seen a signed version of the delegation. I will check in with Deborah Ward-Beard in OHR to see if she has 
received it yet. OHR is responsible for posting all one-time delegations online once they have been signed but I see that 
pebble mine has not been posted. Deborah is very responsive so it's likely she has not received it from the 
Administrator's Office yet if the delegation is not online. 

Stephanie Rich 
Attorney-Advisor 

Office of General Counsel 
Civil Rights and Finance Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
WJCN 7409F (Mail Stop 2399A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-4963 
Rich,stephanie@)epa,gov 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:17 AM 
To: Rich, Stephanie <Rich.Stephanie(wepa.gov> 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven,Heidi@.;:p_9_,_gg_v.>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak,Robert@.;:p_§_J;.Q.Y.>; Wehling, Carrie 
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<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@)epa,gov> 

Subject: Delegating to Matt the decision on Pebble Mine 

Stephanie - Folks in OGC and Region 10 would like to get the Pebble Mine Delegation, in which the 

Administrator delegates to Matt decision-making in the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act matter. 

Rob (naturally) suggested that I reach out to you. Do you have the signed delegation or know where I can find 

it? Thanks. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 
(202) 564-5489 

sidllano.carolann@e_pa.gov 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 3:49:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 
DF edits to Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619 ACP.docx 

Hi Heidi-

Thanks so much for all of your work on this while I was gone. I just read through it and had a couple nits. They are in red line 
attached. Let me know if I should send them elsewhere. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 10:01 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 

The latest and close to final draft. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 28, 2019 at 8:31:21 PM PDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 
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Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 

recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 

separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 2:40:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your consideration for our 1 :00 meeting - would like to get your reactions before then if possible 

Attorney-Work Product; Deliberative; DO NOT RELEASE 

__ S..t~ve./~i:!.r::.r::i!;! __ ::-_8ft.e.r_U~ft.li:!~t.nigJJ.tJ.~.9nti.o_y.e_g_tbio.!si.o.g__gp_q_y_t._w.J:w1 _____________________________________________ EX· . 5 _AC/AW P / D P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_j 

Ex. 5 AC/AWP/DP 

Thoughts? 

ED_002890_00159187-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 2:28:25 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Pebble update - You may want to read this first. .. 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_ 18July2019.doc:x 

Welcome back! I hope you had a wonderful road trip! We've missed you! 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

So it's been busy on Pebble.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : Will turn to that tomorrow after I send off the 
L a raft n otI ce·ro r "rev1 ew • ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

As you may be able to tell from emails, Matt called a meeting last Tuesday andi Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

1-----~~-:----~---~-!_!_~-~!~-~!-~-~-!---~-~~-~!!~----~-~-~J_. _ __I 
Glad to have you back! 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 4:50:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft TPs for BB meeting 

Steve - Below are the draft talking points. This bullets below largely represent my main take aways from our discussion with Matt 
so just let me know if you disagree or think I am missing something. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 5:03:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your weekly with Carrie 

This is fine. Pls send to David. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 11 :47 AM, Nalven, Heidi wrote: 

Steve - Below is the key concluding paragraph for Section IV.A. that I had put together last night with edits from 
Carrie that she is going to discuss with you. 

Ex. 5 AC/AWP/DP 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Gonder, Sharon[Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov] 
From: Holloman, Vincia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E7E9F8511 BC84976AE1EAE93E17062FA-HOLLOMA, 
VINCIA] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 8:23:4 7 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Kevin Haywood - AX-19-000-6380 
Draft response RFC19001 050819 v3 (tb).docx 
RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 
RFC 19001 interim 2 06202019 0.pdf 
Bristol Bay Request for EPA's response to the RFC.pdf 

Background information. The last attachment is the letter received from Ben Lieberman from 
Competitive Enterprise Institute dated June 27, 2019. Response is due today. In the letter, Mr. 
Lieberman challenges the last interim response that EQMD issued on June 21, 2019 without specifying 
the date for response to the RFC. He also questions our lack of response in 120 days pursuant to the 
recent 0MB updated guidelines. This request was submitted prior to the 0MB new requirement for 120 
days. 

Vincia C. Francis-Holloman 
Director, 
Enterprise Quality Management Division 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
WJCW6340D 
1200 PA Ave. NW, 2821T 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel: (202) 564 5176 

"Quality means doing it right when no one is looking." Ford 

or comments concerning CMS should be directed to CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS 
I nformation@epa.gov. 
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Message 

From: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Sent: 2/21/2019 1:49:37 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 
Attachments: BB Presentation_Darwin Feb. 2019.pptx 

I plan to review by tomorrow. Sending along just in case you want to take a look as well. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 7:26 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft PPT for Darwin Briefing for Your Review 

Hi Heidi -

The draft ppt is attached for your review. Allyn Stern is also reviewing now. Erik is asking for feedback by the end of the 

week. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks! 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 3:53:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Notice 
DF edits to Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619 ACP.docx 

OK with me. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:49 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

Hi Heidi-

Thanks so much for all of your work on this while I was gone. I just read through it and had a couple nits. They are in red line 
attached. Let me know if I should send them elsewhere. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 10:01 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Pebble Notice 

The latest and close to final draft. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 28, 2019 at 8:31:21 PM PDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 
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David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most 
recent feedback. I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee 
separately. As discussed earlier today with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 9:37:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw 404g letters Comms Plan 7-29-19v2.docx 

Interesting. Wonder what the talking points, press release say? I guess we will wait to hear from the press .... bleh 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:L Ex._6_Personal Privacy (PP)! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

__ I_ tal_ked_ to _Ash_ley and _Carri_e._ l_don't think we_ have_the_pen_ anym_ore.! ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._ 5 _Deliberative. Process (DP)___ ____________________ i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific No(i.b.i1111?..,L-5.e.att./P. _____ ; 

0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitteri @>EP/1.northwest; 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

l ___________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De l_i be rat_ive _Process __ ( DP) ________________________________________________________ ___! 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

ED_002890_00163614-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

[ _____________ Ex. __ 5 _De I i be rat iv e _Process __ (DP) ____________ I 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nortfl.l!!!s:~t.~.5g_q_t;t/s:_,_,_,_,_,_,, 
0: 206-553-2160 C: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 De Ii be rative _Process. (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· r,.I so, 
just FYI - I won't be in the office tomorrow, but you don't need me for the communications roll out. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 
To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, 
Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, 
"Grandinetti, Cami" <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

Matt and Chris connected;l._ Ex. s. Deliberative. Process. (DP)._.! Thanks. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; Grandinetti, 
Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
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Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

Ca 11-i n #, Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
. ' f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·7.---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 12:32:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Notice 
DF edits to Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619.docx 

Re the sentence that David commented on, you could just delete it ..... He did change a should not to can not, though ..... other than 
that, pretty minor stuff. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Sunday, July 28, 2019 11:31 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble Notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Very nice work on this draft. I've tracked a handful of edits and one comment in the attached version. Thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:41 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Pebble Notice 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 26, 2019, at 7:44 PM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most recent feedback. 
I understand that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee separately. As discussed earlier today 
with David, copying Allyn as well. 

Heidi thank you for all of your work on this. Have a good weekend all. 

Steve 
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Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_072619.docx> 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 3:18:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble update - You may want to read this first. .. 

I added a few comments ..... tried to explain them in comment bubbles .... 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 10:28 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble update - You may want to read this first ... 

Welcome back! I hope you had a wonderful road trip! We've missed you! 

So _it's_ been _busy_ on _Pebble.j___ __________________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-..-i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

As you may be able to tell from emails, Matt called a meeting last Tuesday andj-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-E"ic~--5·-oefo1e-i-aiiv-e·-P·rocess-{1:fpj"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-a 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
! i 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Glad to have you back! 
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To: Steven Neugeboren[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Tue 6/18/2019 12:14:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction and related emails 
Draft interim response BBWA RFC.docx 
RFC 19001 interim 1 021319.pdf 

Can you add this to your list to discuss with David today? My recommendation would be that, subject to your conversation with 
David, we put the draft and the incoming emails with our recommendation on how to handle (send to IQA program staff) into his 
evening folder tonight and then, if we don't hear back, put this on Hot Issues for Thursday. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 6:42 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction due 6/21 

David, 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) iEPA's 
' 'i nte rim . response.is_ d u_e On . Friday, -June_ 21st . _i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~E~:·-s-·15eff be-raiiv·e·-iirocEisi"li5PY-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 _____ . 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Thur 6/20/2019 8:27:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: URGENT - interim response 

I'm calling the Director now. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 4:25 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: URGENT - interim response 

l _____________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I_ i_ be ra t_i v e __ Process __ { D P ) ___________________________________________________________ ___! 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 4:22 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: URGENT - interim response 

[ ___________________________ Ex . ___ 5 __ De I_ i_ be_ra ti v e ___ Process __ ( D P) __________________________ I 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 4:19 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: URGENT - interim response 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 4:14 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: URGENT - interim response 

Hi Heidi, 

Holloman, Vincia 

I see that what you received is a curtesy copy of what went out already, signed by EPA's Director of Enterprise Quality 

Management, Vinci a Holloman. As you are aware, EQMD manages the IQG administrative process for the Agency. 

____ We used_ the_ enti rety_of whatyou_ s_uggested _along with_ a. revised_ target _date.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
L If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to give me or my Director, Vinci a Holloman a call. · 

Thanks, 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 3:57 PM 

To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy ':::c!..c=='-"'-'-.!..!...:==-'=="'-"

Subject: URGENT - interim response 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 3:26 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi ·-=-=:..:....:....:=-=-=c..:.==.._:::c==.::,_· Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay-- one of two emails 

All, 

Attached is the signed interim response to RFC 19001. 

Thanks, 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
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tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 1:15 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay -- one of two emails 

___ !~.!~.!-~.J~_E:_!!.~~~-?.!_~~-°--~1!1-~_i_i_~:I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex.-· 5 __ [lelioe·rafivEf p-foc-es"s·-(o·pr·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

From: Tim Stephens <!![ ___ Ex. _6_ Personal _Privacy_ (PP)__: 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 4:49 PM 
To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

PDF properties show this PDF wasn't even created until 5.17.2019. Again, when there is a response will there be another 3 month 
delay for it to be published? 

Oucription j~~J .~-· 
1 
....,v;;, ! '-~~[~~~41d. 

Ottc.ription 

file rfcJ9001_interimJ._021319 

Titlt:: F1tim Rcspomt: Pebble Mine Request for Corr~tton sent Februsry 13, 2019 

Author: jworm11bon Quality.Guidelines st.e,1# 

Keywords. I""·_ ... c-.... .... I ..... 

Cmittd: 5/17/2019 3:57:.41 PM 

Modified: S/17/201!~ H7:41 PM 

Appbution: HardCopy 

Advanced 

l>Df Producu: Adobe A<1ob.n Pro OC 19 Paper Capture Plug•1n 

POF Vtmon: 1.6 (Ac.rob,t h} 

Lout,on: C:\Uurs\timttephens\Desktop\ 

filt Siu: lU.93 KB {llt!.717 B)'tes) 

P191 Site 8.50 x 11.00 1n 

b99ed PDF: \'es 

Number ot Pagti: 1 

Fait Wtb View: Yes 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

On Thu, Jun 6, 2019 at 1:02 PM Tim Stephensi Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) iwrote: 
W o u Id appreciate a response. L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 
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Thank you. 

On Tue, Jun 4, 2019 at 3:34 PM Tim Stephensi Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Wrote: 
Respectfully following up. L ' 

On Fri, May 24, 2019 at 1:54 PM Tim Stepheni Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !wrote: 
Typo * RFC was fi I ed 11.15.2018 *. '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Thanks in advance. 

On Fri, May 24, 2019 at 1:12 PM Tim Stephens[ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ~rote: 
-The RFC was fi I ed 11.15.2019. '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

-Follow up letter was sent to Administrator Wheeler 3.20.2019 

-The EPA published a response on 5.20.2019. 
-The interim response letter is dated 2.13.2019. 

Per the policy and procedure for RFC, it states a response is to be issued within 90 days. 2.13.2019 is 90 days exactly from the 

date of the petition being filed, yet it was not published until 5.20.2019? (I check frequently for responses) 
Did the EPA backdate this interim response or was it drafted and sent on 2.13.2019? If this was not backdated, is it to be 
expected there will be a lengthy delay to publish a response after the response is sent to the requester? Please let me know if 

this can be clarified. 

Thank you. 

On Wed, May 22, 2019 at 1:40 PM Tim Stephens i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) yrote: 
Kind I y fo 11 owing up. •·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Thank you. 

On Mon, May 20, 2019 at 4:44 PM Tim Stephens [ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !wrote: 
He 11 o, '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

As an investor in the Pebble project, I must question why the EPA's interim response regarding RFC 19001-Bristol Bay, dated 

2.13.2019, was published today on 5.20.2019? I see the new lengthy deadline is dated for 6.29.2019. Can we expect the 

answer to again be hidden and not published until three months after submitted to the requester? Or will this be published 
in a timely manner? 

Thank you. 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 
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-Tim S 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 
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Message 

From: Wehling, Carrie [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11FDC7489698BE69849B301DA6-CWEHLING] 
6/7/2019 3:03:10 PM Sent: 

To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

I ran out of time to do more before my 11 am WOTUS call so feel free to add on with another email .... 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:00 AM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Steven Neugeboren 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 
analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity- they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 
c. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

\?~_IJ_l_i_r_,g.carrie@epa.ggy 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 12:40:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol followup 

Uh oh. Will call about this. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Date: May 16, 2019 at 8:24:33 AM EDT 
To: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <~N=e=u~~~~~==?=-==~ 
"Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol followup 

Sure. I'd be happy to follow up. I'll see you at reg review this morning. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 15, 2019, at 11: 15 PM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

<image00 1. git> 
Hi, Matt. Thanks for inviting us to the meeting today; it was helpful for us since some of that was new to 
us. 

Some of the statements made by Pebble representatives were lacking context so if you have questions 
or would like us to followup with "ground truthing" any of the issues raised, we'd be happy to do so. 
Just let us know. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 4/1/2019 6:40:18 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Yes, thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Sending along as FYI. David F. provided edits to RlO RA re: a Pebble CMS. It's helpful to see the sort of language folks want to use 

for future responses. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 2:30 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

FYI 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Fotouhi edits ... 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

ED_002890_00163984-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 5:05 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Erik - on Monday, let's discuss how to get this CMS over the finish line. 

Allyn -fyi only. Unless you want to handle otherwise, we'll route this through the usual suspects (including Ashley or Cara) and 

present to Chris for signature. 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 4:54 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

As we discussed. Thank you! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: March 29, 2019 at 11:55:10 AM PDT 
To: "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.g.QY> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Please see my edits tracked in the attached draft for your consideration. I'd be glad to discuss further; thank you! 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Pirzadeh, Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 3:36 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Hello David, 
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Chris asked me to send you the attached draft letter for your review and comments. I have added, and highlighted in 
yellow, the language regarding EPA's involvement in the EIS process per Ryan's request. 

Thank you, 

Michelle 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
[__Ex._ 6_ Personal_Privacy_(PP)_] 

Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 9:07 AM 

To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

We need to put on the list for discussion 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Date: March 26, 2019 at 6:58:01 PM PDT 

To: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

If you wouldn't mind sending me reworked versions of your team's drafts, I would be glad to review and 
revise as appropriate. Thanks, Chris. 

Best, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 9:29 AM 
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay 404c - CMS Alaska State Senate Leaders 

Thanks: 

So David are you working on that or should I mark up what we have and send to you and Lee for review. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 26, 2019, at 2:38 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson. yan@epa.gov> wrote: 

ED_002890_00163984-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ryan Jackson 

Chief of Staff 
U.S. EPA 

!__ _____________ Ex._ 6 _______________ i 

On Mar 4, 2019, at 9:22 PM, Hladick, Christopher 

Ryan: 

We have a few of these requests to withdraw the PD. This one from Senate 

leadership from Alaska legislature. Also attached is a proposed response for 

your review. 

Thanks 

Chris 

<19-000-2365 _ Correspondence. pdf> 

<19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello.docx> 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 5/13/2019 3:47:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Ballard Partners/Pebble 

Yes, I'll have to miss another meeting too. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 11:07 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Meeting with Ballard Partners/Pebble 

I have a conflicting meeting for the 404(c) rulemaking but I can skip it as I assume Matt's request gets priority. I *really* hope you 
can join too. 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 11:01 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Meeting with Ballard Partners/Pebble 

Matt has accepted a meeting request from Ballard Partners on behalf of Pebble this Wednesday at 2:00pm in his office. Matt 
would like for you to join the meeting if you're available; please let me know. Thank you! 

Best, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 10:47:14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Update 

Thank you for the summary- very helpful. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:58 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Update 

Hello 404c Team! 

Welcome back. I'm canceling today's meeting because I think a written update and a plan for a more substantive meeting next 

Tuesday is ok for now. 

We had a Bristol Bay check-in this morning with the following agenda, I'm adding some notes as a way of updating. 

NEPA/Permit Oversight 

Public DEIS 

• Scheduled for release Feb. 22 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

• Sent dee. 21 

Public Notice 

Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

Plan for compiling comments on the DEIS, including leveraging ORD expertise 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

• Current plan is on or around Feb. 22 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
•------.--Hriefing:-6eiiilfprep-arefffif Patty-McGratn;-"EriK·,-·P"almer;·na:vid-AJliiufCJfsfiley~·-affdTira Steiner-Riley, to be 

delivered by David, Patty and Palmer. 
• Plan to update this group on our progress during an upcoming 404c Team meeting. 

Media inquiry McClatchy- DDL 1/31 

• Erik, Palmer and/or Ashley will respond to Suzanne's draft 
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CMS Pebble Limited Partnership 

• We are waiting for further instructions from RIO DRA Michelle Pirzadeh and Ryan Jackson 

FOIA 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 

• 1/16/19 scoping meeting has been postponed until Feb. 6 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wheeler, Andrew[wheeler.andrew@epa.govJ___ _________ _ 
JENNIFER HUMPHRE)j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Fri 8/2/2019 3:38:45 PM0 (UTC} -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Pebble Mine 

Dear Mr. Wheeler, 

As the new acting head administrator of the EPA, welcome! 

I understand that your past record of protecting the environment is not very impressive. There is too much 
information out there identifying you as a 'pro polluter'. My family has a history of working in the coal mines in W. 
Virginia. NOT because, they wanted to but, because out of poverty and lack of resources, they had no other 
choice, to support their families. 

We as a society have evolved and learned about many of our mistakes in the past regarding polluting our 
environment and how to live in a cleaner, healthier world. I understand your past as a coal lobbyist and protector 
of the oil industry contradicts your mission to protect the health and welfare of the American People , Not the 
fossil fuel industry. But, I believe everyone can change, and it is my sincere hope, that you WILL be one of 
those people. 

The proposed Pebble Mine will be the future devastation for everything in its path. Commercial fishing 
fleets rely on the 42 million sockeye salmon caught downstream from the proposed open pit mine, in the 
last couple weeks. Do you understand that 31 % of the WORLD'S Sockeye harvest, that generates 1.5 
BILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY and SUPPORTS more than 10,000 U.S. JOBS rely on this clean, 
untouched watershed??? Not to mention the biodiversity in this region that is found NOWHERE else in 
the world!! 

I am asking that you review and change the decision to permit this, the largest, open pit mine, ever 
proposed, in the northern hemisphere. If you do not stop this, you will go down in history as a villain and 
one of the worst heads of EPA in U.S. history. Your family name and relatives will be shamed and 
embarrassed by your irresponsible decision, that WILL effect the future of the people and the 
environment in Alaska FOREVER. Thank you, 

Jennifer Humphrey 

ED_002890_00166162-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wheeler, AndrewJwheeler.andrew@epa:gov] 
Thomas Tallant!._ Ex. _6 Personal_Privacy (PP) _i 

Thur 8/1/2019 2:07:36 AM (UTC) 
Pebble Mine 

Dear Mr. Wheeler, 
Your decision to override Region I O's assessment that the Pebble Mine will destroy the ecosystem of Bristol Bay watershed 
and the region around the proposed mine. 

The science is clear, vetted, and unequivocal: The Pebble Mine will produce billions of gallons of toxic waste that will last in 
perpetuity and that will destroy the salmon and bear habitats of the Bristol Bay watershed. 

A majority of the people of Alaska are opposed to this mine. The mine will destroy the salmon industry in western Alaska, 
and it will harm the bear populations of the region. 

You are standing in the way of science and of public opinion in Alaska. 

Please do not allow the Pebble Mine to go forward Your decision to override Region IO will pollute large parts of 
Southwestern Alaska. It will destroy the livelihoods of Alaskans who depend on fishing and tourism. To add insult to injury, a 
small group of foreign investors will walk away with huge profits. 

I urge you to rescind your decision to override Region I O's earlier findings and decision. 

Thomas Tallant 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wheeler, Andrew[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov] 
Ke 11 y Sweene yr-·-·-·-·E-x."-s·Perioriai·P-rivacy·(P°Fii·-·-·-·-·1 
Wed 8/14/2019 3:27:19 PM (UTC) 
You are an evil man who doesn't care about the environment 

Mr. Wheeler: 

Your decision to kill Alaska's Bristol Bay salmon and gut 

the Endangered Species Act, among others, show you 

don't care about one bit about protecting the environment. 

What a nasty, sneaky, deceitful little man you are. 

You have no shame, on your knees slurping up what 

your corporate masters want you to do. 

You'll be held accountable for the terrible things you 

are doing to our environment. I sincerely hope you get 

what you deserve. 

Kelly 

Capt. Kelly Sweeney 
Master Mariner 
ph:[_ Ex. 6_ Personal_Privacy (PP)_! 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wheeler, Andrew[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov] 
Jim Salka~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) l 
Sun 8/ 11 1to-rn-·r.,.-r:-3TPM-(UTCT·-·-·-·' 
Pebble Mine 

I am appalled that the EPA has reversed it original, and correct decision, to rule that the Pebble Mine would 
violate the Clean Water Act.. A gold mine will never make up the loss of a prime salmon fishery. This sensitive 
riparian environment will never recover from the environmental devastation this mine will pose. Pressuring the 
scientists who oversee and regulate the Clean Water Act is unconscionable and reckless. We can not allow 
political expedience to Trump science. 

Jim Salkas 
,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
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Message 

From: Willey, Katharine [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B62280CA8B184930814F27E4904CD17B-WILLEY, KAT] 

Sent: 7/30/2019 2:59:03 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) [mutz.john@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Remaining Drafts for Your Review 
Attachments: Draft Additional Talkers.docx; Draft Statement.docx 

Could you print these two docs? 

From: Willey, Katharine 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 9:11 PM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov> 

Subject: Remaining Drafts for Your Review 

See attached. 
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To: Barnhart, Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov] 
From: Hoppe, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=HOPPE, ALLISON] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 3:31:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Allison Hoppe 
Attorney Advisor 
American Indian & Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-1912 

I am a proud member of the LGBTQ+ community AND an EPA Ally. Learn more and take the pledge here. 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
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<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n(g)er:; a.gov 
On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 

analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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To: Suriano, Elaine[Suriano.Elaine@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison[hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
From: Barnhart, Megan[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D3D4E164633942E9B7BCC6EEF4DCAFD1-BARNHART, M] 
Sent: Fri 3/16/2018 4:13:18 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble EIS info 
18-000-5435 Correspondence.pdf 
18-000-5456 Correspondence.pdf 

From: Knight, Kelly 
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 6:32 AM 
To: Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble EIS info 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 5:06 PM 
To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble EIS info 

Rob - Thanks for the call earlier. Just to give you a flavor of what we're dealing with here, attached are copies of two CMSs that I 
received just today. The first is from two U.S. House committee chairs and includes the following recommendations: 

the Committees recommend that before taking any further action, EPA recognize 
that a permit application has been completed by Pebble and that the Corps is carrying out a 
rigorous EIS process. Moreover, we suggest that EPA clearly states that in the event the EIS 
scoping process undertaken by the Corps addresses all of the major issues identified in the 2014 
proposed determination, that EPA will withdraw the proposed determination. To further 
alleviate any environmental concerns that you may have regarding this process, the Committee 
recommends that EPA Region IO monitor the Corps' scoping process and review any public 
comments filed therein. After consultation with Region I 0, the EPA can make a final informed 
decision on the status of the proposed determination. 

The second is from the Speaker of the Alaska House and expresses concern that the NEPA process outlined by the Corps is not 
"suitably careful, transparent, thorough, and comprehensive." 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

R. David Allnutt, Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Huber, 
Patrick[Huber.Patrick@epa.gov] 
Cc: Havard, James[Havard.James@epa.gov]; Yusuf, lstanbul[Yusuf.lstanbul@epa.gov] 
From: Wall, Tom[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=128011AC603C4D1A82301ADA1 BDFD733-TWALL] 
Sent: Tue 8/21/2018 6:20:41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: REVISED OW Hearing Docs -- got the Ches Bay paper from here to work from as well 
OW-5 Pebble and 404c.docx 
OW-6 PFAS.7.26.18 .docx 
OW-7 WIFIA.7.27.18.docx 
OW-8 SmallDrinkingWaterSystems. 7 .26.18 .docx 
OW-9 ANV. 7 .27 .18.docx 
OW-10 Conduit.7.27.18.docx 
OW-1 WOTUS.7.25.18.docx 
OW-2 LeadCopperRule.7.26.18 (003).docx 
OW-3 CBP.7.27.18.docx 
OW-4 GLRl.7.27.18.docx 
HABS.docx 
401 Certification.docx 
SpCaseJurisdiction404.docx 
07.23.2018 Senate Letter to EPA Regarding Grassroots Technical Assistance Grants.pdf 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 2:01 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>; Wall, Tom <Wall.Tom@epa.gov>; 
Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov> 
Cc: Huber, Patrick <Huber.Patrick@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: REVISED OW Hearing Docs 

Folks-here are the revised papers that went back up to the Administrator for his hearing prep. Not sure whether these will be the 
final final versions, but ... 
Thanks again for all of the drafting and background! We may yet have additional actions in the run-up to August 1, and doubtless 
some QFRs after that. 
Thanks, 
John 

From: Campbell, Ann 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 1:15 PM 
To: Mclain, Jennifer <Mclain.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; 
Lape, Jeff <lape.jeff@epa.gov>; Sawyers, Andrew <Sawyers.Andrew@epa.gov>; Shimkin, Martha <Shimkin.Martha@epa.gov>; 
Nagle, Deborah <Nagle.Deborah@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: REVISED OW Hearing Docs 

Thanks very much to everyone for your work on these overnight and early this morning. Attached are the final papers sent over to 
OCIR just now. Enjoy the weekend. 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 

From: Campbell, Ann 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 1:12 PM 
To: Frye, Tony (Robert) <f ye.robert@epa.gov>; Ross, David P <ross.davidp@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.g.QY> 
Cc: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Wildeman, Anna <wildeman.anna@epa.gov> 
Subject: REVISED OW Binder Docs 

Tony, please find attached the revised Ow-1 through OW-10 papers. Per yesterday's discussion, I am also including a paper on 
Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs), Section 401 Certification, and Section 404 Special Cases. Lastly, I am including the congressional 
letter recently received on the small drinking water grants. 
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If you could send to me the time and location of Monday's hearing prep so we can have folks there, that would be greatly 

appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

From: Frye, Tony (Robert) 

Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 6:13 PM 

To: Ross, David P <ross.davidp@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: OW Binder Docs 

Hello Team - Attached is the universe of binder documents I have for your office. Administrator Wheeler requested the 
updated documents for tomorrow morning. His first briefing is at 9, so by 830 at the latest would be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you in advance! 

Tony Frye 
Special Advisor 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 
Envirg~gi~_f!!c!l..R~<.?.!~~-tJ.9n Agency 
Cell: i i i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Huber, Patrick[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9123282B85554BC897256204954D1 A2B-HUBER, PATRICK] 
Sent: Tue 7/17/2018 8:31:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 6.27.18 new edits 7-17-18.docx 

John, 

Brian has not heard back from Lee on this yet so we may need to raise tomorrow. I will wait to hear from Brian this evening and if 
Lee doesn't get back to him, will send it first thing in the morning. 

Best, 
Patrick 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 4:23 PM 
To: Huber, Patrick <Huber.Patrick@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble 

Hi Patrick, 

I sent this email to Lee earlier today. If I don't hear back from him, can you add this a late addition to tomorrow's TPs for John? 
will let you know by the morning if Lee replies back to me. 

Thanks. 

bf 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 11:58 AM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Lee, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Here is the new language we inserted: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
If you're fine with this version, I will resubmit it to CMS for your signature. 

Thanks, 
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bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 10:42 PM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Pebble 

That is great. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 16, 2018, at 7:44 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Lee, 

We'll get it to you first thing in the morning. 

Thanks 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 16, 2018, at 5:18 PM, Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian, 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Regards, 

Lee 

From: John Clarke fmailto:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: Monday, Ju I y 16, 2 0 ±g-J:T3--PM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble 

Deputy Assistant Administrator Forsgren, 

I'm very concerned about former Administrator Pruitt's directive that the EPA start looking at curtailing 

its authority under section 404(c). At the same time the Pebble mine's application is moving forward to a 
draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

What are we doing to reinforce our authority under section 404 (c) to stop this monstrosity from 

happening?? And if EPA does somehow prohibit itself from vetoing a mine, what is your plan to stop 

Pebble? I'm very concerned they will just say whatever they need to the Army Corps to get a clean EIS, 

and then the calls will grow louder to lift the PD. But we have said time & again: Wrong Mine, Wrong 
Place and they won't listen! You are our only hope here. 
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Looking forward to your reply. 

John 
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To: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN FRAZER] 
Sent: Tue 6/4/2019 2:40:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 
EPA HQ Bristol Bay visit messages draft 5-31 v2.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Russ - FYI 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Date: June 4, 2019 at 10:34:27 AM EDT 
To: "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert c e a. ov>, "Holsman, Marianne" 
<Holsman.Marianne c e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski. Suzanne c e a. ov> 
Subject: RE: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Attached is the msging/TPs document RlO put together. I plan to share this with Lee now for review. 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2019 10:27 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Nalven, 
Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Sorry, Alison, I meant to get back with you yesterday. We don't have any comments on the regions TPs. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 4, 2019, at 10:25 AM, Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Adding others 

Yes, RlO ( Suzanne) developed some suggested TPs which I shared with our program yesterday ( Brian 
F)! 

Brian - did you have any edits/ tweaks to those talking points before we can share them with Lee and 
Matt L? 

RlO is also taking the first stab at developing a desk statement in case we get asked why EPA is in town . 

Suzanne- is that statement ready to be shared yet? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 4, 2019, at 10:09 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Marianne and Allison -

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, 
Rob S. 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 7:56 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, 
Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; RlO
ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Updated Itinerary - Alaska Travel 

Please see the latest itinerary, I will continue to provide additional details and updates to 
the itinerary as meeting times are finalized and representative names are provided for 
each meeting. 

Rob - meet Marianne -you are both working on this from a public affairs perspective for 

Matt Leopold and Chris Hladick, respectively. 

Thanks! Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

ED_002890_00185612-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 

~a.gov I (cj2a.1,ov/regionlQ 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Orvin, Chris[Orvin.Chris@epa.gov]; Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov] 
From: Spraul, Greg[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FD1 EA61 F0BAA453A93AEB9BCA32DA076-GSPRAUL] 
Sent: Thur 3/21/2019 5:33:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Time to meet on March 27? 

Ok. OW will decline. Thanks for getting back to me. 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 1:27 PM 
To: Sprau I, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Orvin, Chris <0rvin.Chris@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Time to meet on March 27? 

Greg, 

I'm schedule to cover another meeting for Lee the morning of the 27 th
• 

bf 

From: Spraul, Greg 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 1:21 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Orvin, Chris <0rvin.Chris@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Time to meet on March 27? 

Adding Brian. 

Brian - are you available? If so, I will offer Brian and see what they say. 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 1:15 PM 
To: Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Orvin, Chris <0rvin.Chris@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Time to meet on March 27? 

Thanks, Greg-I'm flying back from Denver then after opening our national monitoring conference. Since the request was 

originally for the Administrator, not sure whether a Division Director would be OK? (Brian Frazer covers CWA 404 issues) 
Thanks 
John 

From: Spraul, Greg 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Orvin, Chris <0rvin.Chris@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Time to meet on March 27? 

John, 

Ryan Jackson wants OW and other offices to meet with Alaska Governor Dunleavy's Senior Policy Advisor. 

All of the OW 10 folks are on travel or are unavailable. 

They have availability between 10:15 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. on 3/27. 

Can you make this meeting work? 
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From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 12:55 PM 
To: Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Time to meet on March 27? 

Yes with the caveat that we are meeting in Seattle the following week to address the WOTUS/404 issues. 

From: Spraul, Greg 

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Time to meet on March 27? 

Are you ok if I delegate this meeting request with Alaska Governor Dunleavy's Senior Policy Advisor down to John Goodin? 

Jess is the only person in the 10 that might be available. 

From: Spraul, Greg 
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:32 PM 

To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Time to meet on March 27? 

Let's discuss in the morning. Most of our people will be in NM. 

From: Carter, Brittany S. 
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:12 PM 

To: Sprau I, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>; Dominguez, Alexander <dominguez.alexander@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Time to meet on March 27? 

Hi Greg and Alex, 

AAW is not able to take this meeting request for next Wednesday, 3/27. It is with Alaska Governor Dunleavy's Senior Policy 
Advisor. Greg, could Lee or someone from OW and Alex, maybe Clint or someone in OAR? I've attached the letter of AK concerns. 

Greg, it sounds like 404 mentioned in the attached letter is the main issue. 

They have availability between 10:15 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. on 3/27. Thank you! 

Britt Carter 

Director of Intergovernmental Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Cel I :l_ Ex. _a_ Personal_ Privacy_ (PP) ! 

From: Jackson, Ryan 

Sent: Friday, March 15, 2019 12:06 PM 
To: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Carter, Brittany S. <carter.brittanys@epa.gov>; Humphreys, Hayly 

<humphreys.hayly@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Time to meet on March 27? 

I'll need help getting to appropriate staffer 

Ryan Jackson 

Chief of Staff 

U.S. EPA 

l_ _______________ Ex. __ 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Knudson, Kip C (GOV)" <kip.knudson@Alaska.gov> 

Date: March 15, 2019 at 11:59:57 AM EDT 

To: "jackson. yan@epa.gov" <jackson. yan@epa.gov> 

Subject: Time to meet on March 27? 

Ryan, Alaska Governor Dunleavy's Senior Policy Advisor will be in DC on Wednesday, March 27, and would appreciate 

the opportunity to talk about several issues outlined in the attached letter. 

Thank you in advance for your time. 

Kip Knudson 
Director, State/Federal Relations 

Governor Michael J. Dunleavy 
State of Alaska 
202-624-5988 (direct) 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ( eel I) 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Russell Kaiser[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Palmer 
Hough[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 3:27:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 
10July2019 UTBB Meeting.docx 
UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Lee-- Attachments FYI 

-----Original Message----
From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 10:50 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, 
John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

Here are the notes from the meeting. 

BBNC asked to talk to us today .. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message----
From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 7:25 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

fyi 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:45 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 
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David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 9:44 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; 
Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Subject: UTBB letter - July 10 2019.pdf 

FYI 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 3:48:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

I can meet any time after 200p 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:44 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Looks like 3:00 or 4:00 eastern/12:00 or 1:00 pacific is the best time to meet. 

David - Do you have any flexibility to move your 12:00? 
John - Do you have any flexibility to move you 4:00? 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:38 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, 
Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks, Carrie and Heidi-I am available this afternoon to meet and think it would be useful, consistent with David's availability. 
Suggest David set a time that works for him. 

As for Donlin, Brian Frazer will reach out to Michael Szerlog and the appropriate NEPA folks to try to compile something useful for 
Monday-even if just for David's TPs. 

Thanks, 
John 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Carrie and I thought it would be worthwhile meeting as a group today after 3:00 to discuss: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa,gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa,gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe,allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n(g)er:; a.gov 
On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit... 
Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 

analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 
cumulative effect. 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
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To: Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 6:34:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 
image001.jpg 
ATT00001.htm 
Bristol Bay Presentation Darwin Feb. 2019.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 1:30 PM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; 
Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 

Folks 

Here are the slides for the 2/28 Pebble briefing for Darwin et al. 

Let me know if you have questions. 

Palmer 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Date: February 25, 2019 at 1:23:47 PM EST 
To: "Eng, Connie" <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>, "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Anderson-Carnahan, Linda" <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>, 
"Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Leadership Presentation Slides for 2/28 Darwin Briefing 

Connie, thank you for printing and sharing these with Henry before he gets on his flight this afternoon. 

Pam, please add this pdf to the calendar invite. 
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Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 9:36:28 PM (UTC) 
Draft - revised outline of withdrawal notice 7.17.19.docx 

David/Steve - j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) pnce I hear from 
you, I will start' redrafting. In the meantime, I will go back to sorting out the regulatory history for 231.3. · 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

5/13/2019 5:20:51 PM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; 
Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; 
Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David 
[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 Preparation 
Attachments: NEPA Cover Letter for GC.docx; NEPA Enclosure for GC.docx; 404 Cover Letter for GC.docx; 404 Enclosure for 

GC.docx; Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2_final 

22April2019.docx 
Location: 

Start: 

End: 

RlOSea-Roo m-14 Wa 11 a Wa 11 a/RlO-Room s-Service-Center 

5/13/2019 5:15:00 PM 
5/13/2019 5:45:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

This is the first of two 30-minute meeting to prepare for the May 14 policy briefing. Trying to balance schedule conflicts 
with expectations to send briefing materials by 3pm EST the day before. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Prepare for Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 

Briefing approach 
Supporting materials 

➔ Join b~t_P_hone ______________ , 
' ' Toll number! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Conference ID: ,,.6PecsoaaOP,;,aoy(PP( ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Local numbers: Seattle L·-·-·-·-·Ex._.6_.Pers.onal_.Priva.cy._ {PP>._._·-·-·-·! 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? Try Skype Web App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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Repeating the approach to Check-in 1 would mean that RlO should upload supporting information to the calendar invite 
(and/or share by email) by 3pm EST Monday 5/13. For Check-in 1 we uploaded three documents and David sent a 
supporting email. 

My suggestion is that we work to agree on a purpose, agenda and supporting materials and then share as appropriate by 
3pm EST 5/13. With that in mind, please provide feedback on the following purpose, agenda and materials by the 
morning of 5/13. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Update senior leadership on Pebble Mine NEPA and CWA 404 issues 

Introductions 
Letter prep and meeting schedule 
Alaska trip 
Draft NEPA and 404 letters 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps 
Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC 
NEPA Enclosure for GC 
404 Cover Letter for GC 
404 Enclosure for GC 
Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document- Check-in 1 of 2_on22April2019 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Glazer, Thomas[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6578DEB6A4B042FFBE42A9854429FEBS-GLAZER, THO] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 1 :20:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: quick help requested 

Sure. I'll take a look. 

Tom Glazer 
USEPA Office of General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
7426N WJC North 
(202) 564-0908 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 9:19 AM 
To: Glazer, Thomas <glazer.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: quick help requested 

Can you help me with citations below. I am not great a blue booking and am scrambling to finish the FR notice. I'm trying to cite to 
the complaint and Pl order in the FACA case. Do I need the case citation? Where do I indicate the exact document and 
paragraph/page number? I really appreciate your help! 

Ex. SAC/DP 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Tue 6/18/2019 12:14:04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction and related emails 
Draft interim response BBWA RFC.docx 
RFC 19001 interim 1 021319.pdf 

Can you add this to your list to discuss with David today? My recommendation would be that, subject to your conversation with 
David, we put the draft and the incoming emails with our recommendation on how to handle (send to IQA program staff) into his 
evening folder tonight and then, if we don't hear back, put this on Hot Issues for Thursday. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 6:42 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction due 6/21 

David, 

'l. interim~esoonseJs:due:on: Fridav .. June ~~; .. ~: Deliberative :Pmces:}?:!i•;oe .. ,w •. ·erncess:(DPJ====iE.PA's .::·; ., 

' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Tue 6/11/2019 8:07:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
AGC 2014.PDF 
AGC 2017.PDF 
AK Chamber 2014.pdf 
AK Chamber 2017.pdf 
Alliance letter on Pebble & EPA.docx 
AMA Comments EPA Withdrawal Proposed Determination.pdf 
AOGA EPA Comments 09 19 14.pdf 
CAP 2014.pdf 
CAP 2017.pdf 
RDC 2014.pdf 
RDC 2017.pdf 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 4:06 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

FYI - These are electronic copies of documents that were provided in the meeting today. 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 8:30 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Hi Tami, 

Attached are letters from the organizations participating in this morning's meeting that were submitted for the record on various 
comment opportunities for the EPA Proposed Determination at Pebble. We'll bring copies today, and it's likely you've already seen 

them, but I'm sending along now for reference. 

We're looking forward to seeing you soon. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

On Jun 6, 2019, at 1:19 PM, Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thank you Deantha, I appreciate you sending this over so we can finalize the itinerary details. The meeting will take 
place on the 5th floor of the Anchorage Federal Building (222 W 7th Ave) EPA Raven Room, 569. We typically ask folks 
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to check in at the front desk, but we will plan on meeting you at the Raven room where we will have folks sign in. This 
will save time and hopefully make things easier for everyone. We look forward to hosting this meeting next week. 

If you have any questions or if anything comes up please let me know. 

Tami 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 

Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 12:50 PM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Cc: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Tami, 

Again, thank you for this opportunity. I have confirmed that all organizations that were included on our invitation 

letter will be represented at this meeting by their Chief Executive. This includes: 

Kati Capozzi, Alaska Chamber 
Deantha Crockett, Alaska Miners Association 

Kara Moriarty, Alaska Oil and Gas Association 

Rebecca Logan, Alaska Support Industry Alliance 

Alicia Siira, Associated General Contractors of Alaska 

Karen Matthias, Council of Alaska Producers 

Marleanna Hall, Resource Development Council 

Please let me know if you need any other information from us in advance of the meeting. 

I do know the location of the building but if you could provide the floor and/or suite number of the Raven Conference 

Room I'll ensure everyone gets to the right place. 

Thank you again. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

On Jun 5, 2019, at 1:09 PM, Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Deantha, 
I have tried to reach you via phone in response to your request for a meeting with Matt Leopold while he 

is in Alaska. I am helping coordinate the itinerary for Alaska and we could arrange this meeting on 

Tuesday, June 11th
, from 10:30AM to 11:30AM AST. The meeting would be held at our EPA Alaska 

Operations Office Raven Conference Room. I believe you are familiar with EPA's location, but please let 

me know if you need any directions to share with the representatives who will be in attendance. If you 

could please confirm who will be in attendance that would be most appreciated. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tami 

Alaska 
Pacific Northwest and Alaska 
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222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 
~a.gov I (cj2a.1,ov/regionl0 
<image0Ol.png> <image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png><image006.png> 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deantha Crockett <Deantha@AlaskaMiners.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 3:31 PM 

To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.iohn@epa.gov> 

Cc: maria y@aoga.org; Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>; Rebecca Logan 

<rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>; Alicia Siira <alicia@agcak.org>; Karen Matthias 

<kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>; Patrick Bergt <berg @aoga.org>; mhall@akrdc.org 

Subject: Fwd: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that you are the scheduling point of contact for the EPA visit to Alaska next 

week. Please see the below invitation that was sent to Mr. Leopold requesting that he 

meet with business trade organizations based in Anchorage. We would appreciate your 

consideration of this request. 

Thank you very much. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Deantha Crockett <deantha@alaskaminers.org> 

Subject: Invitation to meet with Alaska trade organizations 
Date: May 29, 2019 at 11:49:38 AM AKDT 

To: leopold.matt@epa.gov 

Cc: Kati Capozzi <kati@alaskachamber.com>, Kara Moriarty 

<maria y@aoga.org>, Rebecca Logan <rlogan@alaskaalliance.com>, Alicia 

Siira <Alicia@agcak.org>, Karen Matthias <kimatthias@alaskaproducers.org>, 

Marleanna Hall <mhall@akrdc.org> 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

Attached please find an invitation to meet with representatives from several 

Alaska business organizations in Alaska. We appreciate your consideration of 

this request, and please let us know if you have any questions. 

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association 
(907) 270-9234 direct 
(907) 563-9229 main 
(907) 317-6323 mobile 
deantha@alaskaminers.org 
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121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 120 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
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To: Glazer, Thomas[glazer.thomas@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 1 :38:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: quick help requested 

Thank you. I really appreciate your quick help! 

From: Glazer, Thomas 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 9:38 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: quick help requested 

This should be more or less correct: 

Ex. SAC/DP 
If you have a bluebook with you, the rule is 10.8.3 Briefs, Court Filings, and Transcripts (at least in the 18th Edition). 

Tom Glazer 
USEPA Office of General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
7426N WJC North 
(202) 564-0908 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 9:19 AM 
To: Glazer, Thomas 
Subject: quick help requested 

Can you help me with citations below. I am not great a blue booking and am scrambling to finish the FR notice. I'm trying to cite to 

the complaint and Pl order in the FACA case. Do I need the case citation? Where do I indicate the exact document and 
paragraph/page number? I really appreciate your help! 

Ex. SAC/DP 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 6/19/2019 7:31 :08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

We will check with Matt tomorrow and get his reaction. 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Thanks, Heidi. 
_ As _m_entioned,_ we typical~y send_th_ese _status_ updates_out_since OEl_ma_nages the _IQG _administrative_process.j __ Ex. s Deliberative_Process_(DPJ __ i., 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
'·rql(·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 12:06 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Attached is the draft response under review by our front office. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:47 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Heidi, 
Typically, OEI (now OMS) is on the hook for sending out these status updates to IQG requesters. Appreciating how redirected this 
case has been, have you developed anything that we could use to update the requester. Target date for a status update is June 21. 
Thanks, 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Bahadori, Tina 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:13 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert 
<Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Kevin, 

I was in a management retreat and just heard your VM from yesterday forwarding the message from 0MB regarding the Pebble 

RfC and timing relative to ongoing litigation.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I _________________ Ex . __ 5 __ De l_i he_ra ti v e __ Process __ ( D P) _______________ l 
Thanks, 

Tina 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

___ Hi,_ a 11 .. We_ meet_ with _Matt to.discuss _this_ R_FC yesterdayj____·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5. ACID P·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j___ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 

brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th
• We will provide further updates once that 

meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 

Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 
any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
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To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 6/19/2019 7:30:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Yes, we will check with Matt tomorrow and get his reaction. 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 12:22 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Thanks, Heidi. 
As mentioned, we typically send these status updates out since OEI manages the IQG administrative process.i Ex. s Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I Ex. 5 De I i be rat iv e Process (DP) ------------------------------------------------• j 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
KjK 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 12:06 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Attached is the draft response under review by our front office. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:47 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Heidi, 
Typically, OEI (now OMS) is on the hook for sending out these status updates to IQG requesters. Appreciating how redirected this 
case has been, have you developed anything that we could use to update the requester. Target date for a status update is June 21. 
Thanks, 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Bahadori, Tina 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:13 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert 
<Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Kevin, 

I was in a management retreat and just heard your VM from yesterday forwarding the message from 0MB regarding the Pebble 

--~!~-~-~5!.!!~i_ri_~.!.~l~J~'!.~-!~--~-~?-~_i_ri_~ __ l_!!i?_ci_~i?_ri__. __ l Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) l 
l _______________________________________________________ E x. ___ s ____ o eil6e-raf ive·---P-ro-cei;·s·-lo·pr·---------------------------------------------------r·· 

Thanks, 

Tina 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 

To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Ex. SAC/DP 
' ! i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 

brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th
• We will provide further updates once that 

meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 

Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 
any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
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To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The.proposed . review sch e d u I e. is_: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 

ED_002890_00197809-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 6/19/2019 4:05:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Your call -- Bristol Bay 
Draft interim response BBWA RFC.docx 

Attached is the draft response under review by our front office. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:47 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Heidi, 
Typically, OEI (now OMS) is on the hook for sending out these status updates to IQG requesters. Appreciating how redirected this 
case has been, have you developed anything that we could use to update the requester. Target date for a status update is June 21. 
Thanks, 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Bahadori, Tina 
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 11:13 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert 
<Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Your call -- Bristol Bay 

Hi Kevin, 

I was in a management retreat and ju st h ea r!g_yQ_l,!!:..Y..M.f r.9.!D._V~_!i!~Lq~y_f_qr:_~-~cqtogJb~JD..~.~-~-9.g_~.f r.9.!D._.OJ'✓.!.e._c~g;:'!.!:9_i.D_gJb_~_p_~_l?.l?J.~---i 

-~!.~--~!1-~ __ t!_~-~~-~-~=-1-~~i~~-!.?. __ ?.!1_~~~~-~--1!_!_i_~~-!_i_°-~J Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
[ _____________________ Ex . __ 5 __ D_e_UOeraliVe--p-r(iCeSS--{[lPJ ____________________ r_ 
Thanks, 
Tina 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
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Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi, a 11. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1§_~:. __ ~_~~_(~_~ _________________________________________________________ ] 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. SAC/DP 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· ; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 

Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 
brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th

• We will provide further updates once that 

meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
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USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner

Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 

<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 

report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 
Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 
participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l:x. 5 Delf6erat1ve Process lDP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
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1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
i i 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
' ' i i 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 6/6/2019 10:37:34 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' ' i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 12:51 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Thanks, Heidi, for putting this together.! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

This list looks pretty comprehensive to me. 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 8:58 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Matt's background binder on Pebble 

Many thank to you and Palmer for putting these together. We are preparing a binder to Matt's trip with pertinent Pebble materials. 

l _______________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative _Process __ { D_P) ----------------------------------------------! 
We will give him the binder at the 2:00pm eastern briefing on Friday and just walking him through the contents. Ashley- Can we 

turn to you to cover the two documents you prepared during the briefing? 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: Nalven, Heidi [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: 5/15/2019 7:58:22 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
CC: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 

Subject: draft IQA Petition response 
Attachments: key issues_RFC19001_responses_working_050819_v3_Erik Peterson_ACP _HN cw.docx 

Hi Palmer - Attached is a version with edits/comments from me and Carrie. Please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: 
From: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 6/18/20191:01:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction and related emails 

win aoi Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ] 
i ,_ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i' 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) pvry-ineeiiniTs·-af2&iifwo-iifa·-iiee-a·-1Ee·-eiiiaif"b"§-·-·-·· 
'TIJ u to-pnnt our ·1·hanks. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jun 18, 2019, at 8: 14 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Can you add this to your list to discuss with David today? My recommendation would be that, subject to your 
conversation with David, we put the draft and the incoming emails with our recommendation on how to handle (send 
to IQA program staff) into his evening folder tonight and then, if we don't hear back, put this on Hot Issues for 
Thursday. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

_wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 6:42 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, 
Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: Draft interim response re: Bristol Bay Request for Correction due 6/21 

David, 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
r•-•_....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,.....,......_.-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•• i E'5 o,i;,.,,t;,e Pcocm (DP( i EPA' s i nte rim response is due on Friday, June 2 rt _r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex~·-!fDeHberatlve-P·rocess"(i:iPr·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

'1-----~~~----~---~-~-~-~-~-~-~~-!-~_i;---p-~-~~;;-;---(-□P) ___ l 
Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

<Draft interim response BBW A RFC.docx> 

<RFC 19001 interim 1 021319. pd±> 
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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Wed 7/24/2019 5:03:08 PM (UTC) 
Re: For your weekly with Carrie 

This is fine. Pls send to David. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 11 :47 AM, Nalven, Heidi wrote: 

Steve - Below is the key concluding paragraph for Section IV.A. that I had put together last night with edits from 
Carrie that she is going to discuss with you. 

Ex. 5AC/AWP/DP 
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To: Lewis, Jen[Lewis.Jen@epa.gov]; Levine, MaryEllen[levine.maryellen@epa.gov]; Wade, Alexis[Wade.Alexis@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 7:04:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: my weekly with david Oen - see gkm first) 

Thanks. copying MEL and alexis that jen will come. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Lewis, Jen 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 2:46 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: my weekly with david (jen - see gkm first) 

Yes, I can come (Liz can't). 

Jen Lewis 
Deputy Associate General Counsel 
Solid Waste and Emergency Response Law Office 
(202) 564-2097 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: OGC WLO -=-:::::.=.....!C..!...===="--
Cc: Lewis, Jen 
Subject: my weekly with david (jen - see gkm first) 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Carrie Wehling[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Sun 6/9/2019 8:29:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Very helpful. If I don't have from other emails (still catching up) can you please send me the donlin docs and point me to 

particular places of likely most relevant? Thank you. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carrie and I thought it would be worthwhile meeting as a group today after 3:00 to discuss: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 
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Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n@epa. JOV 

On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit ... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 
analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 
the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Jensen, Amy A.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=811 EEFF6CF6E47F9996DB91 B4372DFB0-JENSEN, 
AMY] 
Sent: Tue 8/6/2019 8:16:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Ah, good point. Michael said this response will be something for Cami and Erik to work on, so I may be 
off the hook! 

-Amy 

Amy Jensen 
Regional Wetland Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Wetlands and Oceans Section, Water Division 
1200 6th Ave, Suite #155, Mail Stop 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
Office: (206) 553-0285; Ce11LEx._6_Personal Privacy_(PP)] 

Email: jensen.amy@epa.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 12:47 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

_____ Sorry -_I'm_ very h_appy to_ help you tho_ugh_ and_review. __ ln_ general, __ !_ would __ recommend_["E·;c:-s-i:iei.;l:iii·r.;11ve·P·r.;e:;;ss-(iiP)·1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2019 12:41 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Sadly, I was hoping something had already been drafted on this one. 

' ' i i 

1 Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Any other ideas? 

-Amy 
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Amy Jensen 
Regional Wetland Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Wetlands and Oceans Section, Water Division 
1200 6th Ave, Suite #155, M~iLSto.o_.:l.4.70.:l.2.Sf?attle, Washington 98101-3188 
Office: (206) 553-0285; Cell:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 
Email: jensen.amy@epa.gov ' 

-----Original Message-----
From: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 11 :05 AM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Hi Amy -i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. _5 _ De Ii be ra tive _Process_ (DP )·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i 
!_ ___________________________________ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2019 10:58 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Ashley - Has this letter already been written??? 

-Amy 

Amy Jensen 
Regional Wetland Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
Wetlands and Oceans Section, Water Division 
1200 6th Ave, Suite #155, Mail Stop 14-D12 Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
Office: (206) 553-0285; Cell:[ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Em a i I: j e nse n. a my@e pa. goJ-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
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Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Sorry, forgot to attach the file -- I am not sure if its Amy or Annie who will take the lead to respond to the 
CMS. I am off tomorrow. 
Thanks -- Bella 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2019 12:35 PM 
To: Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; 
Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela Chung 
<Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - - R10-19-000-7089 --404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the 
Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 

Control R10-19-000-7089 has been assigned to our office. 
Control Subject: 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process and the Bristol Bal Proposed Determination 
From: Cheyette, Daniel L. 
Due Date: August 12, 2019 
Note: 
CMS - COMPLEX **COMPLEX RESPONSE for RA SIGNATURE** Please submit response for RA 
review and signature no later than 08/12/2019. WD is the primary responding office. 
ADMIN - Once the final letter has been reviewed by your OD, please save a copy in the G-Drive CMS 
folder (G:\Baker\CMS) and send an email to R1 O-ORA@epa.gov that a CMS is ready for the RA's review 
& signature. Please DO NOT attach the letter to the email. 
Remember the Yellow Folder & Concurrence still needs to come to the ORA Office also. For questions 
about the scope or content of the response, please contact Marianne Holsman or Michelle Pirzadeh. 

Amy, let me know if you will be responding to the task and if we need to request for an extension. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 8:01:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 11 19.docx 

No bother, thanks for checking in. 

The attached itinerary ended up being the final. As an FYI: IVC cancelled their meeting on June 10th
• They requested a phone 

follow up meeting, but I have not heard back since my reach out (via email) to try and schedule. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2019 11:56 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary 

Hi Tami-

Sorry to bug you. Is this the final itinerary for Matt Leopold's June trip to Alaska? Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 12:36 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Date: May 21, 2019 at 11:58:48 AM PDT 
To: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Mutz, John" <mutz.john@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Good afternoon, Please see the updated draft itinerary for the Alaska travel beginning Monday evening. The 
stakeholder meetings are still being confirmed and so meeting times may change in each location, but at this point 
the flight times remain the same. Have all of the HQ travelers confirmed their flights? Do we know the final list of HQ 
travelers? 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the Alaska itinerary. 
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Thanks! Tami 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 5:29 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Dear patient friends - What is the latest information on Matt's itinerary for his travel to Seattle & 
Anchorage during the week of June 10? 

I am copying Fletcher Mutz, Matt's travel preparer, and Brian Frazier, who is assisting Lee Forsgren. 

Thank you. And, of course, if we owe you information, please let us know that too. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 10/10/2018 5:13:04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404(c) - Draft Regional CMS for Tim Stephens - 404(c) Team Review Request 

Brittany's language looks fine to me. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Bennett, Brittany 
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 9:53 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay 404(c) - Draft Regional CMS for Tim Stephens - 404(c) Team Review Request 

Than ks_ for_ a. cha nee to _review, Erik .. I. think you_ might _want ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex.5 Delibe.rativ~ Process lDPL. ____________________________________ !__ __ , 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Brittany K. Bennett 
Ecologist 
U.S. EPA, Office of Water 
ph: 202.564.1896 
Bennett.Brittany@epa.gov 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 6:30 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@ epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Ortiz, 
Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay 404(c) - Draft Regional CMS for Tim Stephens - 404(c) Team Review Request 

Hello 404(c) Team, 

Please provide feedback on the attached Draft Letter by 10 am PST/ 1 pm EST 10/10. 
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Sorry for the quick turn-around. The substantive language is from the most recent Western Caucus draft response letter. 

Mr. Stephens is one of about 4 Pebble investors who has been emailing Patty McGrath, myself and the RlO RA Chris Hladick. I am 
! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:21 :49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Signed this morning EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 
image003.png 
ATT00001.htm 
07302019 EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 Notice to Withdraw Pebble Deposit Area, SW Alaska.pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Signed this morning EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Gahner, Pamela" <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 7:56:19 AM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Hladick, Christopher" <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>, "Pirzadeh, Michelle" <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>, 
"Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Signed this morning EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 

Signed this morning, please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Jensen, Amy A.[jensen.amy@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 8/22/2019 3:27:58 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Final Response to Trustees 8.14.2019 
R10-19-000-7088 Limans final response 08142019.pdf 
R10-19-000-7088 Litmans concurrence 08142019.pdf 
07242019 Trustees for Alaska.pdf 
Control Slip.pdf 
EPA Response.docx 

Hi Amy - Here is the language that we used in the most recent Bristol Bay-related CMS. You could use 
this as well. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

-----Original Message-----
From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 2:07 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Final Response to Trustees 8.14.2019 

Hi Heidi, Carrie, Ashley, Suzanne, Lindsay and Palmer, 

FYI - The attached final response is, as far as I know, the most recent Bristol Bay CMS response that 
EPA has issued. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella <Patheal.Bella@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 10:30 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Cc: Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Final Response to Trustees 8.14.2019 

EPA Final Response to Trustees for AK. 
CMS R10-19-000-7088. 
I will be closing the task in CMS and mailing the hard copy today. 

Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2019 4:06 PM 
To: Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS Response to Trustees for AK- R10-19-000-7088 

For your review and comment. 

Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 201912:15 PM 
To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Cc: Angela Chung <Chung.Angela@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - R10-19-000-7088 

Following up on who is taking the lead to respond to the CMS. Let me know if I need to request for 
reassignment or extension. 

Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
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Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 

-----Original Message-----
From: Patheal, Bella 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1 :33 PM 
To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Angela 
Chung <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill 
<nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Pamela Gahner - R10-19-000-7088 

The CMS has been assigned to our office. 
Control Subject: EPA Reconsideration of Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the 
Use of an Area as a Disposal Site: Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska -- Reference docket number 
EPA-R1 0-OW-2017-0369 
From: Litmans, Brian 
Trustees for Alaska 
Due Date: August 7, 2019 
Note: Prepare for RA's review and approval. 
Please let me know who should be taking the lead to respond to the task. 

Thanks. 
Bella D. Patheal 
Executive Office Manager 
Water Division 
(206) 553-1256 Fax: (206) 553-1280 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Mail Stop: 19-C09 
Seattle, WA 98101-3188 
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To: Owens, Kim[Owens.Kim@epa.gov]; Fidis, Alexander[Fidis.Alexander@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 10:29:34 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: FYI only - Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From Trump EPA 
image2019-06-26-084914 (002).pdf 

Hi Kim and Alex -

Just letting you know since you are acting for Cara that EPA issued the attached memo yesterday, directing Region 10 "to resume 

,._i!_~--~~ElJ!.~~-r_a_tjg_n.__~b_E:~~-~r-t-°-.Y'!!~~-~~?.Y'!_~~-~-?.Q_l_~.f~~-~osed Determination."i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
l_ _______________ Ex._ 5_ Del I berat1ve __ Process _(DP) ________________ jWi 11 keep you posted. '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 5:43 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Best-Wong, Benita <Best
Wong.Benita@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Forsgren, 
Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Murphy, Stacy <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <0rtiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Wake, Neverley <wake.neverley@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, 
Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI only - Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From Trump EPA 

Gold Mine With $100 Billion Lode to Get Lifeline From 
Trump EPA 
https: ll'll'll'.hloomherg.com news articles 20 /9-06-26 pehhle-;:old-mine-in-alaska-to-;:et-li/eline-kom-tmmp-s-epa 
By 
Jennifer A Dlouhy 
June 26, 2019, 12:00 PM EDT Updated on June 26, 2019, 12:13 PM EDT 

• Mine would tap massive lode of gold, copper and molybdenum 
• Risks to Bristol Bay wild salmon fishery raised by critics 

The Trump administration is throwing a lifeline to the massive Pebble Mine planned near Alaska's Bristol Bay, as regulators move 
toward undoing Obama-era environmental restrictions that have thwarted the project. 

The Environmental Protection Agency will resume considering on Wednesday whether to withdraw the proposed water pollution 
restrictions that have effectively stalled the project since they were outlined in 2014, said a senior EPA official who asked for 
anonymity to discuss the matter before it is public. Reconsidering the issue -- after a year-and-a-half hiatus -- is a necessary prelude 

to the EPA officially lifting the restrictions later. 
The EPA's action is a significant boost for Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. and Pebble LP supporters, who have called on the EPA to 
lift the Clean Water Act restrictions and let the proposed gold, copper and molybdenum mine move forward. 
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Dillingham, Alaska in the Bristol Bay region. 

Photographer: Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News/MCT via Getty Images 
Northern Dynasty rose the most since November on the news, jumping as much as 28% in New York trading. 

Developers have touted the mine's potential, saying it aims to tap "the most significant undeveloped copper and gold resource in 

the world," with 6.5 billion tons of known minerals and another 4.5 billion tons of assumed minerals. The bounty of gold alone is 
estimated to be worth more than $100 billion. 

But that mineral lode has been out of reach largely because of the project's location in southwestern Alaska, inside an area that 

drains into Bristol Bay, home to the world's most productive wild salmon fishery. Conservationists, local activists and fishing 
operations have fought the project for more than a dozen years, warning it could jeopardize the region's salmon -- and a flourishing 

fishery with a catch that topped $281 million last year. 

The Trump administration action targets the EPA's 2014 proposal limiting the discharge of mining waste in the Bristol Bay 
watershed. The proposed restrictions, issued under former President Barack Obama even before project developers submitted a 

mine plan or formally sought government authorizations, could preclude the company from obtaining essential permits from the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The restrictions can't legally be finalized until 2021 because of a court settlement the EPA reached with Pebble Mine in May 2017. 

Until then, the EPA has agreed not to impose more permanent restrictions under a section of the Clean Water Act governing the 

dumping of dredged or fill material. 
Developers have since sought a permit, and the Army Corps is evaluating the project's environmental impacts. However, confusion 

about the status of the five-year-old proposed limits casts a cloud over the process, EPA General Counsel Matthew Leopold said in a 

draft memo reviewed by Bloomberg. It is important to make a final decision on the 2014 proposal to provide clarity and 

transparency to the public, Leopold argued in the memo. 

EPA's move follows calls to scrap the proposed restrictions from conservative and business groups, including Americans for Tax 

Reform, Americans for Prosperity and the Competitive Enterprise Institute. The groups argued Oba ma's EPA effectively issued a 
preemptive veto of the project, short-circuiting substantive review of the mine based on assumptions about what it would look like. 

Pebble also argued its new mine plan is significantly different from what the Obama administration anticipated. 

While restarting the review doesn't guarantee the proposed limits will be scrapped, the drafted memo echoes the conservative 

criticism of the agency's approach under Obama. The EPA is now also preparing to invoke provisions in the Clean Water Act 
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allowing it to coordinate with the Army Corps as it vets the mine, according to the drafted document. 
The Trump administration has taken an inconsistent approach to the project. 

First, under former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency proposed lifting the Obama-era water limits before Pruitt made a 

surprise decision to leave them in place eight months later. Now, the EPA is effectively reinstating the process that was underway 

before Pruitt's pivot. Current EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler has recused himself from any involvement in the issue, because 

his former law firm Faegre Baker Daniels LLP provided services to Pebble. 

Northern Dynasty has been raising funds amid the government review. On June 24, the company closed the sale of 12.2 million 
shares, raising $5 million, saying it needed the money to fund the ongoing environmental impact study of the project and continued 

"outreach and engagement with political and regulatory offices." It also sold large blocks of shares in March, raising more than $10 

million. 

The project still faces headwinds -- including stiff political opposition in Congress, where a provision that would temporarily block 

the project was tucked into a House spending bill earlier this month. 
- With assistance by Stephen Lee, and Susan Decker 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

ED_002890_00214298-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



To: Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 6/7/2019 4:18:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 8:38 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, 
Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks, Carrie and Heidi-I am available this afternoon to meet and think it would be useful, consistent with David's availability. 
Suggest David set a time that works for him. 

As for Donlin, Brian Frazer will reach out to Michael Szerlog and the appropriate NEPA folks to try to compile something useful for 
Monday-even if just for David's TPs. 

Thanks, 
John 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:22 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

A few more points to add: TU's ask was for EPA to get fully engaged in the process (not really anything with respect to the 404(c)). 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Carrie and I thought it would be worthwhile meeting as a group today after 3:00 to discuss: 

1----~~-:---~---~~-~--~-~-~-~~!-~~~----~-~~~~-~~---J-~_~_t __ I 
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Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 11:04 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa,gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa,gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe,allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Matt's meeting with Trout Unlimited -- important information for meeting on Monday 

Thanks Carrie - that's very helpful information. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1 223 
stern.all n(g)er:; a.gov 
On Jun 7, 2019, at 8:00 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehlin :;:i.Carrie@ef a. 1ov> wrote: 

<image00l.gif> 

Hi, folks .... please pass on to other team members as you see fit... 

Matt had a very interesting meeting with TU this morning. Here are a couple of points that TU made that you might 
want to consider building on for Monday's meeting: 

1. There is no place on Earth like Bristol Bay and its headwaters - mining in this place is different from others 

because of the critical nature of this habitat, which is unique and exceptional. 

2. Because of this location, there really should be the "high bar" for examining the impacts of mining activity, 
especially a mine of this scale - and the Corps DEIS comes nowhere close to this. 

3. A good comparison is the Donlon mine which is comparable in size but is not located in such an exceptional 

area. The Corps did a MUCH better job with the analysis of impacts there. [Matt was very interested in the 

comparison with the Corps process for Donlon - so information on the permitting timetable, the amount of 

analysis, etc. for that mine would be good to provide perhaps even as a lead-in to the discussion] 

4. TU emphasized several special deficiencies in the DEIS: 

a. The tailings dam in a seismically active area being maintained in perpetuity-they said the Corps 

rejected EPA's request for study 

b. Missing construction and operation plans 

C. The wastewater management plans - TU emphasized that the wastewater generated for just the 

planned mine would be 4x the amount generated by any other mine in Alaska and 3x any other mine in 

the US, would dewater significant groundwater, and would have catastrophic impact on downstream 
waters and fisheries - and this does not even account for the increase in the mine size which is expected 

to expand 8x. TU said DEIS does not even address the larger mine's wastewater when that should be a 

cumulative effect. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
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To: Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Steiner-Riley, Cara[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0BEF7D04F2E64E4B8B90235A30CC7109-STEI NER-RI LEY, CARA] 
Sent: Sat 5/18/2019 12:34:24 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Dillingham Visit - June 13th (DRAFT MESSAGE) 

Looks great. Thanks!! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 17, 2019, at 4:44 PM, Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thank you both, I deleted'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. 5 _ Deliberative _Process_ (DP) __________________________________________ ~nd appreciate the 
changes you made. Let me know if Cara has any other changes. I will sent to Michelle and Chris before I go, or first 
thing Monday AM. Depending on when I hear back from you. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 3:02 PM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Dillingham Visit - June 13th (DRAFT MESSAGE) 

Hi Tami-

Thanks for chatting. Here are my thoughts. 

Cara -i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) !here have been news reports that do 
not q u ate an "EPA spokesman but ·say ,for.exam pf e: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

"Wheeler cast his decision as a "voluntary recusal" since he never provided services to a Faegre Baker 
Daniels client on the Pebble Mine and government advisers have said the move isn't necessary to fulfill 
federal ethics rules. Wheeler said his recusal would last as Ion as he leads the Environmental 
Protection ency. In the meantime, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Good Afternoon: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Fordham, Tami 

Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 10:09 AM 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Dillingham Visit - June 13th (DRAFT MESSAGE) 

Cara - here is a rough draft, I look forward to talking with you. 

Good Afternoon: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 
Alaska Operations Office 
EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 
222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 

~a.gov I (cj2a.1,ov/regionl0 
<image0Ol.png> <image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png><image006.png> 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Fri 5/17/2019 5:08:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Dillingham Visit - June 13th (DRAFT MESSAGE) 

Cara - here is a rough draft, I look forward to talking with you. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 
Anchorage. AK 99513 
(907) 271-1484 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 4/3/2019 3:54:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Site visit to Bristol Bay/Pebble 

FYI -

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2019 5:27 AM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Site visit to Bristol Bay/Pebble 

Matt's response .... 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2019 6:21 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <FotouhLDavid@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Site visit to Bristol Bay/Pebble 

Hi Carrie, 

We're working on a schedule. The RA will be in town next week to discuss. I would think that it will be late June or even the 

beginning part of July. 

I'll keep you posted. 

Thanks, Matt 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 
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From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2019 8:27 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <FotouhLDavid@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven We a. ov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Site visit to Bristol Bay/Pebble 

Hi, Matt. Last week we discussed that RlO very highly recommends your visiting the Bristol Bay/Pebble watershed areas of 

interest. I think we left it that you were going to chat with the RA about. Since folks are very anxious to begin planning for this, 

have you decided that you would like to have a site visit? 

If so, sounds like RlO would like to schedule that in early June (I think to coincide with a visit to RlO you were already planning). 

Should they work with Carla to set that up? I'm assuming you would like them to do the planning based on their recommendations 

of where to visit and whom to meet, but they would also of course be willing to include any specific places/people you wanted. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 2/25/2019 6:01 :28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Powerpoint for Darwin Briefing on 2/28/19 
BB Presentation Darwin Feb. 2019.pptx 

Hi Pam -

Per email conversation with Patty this morning, I am attaching the final powerpoint for briefing this week. 

Thanks! 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 8/19/2019 11 :40: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Hi Lisa -

Here is the email chain on this. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 4:26 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 11:33 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Ashley- I do not have an ETA. Not my highest priority at the moment to be honest. If there is some urgency, you may need to find 
another to do this. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Aug 15, 2019, at 11:05 AM, Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi - Do you have an ETA on this? Thanks. 
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Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Monday, August 05, 2019 1:27 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Attached is the memo I drafted that was requested by Steve N. as well as the final itinerary (from Tami) to go together 

with the meeting notes. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:55 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Hi David -

This is a friendly reminder about this. Given that we may need to put together a record in the near term, we'd 

appreciate having these done within a week if possible. Let me know if there is anything I can do to help with this. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Sunday, June 30, 2019 8:46 PM 

To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

I can do this, but it may take a while. I have a record of who attended each meeting and very rough notes. Bear with 

me. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 25, 2019, at 1:29 PM, Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> wrote: 

Filling the attached form out for the recent trip was raised with Matt and he approved filling this out. 
Can you fill this out with the information you have for each meeting? Is there anyone else that should 

help? Or that I should ask instead? 
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Steve N asked that we put together a short memo that includes the purpose of the trip and the trip 
agenda. I can pull that together from other documents we put together for the trip. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 6:24 AM 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

<Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Bolen, Brittany <bolen.brittany@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 

<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@ epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@ epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill 

<nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 

<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison 

<hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin 
<Schwab.Justin@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Blackmond, Vicky 
<Blackmond.Vicky@epa.gov>; Haskins, Antonio <Haskins.Antonio@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan 

<0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Inge, Carolyn 

<lnge.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Schaedle, Candi 

<Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami 

<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew 
<Simons.Andrew@epa.gov>; Green, Noelle <Green.Noelle@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 

<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

To all: 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about this. We appreciate your assistance. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:35 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Fotouhi, David; Forsgren, Lee; Bolen, Brittany 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Allnutt, David; Goodin, John; Tomiak, Robert; Nalven, Heidi; 

Wehling, Carrie; Stern, Allyn; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; 
Hough, Palmer; Detwiler, Susan K.; Nogi, Jill; Peterson, Erik; Szerlog, Michael; Barnhart, Megan; Hoppe, 

Allison; Marshall, Tom; Schwab, Justin; LaCroix, Matthew; Blackmond, Vicky; Haskins, Antonio; Opalski, 
Dan; Chung, Angela; Inge, Carolyn; Fordham, Tami; Schaedle, Candi; Kime, Robin; Lovell, Will (William); 

Frazer, Brian; Grandinetti, Cami; Jefferson, Tricia 

Subject: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 

When: Monday, June 10, 2019 11:00 AM-12:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service

Center; R10Sea-RoomSup-21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

VTC will be available in the following locations: 

HQ personnel - DC Room ARN 4045 

RlO personnel - 21-Umatilla 

RTP will open the conference line for those not able to attend via VTC. Please use the call in 
number below to be connected. 
Conference: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·· 

l.-~~:-~--~-e._r_5..~-~~~--~-~i~~~~-(~~Ll 

HQ POC: John Mutz, 202-564-8043 
Rl0 POC: Erik Petersen, 206-553-6382 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Record.docx> 

<June 2019 Trip to Alaska Memo.docx> 
<June 2019 Alaska Travel_M Leopold_Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6_11_19 (002).docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 3/6/2019 6:43:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Looks like the same letter except that I removed a "that" and "acting" from Wheeler. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, March 06, 2019 10:40 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

Relating to the request from David for the AK senate response. 

Not sure of the timing of Vanessa's response compared to your response. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2019 7:20 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

Good morning David, 

The electronic CMS 2365 is located Here, the Giessel Coghill Costello Draft Letter. This CMS is located under the Bristol Bay 2019 
File in the "G" drive. Thanks. 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Monday, March 4, 2019 5:04 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Michelle and Chris are looking for the electronic version of our draft response - I could not find on the g: drive. Could you send to 

me? Thanks. 

, .............................................................. ________________ _ 
R. David Allnutt. Director 
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•• 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EF'A, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle. Washington 98101-3140 

(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 10:02 AM 
To: Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 
David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 

Vanessa, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 8:37 AM 
To: Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, 
Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

Vanessa -yes, this should go to Erik. I've copied him. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 8:24 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov> 
Subject: Incoming CMS: 19-000-2365 
Importance: High 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Vanessa Marshall, Administrative Specialist 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U,S, EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mail Stop OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6240 
marshall.vanessa@ p ,g v 
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To: Marshall, Vanessa[marshall.vanessa@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 4/1/2019 6:58:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: CMS 19-000-2365_Draft Letter_ Giessel Coghill Costello 

Hi - I concur on the letter. Thanks for sending the redline separately, Erik. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Marshall, Vanessa 
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 11:27 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: CMS 19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello 
Importance: High 

Will do. Thank you. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Marshall, Vanessa <marshall.vanessa@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS 19-000-2365_Draft Letter_Giessel Coghill Costello 

Vanessa, 

Please route the draft letter for Alaska State Senators consistent with the concurrence sheet and draft saved on the G drive. 

G:\Baker\CMS\OERA\Bristol Bay- CMS\2019\19-000-2365_Bristol Bay Withdraw PD AK State Senate 

The draft on the G drive reflects 3/29 edits from David Fotouhi sent to Michelle and Chris. 

Ashley, I'll send you the red line draft from David F separately. You can send you edits to me or concurrence directly by email to 
myself and Vanessa. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 2/8/2019 10:22:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Allnutt Check-in 2/12/19 - Draft Agenda 

Looks good to me. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 11:59 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Allnutt Check-in 2/12/19 - Draft Agenda 

Patty, Ashley and Molly, 

Please send comments/additions before COB 2/11 so that I can add the final agenda to the calendar invite for the check-in with 
David on the 12th at 1:15 pm PST (I changed the time due to David and Linda having multiple conflicts). 

Draft Agenda 

NEPA/Permit Oversight (below is from 1/29 check-in) 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

Public Notice 

Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

Plan for compiling comments on the DEIS, including leveraging ORD expertise 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

CMS 
• AK State Senate Leaders 
• Pebble Limited Partnership 
• Thomas Allen 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 
• Scoping meeting 

Press 
• McClatchy 

FOIA 
• Trustees 
• McKeever 
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Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 6:18:13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 10:00 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

FYI for your records 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 6:30 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian~ epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Brian 

! ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Dec 19, 2018, at 5:20 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks, Lee. 

bf 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 4:08 PM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Review: Pebble Limited Partnership CMS Response 

Brian 

I am fine with Chris Hladick's response. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Dec 19, 2018, at 2:43 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

ED_002890_00215415-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production009 



Lee, 

0 n 12/5 / 18, Pe b b I e sent tbe..att.acb..e.dJe.tter_to.ActLo.e:)~.dministr.ator_W.b.eeleuenu.estine_tbat_EPA. ______________ ~ 

,. withdraw the _Peb_ble_Po.__l__~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-Ex."_S ___ Del_i_berative_~Process_~(D_P) __ ~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~j .. 
i i 
i i 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

1 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

RlO's deadline to send this out is 12/28, we would appreciate your thoughts on it as soon as you return 
to the office on 12/26 so we can close the loop with RlO. 

Thanks, 

bf 

***************************** 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetland, Oceans and Watersheds 
Office of Water 
USEPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202-566-1652 

<19-000-1541 Collier Draft Letter 12-19-18.docx> - -
<19-000-1541_ Correspondence. pdf> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 1/28/2019 8:08:00 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1 /29/19 - Draft Agenda 

Hi Erik - I don't have anything to add. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 11:38 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay - Allnutt Check-in 1/29/19 - Draft Agenda 

Patty, Ashley, Molly and Palmer, 

Draft agenda for check-in with David 1/29 at 9 am PST. Please send feedback by, if possible, 4 pm PST today. I'd like to add the 
agenda to the meeting invite before the end of the day. 

Agenda 

NEPA/Permit Oversight 

NEPA Preliminary EIS Comments 

Public Notice 

PLP's draft Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

404c 

Bristol Bay NEPA and 404 Leadership Update 

CMS Pebble Limited Partnership 

FOIA 

Request for Correction or Withdrawal 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

5/13/2019 5:20:51 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 

[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; 
Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov] 

CC: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 

Subject: Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 Preparation 
Attachments: NEPA Cover Letter for GC.docx; NEPA Enclosure for GC.docx; 404 Cover Letter for GC.docx; 404 Enclosure for 

GC.docx; Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2_final 

22April2019.docx 
Location: 

Start: 

End: 

R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center 

5/13/2019 5:15:00 PM 
5/13/2019 5:45:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

This is the first of two 30-minute meeting to prepare for the May 14 policy briefing. Trying to balance schedule conflicts 
with expectations to send briefing materials by 3pm EST the day before. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Prepare for Bristol Bay RlO-HQ Policy Briefing #2 

Briefing approach 
Supporting materials 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number: I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i 

. . -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 ! 

Conference 101 Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i·-·· 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Local numbers: SeattlJ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) iAnchoragJ'~~--;·;~;~:-~:;~~;~~:~-;~~;·-i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• j ! 

i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? fry Skype Web App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 

Repeating the approach to Check-in 1 would mean that RlO should upload supporting information to the calendar invite 
(and/or share by email) by 3pm EST Monday 5/13. For Check-in 1 we uploaded three documents and David sent a 
supporting email. 
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My suggestion is that we work to agree on a purpose, agenda and supporting materials and then share as appropriate by 
3pm EST 5/13. With that in mind, please provide feedback on the following purpose, agenda and materials by the 
morning of 5/13. 

Purpose 

Agenda 

Update senior leadership on Pebble Mine NEPA and CWA 404 issues 

Introductions 
Letter prep and meeting schedule 
Alaska trip 
Draft NEPA and 404 letters 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps 
Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule 
NEPA Cover Letter for GC 
NEPA Enclosure for GC 
404 Cover Letter for GC 
404 Enclosure for GC 
Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document- Check-in 1 of 2_on22April2019 
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To: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN 
FRAZER] 
Sent: Mon 3/25/2019 11 :21 :42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: BB 

Thanks, Sandra. 

********************************************* 

Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Mar 25, 2019, at 7:17 PM, Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 

, ____ > _OGC _mentioned _that_the _d_elegation _memo_was _in_ the_signature_ process,_ and_we_ discussed i e,,o,u, .... ;,.p.,,.,,1oe1_i_, 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Fidis, Alexander[Fidis.Alexander@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/3/2019 9:24:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: July 1 0th_2:00 pm_3:00 pm meeting attendees 

Ashley - were you planing to attend? 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 3, 2019 at 1 :29:48 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c: e a. ov>, "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>, "Wilson, 
Wenona" <Wilson.Wenona d.Je a. ov> 
Subject: FW: July 10th_2:00 pm_3:00 pm meeting attendees 

Allyn - sending this to you for a couple of reasons. First, because I neglected to mention at today's BB check-in the 
tribal consultation/meeting requests that have begun to come in as a result of the memo from last week. And second 
because it looks like this group will be represented by counsel. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Wilson, Wenona 
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2019 1:24 PM 
To: Rob Rosenfeld[ Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) ! Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan 
<0palskLDan@epa.gov> . 

Subject: RE: July 10th_2:00 pm_3:00 pm meeting attendees 

Thank you Rob. We look forward to seeing you all here in Seattle on July 10. 

Wenona Wilson 
Senior Tribal Policy Advisor 
EPA Region 10 
206-553-2148 office 

l. Ex. 6 Personal PrivacyWP)_ )el I 

From: Rob Rosenfeld <"E;~·s-P~;~-~~;i-P;i;;·~y-(PPJ--i 
Sent: Wednesday, Jul/03, 2019 1:19 PM ' 
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To: Wilson, Wenona ·..::....:.==::;_·;,,s~l;·;s_;;~===· Allnutt, David 
Subject: July 10th_2:00 pm_3:00 pm meeting attendees 

Hi Wenona and David: 

The meeting attendees for the government to government meeting on July 10th from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm will be: 

President George Alexie of the Nondalton Tribe 

President Wassil lie Andrew of the New Stuyahok Tribe 

Tribal Administrator Maryanne Johnson, Portage Creek Tribe 

Matt Newman, Senior Staff Attorney, Native American Rights Fund 

Rob Rosenfeld, Consultant, Native American Rights Fund 

Rob Rosenfeld, MA - Consultant 

Native American Rights Fund & 
Rosenfeld Consultant Services 

P.O. Box 13 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ~e 11 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
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